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TO 



WILUAM OLIVER, Esq. 

OF DINLABYRE. 

Sir, 

After havings for so many years^ 
honourably served your country by the conscientious 
discharge of the duties of an able and upright 
magistrate^ and endeared yourself to your friends 
by unwearied active benevolence^ no praise from 
me can add to your fame^ or increase the high 
veneration in which your name is held by all classes 
of the inhabitants of the County of Roxburgh. 

I beg leave ^ however^ in this public manner j 
to express my feelings of high personal respect^ 
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mih my mo$t sinceire prayers that God may iMg 
preserve you to your numerous and affectionate 
relatives^ and that the evening of your days may 
be peaceful and happy. 

I have the honour to he^ 

Sir, 

Your obliged 

and obedient Servant j 

Henry Thomson., 
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PREFACE. 

This volume contains the substance of Dis« 
courses delivered in the years 1819 and 18S0, 
on the first seven chapters of the book c^ the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

The early history of the Christian Church 
appears to me to possess peculiar interest in the 
present age,— an age distinguished beyqnd all 
that have gone before it since the Apostles 
finished their labours^ by extensive and vigorous 
exertions for difi^using the blessings of Christi- 
anity to heathen nations. This spirit of the 
times certainly influenced me in the selection 
of my subject, and appeared also to render it ac- 
ceptable to my hearers. The Discourses were 
favourably received, and a general wish was ex- 
pressed for their publication. With this desire 
I felt it to be my duty to comply, from the same 
views of usefulness which had induced me to 
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VI PREFACE. 

enter upon the course of monthly Snnday evening 
Lectures. I do not expect that they will be 
much known beyond the circle of my own 
neighbourhood ; nor do I wish that they should, 
in any instance, supersede the use of more 
valuable works : but they maybe beneficial to 
some who have not access to larger books upon 
the same subject, and private perusal may recal 
and deepen impressions niade during public 
service. 

In preparing these Discourses 1 have carefully 
consulted all works connected with my subject, 
to which I had access ; but the intelligent reader 
will be sensible that, except in those passages 
where I acknowledge my obligation, the illus- 
trations, arrangement, and expression, are en- 
tirely my own. It has been my aim, — though 
sensible of my inability to reach the mark,— • 
to unite the unaffected simplicity of Bishop 
Porteus's style, in his Lectures on St. Matthew^s 
Gospel, with the beauty of that of ibelate Du 
Henry Hunter, of London, in his Sacred Bio- 
graphy. Notwithstanding the want of simplicity 
which has been justly objected to the style of 
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PREFACE. Vll 

the latter writer, the truth, tenderness, and ele- 
gance of his sentiments, have been universally 
felt and acknowledged. Both of these eminent 
men have finished their appointed coufse on 
earth ; but their works continue to be read with 
pleasure and advantage by good men of all dif- 
ferent religious parties ; and theirs is the high 
praise of having been instrumental in turning 
many to righteousness. Happy should I be, if 
I could anticipate any similar effects, though 
far inferior in extent, from the publication of 
the following Discourses. I commend them to 
the blessing of Almighty God, praying that he 
may render them useful for promoting the glori- 
ous cause which the Apostles of Jesus supported, 
and for which they cheerfully suffered and died. 

H. T. 

Penrith, 19th Dec. 1821. 
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AcTsX 8. 

But ye shaii receive po^er <tfier that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall be wit^ 
nesses unto me^ both iti Jerusalem^ and in all 
Judea^ ij^nd in Samarioy and unto the uttermost 
part ofihe earth. 

VY HEN we reflect on the state of heathen 
natioBScin ancient times, when we turn bur at- 
tention to- those numerous tribes of men who 
aire still ooreired with spiritual darkness, and 
debased by the influence of a cruel and licentious 

B 
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2 DISCOURSE I. 

superstition, we are naturally led to inquire into 
the origin of those valuable religious privileges 
which are open to all classes of the inhabitants 
of our highly favoured land. From our earliest 
years we have had the light of Christianity 
shining around us, we have enjoyed unrestrained 
access to the oracles of divine truth, and we 
have been blessed with abundant means of religi* 
ons instruction^ From sabbath to sabbath wt 
have been called to join our fellow worshippers 
in tlie elevating and dehghtful services of devo* 
tion towards the only true God, and the voice 
of heavenly i^risc^om has weekly proclaimed in our 
ears the blessed truths of the gospel of Christ. 
We have been taugbt t^. exalt our views above 
the imperfect and transient state of man in the 
present life, to consider ourselves as reasonable 
and accountable beings formed for the love and 
service of God, to feel ^hat we are subjects of 
tbe moral government of the great ruler of the 
universe^ and to rejoice in the hope full of im« 
mortalily set before usc in the word of God. 

But has it always been so I Has the light of 
divine truth always illuminated and gladdened 
th^ ijihabi>tw>t8 of our native Dsland ? When we 
look back to the most ancient periods of our 
history,, do we find tkat our ancestors we^e Ues- 
mdj as we now ajce^^wi^ the suUtoie doebines, 
the pure i^eoeptsi aod the exalted hopes Df 
Christianity ? 
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Fat ftom it. The Roman Historians, who 
have left the only authentic records of the state 
of the inhabitants of Britain in the earliest ages, 
iufbrm us that they were barbarians, altogether 
ignorant df the arts of civilized life ; that they 
vr^fe idolaters^ and that their idolatry was of 
adliiel and revolting kind. They were under 
th^ pb^^ret df dll tfadse vicidus and degrading pas* 
)sions,andaddict€fd to all those licentiolis rites and 
ffmetieesi which the history of mankind assures 
Xii have been eherished arid increased by every 
forth of idolatry; We turn with horror from 
the bloody tite&f (9f Druidical superstition which 
cot fupted and enslaved the minds of the earliest 
infaabftants ccf England. The Saxpus, who drove 
the Briton& frond the 6pen and fertile parts of 
tiie courttry, with their civil power established 
aln a system of idokirbd's worsbip^ no less 
vioions aiid debasing thaa that of the Draids 
which ii Sfuppianted; 

Whence then have origiliated those solemn 
and peacefoli those pure and spifritua), religious 
aervide0» to Which w^ have, been accustomed 
from bur infancy? Whence have emanate^ 
thoGle. enlightened views of the nature of God^ 
of his pferftciions and government, of the rela- 
1k>nB wbi^h wt becTr to him and of our oblige 
tioik to hid service^ of tb^ means of acceptance 
witbhiiDiaikdxiilf the duties he requires us to pefr 

b3 
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forin, of the end of our present state, and of our 
prospects for the world to come, which are so ' 
generally entertained amongst us? In what 
happy country did this light of divine truth 
arise, which has chased away the darknesS' in 
which our ancestors were involved ? By' whom 
were truths of such. importance rev^aled'^ ;and 
by whaif instruments has the kno\<fledge of. them 
1)een spread amongst mankind > 

The only satisfactory answer to these questions 
is to be found in the New Testament. ' It 
contains the only ^ authentic account of tijc^ 
origin and early progress of the Christian church. 
The books of the four Evangelists give us the 
history -of Jesus himself, of the extraordiftal'y 
circum$t&nces attending his birth, of his private 
Fife at M azaret4i, and oi the descient of the spirit 
upon ^ him .at his baptism in^ order to the com- 
mencement of his public ministry. They pre* 
sefit to us the whole course ot his holy life, 
the wonderful works which he performed dis- 
tinguished by the character of benevolence vi^ith 
which they Wifere all impressed, and his pure and 
exalted doctritfe, expressed plainly in his sermon 
oh theiiiount, and afterwards more obscurely in 
parables. < Unfolding the motives of the hostility 
^ith which he was regarded by the Jewish 
tulers, the ^sacred writers carry us forward to 
th6 inournful circumstances of tiis last meeting 
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with his disciples previous to his death, to his 

iigoriy in the garden, to his apprehension by 

the Roman soldiers, to his arraignment and the 

indignities to which he was subjected in the 

halls of the high priest^ of Pilate, and ot Herod, 

to his excruciating sufferings, and to the wonders 

in heaven and wonders on earth which bore 

witness to him when he bowed his head and 

saidj // is fimsthed. They display to our as- 

ton^^ed minds the circumstances of his resur- 

Irettioii on the morning of the third day after 

he was laid in the grave, when an angel of God 

descended from heaven, and rolled away, the 

stone pUced at the mou4h of the sepulchre ; the 

tenderness with which he treated his disciples, 

and especially Peter, on his first appearance to 

them after his resurrection ; and the meyesty of 

fals address immediately before his ascension to 

heaven, when he said to them; '* All power is 

^* given to me in heaven and in earth ; go ye 

<* therefore, and teach all nations, biaptising them 

^i in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

" of the Holy Ghost ; and, lo, I am with you 

*falway, even to the end of the world/** 
.These facts, narrated with inimitable sim- 

plicity ;and .beauty by the four Evangelists, 

are interjBsting in the highest degree, whether 

considered in theinselyes, or in their rplation to 

•Matlh, as^.ii^st. .. . 

B 3 
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US, or in their extensive aqd impprti^nt coqse^ 
quences. They foxm the ground of q^T faith ga^ 
hope as Christians* an^ they fire %\ie fpund^tiqn 
on which God has built hi^ clm^b* 

The Book: of th^ Apxs of th^. Apqstls^ 
exlubjts the sequel of the great ^ven^i recpnl^id 
in the gospel history. The woj^ deeply, inter- 
ested we feel in the accounts ojt the. ^u^Tenogs 
and death, of the resurrection and ^s^ension of- 
our blessed Lord, th^ joiore^ an^i.Q.us)y shall wf 
inquire what became Pf hi3 ttrelvo ApiQ«tlie$ 
after his ascension* Hajd th$y cour|ige% wbeo 
deprived of the pceseuice a^jdi support of their 
beloved master, to meet thos^e whose bMtility 
had consigned hioi to t^e cross? Did thi^y 
retire each to his owA home ia. shs^ime an^ 
despair ? Or did they coAitinqe to associate 
together^ and to pursue, such measures as wer? 
necessary for obeying the command, ai^d pro^ 
secuting the great plan of their ascei^ded Lord ? 
With regardto these subjects we have satisfaictpiy 
information in the bistory^of the Acts of the 
Apostles. It commences where the histoiy 
t)f the Gospels terminates, k presents to our 
view a most interesting account of the labours, 
sufferings, and success of these holy ministers of 
Christ, and of the wonderful superstructure 
which was reared by their means, within thirty 
years after his resurrection. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE !• 7 

This is the subject, my respected Friends, to 
which I invite your attention. It is my design 
to select, for our meditation and improvement, 
some of the most striking incidents recorded 
in this book. We are to lift our eyes to the 
giorious company of the Apostles^ to those holy 
men whose labours produced greater, more im- 
portant, more lasting effects upon the moral 
condition of the human race than any other 
cause whatsoever : who, having gone forth in 
the power and spirit of their master, confounded 
the wisdom of the wise and the understanding of 
the prudent, overturned the empire ctf idolatry, 
and brought the nations of the Ron^in world to 
the obedience of the faith of Christ. They 
have long rested from their labours, but their 
memory has been embalmed by the affectionate 
gratitude of msiny generations. They are now 
>exalted to a participation in the glory of the 
master w.hom they loved and served faithfully in 
the ministry which they had received frpm him ; 
but the effects of their instructions, of their 
labours, and of their sufferings, still remain and 
will continue to be felt, in an increasing degree, 
as the great plan of divine providence towards 
mankind draws nearer to its consumm3tion. To 
tliis subject I wish to approach with reverence, 
and with a deep sense of my incapacity to do 
justice to the grandeur and extent of so lofty a 
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8 DISCOURSE T. 

theme. I solicit the candour and indulgence of 
my audience, and beg they will join me in fer- 
vent prayers to our heavenly Father,-i-without 
whose favour and blessing our strength is Weak- 
ness, our light darkness, and all our purposes 
ineffectual, — that he would enable me to enter 
fully and cordially into the consideration of the 
events that shall pass under our review, to unfold 
them with perspicuity, and to enforce with energy 
the practical lessons which they may suggest ; 
and that he would so powerfully apply theni to 
our hearts as to render them productive of the 
happiest effects upon our tempers and lives. 

The present hour shall be devoted to a pre- 
liminary discourse, designed to point out one 
of flie many connecting links between the 
history of Jesus during his abode on earth, and 
that of his Apostles after his ascension to heaven ; 
by taking a general view of the characters and 
transactions of these first ministers of the gospel, 
as related in the book of Acts, and shewing 
that they illustrate atid verify the priedictidns 
which their Lord had uttered concerning them. 
But before entering on these particulars, it is 
proper to notice the writer and title of the 
book,' to which we are indebted for all our 
knowledge of the progress of Christianity, durin|f 
the^irst thirty years after the death of Christ. 
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The early Christian writers concur in affirming 
that the bpok of the Acts of the Apostleis was 
written by St. Luke the Evangelist, as a con- 
tinuation of the gospel whicli beats hts n^me. 
As the two books formed parts of one work>- and 
the name of the author was perfixed to the first 
part, it was not necessary that it should be pre- 
fixed to the second also ; but the latter begins 
with a reference to the events mentioned in the 
close of the former, the resurrection 'df J^sus, 
his app^aran^e to his disciples, and hid a^cen^- 
sion to heaven. Of the family, educatiortyind^ 
condition of this illustrious Evangelist W0 htfve 
very scanty information. He is4»ajdl by Bil$#«' 
bius, the Ecclesiastical Historiail, to. have been 
a native of Antioch, and froni the manner in 
which St. Paul distinguishes him from ^bis fellow 
labourers of Jewish extraction, there is reason 
to conclude that he was by birth a Gentilei* lii 
the same passage he is called *^ thJe" beloVed Phyu 
*'sician.^^ But it is altogether unknown at 
what time or by what means be* was induced to 
embrace the faith of Christ^ WeJare assmr^, 
howeyer, that from the time when the Apostle 
of the Gentiles entered Mac^onia, St Luka 
joined hknself tohim as his^cohstant companion; 
It is at this period of his history that he first 
speaki of bipself as associated with that great 

.♦.Col. iv. 'lO-ia4r. 
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trials that awaited *theni, and l?be final glorious 
success of their miDidtry". Th^y Carry us back 
to the interesting discburses of Jesus with his 
chosen associates. They place us in the midst 
of them on the night in which hfe was betrayed, 
whet), having sat doWn witW thfein fdt'tTie Irist 
time before his crucifixtoti, ^ith iiH his' ap-' 
proaching sufferings full in his view, he ad- 
dressed them like a Father >ih the hiidst dT his 
ehildren from whom heis about to be separated 
by a cruel and ignomfinious death, ' and soothed 
their troubled mindis by the^prom)se> 6f his 
spiritulil presence, off the communtcatibns of bis( 
Spirit to fit them for the duties and the trials 
of theif course, tfnd 6f tHeii^ ultin^slte success 
in his service. ' 

These predictions I shall: divide into three 
classes — predictions of the descent of his spirit 
upon his Apostles after his removal, ahdof the 
consequent change that should take place in 
their characters, ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghosi is come upon you; — predictions of 
the opposition to be made totheir mii^istry, and 
of the trials, sufferings, and death with which 
they must lay their account in his service, ye 
shall be witnesses unto me; — -and predictions 
of the progress of his gospel among all nations^ in 
Judea^ and in Samaria^ and to the uttermost part 
of the earth. The Book of the Acts of the 
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Apostles displayft^ in a veryiStfiiiog munnftr^ the 
accompiisbment.of tbe$e propbecijea, vtrhlchare 
oif ao singular a iiaturef, that they excite :ni> ordi- 
nary degree or attedfion, and 'lead U9 anxibju^lyte 
inquire: whether they were j^ustified J^f.^vnut^. 

I.. Xcitnoe thea request your.attQiHiOA first 
to the^ :aeeonipiishment . of the. assurances given 
by our.Lord to hia^Apostles, that the ioss of his 
personal presence shouid be compensated by th« 
descent of hiajspirity to qualify, them for beipg 
the messengers of. his gospel to the nations. 

•If ive turn (o the affectio^ discouiige of Jesus 
to. his . disciples, recorded in the fout'teenth, 
fif4ieeqtb^ And sixteenth cb^ters ofSt. >)obQ.'9 
gOspd; we shall find him fortifying their minds 
againat the odium' attached, to his crpssr, the 
wan^ of bis presence/ tbjs, scorn and hostility of 
l|j^ world, by pronnising to th<mi th€| iQiraculous 
«!t)PPH[iiuiii.cat|Qn of the gifts atid powers of bis holy 
spijit; ' ^^I will pray the Father, and he shaH 
*** give you^another comforter, that be may abide 
•* with you forever. Because 1 have said these 
/* things unto you, sorrow hath filled your hearts. 
*♦ Never the less l;tell you the truth, it is ex- 
** pfecHent for you that I gq away ; for if 1 go 
♦♦ not away jjh.^ Comforter ^ill not come unio 
^*you ; but if 1 depart, 1 will send him unto 
**you. Hovybeit, when the spirit ot truth is 
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*^ ^oine he nvill guide you unto all truth ; for 
*> he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever 
^^ he shall hear that shall he speak : and he wilt 
*• shew you things to come/'* The assurance 
** with which Jesus comforted his sorrowful 
Apostles in the prospect of his death, he re- 
peated after his resurrection, ^^ Behold I send 
*^ the promise of my Father upon you ; but 
*' tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, till ye hef 
•'endued with power from on high/*f He 
teferred to the testimony of John the Baptist 
respecfting him as <^ontaining a prediction of the 
same blessing to be bestowed upon tbem« *• I 
indeed baptise you with water/' said the fore« 
runner of JesoS) '* unto repentance, but he that 
'' Cometh after me shall baptise you with the 
*• Holy Ghost and with fire/*$ And when Jesus, 
after his resurrection, enjoined his dtscipleS not 
to depart from Jersufvlem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father ; he added i ''John truly 
•' baptised with water, but ye shall be baptised 
** with the Holy Ghost not many days hence/*|| 
By such gracious promises did our blessed 
Lord comfort his disciples under the pressure Of 
grief, and thus did he prepare them for entering 
on their appointed course. And he was faftbM 
who had promised. Let us turn to the events^ 

• John. 14. 16. and l6. 0, 7, 18. t Luke 24. 49. 
t Matlb. 5. 1 1. II Acti, 1. 4, 5.- 
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^recorded in Ibis book» and we shall find that not 
^oeword failed of all that he had said^ The 
second chapter opens with an account of the 
miraculous descent of tiie spirit upon the A- 
postles " When the day of Pentecost w^ fuUy 
*' come, they were all with one accord io one 
*' place. And suddenly there cancie a sound 
^' from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
" and it filled all the house where they were 
^^ sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
;<« tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
^* tbam : and they were all filled with the Holy 
•* Ghost/'* 

Besidefi this literal fulfilment of the promise 
jQf the descent of the Spirit of God, the efiects 
produced by it upon the Apostles,and the powers 
ccmferred upon them at that time, verified other 
predictions of Christ respecting their preparatioa 
for dischaq;ing the duties of the high office to 
which they were appcnnted. It was accessary 
that they should be possessed of the power of 
working miracles m the name of him whom they 
:Served> as the seal of heaven to the truth of their 
mission and of their doe(iriii<6« When they wer^ 
first aisitt forth to pr^ck to the lost sheep of the 
house of I^iiael, power was given them *^ ovef* 
/^ undean spirits to cast them out» and to heal aU 
*' manner of sickness and all manner of dis« 
" eases/'t 11 ut their exercise of these powers 
* Aoti «. 1—4. t MaUh. JO. u 
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during our: Lord's life appears to have been 
very liinitedv Ttie Gospels scarcely record an 
instance of the performance of any miraculous 
works by the disciples, during that period, ex- 
cepting* that which is contained in the report of 
the seventy of the success of their first com- 
mission^ when they returned with joy, saying, 
" Lord^ even the devils are subject to us through 
** thy name/^ But when Jesus gave his Apostles 
their commission to go into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature, he added ; 
^^ These signs ishall follow them that believe, in 
*' my name shall they cast out devils, they shall 
** lay hands on the sick and they shall recover/'* 
By the miraculous descent of the Holy Ghost on 
the day of Pentecost, this supernatural powers 
formerly conferred upon them were confirmed 
and enlarged, and they were authorized to com- 
inrunicate the same powers to other believers fot 
the establishment -and propagation of the faith 
of Christ. These enlarged po\vers the Apostles 
bad soon occasion to display. The first trans- 
action recorded, after the wonderful events of 
the day of Pentecost, is the cure performed by 
Peter and Jbhn oh a man who had been lame 
frcmi his birth. -f *^And by the hands of the 
^ Apostles were many signs and wonders 
** wrought among the people/^ J 

• Mark 16. 17, 18. ' t Acta 3. 1—11. t AcU 5. U. 
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,J)ISCOUBSJS.I.' 17 

%Tbeir mi nitrations were not to be confined 

,3V)tljin the narrow limits of Judea. They were 

..to preach to distant nations, and to people of 

^yery differe,nt languages; and as they were 

j.b^therto acquainted with no language but that 

,.pf their^ native country, it was necessary that 

.^ihey^^hpuld be supernaturally enabled to under- 

^fitj^ij^d to speak the languages of the various 

v*?i<iP9s.,whpm they were to ^dress. The 

x:fiflniTOUni?ation of this gift^ also was promised 

v.^X J?SWs. ,. f J* These signs shall follow them that 

V *Sbe]ljeye,^tibey^shall speak with new tongues/'* 

.^JLt^.wfas. conferred when ,the twelve received 

^j^fte.p^qaiseofthe Fpther^. " There appeared unto 

> *J.;^^m clc)ye|i tongues jaa of fire ; and they were 

•'jill,^Ued,with th^ Holy Ghost, and began to 
V. **spfiak J, ^ith^pther tongues as the ^spirit gaye 
,**jth§pij utttqmncA*^ "And the multitude that 

.•*j9^^pie jtog/e|her wjere confounded, because every 
, "jif^aB beard thena speak, in his own language, 
J .•'•^he yifQqicJejful wprks of God/.f$ 

j^^,^n^4^er.j;^p^r^£^ble^ consequence of the ef- 
ti§|sjpq of l^e^Hply^ Spirit on the Apostles, ac- 
•iiiftfi^wg.tP/tljejP^pqiise^of Jesus, was the astonish- 
^JiflS.^hfWge, which from that moment, was visible 
^ in jjfheijC>jC^arsjeters and ggndqct. ;. Feeble in 
r.lfee!ip^lyes,^^dsprijed,of; the jjersppal^ presence 
;. jm^ WPRi^rt,^;, t^beir gifecjtjopate^^D^aster, alto- 

c '' " ■' 
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18 DISCOURSE I. 

gether unfit for contending with the wisdom, 
the interest, the power of the world, how was 
their courage excited, how were their hearts 
prepared to encounter the opposition of the 
niighty, and to triumph over all the terrors that 
set themselves in array against them ? How 
was it possible that men whose ideas were so 
confined, men who were so fearful and faint 
hearted as the Apostles were during the abode 
of Christ on earth, men who all forsook him 
in the hour of distress and fled in dismay, how 
was it possible that they could overturn the 
empire of ignorance and idolatry, and rescue 
mankind from that corruption of manners which 
is the never failing companion of idolatry? 
** Tarry ye,'^ said Jesus to them, " at Jerusalem, 
** till ye be endued with power from on high ;"♦ 
not only with the gift of miracles, but with 
the spirit of undaunted courage, invincible 
patience, and determined perseverance. "When 
•* they deliver you up, take no thought how or 
^^ what ye shall speak : for it shall be given you in 
/' that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is 
" not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father, 
** which speaketh in you." J When we pursue 
the continuation of the gospel history in the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, what a new 
and astonishing scene is presented to our view ? 
• Luke S4. 49. t Mattb. 10. lOi St. 
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DISCOURSE I. 19 

We behold these men, hitherto so ignorant, so 
fearful, so selfish, discovering unexpected bold- 
ness ; and, by irresistible eloquence, exciting 
the attention, commanding the respect, and 
subjecting to the influence of their doctrines, 
multitudes in Judea, in Samaria, in Asia Minor, 
in Greece, and in all the provinces of the im- 
mense Roman empire. We hear Peter and 
John bearing witness, with fearless intrepidi- 
ty, to the resurrection of Jesus ; charging the 
Jewish Rulers with the guilt of his death ; and 
notwithstanding the power of the Sanhedriin 
before whom they stood, declaring that by his 
nanie and power the impotent man who had 
been laid at the beautiful gate of the temple was 
made whole. We hear Paul confounding the 
wisdom of the court of Areopagus, constraining 
Felix to tremble on his judgment seat, and 
drawing from king Agrippa, before whom he. 
was accused, a public avowal of his innocence, 
and an implied acknowledgment of the truth of 
his doctrine; What strength, what holy com- 
posure, what heavenly elevation of mind, did 
Stephen^ the first martyr for the faith of Christ, 
display, in the immediate prospect of a violent 
and excruciating death ? How fervent his 
pr&yers for his persecutors themselves ? How 
firm his resolution to hold fast his profession, 
and not to lose his crown ? 

C 2 
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20 DISCOURSE I. 

This is tlie first class of ihe preclictiohs of 
Jesus, the accompUslimerit of which is recorded 
in the Apostolical history, containing those 
which related to* the proniise bf the Holy Spirit 
to be sent down flpon his ministers to cohiirta 
and enlarge their niiraculous * powers, to' enable 
them to speak with other tongues, and to in- 
spire them with wisdom and cburslge to fulfil their 
minisby and finish t\ieir course with joy. 

IL tel me now call your allentibn to a 
second class, — the predictions of the Violfe'ht 
opposition which ttiey should have to ehc'Siin't^, 
and of the dangers, trials, suflferings, and dfeafti 
that awaited them. These also we shalllfihd 
fully verified in the history of this Tjobk. 

Were an .ihtielTigent pefsbh, Who had 'beifn 
previously Ignorant of' the holy scriptures aiid 
of every thing' contained in tnem, to<)peri tfee 
New Testament for the first time, every birftufh- 
Stance respecting the character arid history of 
Christ would excite His astonishment. 'Aild 
nothing wouldf appeal more' wonderful than the 
characters of the persons whom he chose for his 
ministers, the instructions which hd gave thehx 
respecting their service, arid especially the'pro- 
spects of suffering and of deaf h which he sfet 
before them. The instructions given them wh'^n 
they received their first comni'iiisioh,* wcire de- 
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fjgnqd for ^beir d^irection, not on^ in their 
^ini^^fy among tl^eir own couDtrymen during 
i^vi master's life, but in the g^reater dangers and 
inore diippicul); circumstances in which they were 
lyo l^e placed after \f\f ascension, when they 
s^9P^ app,<£ar as witnesses for him to the ends of 
IJ^e earth. I^ow wlpa^ ^^l^^ th^ prospects which 
|;^e set \)e^re them \ p^id |ie flatter them with 
hopes of high preferment and world|y greatness ? 
f.' P^old I send you fprth»^' said he, *' as sheep 
*J in the midst of wolves ; be ye therefore wise 
W ^a serpe^jB^i anji^ harmless as doves, ^ut be- 
V/ yy^^!? 9f' ^?:9 f*^ ^^y y ^^) ^ejiver you up to 
Jfihe counci/s; ancj tjiey wiji scourge you in 
*^^ jtljieir synagogues. Anc^ ye shall be brought 

j! fe®!?**? F9yj?r".9?-? ?fL^ ^^?S^ f^r Py sake. And 
\\ ye shall {)e J^ajte^ of all men for my name's 
'.^ sake : but he that endureth to the end shall 
"be saved* The disciple is not above his 
/.'master nor the servant above hisLord.^'* Ih 
;^is discourse wijl^ Jhis discipjes immediately 
Jbefore Jiis deatii, he reminded them of what be 
^^^(^ upon t^bis subject at the commencement 

S^ ^^ R^Pl^^O^' ^?f^ /^/l^!^.^^ f^^ warnings he 

' ' given. *'|t,^mein^ j^he word that I said 

qcy^ jx)u,^the servant ^s not greater than the 

fj^fj^- if they iiaye persecute^ me t^hey w^U 

//HUso ^ge^cute you: \i ^^hey have k^pt my 

«^atth. 10. 16^18, n, f4, 
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39 DISCOURSE I. 

** saying, they will keep yours also. But all 
" ihese things will they do unto you for my 
*^ name's sake. They shall put you out of the 
** synagogues : yea, the time cometh that who- 
•* soever killeth you, will think that he doeth 
" God service. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
** that ye shall weep and lament, but the world 
*' shall rejoice. In the world you shall have 
'' tribulation.''* 

Now the whole history of the Apostles of 
Jesus is a justification of these prophecies. 
Ko sooner did Peter and John exercise their 
miraculous powers by curing the lame man 
at the gate of the temple, declaring at the 
same time that they acted in the name and by 
the authority of thtir crucified but risen and 
exalted master, thaa^r his name's sake^ they 
wore called before governors and cast into 
prison. It is impossible, in a single discourse, 
to give even a slight sketch of the sufi^erings 
of these holy men who counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves, if they might finish their 
course with joy. They were held in contempt 
as the ofi^scouring of all things, and were hated 
of all men for the name of Jesus. If God shall 
be pleased to permit me to prosecute these dis- 
courses, we shall have frequent opportunities 
to admire their resignation, their fortitude, their 
* John. 15. 2p, au and 16. s, 80, 39. 
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DISCC^URSE I* S3 

boly joy, and their triumphant hopejn the midst 
of dangers and sufferings; and I trust that it will 
not be without religious improvement that we 
shall be called to listen to the heavenly ex« 
hortation : ^^ take my brethren, the l^ophets'' 
and Apostles ^* who have spoken to you in 
**the name of the Lord, for an example of 
** suffering affliction and of patience/' 

III. I proceed to mention a third class of 
predictions verified in the Apostolical history-*- 
those which relate to the preaching of the 
doctrine of Jesus beyond the narrow boundaries 
of Judea, and to its triumph over the ignorance^ 
the idolatry, the irreligion, and the corruption of 
manners, which covered and disgraced the na^ 
tions of the earth. 

When our blessed Lord began his public 
ministry, the inhabitants of every part of the 
globe, except Judea, were ignorant of the true 
God, and blindly addicted to the worship of idols. 
To the worship ot the Creator of heaven and of 
earth, the preserver and benefactor of men, no 
temple was erected besides that at Jerusalem. 
The Mosaical economy was originally designed 
only for teniporary duration, and among the Jews 
themselves the spirit of the divine law was in a 
great measure lost, and religious worship had 
degenerated into a formal service. This waa 
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24 DliSCOURS£ i. 

the state of things vfhen our Lord appieafed, re- 
vealing just views of the nature atid govern* 
ihent of God, explaining and powerfully apply- 
ing the moral law in all its spirituality and ex- 
tent. At the same time, he predicted that ttte* 
doctrines which he preached should at las'f 
universally prevail, 'though so poor that h€ 
had not where to lay his head, though despised 
and persecuted by his brethren and country- 
men, he confidently declared that his religion 
should extend to the most distant region^/ atid 
that all nations should acknowledge its truth tLttH 
power. In his prediction of the destructibh of 
Jerusalem, which was so minutely fulfilled aboiit 
forty years afterwards, he declared to his A- 
postles : ^< This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
** preached in all the Tuorldj for a witness unto all 
^^ nations 9 ^nd then shall the end come/^* Shortly 
before his condemnation to ah ignominious death, 
which threatened to arrest the progrei^ bf hiS 
doctrine, to terrify and scatter his diteiples, and 
to frustrate all his designs, when his attendants 
expressed displeasure that precious ointment 
had been poured upon bis head, he ^aid to 
them: "Verily I say unto you, wheresoever 
*' this gospel shall be preached in the whole world; 
^^ there shall also this that this woman hdth 
** done, be told for a iheniorial ot her/'$ NtfW 
Matlli. f4. 14. X ikatili. !S6. 19. 
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observed Hre* time^ when tbit' prediotioti of the 
lAriversii pit>imi4gdtio» of hi» gospel was laade* 
It was at the^ same time tbat he annouB^ed 
the appro&eh <if his dn4kt4' '* I» thftt sJie b«lh. 
^' poured this oitetmenl on my body, she did it 
" for my burial ^'* It wa» wh^n the chief prieats, 
the scrilg«S) and the elders, were afiMiembled m 
the pahite of Cftiapbas, forming plans for faia 
destroctioa. it was within two days of the pass- 
orer when be was to be betrayed and crucified. 
And suitable to these declarations uttered before 
hi^ death, was the enlarged commission which he 
gave to hii^ Apostles previous to his final removal 
fmttl thetii. " Go ye into alliAe world ; preach 
" thte gospel to every creature ; go ye, there- 
"fore, teach aii nafhns; and lo, I am with 
" you alway, ei^en unto the end of ike world.'' 
And In the wonts of the text, '^ ye shall be 
"witnesses unto my name in Jerusalem, and in 
" Jtfdieiai^ and ih Samaria, and unto tie uUermosi 
'^pixHofihe^Qtih/' 

W^t^ these matgnificent predictions verified > 
Is it possible that men who had hitherto been 
§o nftrfow ftiind^^ so feeble,' so timoKous, could 
&ptikA i\Au gospd bf the kingdom in triumph 
eveti %iil'bil^h iluidko and Samaria ? The book 
^ t^ AtH^ 4^ ihe Apesifles places belbre our 
ej^ \]lf6 tfitcmi^hin^ aocemplkbouent of these 
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96 DISCOURSE I. 

iremarkable prophecies. There we are informed 
that hardly two months elapsed after the death of 
Jesus, and only a few days after his ascension, 
when the Apostles appeared in the most public 
manner, preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
Their doctrine quickly spread thoughout Judea 
and the neighbouring provinces, and penetrated 
as far as Greece and Italy. Within thirty year» 
we find Christian churches established in the city 
of Antioch, in the provinces of lesser Asia, in 
Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Rome, in- 
deed in every part of the Roman empire. The 
wonderful rapidity ^ith which the doctrine of 
Christ was propagated, the formation of such a 
number of flourishing churches within so short 
a period, is one of the most remarkable events 
in the history of mankind, and affords an irre^- 
sistible evidence of the heavenly origin, trutb> 
and power of the gospel of our sahaiion. 

So interesting to us as men and as Christians 
are the events recorded in the history of the 
holy Apostles of the Lord* They assure us of 
the fulfilment of his promises and predictions 
— in the descent of the Spirit on the day oE 
Pentecost, in the trials and afflictions allotted 
to the Apostles and the cruel death that daily 
threatened them-^and in the abundant success 
of their ministrations in all Jijdea,and in Sama<% 
ria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE I* 27 

The study of this book will also direct our at- 
tention to the characters of the diflferent Apostles 
whose history it relates, particularly that of St, 
Peter, the Apostle of the circumcision, and that 
of St. Paul, whose bold energetic spirit rejoiced 
in having this grace given to him that he should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. It will present to us the for- 
mation of the first Christian church at Jerusa- 
lem, and the nature of its connexion with those 
which were afterwards formed under the direction 
of the inspired ministers of Christ. It will afford 
us data for inquiring at what time, in what 
circumstances, and from what places^ the A- 
postolical Epistles were written. And through 
the whole, it will exhibit the spirit and tend- 
ency, the mighty power and blessed fruits, of 
that dispensation of tiuth and grace under which 
we have the happiness to live. 

Let lis endeavour to improve this subject by 
humbly adoring the divine goodness and wis- 
dom, power and truth, of him who was dead, 
who is alive, and who liveth forever. Having 
loved his own he loved theni to the end. In 
the prospect of his death and in the prospect 
of bis ascension, when his heart was melted 
and agonized under his sufferings, and when 
he appeared in all the glory and triumph of his 
resurrection; be was equally attmitive to their 
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i«eakpe9fl^ witnts, and feaiis. And bS^^t his 
weension to the Father's right hand, he dis- 
played, bii^ power and truth by fully accpmpliah* 
ing tb^ promises given to ^hem- He perfec^y 
^new a^d cli^ar ly foretold, all the trials and suf- 
ffiringsi that awaited .them in his service. H/t 
SSfiiyred them of support i|nd consolation under 
t^e^e sufferings.) and he did qot fail to verify thef;^ 
ajssurances. Foreseeing the eq() frpip the b^giq- 
ning, he strengthened ifnd animated the min^f 
qf his disciples by declaring tha> hpwever hqp^. 
less their cgune might ^ppe^r, it should ulti- 
mately triumph over all opppj^itipn. In the fMJi- 
fUmeqjt of thesje prediction^, his po^er and 
ft^ithfiilness also wece.gloriified by an astoqij&hJiiq^ 
s^r*^ of event? which xko hp^pn yr^dQQ) 9^H 
tiaye fories^en, and which no hun^ap . pa^udeqf^ 
iWAuUl have VieAtqred to predict. 

He who thus qitftlified iind thu^ ^upppi^ 
^is Apostles in theyr ii^inistry,^i^r liv^th to gjjard, 
t0 SitiSei^gtheQ, xo giudei and to cpmforjt, ^U tha^ 
j^.ey^ry age come unto iGod by him- I^i? )9f^ 
jinteriSessory prayer in his ah$^d st^te, :w» 
K^erj^d up not only for his immedift^e di9Qiple/|, 
ismt for all lib^ through their jfford should jl?islif^vp 
sm km- The promise of , his ^$^ipu^ j^rep^nfie 
i^Ktwds to;d^ his ^thful follpjp^^i^ to thie ,$^ 
iof tbeiworld*: lilodeed all h<s .pr<ywi^ 9r§r^ 
4S^uaUy QxtQuisae jn ^tl^eir Q^j.e^, ^3tif§pt th<^ 
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"Sirtil^li regarded the miraculous powers conferred 

OQ the disciples sind the peculiar circumstances 

1h' Which thJgy ^Vrerfe priacfed. He is intimately 

^tfc^u^Vbtt^dVith^lheffe^lings, the distresses, thie 

Wils-irfH'iMrplifXities t)f«aeh of bis children, 

•Wa ** h&s cfoidf«Bst6n on the ignorant and on 

•niketai tti« are 'out of the/Way. '' He hasT'a 

^iWffeeBfig with ? their infirmitSes, and is df- 

•IKeiSd'hi^lill tlfttrr&fflicifetts. And as his trader- 

^is^is ^111 th^^me/ko there is no dimioatSon 

^ bf tils 'l^b[ br 'faftote in his veracity. »e 

""ik stilt"tft)l^\o?^aVe lo the uttermost, to recover 

^% hii'^titd'^n^ 'spirit the soul of man frtjmUhe 

-tlOTUfige''oir'Corr«ljition, 'to sanctify us by his 

NWthfblr word, te'oiirect us in our coilfse 'of 

"ebl^dfeftfcc, to^stffengthen us for every duty, to 

HfibHtf^ure^fut ^6nsolation in the hour of suffer- 

^?ftg]*«1cl at^'the^ approach of death toanitnate 

NvJthf thl^bfeg^d hope of eternal life. *' Because 

**hdfi>fes'^'^glorioUsly in heaven, " we -live 

'^alsa.'*' A'fifm belief of his glory and power, 

'^•€f 'htirpt^rit government of the world, arid of 

^hi^YUt^eeomtng to judgment, is a commanditlg 

^^Hi*^8^^ which elevates ♦and strengthens: the 

^li)iiid lb live to God, to live to mankrnd, and 

to live to ourselves. 

' I'llhall coticlude this discourse with the words 
of two pious and energetic living authors, whose 
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works have bad a powerful and happy influence 
upon the higher classes of society. 

^^ Christianity bears all the marks of a divine 
'^original* It came down from heaven, and 
'* its gracious purpose is to carry us up thither. 
** Its Author is God« It was foretold from 
^^ the beginning by prophecies which grew 
** clearer and brighter as they approached the 
" period of their accomplishment.; It was coa- 
*^ firmed by miracles which continued till tl|e 
*^ religion they illustrated was established. It 
'* was ratified by the blood of its Author. Its 
^^ doctrines are pure, sublime, consistent. Its 
** precepts just and holy. Its. worship is spiri- 
'Hual. Its service is reasonable and rendered 
'^ practicable by the offers of divine aid to human 
^'^ weakness. It is sanctioned by the promise of 
** eternal happiness to the faithful, and the threat 
'^ of everlasting misery to the disobedient. It had 
'^ no collusion with power, for power sought to 
" crush it. It could not be in any league with 
"the world, for it set out by declaring itself 
" the enemy of the world. It reprobated its 
** maxims, shewed the vanity of its glories, the 
"danger of its riches, the emptiness of its 
" pleasures."* 

"Christianity contains the only doctrine 
" which has ever been promulgated for salvation 

* More*8 Practical Piety, i. 1. 



Digitized by 



Google I 



DISCOURSE I. 31 

<* to the human race with any semblance either of 
** reason or authority. It is the only doctrine, 
<* which is alike suited to the circumstances of 
" every order and condition of mankind ; which 
'* is not less effectual to console them in the day 
" of affliction, than to teach them how to enjoy 
♦* the prosperity which is given them ; which is 
^' equally calculated to promote their best 
'^ interests in the present life, and to guide them 
" to the fai^h and hope of a better world/'* 



^Discoarseton tbe EvidencM of the Jewiihand Cbristian 
Reve]atioDf, byiheRcv.SirHxMRT MoMCREirF Wvllwood, 
Bart, page 47d. 
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Acts II. 1— 4» 

And when the day of Peniecost was Juily came^ 
they were allzdth one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of 
a rushing mighty wind^ and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire j and it sat 
upon each of them ; and they were filled with the 
holy Ghost^ and began to speak with other tongues 
as the spirit gave them utterance. 

"Dka^ not.itigh hither : put^cfF thy shges 
" from off thy feet, for the place w.ber^ii. thou 
" standesi is holy ground/' This was the ad- 
dress of the angel to Moses, when he led his 
flock to the mountain of God, and turned aside 
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to see ^^ the great sight^' that had attracted his 
attention — a bush burning, but not consumed. 
We are assembled, this evening, to contemplate 
an object no less wonderful, and possessing a 
much higher degree of interest, than the mira« 
culous appearance which presented itself to 
the eyes of the shepherd of Midjian — the descent 
of the holy spirit upon the Apostles of Jesus on 
the day of Pentecost. And the same impressive 
admonition is addressed to us : Lay aside the 
business^ the cares, the anxieties of the world ; 
withdriiw from the miserable contentions and 
iumttltuous agitations of worldly passions ; and, 
Ota 4:be evening of the day which God, in bis 
goodness, has set apart for religious service and 
improvement, elevate your thoughts to the con- 
sideration of his nature and perfections, and of 
the moral government which he exercises over 
his inteUigent creatures. Recal to yopr minds 
the '^sundry times and divers manners" in 
which the most high has been pleased to make 
known his will to mankind ; and dwell with 
pleasure on the commencement of the New 
Testament Dispensation, and the miraculous 
gifts bestowed on the Apostles, when they were 
all with one'aocord in one place, waiting for the 
accomplishment of the promise of their beloved 
master. 
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In my last discourse, I illustrated the provU 
aion made by our blessed Lord for the consola- 
tion and support of his disciples, by the promises 
given to them during the course of his ministry 
and renewed after his resurrection, " Ye shall 
•* receive power after that the holy Ghost is 
** come upon you ; and ye shall be witnesses 
^* to me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
*' and in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of 
**the earth/' These words appear to have 
formed part of his discourse with them immedi- 
ately previous to his removal, for it is added in 
the succeeding verse : ^* And when he had 
** spoken these things, while they beheld, he 
*^ was taken up, and a cloud received him out 
« of their sight." 

The ascension of Jesus to heaven is mentioned 
in the first chapter of this book, but as it be- 
longs properly to the history of the Gospels, the 
consideration of it does not fall within my plan» 
It is, however, one of the most illustrious 
events recorded in sacred history. Having in- 
structed his Apostles in things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God, in. those things which were 
.necessary for their direction and success in his 
service, " he led them out," on the fortieth day 
after his resurrection *^ as far as Bethany, 
*' and there lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
^ And it came to pass while he blessed them^ 
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DISCOURSE IT. 35 

** he was parted from them, and carried up into 
*• heaven/^* Then he who had vohmtarily 
humbled himself, and submitted to a painful 
and ignominious death, ascended far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and do-* 
minion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come. 
Then the great Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us, by his own blood, entered into the holy 
place not made with hands, and his incorruptible 
body took possession of the place prepared for 
him. Illustrious, however, as ivas the day when 
he triumphantly left the earth, and, attended 
by his mighty angels, entered the heavenly 
abodes, it must be acknowledged that the day 
of the first Christian Pentecost was no less il- 
lustrious. Then he who sat down on the right 
hand of the majesty on high, shed his rich gifts 
on his faithful disciples ; and from the heavens 
which received his glorified human nature, his 
holy spirk descended to compensate for the want 
of his personal presence. In a miraculous man- 
ner the Apostles were baptised with the holy^ 
Ghost atid with fire, transformed into the image 
of their Lord by the spirit which they received 
from him, and prepared to declare throughout 

•Luke«4.50,51. 
D 3 
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the world what they had seen with tbeir cyea, 
what they had heard with tbejr eans, and whaJt 
their hands had handled of the word of life. 

The event recorded in that part of the history 
of the Acts of the Apostles which is contained 
in the verses now read i^ your bearing, and 
which I design to make the subject of this even- 
ing's discourse, is the foundation of all the sue* 
x:eeding labours of these holy me^, the platforasi 
,upon which the whole sjuperstrucMire of the 
Christian church was tp be erected. 

The personal ministry of Ojur blessed Lord waft 
confined to thje Jews. '' Ue w^ not sent bull 
^*to the lost sheep of th{3 hou^e of Israel/* 
From amongst the J(ews he chose the Apostles 
and first ministers of his gospel. In the preseius^ 
of the Jews his mighty worfos w-ere perforp^ed. 
Among them he suiSPered. By their wieiiieil 
^ands he was put to an ignoniimous and painful 
death. " To them first, God baybg raised up 
^^ bis son Jesus, sent him to bless them in 
*' turning away every one of them fronj his init 
** quities/'* 

But very e^rly in his ministry hfs had foretold 
tha|: his doctrine would b? rejected by the far 
greater part of his bretbjen, that th0 children of 
t[>p kingdom should on this accoufit be ca^t out^ 
IM^hile nations who had long been covered with 
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gross spiritual darkness slfrauFd be enlightened 
with the knowledge of the true God. "The 
•* time Cometh'^ said he to the woman of Sama- 
ria, ** when neither in this mountain, nor yet at 
** Jerusalem, shall ye worship the father. The 
" hour conieth, and now is, when the true wor- 
•^shippers shall worship the Fathep in spirit and 
" in truth/^* Thi^ abolition of the distinction 
between Jews and Gentilesr, which had subsisted 
for so many ages^, was not to take place till he 
should finish the work which the Father gave 
him to do, and the promulgation of his gospel 
to the nations of the earth was to be confided 
to his Apostles. That they might be qualified 
for entering upon an enterprise so important, 
and at the same time so difficult and dangerous, 
it wa» necessary that their minds should be en- 
larged; that an accurate and comprehensive 
view of the whole scheme of doctrine which 
they were to teach should be communicated to* 
them ; that they should be armed with the 
power of working miracles, as a seal of the 
truth of their commission ; that they should be 
able to speak the languages of the countries 
whose inhabitants they were to address ; and 
that they should be endowed with the Spirit of 
courage and zeal, of prudence, patience, and' 
perseverance. 

• John 4. «U 2f5; 
T> S 
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Accordingly, we have seen that when Jesus, 
in the course of his conversations with his dis- 
ciples, led their minds forward to the grandeur 
of the office to which they were destined, and to 
the difficulty of the duties which they would 
be called to perform, he never failed to support 
them by the promise of the communication of 
his spirit, " to guide them into all truth,'' to 
enable them to understand and speak various 
languages, to invest them with the power of 
healing all manner of sicknesses and all manner 
of diseases, to touch their lips with fire from the 
altar of God, and to give them a wisdom and 
energy of expression which none of their adver- 
saries should be able to overcome. When de- 
prived of the personal presence of their beloved 
master, they placed the most perfect reliance 
upon these consolatory promises, and looked 
forward with confidence to the fulfilment of 
them. From the place where they had seen 
him ascend into heaven, they returned, accord- 
ing to his command, to Jerusalem ; and pro« 
ceeded to the appointment of another Apostle 
in the place of the traitor Judas, /a ie a witness 
with them of the resurrection of Jesus. Their 
whole conduct in this transaction, as it is re- 
lated in the latter part of the preceding chapter, 
shows that, far from thinking their connexion 
fvith their Lord to have been dissolved by his 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE II, 59 

departure, they considered tliemselveSj from that . 
day, as persons devoted to the service to which 
he had so solemnly appointed them ; and that 
they delayed the commencement of their mi* 
nistry, only till they should receive *' power 
"from on high,"" according to his promise. 
•* And virhen the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
^' they were all with one accord in one place. 
*^ And suddenly there came a sound from heaveo, 
^^ as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
" the house where they were sitting. And 
** there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like. 
'^ as of fire, and it 'sat upon each of them : and 
^^ they were all filled with the holy Ghost, and 
** began to speak with other tongues, as the 
"spirit gave them utterance/' 

In illustrating this most interesting portion of 
sacred history, let me solicit your attention to 
the circumstances in the order of the Evan* 
geiist^s narration ; — the time of the accomplish* 
ment of the promise of Jesus, when the day of. 
PeniecOsi wasjiilly come; — the persons on whom 
the holy spirit descended and the place where 
they were assembled, they were all with one ac^ 
cord in one place ; — the sudden and miraculous 
manner, of the effusion of the spirit, suddenly 
there came a sound Jrom heaven, ms of a rushing 
f»ighty wind, and it Jilled all the house where they, 
were sitting, and there appeareii unto them cbvefh 
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tongues like as of fire ^^ and it sat upbi$ each of 
them ; — and the wonderful effects produced on 
the ApostleSy tAetf were aU filed with the holy 
Ghost J and began to speak with other tongues as: 
the spirit gave them utter ance4 

I. The time when " the promise of the 
" Father/* which the disciples " had heard of 
<* Jesus/^ was fulfilled, demands our firsl at- 
tention. 

Pentecost was the name of a feast observed 
annually by the Jews, on the fiftieth day after 
the most solemn service of their ritual, that of 
the Passover, instituted to commemorate the 
deliverance of their Fathers from their bondage 
in Egypt. On the day before the paSsover 
Jesus was crucified; all Saturday, the Jewish 
sabbath, he lay in the grave ; and be rose early 
on the morning of the day after the sabbath, tbei 
first day of the week. Noit the feast of Pente- 
cost, fifty days after that passover at which our 
saviour suffered, was the time chosen by the 
wisdom of God for the miraculous descent of 
his spirit upon the Apostles. Several circum-* 
stances rendered that season peculiarly eligible* 
It was the anniversary of the day when the Ia# 
was given from mount Sinai — it Was one of the 
three great feasts at which all the males of th^ 
ohil^eti of Isrstel were required to appeal al 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



JeruMlpai ;-^ir #a8 llie MtDe fiitt 6hf of th^ 
tireek dti vrhkb JesM had risen ftom ffafe de^^ 
dtid on t^h>cK he bad repeatedly dppefired to hi* 
di6Gipit;9. f n e^cb of these drCttindt^iieea w# 
shall find much grandeur and Wisdom of ehokn 
displayed. 

The feast Of Pentecost was the annitersary 
of the day when the Ldw, clothed in all its 
terroi»s, had been proclaimed from moont Sinai; 
and how many interesting associations does this 
recollection excite in the mind ? It uriites in 
out view two great events, each of which was 
the beginning of a new eta in the history of thd 
worW. Carry your thoughts backwards through 
•the long peiiod of fiifteen btindred yedrs, to the 
(Commencement of the M osaical economy, when 
the children of Israel were first fbrmed into n 
separate religions and political body. . They had 
come forth in triumph out of Egypt. Tliey had 
seeli their enemies the Egyptians, who wished 
again to enslave them, overwhelmed by the waves 
of the ted sea, through which they had themselves 
passed in safety. The night when they beganr 
their march^ they had been commanded to keep^ 
holy thronghont their generations, by the an* 
tttial celebration of the feast of the passover. 
They had been led by eas^y marches to the foot 
df Sinai, a lofly and tugged monntatn m the 
stesert* of Arabia. Thercj on the fifAeth day 
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after their departure from the land of their bond- 
age, the law of God was pronounced in thei| 
hearing, from amidst darkness and tempest, and 
in a manner so awful as to strike the immense 
multitude with terror. 

After many ages had passed, after many 
changes had taken place, and when the appointed 
time, the celebration of the annual feast of the 
passover was come, Jesus suffered according 
to the Scriptures of the prophets, poured out bis 
soul unto deaths and made himself an offering 
for sin. As our paschal lamb be wasi sacrificed 
for us, for our deliverance from the slavery of 
vice, a slavery far more dreadful and degrading 
than that of the Israelites in £gypt. And on 
Xhe^fiieth day from the passover at which he 
was crucified, on the day of Pentecost, the 
spirit of grace miraculously descended upon his 
Apostles. 

From Sinai the commission formerly given to 
Moses to be the leader and prophet of Israel was 
attested and confirmed. — By the effusion of the 
spirit of Christ, at the first Pentecost after his 
ascension, the miraculous powers formerly con- 
ferred upon his Apostles were renewed and en- 
larged, and these ministers were furnished with 
ample credentials to prove the truth of their com- 
mission as immediately appointed by Jesus him- 
self, to promulgate his doctrine amongst the 
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nations, and to direct and regulate the affairs of. 
his church. 

The whole system of judicial laws and cere* 
inonial services peculiar to the Mosaical dis** 
pensation was communicated to the Jewish 
lawgiv er on mount Sinai. — It was at the first 
Christian Pentecost that the Apostles were in-* 
structed in the system of doctrine which they 
were to teach, and in the nature of the worship 
and discipline to be established in Christian 
assemblies. And as all things respecting the 
tabernacle in the wilderness, and the worship of 
God amongst the Israelites, were to be conducted 
according to the pattern shewed to Moses on the 
mount; so in the christian church, all things 
respecting its constitution and service, aie to be 
regulated by the laws published by the Apostles 
under the direction of the spirit of inspiration 
that rested upon them; 

These are striking circumstances of resem- 
blance between the two dispensations in their 
respective commencement on the day of Pente- 
cost. But the points in which they differ are 
still more marked, and calculated to excite our 
gratitude for the more spiritual and extensive 
blessings which we enjoy under the New 
Testament. . 

When the law was given from Sinai " there 
^^were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
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** tlond upon the mount, and the voice of the 
^' trumpet exceeding loud, so that all the peo« 
•♦ pie that were in the camp trembled/* ** And 
*^ mount Sinai was altogether in smoke, because 
*^ the Lord descended upon it in fire : and the 
*^ smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
'* furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 
*^ And when the Toice of the trumpet sounded 
** long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses 
•• spake, and God answered him by a voice/'* 
How many of the grandest and most terrific 
appearances in nature enter into this discrip- 
tion ? Thunder, lightning, tempests, earthquake, 
blackness of darkness, the trumpet of God ; 
and all these only the instruments of divine 
power, signs of drvine presence and majesty. 
The awful manner in which this law was de- 
ItTCf^d corresponded with its nature as the 
ministration of condemnation. — The spirit of the 
Gospel of Christ, as the ministration of peace 
and truth, was also declared by the manner of 
its publication. It came in glory, indeed, but 
in a mild glory, that struck no terror into the 
minds of the disciples. Fire descended firom 
heaven, but it was a fire that consumed not ; a 
lambent flame resting upon each of the Apostles. 
Another point of difference is, that the law 
pven from Sinai was designed to separate the 

• Ex. 19. 16, 18, 19. 
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€(bildreQ of krael from all otber nations ;«.~thf 
commission given to the Apostles on the day of 
Pentecost, was designed to break down thut 
separating wall, and to dijSiise the blessings of 
the gospel to all the tribes of oien^ No fact in 
tbe history of mankind is more fully e6tablisiie4 
than the early and almost universal prevalence 
of idolatrous worship^ When the descendants 
of the pdrtiarch Noah multiplied and were 
Scattered abroad upon the face of the earth, they 
gradually lost the knowledge and relinquished 
the worship of the only living and true God* 
But as they could not divest their minds of th^ 
idea of the eicistence of superior invisible powers^ 
tbey multiplied the objects of their adoration* 
confined the influence of these objects to particu^ 
lar places and departments, and supposed them 
to reside in corporeal bodies* To use the ex« 
pre^^sive language of the Apostle to the Romans 
" They changed the glory of the incorruptible 
'^ God, into an image made like to corruptible 
^^man, and to birds, and four footed beastsi 
*' and creeping things^ They changed the truth 
^^ of God into a lie, and wco^shipped and e/^rved 
*^ the cisature more than the Creator, who is 
^^jblessed for ever/'* Even io the time of 
Abrahaia, the loti^bitants of the rich and fertile 
eountcieif on the banks of the Euphrates bad 
* Rom. i. 23» fUi. 
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foresaken the God of th.eir father Noah, and 
" served other Gods.^* Four hundred and thirty 
years afterwards, when the law was given from 
Sinai> the descendants of Jacob were the only 
family of mankind amongst whom the know* 
iedge and worship of the true God were pre* 
served. But as they also were in danger of 
being seduced from the service of God, by the 
prevailing ignorance and corruption, it was the 
benevolent purpose of the Mosaical dispensation 
to prescribe such regulations, and to establish 
such institutions, as were best fitted for preser- 
ving them from being infected by the idolatry and 
licentiousness of the neighbouring nations,—- 
for rendering them ^^ a wise and understanding 
** nation, a holy people to the Lord their God." 
The peculiar and restrictive policy of the Jewish 
law, which has been so often misrepresented by 
Ignorance and prejudice, was the means by 
which God, in his adorable providence, pre- 
served what would otherwise have been lost 
among men,— those exalted views of the divine 
nature and government and of the duty and 
destination of man, which are so fully and clearly 
taught in the Scriptures of the Old Testament. 
The law given by the ministry of Moses was 
effectual for the accomplishment of this great 
and merciful purpose, notwithstanding the fre- 
quent apostacies of the Jewish nation to the 
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idolatries of their heathen neighbours. In thte 
sacred writings of the Jews the light of divine 
truth continued to shine for many ages amidst 
thick and deplorable darkness, till long ex- 
perience shewed the unhappy effects of idolatry 
in demoralizing and debasing human nature, 
and reducing society to the lowest state of 
moral degradation. " As they did not like to 
** retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
"over to a reprobate mind/'** 

The Jewish ritual law having accomplished 
its temporary purpose, having preserved the 
knowledge of the true God amongst the Jews, 
while it was entirely lost in the deep darkness 
of the heathen nations, was abolished when the 
world was prepared for a more extensive revela- 
tion. When that fulness of time was come, 
God sent forth his Apostles " commanding all 
*' men every where to repent/* During a long 
course of ages it appeared that the fluctuating 
doctrines and uncertain authority of the wisest 
men of antiquity, were altogether insufficient 
for the instruction of the great body of the 
people, or for recovering them from the debasing 
superstitions by which they were enslaved and 
the depravity of manners by which it was uni- 
versally accompanied. It was necessary that a 
tense o€ duty should be brought home to the 
* Rom. 1. 8«. 
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hearte of ajen, not by the feebjp |ea»oiii)ig0 of ja 
philosopher, whose dictates might with ioip«|iMty 
be rejected or despised, but by the fiM^preipe w* 
thority of the Creator and Preserver, of men, 
flaoctioning his precepts by the promise of r?- 
^ard» and the threatening of .puQi«h|iieii(s 
beyond the grfive. A revelation fro9» h^W^ 
was necessary which niight t^acb, in laQgii^e 
Vniversally intelligible, and with a divine, . »11 
commanding authority, tlie ^kdA^re, perfeptioas, 
0nd government of God; tk^ rel^M^ionf^ the 
duties^ and the hopes of man ; the ^»wm pf Ills 
acceptance with God, of tl|e puri^atiaQ of hjp 
nature, and of his prepaf iitiofi for thf r ^oj^- 
m^pt of eternal happiness in tla^ worUltO mmm. 
This was the design of tb^t e&lai!ge4dispeiifiA- 
tion pf the grace of God which ww whe];ed In 
foy the miraculoua descent of tb^ holy spirU upon 
the Apostles on the day of Penitecost. They 
were con^crated to be the ministi^rs of that dift« 
pensatioD, and qualified for the dujties of thf^ 
office, by the powers conferred upoi^ theoa m 
th^t illiistr^ous occasiop. 3y thejjr miniftiyii 
law was to go forth from Jerusalem, by whiq|i 
the law of cer^monie^ froiu mount Sinai i^aW 
be superseded. The mora) jaw of the ti9|i 
commaadments is indeed of perpetual obl^at^oo, 
ataUjtimes, ip every pNce, and ypon ailtb# 
children of men ; and this law the author of our 
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ftuth cairne not to destroy but tcfiilfll^. But the 
ritual and jildicial oitlinances, which cioiistitU^d 
the restrictive atnl es^clusiv^ part of the Ji^wlatt 
pOHdy, hii/ying served the teitlpdriary pur^e for 
which they wene appointed^ jjfiFve plate to a 
t/^w ^tid'ttioreentarged'dispeittatibh. Thbsie partii 
Of^heM^i$€ii^al1aw^ wbkh w«re Mltiedbnly for the 
hihttbitatlttofa c6n6n^d^itlnt^ Hk« that of Judetf, 
Ah4 whieti never dould -have b^eftte^t^n^iVeiy obi 
Mrvisd^ w&re t& yieid to a' syMen of worship; 
Hiitt^le, spifitueti' a>tid of uHiversul appUcatioril 
lff6trWw«'et\denllyilvith*arefe^n«€?fe this re- 
i§^tkabi\s^Mg&, ^ti^theahniy^Mryof Ait^iv^ 
ifig'of t«e^ lair frocii Sirfai was chos^, By th^>irts. 
doirt<5ft5fc^ ftf thetffdsibtfofthfe Holy s^itll tip6n 
rtie A^ttesr; Tli^ wer^ to i#eai!i ^eafc^ by 
*es«i»€1ttftt, Efof to th^ mhfcbitaSits orj^ef litekfitt 
^*^<i€f;4iiit ttt nten of every natlott undfefr Keav^iftf. 
P Havle!- dWelt longer upon this cohicrdeficci 
Bitt#«ftii the? ptibMcation df th6 JfeWrsh hiw anfd 
tCtercottrniissrdn givfeii tb the A pdstleis, because it 
laf thii pritfcffpri point ri^t)ectitf^ the tithe of the 
a«Jcoi4ipKrf<ttteTYt of thef proraisfe given to thttn 
By'le*dtisf: The 'ti*6 other dircunistances^ whicH 
Prtfetittetf^d, th'atat'thefi^sftof Petftitfbst rhSirlti- 
ttfdfes'of JeW^aHsertfbled at Jerusaleixi, atfd th^t 
ft HvS«r thef skxH^ day lif thfr #tek on i;(rhi^h Jestis 
rdsd'ftbilif thfedfearf, wSfll rdqtfire littF* ifttfitftftion' 
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The time chosen for conferring upon the 
Apostles authentic credentials of their mission^ 
was one of the three great feasts at which all 
the males of the children of IsraeL were com* 
manded to appear before the Lord their God in 
Jerusalem. On a former occasion Jesus had 
foretold to the people assembled at the passoVer 
the event nqwaacomplished^ with equal pub*- 
licity, at the feast of Pentecost. *^ On the last 
;^^ djay^ that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
*' and cried» sayings If any man thiret let him 
*< come unto me and drink : this he spake of 
"the spirit which they that believe on bim^ 
^^ should receive, for the holy Ghost was not 
"yet given,because Jesus was not yet glorified.'** 
Atthis great feast strangers resorted from all> 
quarters, to Jerusalem^ not only the inhabitaats 
of Judea and Samaria, but Jewish families also 
who were sicattered amongst the gentilesi and 
proselytes from these nations who accompattied"^ 
them. "There were dwelling at Jerusalem,^ 
••Jews, devout men, out of every na;tion under 
" heaven/' And in the enumeration givei^inr 
the nintb, tenth, and eleventh verses of tWr 
chapter, we find nations mentioned which were*' 
very remote from each Other. *^ Partbians, and" 
^'Medes^ and ,£lanutes, and the dwellers ^m- 
[^ Meso{K>tamia, an^ ^^ Judea,. and CapadcKcia^ 

•John 7. 37, » 
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*4n Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, 
" in Egypt, and the parts of Lybia about Cyreiie, 
"and strangers of Rome, Cretes, and Arabians, 
"we do hear them speak in our own tongues 
" the wonderful works of God/* 

We have no reason to suppose that any of 
the inhabitants of an island so distant as Great 
Britain, were present in Jerusalem at this feast' 
of Pentecost, to return to their countrymen with 
an account of the great things which tljey had 
seen and heard.- But the day on which we 
meet together for public worship, reminds us' 
that the blessings which flowed frdm the dis-^ 
pensation of the miraculous gifts of the spirit of 
God to the Apostles, have extended to us. 
The first day of the week^ the Lord's day^ vf^n 
the day on which the ministers of Jesus we're 
filled with the holy Ghost, and began to speak* 
with other tongues as the spirit gave them' 
utterance. This is the third circumstance which' 
manifests the wisdom of Jei^us in the choice of 
time. On the fitst day of the week he rose frota' 
thf grave, and that day has^ver since bfeen kept* 
hoiy by the Christian church, in commemoration 
of his resurrection. But we ought also to re- 
collect with, gratitude, that the same day i^ a 
cowmeiporation of the miraculous effiisibn of 
thaspirit, which comfirmed the appointment of 
the Christian sabbath. 

3L 2 
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L shall, close these qb^T'WtipQp raspjeqting 
th^ tifneot theoompunipattoqiof s^g^rnatural 
knowledge and ppvi^ to.thp, AposUes,. with the* 
j)i8t and beajutifui. refl^tippf^. qf th^ author of • 
Sacred Biography., *♦ ]^ei| tl;i0 Ittin^t^ circum- 
^ stances of tiinesi an() .pl^o^ may^ have a sigfii- 
<^ ficancy and an iai(K>r|ai|c^,of wihicb we[ ha¥e> 
^^ at present, no a{ipr^h(ii\sion. , An^If aoi, fuUjT^ 
^' persuaded} lyjien' 605) e^lnaUf b^ ples^fi* tQ> 
^* vouchsafe: 11% clcHurert \\^%u ^1)4 ^^^ <}^^ 
^* cpv^ifA^ot hi% vi^ill,. nqq^erlesi^ iiistappei^ oU 
^^cQit^cifl^p^e. an4> rejai^^bla^ii^ between tbor 
" leg^:^d: ef^aogeliwl 1 <Ml©?watioiwp( shallt ru.sfe 
" upoi>^ usi of wlii<^^ w^e^^fnoWffcSMnrnQjCWirf 
<<<:eptk)ii) WbjvGQ^.'t^s ^|«^mted tb? s^eFemh> 
cf 4^y to be tlt^ weelfilyt &^bbatb>; why tlT9 k^^ 
'? w«3; pKodsttPi^; fwifti SiOfii jui?*, aften ,s0v«iii 
«? timeSf se^ven d^FSp. Ha^ ej>pse<llfrg« dne^gpiog^ 
*^out of Egypt; why,* in^ tfce. posMSMon of 
<' Canaan, th« lap4 fw«^ to: b^ permitted to reafe 
"every sjBve^itb; y<ejMf»; Mfh^ttlieigieiicliaitreteMtfii 
" OK yeajr oliJ^ttbilfe^. waiht9Mstea^lyf0bs^Kro* 
^* aftejr a con^iliaf^r rev0lutloft of; seveor ttmeii 
** seven ypawrs.and : whjF> tb^holy gbosU vTai 
"giveq>wA^^'/i^fl?ip^o/:fV«/^^ covs'iTv 

" or a^er£9yf».ti»iM. sey^Br, ditys^ frtiox the dhy^ 

" tl^^e afdc: qi^stijDin^swbicbcwei pbMehdt ^ motr^to 
^^ resolve. But certain itrifi;. ttmecuthiiigiJiavo 
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^^ a meaiHiig^ J ^kmto 'it nai wm^ but I ^hdU 
^^ibnow itiheneafter.^'''^ 

. M. The UJtrration of iftie iEvangelhrt ttreoBt 
directs our ^attention to tbe persons on vv«faaln 
tfae ia|)irit'.of>^iis chssoendcid on timt)nQeiliGarable 
dBy^ mxid ytike fdOif^MvimTe dnrey^WHie assembled. 
Xbere jis oonsidifntble di&mence ot opinion 
ai&OQDgst TMx|nnsKeiKiiatoii5 asi^ped^ing itbe persons 
Umritimfed iu 1Mb inerae. Soine contend itbat libe 
expresi^ion pf>Su iduke indl^ud^s ^he htmdred 
and inventy mpotknied in Jtbe fifteenth ^fisise xs£ 
eif >tbe /fir^t tobsKpt^r« Otbecs supposiC 4ihat 'he 
Kht^ttoJ^ iAposttesjonlyl If we iook bade to 
tire beig^nnHigiof iftie.preoedinig chapter^ we sbaU 
find (that l)be :dkpMtles were irbe peisons whom 
tiie QEvatigelist had chiefly in. view. :^' VtrAVL 
^^itfaeafay/on whieh he was:taA:€^>up, af^er llhkt 
^*>h(^ Hbvciagh the IHdIy 'Ghost iiad gi^en ^eom^ 
^< raanditterrt tmto tke Af^les ^hom he had 
^(^mtk*' SIke viatore M ^his *oQniahandineB.t is 
tMpi|]iiiied!ifnidh« feowtfa verse^ ^'ithat they should 
^^inot'deipart tSmm i^^ufeaieo^ hat wait for tim 
^^pr<mi^ifftlife JPtttb&r.'* 'To the A^Vwitlds 
litoie Jbdfdi^ecl #te rpromite cemtahi^ lino-the 
nceeedUeig vmsc:; >' Ye sb^Iljbe /baptised with 
" the Holy Ghost not many dtgrs 'henice.^/ 
A»i&f&iw^y JUdner ^dne fh^t of ^he nmA^s of tha 
* mi^tvfi^iieM miagktit^ Vol. II. iLm. aa 
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54 DISCOURSE II. 

eleven disciples io the thirteenth verse, iris 
added, ^^ These all continued with one accord 
*' in prayer and supplication/' The persons also 
mentioned in the last verse of the preceding 
x^hapter, to which the words under consideration 
naturally refer, are the eleven Apostles. I am, 
therefore, jdisposed to think that the expression, 
" They were all with one accord in one place,*' 
is of the same extent as the similar phrase in the 
fourteenth verse of the preceding chapter, ' and 
that it refers to the. Apostles only. As the 
commission which Jesus gave previous to' his 
ascension^ ** Go ye^ teach all nations,'' was ad-* 
dressed to none but the Apostles, although there 
can be no doubt that other disciples were pre- 
sent ; so the cloven tongues like as of fire appear 
totne to have rested on the Apostles alone, 
although others of the hundred and twenty dis* 
ciples may have met with them on the day of 
Pentecost. The twelve only received the re- 
velation of the whole scheme of the doctrine of 
the Gospel, aiid were endowed with the highest 
miraculous powers, by that effusion of th^ spirits 
Inferior powers were afterwards communicated 
to many of the disciples, but chiefly, although not 
in every instance j by the laying on of the hands 
of the Apostles. • 

' The place where they assembled on this oc^ 
casion appears to have been the same to whicb 



Digitized by 



Google 



DlSCOtUSS II. 53 

they retired when they returned from witness* 
ing the ascension of Jesus.* There is every 
peason to suppose that it was the same ^* large 
•* upper room" where previous to his death, he 
.had directed preparations to be made for eatin]g 
the passover with his disciples. ;j' the place 
where he had affectionately addressed them, 
and soothed and comforted their minds deeply 
depressed by the prospect of his approaching 
' removal ; j; the place where he had instituted 
the sacrament of the supper as a memorial of 
bis death till the end of time ; the place Where 
they met together after his resurrection with the 
doors shut for fear of the Jews, and where he 
himself appeared in the midst of them, dispelled 
their fears, and removed every doubt respecting 
the indentity of his person, by shewing them 
the print of the nails that had pierced his hands 
and his feet. In that apartment, hallowed, 
endeared j by so many remembrances and as* 
sociations, they were all with one accord, ani- 
mated by the same principles and the -same 
hopes, waiting for the promised spirit of their 
master to qualify them for his service. 

' J design, in my next discourse,'to shew the prd* 
priety and significance of the visible emblditi 

•A^U, I. IS,' tl-uke, «2, 10. 19. J John, 14. 15, id 
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46 DISCQUHSjB JI. 

which ,ffccQiBpai],iecl .the deaceot of the spirit; aiyi 
Xo trace the wonderful e^ectsof this clispeosatic^ 
in prcip^riiijg the Ap98tle8, immediately ?aid fuUy, 
ior dischaiging the duties of 4:he hig/ti office ilo 
wh|ich they ^ere appointed^ 

Jhe review ^f this subject i^(i^gest$ two ire- 
41eQtions ; oipe refi|>ecti,i^ the harmony betwee;p 
^the Old Xestameotaad the New ; aad aootb^r 
jte^^f\ng the improyement which we tought to 
^ake of ^he 4'iff^vence between them. 

}fk vaewuig the repiarkahle coiiaci^eaoe Jbe- 
jbwqen «the .giving of ^the law fitom ^aai 09 tl^ 
jday of Pe^teqobt, apd the ^descent of the Jbqiy 
Sjpiiprit on .^he fianiyerB^ry of tljie same fc^, ^e 
canjjKH^ Avoid o^bserviiig .ari^id adminqg 4iie4^r- 
^sing l^jcnany between the Old Testameu^t 
fiod the New, their miiftjual connexion, the siiq^- 
port wji^^ch jbhey give to. e/^ch other, and l^e 
uniffoEmky of the gr<eat designs of P4royi4ence 
carried forward ujider t)9th diapensatioi^s. The 
Jia^w and tl^ go^[>el ^owe4 ftom the t^ame -un^r- 
IfVfB wisdom, forine<d iparis of the «ame vast plfMii, 
were promu}gat$4 'by the same diving ,9iutl;Ktfity, 
and were directed to the same great and glorious 
^nds. l^he law bad a ^ha^offf of good thiqga to 
frome, and the gofipel exhib^jts the substqnce ^f 
these flj^iado^y insititu,tiow3» The powers com* 
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<Gpmpjsfi|ipp gl>vaii «o rf^jm ^o MOn irtltor this 
v9HC€f»sie|i, were lb? p^^tmneMWieflt x)f a «mit 
m^ Uhpta:k>ius r^is|]i^Mti9n) fWbiqh btd Imm 

i^erdesUfiQi^i^A], hut a$ rt^ iflQi|D|)ldtiqii ^f itbc 
»^e^l^fK>i)$ry ipstitations und^ vv^biob fthef^ Iw^. 
" Sberspwitvof iGbukit wbicdt ^ws >n ith^mie^- 
'^ |m^ lb€^@BMi^(ii>d . ike >&ufferii^ of <Qbpi«k, sttad 
^> fth(?!glQry ^b«t jsbwJd ftjH^w. JBJQto ip^m it 
M ^||^ i:e^^|ed 4hat tioi .w^tQ^tbammliMy :bi»i 

^ nre DOur retpoikedtiiBto ^oulby ^hem ithit liMe 
>^< j)read[i6d ike gogpel uato-^ey, iirtV^ ./j(^ Jiiil^ 

lecraafipcoidieaoe, of ialfl the ^avt^i^filbis fOMifiCd- 
Js^nsbie sQbefsie, reaciUngfrom^heib^i^toiiigte 
^ibejEnviifiif lufiifi, we «iigihtit^ b^ aeoftifbtetef tke^ 
iBiupeivM«r«d9^ta9e9.€tf(tbe!Qbn«ti^ 
A>tGejeii9e is iks ^nHtilegos ^attd UitssiAgii, Mid >ti> 
uttidk»»xHir i0 ^prwie tbesn. liot conf firfbiris 
'^dften idivttil mith )graM:iide upoffi tbe ^jcewttirMt. 
^betarestn Ake te^iDiis ef ^MuUDt SiUiiil, i»id fihe 
!tettd aad ^jBaoefioil .mtroduAtion ef lrinec|pq^Irof 
iSbdat lotD liMdJ^orid ;rrf-bsirwies» tbeseveseimd 
'lieaai oode of tbs JLeMiiah Hiatilxetioit^ mmA the 
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58 DISCOURSE II. 

spirit of love and mercy which dictated the 
Christian laiw, and breathes through all its pre- 
cepts ;—-*between what may be termed the 
rcdremonious distance of the One, and the heart- 
felt sincerity and reality of the other ; — between 
' the confined and temporary adaptation of the 
one, and the expensive and enduring influence 
of the other^ fitted for pervading all nations, 
and for shedding its blessings through all ages. 

I cannot better point out the practical im« 
provement to be made of this subject, than by 
directing youi^ attention to an eloquent passage 
of the Apostle of the Gentiles, in the twelfth 
chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews. The 
great body of this epistle contains an extended 
comparision between the Mosaical and the 
Christian dispensations. The writer expatiates 
with delight upon the superiority of the great 
Apostle and high Priest of our profession, to the 
imperfect sinful priests under the law, who could 
not continue by reason of death ; the superiority 
of the rational and spiritual worship prescribed 
in the New Testament to the burdensome yoke 
of ceremonies under the Old; the superiority 
of the spirit Of light, of joy, and of hope, which 
every where breathes in the Gospel of Christ, 
to the darkness, the doubt, the servitude wbieh 
characterized the legal dispensation. In the 
close of this striking contrast, the Apostle 
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dwells upon the very point which I bare con« 
sidered in this discourse,«*-«*the oppositioii be? 
tween the terrors that attended the giving of 
the law from Sinai, and the mildness and grace 
of the manner of the publication of the gospel 
of Christ. " For/' says he, " ye are not come 
^^ unto the mount that might be touched,^' that 
is mount Sinai, at the foot of which Moses as* 
sembled the whole congregation of Israel tQ 
meet with God, when in awful majesty he pror 
nounced his law in their hearing,-<>-'* ye are not 
*^ come unto the mount that might be touched^ 
^' and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, 
^^and darkness, and tem|>est, aqd the sound of 
*^ a trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice 
*^ they that heard intreated that the word should 
^* not be spoken to them any more : for they 
«« could not endure tbatiybich was commapded* 
^* And if so much as a beast touqh the mountain, 
*^ it shall be ^stoned, or thrust through with a 
*' dart. And so terrible was the sights that 
^' Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake. 
•^Rut ye are come** to a much milder and more 
attractive, though not less commanding dispen^ 
sation ; " but ye are come to mount Sion"— 
oniB of the eminences on which the city of Jeru- 
salem stdod, and the top of which was crowned 
with their; magoificent temple, but here used 
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fi^tursttrvcfly^ aBinTOany other passages »of£crip« 
titve, (for the tlfspeiiBatioai of >graQe and truth 
whioh caibe% ffesiKiChriat ;— '^ to tfae^heaveriiy 
'^'Jeiiusedeiii, >fhe city of the living fGod/^ Ihe 
church df Chnet ^considered both jid its^com* 
menoemeiiFt <on earth, «nd its .completion io 
heaven, tDbe Afioatle evidently designs to re- 
presefft ^fhese us dneeparabiy connected, and 
viewB uli true iChrtstiaDS on earth tas alffeadjr 
vnitedi by 4iBtfth and affiectioo, bf principle and 
Atsposkton, ^o the church (triumphant ;abov«^ 
Accordingly )fele adds, ^' ¥e ^are come to ma dn- 
^^'mimeriible oompany iofai^els,to)tfaeigenerai 
^^assembly and church <if Aie;firBt;barB, which 
'"^'are written inlieavea, and>to God ithegudge of 
**8(I1, and to the spirito of juBt men made petfect, 
^^and to J^esus^he awediator of the new covenant, 
'^and'toKbe iileod ot sprinkling that speaketh 
** better things ithan J^h«t of AbeL^ Sran 4his 
fiiagiiificont vvtw of the .heavenly «oci6^ to 
Mrhich Christians are in some^degree introdnoed 
by 4heir cb^neicion with the visiUe churdh of 
God on earth, tke Apostle draws two tnferonces; 
one .respecting the gitih and danger of tiimiiig 
a deaf ear to the voice ^f God, and another re* 
spectiii^ the obligation to hely vevercM^al obe* 
dience arising from ^be inestiaMble Jbrtesaiiiga 
and great and preciow paomises ^ the goapoi. 
*' See that ye refuse not him that speaketh : for 
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**if they escaped not who refused him that 
"spake on earth," Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, <* much more shall not we escape, if we 
"turn away fromhim thatspeaketh from heaven," 
who communicated his spirit from heaven to his 
Apostles on the day of Pentecost, and who still 
speaks to us by their writings, — " Wherefore 
" we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
<« moved;'* having been received into the 
Christian church which is often styled, the 
kingdom o/*6oc^,— beingadmitted to the privileges 
of that kingdoif which all . tUe pb\wrs of earth 
And of hell shall not be able to overturn, which 
shall continue to i mfom % on earth, and at 
last be perfected in heaven ; having received 
this immovable . yngdon, ^'1^ us have grace 
" whereby we may serve God acceptably, with 
«* tw^€iist^ attd' godly feiar. For odr Gbd is i^ 
•^>censuttmigi ftiS/' 
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Acts XL 1—4. 

And when the daif of Fentecost was ,/ulfy eeme^ 
they were allwiih one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sonndjrom heaven^ as of 
a rushing mighty wind^ and it^lled ail the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fir e^ and it sat 
upon each qfthem ; and they were fitted with the 
holy Ghosts and began to speak with other tongues 
as the spirit gave them utterance. 

It is justly observed by Archbishop Tillotsoni 
ID his sermon on the words which 1 have now 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE III. 63 

t^ad) that one of the chief, designs of the dis* 
pensations of God towards the Jews, and of the 
giving of the law to them by Moses, was. to be 
a type of the Christian church, and of the dis- 
pensation of the Gospel by the Son of God. It 
" is therefore,'' he adds, *'not wonderful that 
*Mhe Divine Providence should so order tbe^ 
'* events of things, that the seasons of dispensing: 
^^ the great evangelical blessings should happen, 
^* at the same times, when the great blessings of. 
"the Law, which were types of thetn, were; 
"dispensed and commemorated. , Thus pur 
V Saviour, who was the Lamb of God, was slain 
^'and offered up at the same time that the pa3« 
^ sover was kept, and the paschal lamb was slain 
" and offered up amongst the Jews* And as at. 
•* the lime of Pentecost (which was fifty days! 
"after) the Jews were appointed to rejoice 
" before the Lord, and %o offer tl^ir first fruits, > 
" by way of grateful acknowledgment to. God 
" for the fruits of the earth, then newly gathered, 
^'in; so did God likewise, at the same time,. 
** inipart the first fruits of the Holy Spirit to jthe; 
** Apostles, who were to be the first and chief 
** labourers in that spiritual harvest, to which 
" they were appointed iy the Lord qfikeiarvesi.^ 
"And, which is yet more remarkable, at the^ 
" same season that the law was delivered to the 
" Jewi^j the gospel began to be published froai 
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*> nlDQiit Sioov in ar wondetful) tlfifughfiloi^w 
^* terfibie, a manner, m the kiw Waft« given* fwmi 
'^ mount Siiiai/^ 

Conibitnable to these db^erv^ati^ntub ihe^eW^ 
tHiicHi^bavte tak^n^ in tbcr^pn^^cedibg^ d<MMtt«t^ 
d^liieddinimbte il'i«dom>-dOJedUs in^the' c^hotee' 
(f^iifM for tte cdmrntini^ticfif of tb^ gift# of \IW 
^tk to hiB> twelver Ap<iit(^s$-^tb^ daj^oftlie 
sRiniviifftarf of tb« giving o<P tfarfiaw, ^#dotfi- 
ftiMeemi^rtt' of the p6M<:fAltii^ reSgie^fi^eo^taf. 
mee^of^tftiecHiikliie^ cX I«raM a^ar^wpflmid bi%; 
By th^i first, tti« coffifmiiflsidn'of Mo«^ lO^thd' 
Iatfdai«^aiid'propber^Go^ cfhc^en pe0pi«, i^iT 
ren^iv^d and cdnfi^med. Bf «b« ireicdtodj thef 
oommidsfdii of thdM itb<Ah^ J^oidhtct a^I»>iMtd 
ft> be the chief m'mi^terdf^ €^' hi0 kingdom^ wuft* 
tfgdtkt^i affd^theyiwisrifr fuf»)6ti^d witb^ew'pkywtdn^ 
and cpftdontiftlst, td dxckb> th^ atl^ntton, i^nd^td' 
cdnittland the respect of nttokind.*-^to t\m crdeV 
Moses* received conipJet^ diffectidi]tt> for' e^ty 
institution respecting the political and eodev 
aiaatieai establishment df the t\Velve tribed^^virbMtf 
he had brought om of Egypt. Itf the ottiter;' 
the Apddtles MTerfe e^lighletfed' in e^ry things 
rtsspecting the constitution and U^6r^^p^^^tli<r 
Ghristtan church. No less^s^Hking arettefelr- 
cumstanees by* which theses t\fo 'disp^nsatfony 
were contrasted with one anot^heri The hnW 
yktA the ministf attoa- of tentor ; the <5espet #efl^ 
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Ithe ministration of grace and truth. The Mo-, 
saical economy was. restrictive and exchisive ; 
the Christian economy was designed to abolish 
forever the distinction between Jew and Gentile, 
and to comprehend all nations in one common 
faith. The first was foroied for only temporary 
duration; the last was designed to bless the 
nations of the earth- during a long series of ages, 
till at the consummation of all things, it should 
receive its completion in the heavenly world. ' 
Besides these analogies, the multitudes of 
people who assembled at Jerusalem to observe 
the feast of Pentecost, rendered that day peeui 
Karly suitable for the comihuhidaiion of the 
gift of tCMigues to the Apostles. It wafs also the 
£rst day of the week, the day on which Jesiiis 
burst the biands of dedth and came forth in tri* 
umph from the grave, thfe day Which he had en- 
deared to his disciplc^s by" repeated' gracious ap- 
pearances and communications, the day which 
they had consecrated to his Worship and service. 

. III. Let us now attend to the third par- 
ticular stated in the wordsl of the Evangelist ; 
f he manner- of the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Apostles, and the propriety and signi- 
ficance of the external symbols with which it 
was accompanied. Suddenly there came a sound 
frofn heaven^ as of a rushing mighty xmnd^ and it 
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JflhdoJliie house where thej^weare siUmg: 
tkere appeared unio them choen tongues^ like a$ 
effire^ <md it SQt upen each t^ihem. 

When MoMa had leared the tabernaole in 
th^ wildero^aa at the comoiencemeqt of the legal 
diapena^tioD, and bed fioifbed it according 10 
tb? pattern shfsiffd bim in the mount, it is aaid 
that ^^ a cloud covered the tent of the congrega* 
'' tiqn* and the glory of the Lovd filfed the 
^< tabefoacle. And Moaea was qat able to eater 
^' into the tent of the oongmgation, beceiiae the 
«*etoud id>ode tbeieoA, and the gkivy of dif 
V lx>rd filled the tM^evBecle/ •« When the wiae 
king of Israel bad finiehed the huiJbdiog of kj^ 
SQiiagDJficeiit temple, when the. psif ^ 1^ htwgH 
\9i the «jrk of the ooveMnt; el tln^ I^or^ to hll 
ptoce, ^^ a cloud filled th^. hoJtia^ of tho S^«d» 
^« ao that the prWstaoc^ld motataod^to auQiat^ 
f ' becauae of th^ cloudi, for %lm %\Q^y of tb* 
S' Lovd bad fill.ed the hPMae^ of %\m Lwd*''t 
In like maniiei^ %bfi wn^m^s^mm9\ cf %\m 
Christian dispensation was signalized by the 
deacept of the glory gf Gpd» th^ appe^i]Bpce 
9C tb^ ^n^bgla. of diyiw pros^ftce s^nd powef^ 
Vk the place where the Apostlea* were a** 
aeiQfbled 00 tib^ d^y of Penlecoat. Th/e yi|^ 
of the teioj^le was rent; i^ twain at the tif^it 
of oyr liord'a crucH|;ai0», to i^tjii:^^ tbjiv i^ 
« Sx. 49. a4| sa. 1 1 Kipg% a. le, ik 
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%Uty vfM departed* Fifty dayd ttfter tbat evenfV 
fbe spirit of Christ which had inspire the Pro- 
phets of the Old TestaiBfent descended upon the 
Wnk ininistefrs of the Cbrisfiafy church. And 
whtf is the coosecmtion of a Pfelate compared 
to the mftje$ty, the solemnity, the importance 
#f tbis iQtere^ing scene > Suddenly there came 
^ Mtndjram kea&en 09 of a rushing mighty wind. 
' Wheel the eafth was without form and void, 
1tfh&& dafkMs» waist upon the face of the deep, 
thh ipifit df God moved u{K>n the face of the 
4NiCet», bMugbl \\^t out of darkness, and order 
Mit of eonfuBk>D. The same divine spirit was 
flow to move (ipon the face of the moral worM, 
Mdbi^d to a obaotic state, and covered with 
4^p dpiritual^ darkness. He was to commu-' 
Miealie 10 the disciples of Christ the knowledge 
il£ tikeiie powerfai truths, which, by operating 
lipoid and" changing the minds of men, were to 
produce a mw« a more enlightened, a more ex- 
mtted state of society. He was about to endue 
these holy men with the highest miraculous 
fioiReraj aad to inspire them with courage and 
prudence, witb ^eal and persever&nce, that by 
ifaeirdoictrinev by their labours, by their miracles, 
mod by th^ sufferings, they might ^* bring meri 
f^ feom davknesfr to light, and from the power of 
^ SfttaB to tiiip living God. 
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Undoubtedly that God who has imniediafe 
accesa to the spirits which he has made, could 
have communicated the highest. spiritual giftft 
and powers of working miracles, without the 
use of external symbols. But he, who knoweth 
our frame, was graciously pleased, in this a9 hi 
many former instances, to use the aid of ^the 
senses, in order to excite the attention, to open 
the way to thcunderstaQding, and to JQipressth^ 
heart. The flaming sword^ which turned eve^ry 
way to keep the way of thie tree of life, wasjei 
striking emblem of the divine; displeasure that 
drove our first parents froni the scene of theiE 
original innocence and blisSi It was by thai 
beautiful appearance in the heavens,, which so 
often marks the transition from a storm to a calnif 
that the covenant of peace, which the Almighty 
made to Noah, ihe representative of the hitman 
race, was imaged and ratified. When our Sa- 
viour hallowed the sacrament of baptism by re* 
ceiving it from the hands of John, the Baptist ? 
when the voice of the Father was heard, ac 
knowledging, bearing witness to, and auth^n^ 
ticating the truth of the character in which the 
Son appeared : how beautifully appropriate was 
the form in which the spirit descended, — like a 
Dove, — the universally acknowledged symbol 
©f peace, and good will, the expressive image 
of gentleness and affection,— the. Spirit of Go^fe 
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descended lite a Dove upon Jesus, whilst a voice 
from heaven u'as heard, in strict unison with the 
qualities which the symbol expressed, " This 
" is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'^ 
In like manner at the commencement of the 
new era of the dispensation of Christianity, in the 
solemn consecration of the Apostles to their oflSce, 
in furnishing them with credentials by which 
they might prove the truth of their mission, it 
seemed good to the wisdom of God, to announce 
the accomplishment of his promise, by certain 
striking visible symbols, suitable to the nature 
of the dispensation which they were designed to 
introduce, and to the nature of the gifts to be 
communicated to the twelve Apostles. These 
signs were two ; a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind; and cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, or forked rays ©f lambent flame. 

With regard to the first of these emblems, it 
deserves our notice, that air in motion is used in 
Scripture to denote the operations of the spirit 
of God. This 'Comparison was employed by our 
Lord himself in his conversation with Nicode- 
mus. " The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
•• thou hearest the s6und thereof, but canst not 
•' tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth :'* 
— It is invisible in its causes and operations ; yet 
tt is real, penetratmg, active, diffusing itself 
every where, and producing incredible effects ; 
F 3 
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— *'50 is every one thai is born of the Spirit.**^ 
Tempests aud whirlwinds are also used as sym- 
bols of the divine presence. The way of God 
IS said to be in the whirlwind and in the storm^ 
And in the sublime description given by the 
Psalmist of the approach of the Almighty, this 
similitude is employed with great propriety and 
effect : — *^ He rode upon a Cherub and did fly, 
** yea he did fly upon the wings of the wind/^f 
The divine presence with the Apostles was 
manifested by a sound from heaven, aa of a^ 
rushing mighty wind. 

It is however observable that the form of 
expression does not imply that there was really 
a mighty whirlwind, like that with which Elijah 
was visited in the wilderness ; but that the nois« 
came from heaven suddenly, and was similar /a 
that of a rushing mighty wind,. Though the 
Apostles must have been deeply impressed with 
holy reverence, they do not appear to have felt 
any degree of that terror which Moses himsetf 
expressed at the giving of the law. 

How striking and pertinent does the emblem 
Appear when considered in this light? It de^ 
noted that the doctrine of the Apostles, thoi^h 
the doctrine of peace on earth and good will 
towards men, though flowing from that blessed 
spirit whose fruits are love and joy, gentleneM 

* John 8^% t Pi. IS. Ilk. 



Digitized by 



Google 



13I9C0llll» III. 71 

«tid ptihciii shbuldyi&t be«x<ieed)0g1y pi>w«lrfiil 
and effbetual; that their ministry should Speedily 
pftss over the dsitlotid, bearing down all opposU 
lion, and follb^ed by iniportant, lasting^ eoft§e» 
quences. Their sound was to go through all 
the eartbj and their words to the end 6f the 
worVd. 

The secornd e^tternal sytnbol Wad that of fire; 
V Tliere appeared niitci them clov6ia tomgues^ 
♦* fike aa of ftre^ and it aat upon each of ihein." 
This elemeht also traa freqiiently a^d undfer the 
eid T^stamem as an emblem of the divine pt«f* 
teifce^ and paftietitetly of the seirrching, power- 
fffl mfliiences of thi spirit of God. The She- 
d^mah^ or ettfud of gJory, wh?6h conducted thd 
cMdrefl of Ikraef through tIHe! wildernfefes, wa» 
Hke e ekmd by day, aAd like a pilkir bf jite by 
niglrt. In thcf vision in which the Proi>bet 
iMah le^eirVed \m commission, faia lips were 
Kwched with a live coal froni the altar of God * 
Ezekiel's mission afso was confirmed by a visipd 
of a cloud aiid of *a fire infolding itself, having 
^^a brigtftibete pcmnd abput it/^t A similar ^16ry 
appelara to'lvave attended the descent of the spirit 
tipon iesM%^ at his baptism— a glory whiih siiir* 
rotmdvd hfis head, aind moved about him with 
the hoveling ttiotion of a dciVe fluttering over ber 
Such* a ^orioffs appearance luow attebd* 

*Ii.6..6;r. tBadcid, 1.4. 
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ed the communication of the Holy Spirit to bia 
A posiles. Now was accomplished the predictioa 
of John the Baptist respecting the Messiah ; he 
shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with 

Butt in this case, the form of the flame is more 
distinctly stated, than in "any other instances 
which I have mentioned. There appeared, in a 
clear and visible manner, rays of a divine glory v 
fbrked flames like tongues, one or more of which 
rested upon each of the Apostles. The form of 
the flame was evidently emblematical of the na- 
ture of the miracle by which these ministers of 
Jesus were enabled to speak with other tongues^ 
that is^ to speak the languages of the nations to 
whom they should be sent. The l%ht, the heat, 
the purifing nature, and the powerful efficacy of 
fire, rendered this element sr peculiarly expressive 
emblem of that heavenly doctrine which is fitted 
and designed to enlighten and gladden, to sanc- 
tify and controul the minds of men* . 

IV. Having seen the propriety of these signi- 
ficant and impressive symbols by which God was 
pleased publicly to confirm the appointment of 
his Apostles to their high office, let n^ request 
your attention to the fourth particular in St. 
Luke's narrative: the effects produced by. this 
I *Mattb. 3a 1. 
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fmgular miracle. They were all filled with iie 
Holy .GAosi^ and began to speak with others 
(OMgueSj as (he spirit gave them utterance* 

This is a splendid and delightful subject. Asia 
the history of mankind, no event is to be found 
comparable to the effects produced by the mini- 
stry of the Apostles ; so in the history of indivi* 
duals there is nothing parallel to the change 
that took place in the characters of these 
ministers of Jesus, in consequence of the 
spiritual gifts, and miraculous powers, commu- 
nicated to them on the day of Pentecost* 1 have 
already^ in my first discourse, directed your at- 
tention to this surprising change. But I feel so 
strongly its interest and importance that I flatter 
myself you will enter with pleasure into a naorc 
particular illustration of it. . ;: 

. There werie four things necessary to qualify 
tbe twelve disciples of Jesus to be the instru- 
ments in • his hand for overturning the deeply 
rooted empire of idolatry, and for establishing 
the kingdom of God amongst men. It was ne- 
cessary that they should have an unerring know- 
ledge of the whde scheoie of Redemption, in 
order to unfold its sublime and all important 
doctrines with clearness and evidence, to enforce 
Its spiritual and comprehensive precepts with 
life, authority, and energy upon the consciences 
of men *; and to establish amongst the societies 
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which tfa^y should organize a pufb and spintua) 

worsh]p.*-It was necessary that, as. the seriranis 

of the lining G6d, they should be able, in the 

name and by the power of Jesus, to perform 

works exceeding the ability of man, in order to 

manifest the truth of their heavenly commission^ 

and to OTerawe the minds of men, while with 

commanding authority they should declare tha 

things concerning the kingdom of heaven.— ^It 

was necessary that, in forming the plans of theif 

operations, and in the whole of their conduct iq 

the difficult circumstances in which tbey were 

placed, they should possess th^ spirit of pru« 

deuce ; that they should discover an inflexible* 

lity ot purpose which nothing could divert from 

Its course, in ofder to persevere in the pursurl of 

these plans^ notwithstanding the determined opu 

position of the crafty^ the powerful, and tbe in* 

terested in every nation; that they should IM 

armed with undaunted fortitude, to maintam 

composure and elevation of mind, when exposed 

to the terrific threatenings of their opponents^ 

or surrounded with the most appalling dangers ; 

and that they should be abk to bear, with in* 

vincible patience, the gloom of hopeless \tOh 

prisonment, the pain of long protracted sutiTeN 

ings, aud all the horrors of the most cruel and 

ignominious death.-^These qiualifications were 

necessary to the discH^s^ of their mamtty 
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adit>Dg the Jews. But ivhen th«y pasMd tM 
iK}unds of Jndea, and addressed theoiselveisto 
Aoae who were not of Helwrew extraction, it 
wto further necessary that they should be ftbl6 
to express themselves ih the languages of the 
different people to whom they were to commu* 
Y)icate the doctrines of repentance and of the 
remission of sins through the blood of Christ. 

Now of all these qualifications, except the 
power Of working rtiiracles^^-of these quaiifica-' 
tk>ns so essential to the successful prosecutkin 
of the arduous work before them, — the Apostles 
^ece utteriy destitute previous to tkedesceat 
of the spirit on the day of Pentecost. But 
after that reoiarkable event, they exhibited aU 
tog^her a new character. They came forih at 
once^ furnished with a peffect knowledge, » 
dear and thorough eom(f>>reliension of the most 
exalted doctrines of Christianity, and discovered 
in their difscourses and writings such impressive 
and consistent views of the various duties of 
mAn^ as were far superior to those of the most 
esirlaiFged and. erlevated minds in the heathen 
world. And whiJe they appeared thus qualified 
to inalruxH the nationa^ and armed with the 
power oC miracles as? tha seal of their ccmmis* 
ision, they dispHuy^d aslSoHtahing seal, fortitude^ 
perseverance, and. patiene^^. and w^r-e able a^o 
10 aiddroaftftJiier people cfelreiyfliatBdn in their ewni 
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language. No two objects can appear more dis* 
similar to one another, than the Apostles during 
the. life of their master, ignorant, prejudiced, 
feaiful, and wavering — and the same disciples 
atter they had received the gifts of the spirit, 
enlightened^ zealous, firm, patient, persevering, 
and speaking with other tongues as the spirit 
gave them utterance. 

View these men, whose labours occupy so 
important a space in the history of mankind,-~ 
view tiiem in all the ignorance and narrow mind- 
edness which they uniformly discovered during 
their attendance upon the personal ministry of 
their master. They had received no advantages of 
liberal education to qualify them for spreading 
the doctrines of Jesus. They were enslaved by 
all the prepossessions which generally prevailed 
amongst the Jews, with respect to the perpetual 
duration of the Mosaical institutions, to the cha- 
racter and appearance of the expected Messiah, 
and to the exclusion, of all nations but the de- 
scendants of Abraham from the blessings of his 
reign. Notwithstanding the advantages which 
they enjoyed from the divine instructions of 
Christ, we find them near the close of his life, 
and when he spoke of bis sufferings, still enter- 
taining the same gross ideas of the nature of his 
kingdom, and contending which of them should 
possess the first place in it.* Immediately be- 
• Mallh. 20. 21—93. 
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fore his ascension, within ten days of the tiiae- 
when the spirit of God descended upon themV 
they still seem to have cherished* the hope that 
Jesus would appear as, a temporal prince, and 
erect a powerful earthly kingdom. *^ Lord, wiifc 
^^ thou at this time restore the kingdom to> 
** Israel ?'** So indistinct, so c6n()nedy so er-f 
roneous were the views which at that time they 
entertained of the great purposes that were to be 
accomplished by the life and doctrine, the suf- 
ferings, death, and resurrection, of the master 
whom. they sincerely loved. 

Now let us follow the same men^ obs^ve 
their conduct, and listen to their discourses, 
after Jesus had performed his promise to com- 
municate to them the Spirit of truth to lead 
them into all truth. How completely changed 
is their language respecting the end of. their 
master's death, and the nature of his kingdom } 
On the very same day on which they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, Peter, after esta« 
l^iishing the claim of Jesus of Nazareth to the 
character of the Messiah foretold by David in 
the sixteenth and hundred tenth Psalms, ex- 
horts the multitude of Jews who were present 
to receive him in that character, and to beconrie 
the willing subjects of his spiritual kingdom, 
** Repent, and be baptised, every one of you, in 
" the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 

*Acls, 1.6. 
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^ siaa/'^ Ad4 sootr afterwaida, w'hen exliattbgf^ 
the Jews to repentance, he iofonni tbeiathat' 
lesus was sent^ not to delisev tbem Ircia the 
Roman yoke and erect a temp^fnl ^orreirnnie»>l 
in Jerusalem, but to bless them in turnfqg ftway 
every one of them from his iniquitks.f Altfer 
the day of Pentecost, the Apostles p^holf 
gloried in declaring; the ignominrouS' death of 
their master, an erent ftoip tlie pwspeet of 
which when fofetokl to them, theii^ asinda bad 
revested itith shame ami terror. Tb<^ puldu»ifa*'- 
ed with clearness and evidence, and with ther 
aeal arising from deep; eonvictioB^ the spiritual 
doctrines of a spiriloifil Messiah y^^^^-doetrinesr 
whidi, previous! to> the death of Jesua, they bad 
either refused to recmtfe^ or ofi which their ideatf 
were esLtremely limited and confused^r^Wbait i$ 
atilJ more astonishioag, they ail pleached the 
aame doctrines. Nothing can b& mo^ diffefenf^ 
in respect of style and manner than the writ'* 
ings of Paul, of Peter, of James^ and of John« 
Each of them has something peculiarly his own« 
But they are all animated by the same spirit.. 
They all perfectly harmonize in the same im-* 
portant doctrines. They all display the samtf 
clear and enlightened apprehensions. They rit 
speak with the sapie authority to the conscience^ 
of men, as the servants of the living Gofif^ publish- 

♦Acti, 2. gg. tAcUSiflii 
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iag In his name *^ the mystery which ito other sgM 
*^ was not made known unto the sons of men; 
^^ hut was revealed unto his holy apostles and 
^^ prophets by the spirit.''* Tbey ail sustain 
the same higfi character, as ** ambassadors fof 
^^ Christ, jirajing men, in Christ's staad» to 1m 
** reconciled unto God." f * . 

Thhjlrsi qualification conferred upon tha 
Apoailes, consisting in a full, clear, and compni» 
iitensJve view of the whole scheme ofChristiaDity^ 
with all ita particulars whethet relating to the 
Jews Qf Gentiles^ was undoubtedly the hi^est 
spiritual gift communicated to them by tmmtf 
diate i«veIation« By it they became the reposi** 
toriieaol* the doctrines and laws of Christy from 
iKhoM. the Eyangelists and prinuttve CbristiaQS 
^ived all their knowledge of the faith and 
warship of ti^e Gospel, And the truths which 
Aey received ^^ )>y the leVelatioB of Jesus 
*^ Christ,'^ they committed *feithfuliy to writing, 
1^ the iastructioa of mainkiordin all ag^, to th<i 
eodof the world. 

It ia unnecessary to dweU up^Q Ihe sea^n^ 
qfiali&eation conferred upon the Apostles of 
Ifae^^ Ltordy-^tlie- .power of working minicli^a, be-? 
eaiise thia power wasr in some rtegr ee possessed 
hjT them ftom %be time that they received their 
fiest commission to announce to the Jews the 
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approach of the kingd6ni of heaven, it is suf-^ 
ficient to observe that, previous to theascensioit 
of Jesus, their miraculous powers appear to have 
been limited in point both of degree and of ex- 
ercise. There are instances of applications made 
to them for the removal of diseases which they 
acknowledged their inability to remove. But 
after they were endned with power from on 
high, they went forth withfreedom and boldness 
in their master's name, giving sight to the blind, 
strength to the lame, and life to the dead. 

By the gift of wisdom and knowledge the 
Apostles were qualified for explaining, with 
perspicuity and power, the doctrines of repent- 
ance and of remission of sins through the blood 
of Clirist, and for directing the hopes of mankind 
to the life and immortality brought to light by 
the Gospel. By their miraculous powers they 
could also display the seal of heaven appended 
to the truth of their doctrine. But there was 
SL third qualification no less necessary to their 
success than those already mentioned, — a tem- 
per of mind raise^d above every wordly consider- 
ation, and prepared to pursue with zeal and per-i 
severance, with courage, fortitude, and patience, 
the great object of their ministry. In this re- 
spect a most astonishing change was effected 
in their characters by the descent of the spirit. 
Ifwe attend to the temper and conduct of the 
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tr^elve whom Jesus chose to be his cohstanlf 
companions, we shall find them tiihid and feeble 
minded, altogether incitpable of undertakings anp 
miduous and a dangeroM sdrv^ice. Sincerely 
attached to their masftei^, they were confident iii 
the strength of this' attachmeilt, that nothing 
could induce them to leave him. But no 
sooner did they see bim^ apprehended by th« 
Roman soldiers^ no. sooner did they see their 
bieioved Lordi ift whom all their hope was 
pkced, led: as a criminal to be triM by his 
art^owed enemi^s^* than their hearts failed them; 
« Th^ all forsook him and fled/^* Solichdusii 
Iro^ev^r^ lo see the issue of a trial in which they 
-Weie so deeply intierersted^ they mingled with 
tl^ crowd hoping* to escape notice^ Bnt PetlBr 
Wto red<^nizedas ode of the foWoWerrof Jesus) 
afnd immediately the queisrtion was piit to bins : 
**11iis man was also with hini/* Peter was 
c^ftainly the most intrepid of the Apostles; and 
bad riot only often expressed bis warm attach- 
x^ent to his master, but'h«d d#awn tbe sword in 
bis^ defeiitte, " Lord;" said he when Jtestis pre- 
dictfed bk fall, "I atti ready to go with thee 
"both to prison arid to de^h/' "Though I 
••sfioirld (tie with thee, yet will I not' deny 
« thfee/'f Yet in the first hour of trial, either 
t^oror dejection so completely otierpowered 

• 'Matth, 20. sa- t Lttke, m,9^ 
Q 
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his mind, that be denied repeatedly, and With 
cursing, all knowledge of the person whose 
constant attendant he had been for mofe than 
three years, and to whom be bad only a few 
hours before made protestations of inviolable 
fidelity. If Peter, the boldest of the twelve, 
was thus dismayed by the terrors of that tfigbt, 
when the shepherd was smitten and the sheep 
were scattered, what deep despondence must 
have oppressed the minds. of the other members 
of that little flock ? When they saw their ^tnaster 
arraigned and condemned, led forth to Calvary 
an J expiring oh a cross, all thfeir hopes seemed 
to die wilh him. After they heard a report of 
bis resurrection their dejected minds refused to 
admit the idea. Their hearts swelled with re-? 
collections of scenes to return no more, while 
they talked together of all the wonderful things 
that had takeh place, and said ; " We trusted that 
" it had been he. who should have redeemed 
" Israel."* Even after he had met with them, 
and encouraged them to dismiss their terrors, 
they ventured not to shew themselves in the city, 
and kept the doors of the place where they 
assembled shut for fear of the Jews. 

Now follow these men, and mark their con- 
duct after, the Holy Ghost was shed uppa 
them according to their master's promise. Oa 
that very day, these disciples, of late so timid 

* Luke S4. 81. 
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that they deserted their master at his trial, and 
shrunk from every appearance of personal danger, 
— these fearful disciples suddenly make theiy 
appearance in the midst of the murderers of 
Jesus, avow their relation to him, declare their 
faith in him as the Messiah expected. by the 
whole Jewish nation, bear witness to the truth 
of his resurrection from, the dead on the third 
day after he was laid in the grave, and of his 
ascension to heaven, and boldly express their 
determination, notwithstanding all the terrors 
set in array against them, to fulfil with fidelity 
the ministry which he had committed to them. 
These declarations they continue to niake in 
defiance of the power and hatred of the Sanhe- 
drim, and in the presence of the; chief priests 
and rulers by whose direction their master had 
been nailed to the cross. No threatenings, no 
dangers^ no fear of death in its most dreadful 
forms, can divert them from pursuing their holy 
and exalted purpose. They are apprehended 
by the priests and Sad ducees ; they are cruelly 
scourged like malefactors ; they are loaded with 
irons and laid in dungeons. But none of these 
things move them, while they keep their eyes 
fixed on the great end of their ministry, to finish 
their course with fidelity and joy. The spirit 
of their master elevates them above all the 
horrors of persecution and death, and teaches 

g2 
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them to gire thaiiks^ to God that tbej are 
counted worthy to sufSer s^HMo^e for the mme of 
Jesus. 

So admirabfe wm the change of diaractef 
produced in the Apmties of Jesus by the e§bt- 
sion of his spirit on the day of Pentecost* I 
have only further ta add, otk this part of my 
subject, that they discovered this ctiau^e not 
by a few temporary eb«i4Ii%i<>ns of aretour, buti by 
inextrnguisbable zeal, by iRflexibie perseveranc?) 
and by inirincibte pa^iience, displayed during ttie 
whole course of their subsequeni Bfe. "Tbey ap- 
<' proved thems^ves the mtnvstersofGodsinmuch 
^< patience, in afflietioiis, in necessities, in dis« 
** tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tum^Itcr, 
*Mn laboure, in watchings, hi fastings, by pureness, 
"by fcnowlecifee, l^ long-suffering,. by kindness, 
«* by the Holy Ghost, by lote uufeigned, by the 
«♦ word of trutb, by the power of God; by the 
** armour of righteousness on the right hand and 
"on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil 
" repoi t and good report/^ Of the martyrdom 
of one of them, James the brother of John, we 
are informed in the history of the New Testa- 
ment ; and the concurring testimony of Christ^ 
ian antiquity assures us that most, if not all, of 
the other Apostles sealed their testimony with 
their blood. 

♦ « Cor. 0. 4— S 
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The j^iirrt feflfiect of the desceiit of the Holy 
Spirit, — the power of speaking different iant* 
gruages^ — >waa necessary in order to enable the 
minist^is of Jesus to pr^cb unto the Gentile^ 
the unsearchable riches of ChrilM. They could 
ipekk n6 language biit that of tbeir otrn oountry^ 
and that only in the provincial dialect of Gali^ 
leei Without the gift of toogues their labours 
must hav4 beerl confined within a narrow sphere^ 
add th^y could nbt harie obeyed the commatid 
of their Lc^rd^ to be witnesses to his name td 
the uttermost psirts of the eartti. Peculiar dis* 
tinctioii ik giVen to this gift of the Holy Ghost 
by tbe ^nblem of cloven toiigues of fire that 
rested upon the Apostles. Wk shall afterwardik 
see that it was the first exerdsed of all tbe 
miraculous powers cooiinumcftted on the .day of 
FeirtecoM,aBd that it was toccessful in kttract* 
ing tbe dtteivtibii of tlie numerous strangerai who 
bad ^OBoe up to Jerusalem to tbe feast. 

I bsYe iiow, my respected Fri^ids, fiuished 
my illustration of the very kiferestrng and most 
ifBftortaiit pairticulsrs presented to us by th^ 

Evangelist, in this passage of sacred history ; 
snad i beg leave here to recapitulate them, that 
tlie younger aiad less informled part of my audi«- 
ehce taay retain them in thdr riiemWy, and 

g3 
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make them the subject of reflection in the 
hours of leisure and retirement. 

The time chosen by the wisdom of our blessed 
Lord for the effusion of his spirit on his Apos- 
tles was— the. day of the anniversary of the 
giving of the law from Sinai fifteen hundred 
years before, — the day of the feast of Pentecost 
when great multitudes from all nations were 
assembled at Jerusalem,— the first day of the 
week, when the disciples had met to celebrate 
their Lord's resurrection from the dead. — ^The 
persons to whom this promise of the Father was 
fulfilled were the Apostles only,* Others of 
the one hundred and twenty mentioned in the 
first chapter might be present, but to the Apos- 
tles only the Evangelist appears to me to lefer 
when he says that the cloven tongues sat upon 
each of them, and that they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost. — ^The piace where they were 
assembled was endeared to them by many affect* 
ing associations and recollections. — The external 
Symbols of the presence and power of God set- 
ting his Apostles apart to their ofiSce were 
two ; — one, a sound from heaven as of a rushing 

* It ii with diffidence that I venture to differ^ upon Ihif point, 
from so respectable writers as Grotiut» Ligbtfoot» Whitby, and 
Benson, who suppose that the tongues of flame rested on all the 
hundred and twenty Disciples. The opinion which 1 hav« 
adopted, that these toneues rested on the Apostles only, is sup.- 
ported by Beza, Dr. Hammond^ Archbishop Tillotsony and 
Dr. Dick. 
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tnighty wind, filling the place where they were; 
—another, rays of divine glory, pointed flames, 
resting upon the heads of the Apostles, em- 
blematical of the diversity of languages which 
they should be enabled to understand and speak, 
and of the enlightening, purifying, consoling 
efficacy of th^ir doctrine. — ^The effects of the 
effusion of the spirit upon the Apostles were 
four, — spiritual gifts, of which the chief was 
the communication of a clear and comprehensive 
view of the whole scheme of Christianity, but 
which included also the power of discerning 
spirits and the gift of prophecy; — confirmation 
and enlargement of the power of working mira- 
<;les ;— endowment with zeal and fortitude, per- 
severance and patience ; — and ability to speak 
with other tongues, as the spirit gave them ut« 
terance. 

Thus did our blessed Lord qualify those 
whom he had cho$en for entering on the mighty 
work to which he had appointed them-!-the 
conversion of the world. They were twelve 
|)o6r men, altogether destitute of power, of 
worldly wisdom, and of wQrdly interest, and 
against them were arrayed the wisdom of the 
philosophers of the heathen world, the power 
of the greatest states then in existence, and the 
firmly rooted interest of an idolatrous priesthood. 
But the hand of the Lord wa» with them, and 
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iDultitudes believed and turned unto the Lcadp 
** Tlie foolishness of God w^as wiser than men, 
^* find the weaknef» of God was stronger than 
^* men. God chose the foolish things of the 
** world, to confound the wise ; the weak things 
** of the world, to confound the things which are 
** mighty; and base things of the world,and things 
V which are despised, did God choose, y^ and 
*' things which are not, to bring to nought things 
f* th«it are ; that no flesh should glory in his prei- 
**sence/^* Cold, indeed^ and insensible to 
every feeling of moral excellence, and true gran^ 
deur of characjter, must the heart of that man 
be, who can contemplate without admiration 
these holy and devoted men, going forth witb- 
out gold or silver or brass in their purses, as 
sheep in the midst of wolves, with the certaia 
prospect of meeting unrelenting hostility, un- 
ceasing trials and sufferings, cruel mockings 
andscouigings, bonds and imprisonments, igno^i 
niny, torture, and death; — going {wrth, notia 
pursuit of wealth) of power, of fiune, erf* peisoDal 
aggrandisement, of any object merely selfirii, 
local, or temporary; — but for the recovery d a 
fiJlen worid; for the deUvenuaoe of mankind 
ftom ignorance and supeistitioQ, vice and miaery; 
for the cause of truth and lighteonsneas and 
g«odn«Bs oa earth ; for the gloiyof llieGodof 
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indbe religaoQ aBloi»g«( the childf^« Qf»e9« Cold., 
jjQdeed, »iid i»di0e<!eRt ito the bet* ititereftts^ dud 
.to th(9 progceasiv^ ii}i{)r<oreiD.ent and bappMecii 
Kidmen, wlKether jcocisiider^ed coUiecitiveljr Qrmdir 
yi4itiaUy« mwt thsA sian'is l^eart be, wW does 
Dot rejiojce <>nrer the wocid^ftil effecte of the 
ministry of the Apostles in diffosing light and 
JQy oyer w gre^ a portioa of the habitable gbhe, 
Mid in ih^ present aanctifieation find eternal 
wel&ne of inniiinerabl<$ multiUidea, whose minds 
have h^en ^tibjected to the infiuence of the 
bJiessed doctrineB of the Oospel of Chmt. Ihfe 
progfeig aad influence of these holy and power* 
£ul doctfinea h^ye, it must be allowed, in oiaoy 
instances, been checked by the operations of 
*< the myati^ry of iniquity '' in the world ; ope- 
fati(H)$ which God could have annihilated by 
hia absolute power, but not without putting such 
n constraint on the freedom of the human mind, 
as would have been altogether inconsistent with 
the nature of hia moral government of his rational 
creatures. It is the mighty cont^^st between 
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan ; 
between the kingdom of darkness, vice, and 
misery, and the kingdom of light, purity, and 
Jiappineiss. And we^ according to God's pro- 
Saise, look forwatd with confidence to a time, 
when the work so gloriiously begun by the 
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labours and sufferings of those who on the day 
of Pentecost were filled with the Holy Ghost, 
shall be completed, as far as it regards the dis- 
pensation of God's Providence towards men on 
earth ; and when ** great voices shall be heard 
** in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world 
*^ are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
•* his Christ/'* 

In my next discourse, if God permit, I shall 
direct your attention to the first, exertions and 
first success of the twelve disciples whom Jesus 
had thus qualified for his service. We shall 
hear Peter addressing, with all boldness, the nu- 
merous Jews and Proselytes who had assembled 
around him and his brethren ; presenting to 
their minds the ancient oracles of the Scriptures 
of the Old Testament respecting the death and 
resurrection of the promised Messiah ; charging 
upon them the guilt of the murder of the holy 
one and t^e just ; bearing witness to the resur- 
rection of Jesus and his ascension to heaven ; 
and proclaiming to the house of Israel his true 
character as the illustrious son of David whose 
appearance they expected and longed for. We 
shall see the confusion and perplexity into 
which Peter's auditors were thrownby this bold 
and faithful address, their earnest application to 
the Apostle for instruction in the way of God, 
•Bcv, n. 15. 
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their compliance with his exhortations, and 
their admission by baptism, to the number of 
three thousand, into the church of Christ. 

In my illustration of this passage of sacred 
history, I have taken that view of it which, I 
am persuaded, would present itself to the mind 
of a plain and serious Christian, who knows the 
Scriptures, and relies upon the power of God. 
I have avoided all controversy and particulai ly con - 
troversy respecting the wM>ac«i/oa« nature oixhe fact 
recorded by the Evangelist, as produced by the 
immediate operation of the holy spirit of God. 
But, before concluding my observations on this 
subject, it may be proper to observe, that they who 
refuse to listen to the relation of a miraculous 
event, upon thegeneral principlethat they consider 
such an event to be impossible, certainly do not 
discover the modesty and humility which be- 
come creatures, whose knowledge both of the 
natural and of the moral order of the universe 
is so very limited, as that of the most enlightenedi 
of the sons of men confessedly is. So small, is 
the part of the great system of God's Providence 
which we can comprehend, that we are not en 
titled to decide, it is presumtuous in us to 
affirm, that no ' case can ever arise which may 
require a deviation from established laws. To 
deny the possibility of a miracle, is to deny the 
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power ofGod, and the possibility of any reveladoa 
of his will. It is readily allowed that a tniracu* 
lous event requires a greater degree of evidence 
to establish its truth, than any fact consistent 
with the common experence of mankind. But 
it is difficult to conceive higher or more decisive 
proof of the truth of any past event, than that 
which is ajSbrdedby the accumulated testintonies 
of the truth of the Gospel history. The miraculous 
qualification of the Apostles for their important 
office is a fact inseparable fVom the origin and 
progreiss of Christianity in the world, and neoes* 
sary to account for its wonderful success. The 
present state of Christianity, taken in connexion 
with its history in former ages, bears testimony 
to the truth of the miracle recorded by the 
Evangelist. We ourselves form a part of the 
Christian Church. We see around us a great 
part of the world whose inhabitants bear the 
Christian nam^. No person acquainted with 
this subject can doubt that the history c€ 
Christianity may be traced to the time of the 
Apostles, and that no other account of its origin 
and early progress has ever been given than that 
which is contained in the New Testament. 
The most strenuous opponents of the Christiaa 
£euth never denied the truth of the facts that 
the Apostles of Jesus preached, wrote, gaiiied 
innumeiable converts, and established those 
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Ararisbi Ag chufckes mentioned iii> the l!9ew Tes- 
tament, whose d^octrine, worship, and discipline 
have been transmitted to our own^ times. Now 
bow were these men, — so ignorant^ so incapable, 
during the life of their Lord,— how were they 
encouraged to attempt, how were they enabled 
lo aehiei^, so great a victoiy,— to overcome alt 
the power, and interest, and wisdom of the 
world, combined against them > All this is 
aqcounted for by the fact of the eommunicatioh 
of spiritual gifts and miraculous powers on the 
day of Pentecost. 

Allow me, in this place, to avail myself of 
the reasoning of a perspicuous and elegani! 
French writer^ •♦The descent of the Holy 
•• Spirit explains to us why the Apostles, so un-* 
•'l^rned* and timid when they were instructed 
•* and supported'by their master, were filled with 
^scy mueb wisdom and intrepidity when they 
•* seemed' abandoned to themselves ; wfey these 
••fiaen, who bad fled at the sight of da^ngers 
•^threatening Jesus,boldly published bis divinity 
•♦ in the presence of those who crucified him ; 
♦* wby this Peter, who had basely denied him at 
•♦the word of a menial servant, so boldly con* 
" fessed him m the midst of the Synagogue, 

*« Separate from this history the miraculous 
♦♦descent of the Holy Ghost, and you can no 
"longer perceive either motives, connexion, or 
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** probability, in this series of facts otherwise 
«* incontestable. — ^But would you give order and 
** connexion to the facts ? Would you ascribe 
^' to all the agents motives, conduct, and cha* 
*' racter, consistent with nature ? Put in its 
" proper place the visible descent of the Holy 
'' Ghost, and this miracle alone will render an 
•* infinite number of others unnecessary. You 
«* will find it an explanation of those mysteries 
*^ which cannot be explained in a satisfactory 
" manner on any other hypothesis/^* 

To those whose faith and hope are in God, 
the consideration of the gifts and powers con- 
ferred on the Apostles of the Lord is fitted to 
open new, striking, and delightful views of 
divine providence. It will also excite lively 
feelings of gratitude, and bind the conscience 
to the love and service of him " who is. head over 
** all things to the church, which is his body// 

This subject shews us that when God calls 
men to extraordinary services, he furnishes 
them with qualifications for the work which 
they are required to perform. When Moses 
was sent to deliver Israel from their bondage in 
Egypt, he wished to decline entering upon so 
dangerous and apparently hopeless a service. 
** Oh toy Lord,*' said he " I am not eloquent, 

♦ Duvowin. Truth of the GoipeL VII. 
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^* neither heretofore^ nor since thou hast spoken 
*^ to thy servant : but I am slow of speech and of 
** a slow tongue. — The Lord said unto him, 
^^ Who hath made man's mouth ? or who maketh 
*^ the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind, 
" Have not I, the Lord ? Now therefore go, 
*' and 1 will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
" what thou shalt say/^* The rod of God also 
was put into his hand that he might perform 
signs and wonders in the sight of Pharaoh and 
of all Egypt. When Jeremiah was called to ap« 
pear as a prophet of the Lord, in times of great 
trouble and danger, when God said to him, 
^' Thou shall go to all that I shall send thee, 
f' and whatsoever I command thee, that shalt 
V.thou speak,'V the prophet was encouraged by 
thciassurance; /^ Behold, I have made thee this 
<May a defenced city, and an iron, pillar, and 
V brazen walls against the whole land, — :for 1 am 
?* with theesaith the Lord to deliver thee/^f 
When our bleissed Lord gave his Apostles their 
commission to preach his Gospelto all nations^ 
he accompanied it with the assurance that his 
power and spirit would be present with them 
at all times, and to the end of the world. And 
now he qualifies them for bearing witness to his 
name before the Gentiles, and before kings, and 
to the uttermost part of the earth. What he 

♦ Ex, 4. 10^1«. t Jcr. I. 7, 18, 19. 
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said^toSt^ Tm^ be Imi^ tterifii^d m^ ^$ ftfiVbAjf 
s&rv»iiis> in every ^ge ; ^ My grace shall( ber 
**»utficfen<? fe* tbcc; for my srtnengdi is^mad^ 
peif(!W;t in weaknew;"* " As thy doysso'ifeHatt 
*' ttiy strwij^th be.^'f 

Seei^ndly, thi9> 9ubject leads^ds td dbser^eatid 
scdmire the wmd^im o# God in^ i«tiderii%: tliat 
\i^hi(dh was origindliy a punishmefit^to mexiv now" 
SI btessiiig to tiiemi By the confiiskHi of litn^ 
gdd^e9 vt^hich h)dk^ pla^e at the difrperoiofi ot 
i»a«kkidy th«y'We*6 sepwated from owe aaoliier^ 
a«d fofmed iiilti^ insmy different nationar^ ^tfai 
eontendinfg nit^i^sts^^ attd h^istilb dispositkm^^ 
The gtft of fOMgtid^- eotiferHBd upon the flrs^ 
mimisterfii of Cbri^) wdft* desigiiedj not merely id 
dffbrd an evidemje of the tmth of ibeir misftibn, 
Hut- al96>^ to gather tbgetber << the diiktten of 
"God w«fciO'were 8Cdt«ered' abroad,^' to umttf 
Mankind hi' the bondsr of Christian felli^ws^blp, 
and to iotm them into a holy spkittfal tc^pl^ 
to the Lord. The confusion of langnagea was 
ene ca^iee of the defe^clion of mankind from the 
knowledge and service of the only true Godi 
But ita consequence of the descent of the spirit 
on the day of Fentecost, enabling the Apostles 
to speak^ with other tongues^ the Gentiles who 
Irad been long cut off from the great* fountain of 
divine knowledge contained in tlie Scripture^ of 

*^ Cot. 19. 9^ t D«wt. S3. 25. 
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rt»e Old Testament, beard the word of God 
preati^lied to them in theit own languages. The 
mileltttion of the mysteiy ^tliat had been kept 
Secret from the begimiing of the world, wasi 
by tUe' preaching of Jesds Christ, and by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, made known io ali 
mtioni, for the obedience of faith. The invent 
tion<of the art of printing in a later age, has 
Hkbiirtated the^ diffusion of the Scr?ptQre» ; and 
the bebevolent i^irit which God has 'raised vtf 
iyi oar <9vini'time9 fop spreading the knowied^ 
of divine truth to the ends of the earth, has' prcU 
eared tlie translation of. the word of Gbd into 
tbe IflQgufiges^of almost all oationis ftnddr hea;^^iij 
E%^y man) niiw heaib in his own langsia]d[e <tb4l 
wt)nderttil worke of Goii*.' r iJ ' ,i .! 

Thirdfyi Lrt> us coiisifMr hx)W greatly sAf. arb 
interested in: this niirdculmw dispeinstorooy and 
onr obligations to chefnsh, in refloctirig upQii^it,' 
the warmest ibelingit of grititud^. Wheh'w^ 
nead ifae' htslory' of the 'Acls' of the' A^sttlecf, we? 
en^t to ronsides tha^t'the inflvience :of .tb^ 
tionssctioni; recondednnothat.liAiok was notm-^ 
tsradfed'tp be conifinedvyto' thb AT^stolic JBgeV 
We^reaQ the histb*y of wifikr God; did ftxr i;?yra^ 
weU'sBTfon the^Bbdstikis of Jludea>,'<)f Sammtibt^ 

«e^Ved* the'lWr* df <Stedf fk^ 

th«m^^^ <tf tb^k" inMiiiediabisuc^efi^j^si i/Phd^ 

H 
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different species of grass. and of fruit trees 
which God made on the third day of the crea- 
tion, were for our benefit, as well as for the 
benefit of our first parents who were formed 
immediately by his hand. The sun and the 
moon, created on the fourth day, were designed 
to give light and comfort to us as well as to the. 
earliest inhabitants of the earth. The precious 
$eed sown by the Apostles was to spring up to 
an abundant harvest, and its produce to be the 
seed of new harvests in succession to the end of 
the world. 

finally. Let me conclude the improvement 
^ this subject by requesting your attention to 
two alarming passages in the epi&tle of the He« 
brews, in both of which the writer refers to 
the great miracle of the descent of the Spirit on 
the ^ clay of Pentecost. " Therefore we ought 
'^ to give the more earnest heed to the things 
^* which we have heard, lest . at any time we 
♦* should let them slip* . For if the word spoken, 
"by angels was steadfast, and every transgres- 
" slon and disobedience received a just recom^ 
*.* pence of reward ; how. shall we escape, if we 
M neglect so great salvation, which at the first 
" began to be spoken by the Lord, and was con- 
*' firmed unto, us by them that heard him ; God. 
** alfso bearing them witness, both with signs 
**and wonders, and with divers miracles, jvoef. 
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^^ gifts of the Holy Ghosts according to his own 
«• will/^* *' For if we sin wilfully after that 
" we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
«* there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
**a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
*' fiery indignation which shall devour the ad* 
** versaries. He that despised Moses' law died 
" without mercy, under two or three witnesses : 
" of how much severer punishment, suppose ye, 
** shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
^^ under foot the son of God, and hath counted 
** the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
<^ was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite to the Spirit of grace." 



C( 



• Hcb. d. 1-4. Hcb. la 26-29. 
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Acts II. 5—36. 

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews^ de» 
vaui men, out of every tuition under heaven.'^ 
Now when this was noised abroad^ the multitude 
came together, and were confounded^ because 
that every man heard them speak in his own 
language. And they were all amazed and mar^ 
veiled^ saying one to another. Behold, are not 
all these who speak Galileans ? And how hear 
we every man in his own tongue, wherein we 
were bom ^ Patr/hkmSn amd-Jtiedes, and Ela* 
mites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
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Judea^ ^nd Gapodoeim, in PontUs and Ashy 
xPhrygiueoid Pamp/iffJia^ in *Egypt, kind in (he 
imparls of .Ljfi/h redout Cifrene^ md strangers ttf 
,Mome^ Jetws and Prt^sehftes^ Creies and Arabi- 
' 0m 'i we<jli> keat^ itkem ^peak in our awn iongu^ 
{ike itoi^nderfut mrks q/ G&d^ ^c. 

WlBBN we /enter on, tbe>perU«a1 of thfe histori- 
ic^l books of the N^w Tes^amerit, live feel ourw 
.iielvi^Jike Iraveilers mtioduced to a rich and vai- 
i-ied landscape, where etery ohject either bharms 
j^ilh H^ beauty^ or elevates atid overawes the 
j|3fi(i4'With /its gfaqdeti*-. The interest is fioweb- 
IViHy heightened by the cOMideration that we 
stand on holy ground:, that our blessed Master 
iS the prominent figure in every scene, and that 
ivherever we turn our eyds we find all ihingb 
heitring a peculiar relation to our feelings and 
duties, our xonsolatioiM and prospectis. As we 
advanoe, the astonishing soenes which rise in 
rapid succession take complete and overpoweN 
ing possession of the mind. Who can suffer hilt 
thoughts to wander for a moment, aKshtle h^ 
is employed in viewing Jesus, on the evening 
jipmedijfttely preceding his apppeb^n«lbn and 
condemnation, announcin^r to his dist4{]fles that 
las hour was com6^ opening to them the pilrest 
sources of consolation, and fervently prayitig 
that they jnight be sanctiiied, and Jkept fpotn 

H 3 
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the evil of the world : — ^Jesus advancing to 
Calvary, bearing bis cross, addressing the multi- 
tudes that followed bewailing and lamenting him, 
** Weep not for me, ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
** but weep for yourselves and for your children;'* 
- — Jesus on thecross^ bowing his head and giving 
up the ghost, while the supernatural darkness, 
the rending of the rocks, and the convulsions 
of the earth, bore witness to his greatness, and 
constrained the Roman centurion to exclaim, 
•' Truly this man was the Son of God ;''— Jesus 
rising in triumph on the morning of the third 
day after he had been laid in the grave, amidst 
a heavenly glory which struck termor into the 
guards placed around his tomb ;• — Jesus leading 
out his disciples as far as Bethany, lifting up his 
hands and blessing them, taken up out of their 
sight in a bright shining cloud, but assuring 
them by his messengers that he would come 
again to judge the world in righteousness;— 
Jesus exalted to the right hand of power, per- 
forming his promise to his chosen ministers, 
filling them with the Holy Ghost, and enabling 
them to speak different languages to qualify 
them for the high seivice to which they were 
(appointed. 

The last event in this series of wonders haa 
formed the subject of my two preceding dis- 
courses, and 1 have now to solicit your attention 
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to the sequel of the history. Having seen the 
miraculous preparation of the twelve Apostles of 
Jesus, we are now to accompany them in their 
ministry, to sympathize with them in their la- 
bours and sufferings, and to rejoice in their suc- 
cess. But who is able to paint the charac- 
ters of these holy, zealous, and devoted men ? 
This is a theme upon which the most illustrious 
fathers of the Christian Church delighted to em* 
ploy their eloquence, but with all their powers 
they acknowledged that they were unequal to 
the subject. It would require the spirit and 
tongue of an inspired Apostle to describe these 
wonderful men, going forth to bring the world to 
thefaitb of Christ, with no weapons but the force 
of truth and the power of working miracles, and 
with no wisdom but the simplicity which their 
master taught them. It would require the glow- 
ing pen of an inspired Apostle to enumerate, 
and to set in full light, their unceasing labours, 
their care of all the churches, their mighty works 
performed in the name of their exalted Lord, 
their immoveable firmness in pursuit of their 
great .object undismayed by the most appalling 
<]angers, their invincible patience under the se- 
verest sufferings and tortures, and their heroic 
courage in the prospect of ignominious death. 

We are this evening to attend to the imme- 
diate consequences of the descent of the Holy 
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Spirit on the day of Peoteco&t, and iojthe oom- 
mencement of the ministry of the Apostles* 
And in entering on the consideration of this part 
of the history let me again solicit the candour 
and indulgence of my audience, and their feryent 
prayers imploring the direction and assistance 
of the God of the spirits of all flesh. O ! could 
I apply to the illustration of this most interest- 
ing subject, that beautiful simplicity of expres-^ 
sion, and that commanding energy of thought^ 
which captivate us in the sacred narration of 
the Evangelist, with what pleasure and success 
should I then Bpeak, with what delight and 
improvement would you then listen tothe ac* 
count of the transactions of the Apostles on the 
first .day of theiir ministry. 

When our blessed Lord was brought before 
jtrhe Jewish High Priest, and interrogatefi re^ 
3pecting his disciples and his doctrine, he said, 
♦' I spake openly to the world ; I ever taught in 
" the synagogue, and in the temple, whither tb^ 
^* Jews always resort, and in secret have I said 
** nothing/* ♦ The same observation is appli* 
cable to his miracles, almost all of which were 
performed in the most public manner, and were 
open to the strictest and most tigorous investi- 
gation. He displayed his wonderful power, in 

♦John 18. «0. 
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thpcmt^t rpttUic^plaooaef this Jeirtiah.|y|e|fO|m(ii» 
fi»d 1^ those Mhmsx feasts when, jtlue whole jib- 
itioo assembled to yrarship theiGod f^ ftsoa^. . 

ITihe.saiBe.publicity.iiisirkeditbe mimclet peu 
dRarmedihy his Apostles ^aftar his asceoskm ito 
heavien^ ParticuUrly the .effect of tbe grest 
^fac)e. of it he effusion of tbe£ipifit» intlieir bs« 
3iig eodowad ffrith pow€<r ito speak "foieign ianr- 
^ages, .was cniitnesaed and ackhoink^^od by 
aiutnerpusistmiigersitfafin at Jeriisalem. ^Tt^ese 
•>fiiyefe dweiling at Jeruaalem Jewf , fdevoui 
<i^ pkesi, out af>eYeiy nation .under heaiiEen^iM* And 
fisiihey wepe oonfounded, beoause^thater^fyiiHaD 
il^ haand Ihi^ Bpeak in bis iown . laqguageJ^ 

Tke .maltitude who eatne together upon liie 
4repf>rt of 4j]ie4niracle,xlid not cotisisCieBtirely rof 
4faose inhahitaijitB of Jesusalem who knew only 
^teir inatWB .tongae. That ^reat city was at 
itluB time full of sttange^s from distant and 
ilvidely sapasated oobntrieS) wbb nvere ivell a(> 
quainted >with the laDguages of the people 
joiaoQg iwhom th^y dwelt, and consequently 
-fdlly compcienti to .aseenrtain khe €aqt that the 
Aposftksjipoke those langtiagea. 

MajEky circumstanoes liad ooncurred to spread 

4he .families of Israel very wideJy amongst thfe 

inatioas of ihe jeaeth. When ^e 4en tribes 

llmt ibad revolted ^m the government of tb<e 

house of David, were led into captivity by the 
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king of Assyria, they were dispersed through 
the different provinces of the Assyrian empire ; 
and, although they had been greatly addicted 
to idolatry, yet many of them must have had 
copies of the books of Moses, and niust have 
retained the knowledge and profession of the 
religion of the God of Israel, when they were 
scattered afar off among the heathen. Of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin who were carried 
captive by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, only a 
small proportion availed themselves of the per- 
mission grauted them by the edict of Cyrus, to 
jretum to the land of Canaan and to rebuild their 
city and temple. The far greater part remained 
scattered through the extensive provinces of 
the Persian empire, and there is reason to con- 
clude that some of them had, in pursuit of com- 
merce and wealth, settled in still more remote 
countries. Many Jewish families had settled 
in Egypt and Arabia previous to the Babylonish 
captivity, and Jeremiah informs us that the few 
who remained in Judea at the commencement 
of that captivity fled for safety to Egypt. Jose- 
phus affirms that, in his time, persons of He- 
brew extraction were to be found among every 
people on the face of the earth ; and the fami- 
lies of the Jews thus scattered abroad amongst 
all the nations mentioned by St. Luke, must have 
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bfeen much more numerous than those which 
were settled in the land of their fathers. 

In reading the list of nations enumerated by 
the Evangelists, we find that it includes^ either 
directly or indirectly, almost all the countries 
of the earth as far as it was then known to the 
Greeks and Romans. The order of arrangement 
adopted by the sacred historian is not irregular 
or accidental. He begins with Parthia, a name 
used iu a very extensive sense, for the whole of 
the wide regions of Asia stretching to the north 
of the Persian empire.— Medes and Elamites, 
who derived their origin from Elam the son of 
Shem, a name frequently used by the prophets 
to denote Persia. In the time of the Apostles 
this was a great and powerful empire on the 
west of India, which had successfully withstood 
the victorious arms of Rome.-~-Dwellers in 
Mesoptamia, a rich country bet^Veen the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris, from which Abraham had 
removed, many ages before, to the land of I'ana- 
an. — ^Next Judea itself is mentioned, in an ex- 
tensive sense, including also Samaria and Phe- 
nicia. — Proceeding to the north west of Judea, 
the Evangelist enumerates several countries 
lying in lesser Asia, which at that time fionrished 
in great splendour and prosperity ; Cappadocia, 
Pontus, Asia proper, Phrygia and Pamphylia. — 
•Not only from all these different parts of tha 
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9oatij3ejit,of Asia wei;e (^txai^geys ^ow^coM^ct^ 
in the MetroppUs of Judea; i^iU ftom >the.M^ 
Ijflote iparu of Africa .aUp, oi^ny.Qaine iip^tQ the 
feas^t. TbB histpriaa next misntiaaB £^^^ anf4 
Ihe.par^ of iLybia about Cyreo^.; a9.d ^e Jsiip^ 
tor^ of the Ethiopian Eunuc^, who o^ne Ipai9 
^he distaat copptrvjof Abyeunia, fiuthorije^iW 
to uq^eratand the ^naipeB of ii^jpt.end,l^lM# 
in a.g^eralaeqset as denoting $11 thot^ais -th^ 
j^pQwn ,of the contineDt of ^iQSi.*^l^\ke'iti\k%h\^ 
|iu)td Qf t^nrope ^l^o contributed to s^i^et) ftUe 
numbers who at tliat time flocked totl>eh(Hy 
<Uty. Strangers of .Rpqie, jQVv;s.0ntd Pf08el5rt« 
^qm.^J the. provinces of Europe that weraMib*^ 
^e^t^ to t;be pow^r of thai: imp^ial ci^y, all -of 
^Kvhom would be considered by tbe i^hnbita&ts 
pf Jeru^sl^ip as strapger^ (belonging. to Rome, 
f^pd cla^^d under lAiat naine.— ^latiabHants of 
t^e ia^iids also can^e up tp >v<]irsbip,at tb^ifeast ; 
fCr^tes, a word whii^h is likewise to be under** 
3topd ip a general spnsejd^ncrting tiioaew^bo cafl»e 
frojn, tHe islands of the Archipelagp.--^Anll^evett 
ftTOC3|ng the travellers ip the Arabian desert, tbew 
\v:^€t(3ome wbpjkpexW t^he law of Moses and tbs 
^Ci^ipMir^s of rthe Old T^e^tainent, tod who de«- 
jljgliitjB^ to vi^jt ike pldiCe which God hadtihoaoii 
tj^ pyt his nana^ lUipre* 

WMcevpr the Jeivs 5Vere dispersed, Aey ro- 
l^fPf^ tiip |)ridie of :tbeir descent Ifom t^e<fatlreir 
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of tii^ laithft)!, aini fhe mettiory of tif^ tfe^tfrd«» 

tkNf' of tiveip aDcesttotSP to the service of tte tiMtf 

Gcd; Ttey reftised to coalesoe vtfith the QatioM' 

alHKmgst u^ho» tbey dwelt, ami' every wheuft' 

formed a/ separate people^ as they do at tfefs^dayi- 

But^ i;H»ko th^' Mosaieal irmt)tutiod<i contioued^ 

inferos whiie their holy and beauftiftri hoilM^ 

cMUidCied to be* the centre of their worstilpt, to' 

may ofateny' as-couid' condP^'with tfce lao^ 

reqiiiri^ ttoom to a|!ypear before God* at th^' 

is^leraH'fea^tS'^ w^oM rejoice in this service; anit^ 

bdsteti> to behold the beauty of' the Lordi andi 

fl»fn^Vveaft^rhitti inhis'temphs The-pfMeb' 

fyf(Mr«MQ, iiPajr Vl^t)9e nation^ wftlthel* the cfrtld^^ 

i%«i of Jacob' w^re scattered, who througli th^r^ 

lAoans'had becoitte acquainted -with the Scrip-* 

tlftres of tbe' Old' llest^ftienf, and bed' said to 

the Jews, '^^Wfe^ will go^Wit* yoir, fbFwe have^ 

«^be«n^itlralf God is wkb you,'* wouM set* out 

With ^aaf alacrity .to worship God ih hts^hnly^ 

tSttiipt^: So* great was thfe nftultitade tBat usn^ 

aMy* asseinbted at Jerwsalem at. the §reat ffesi^ 

ti^als^^ thW dorthrg the* siege : of tHat pl^ce by' 

t*te Rbotan arrtiy, whfcb- commenced at' the* 

tftae-of^ the passover, abeve one mlHion of^p^r- 

Mns^^ere pat to the sword. Theiiuriibef coU 

leeted' Withm t*te waWs' ttfust have been cofr- 

sidirablj^i greater. ' - .: ^ 

SVifehH^tbfe ctbxWted ^st^'e y* the IV^Ijr city,-. 

auch the number of strangers, devout men out 
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of every nation, who had taken up in it their 
temporary abode, at the time when Jesus sent 
his holy spirit, in a miraculous manner, to qualify 
the Apostles whom he had chosen to extend 
the knowledge of his Gospel to every nation, 
under heaven. No sooner was the account of 
the miracle published than ^\ the multitude came. 
" together/' Whether the room where the dis- 
ciples of Jesus met was spacious, or whether 
they had gone to the court of the temple or 
some other public place in the city, we are not 
informed ; but we may form an estimate of the 
numbers who flocked to bear the{n, from the 
account of those who, on the same day, became, 
converts to the faith of Christ. In consequence, 
of Peter's sermon, no fewer than three thousand 
persons were added to the hundred and twenty 
disciples who remained in Jerusalem* 

These were attracted to the spot where the 
Apostles then were, partly by the novelty and 
greatness of the miracle, and partly by the 
degree in which public attention had been power*- 
fully directed by preceding events to Jesus and 
his followers. In the course of his public 
ministry, our blessed Lord had, by his character^ 
by his miracles, and by his discourses, excited 
the notice of all classes of men. On one oc«t 
casion we find some Greeks (that is either 
Hellenistic Jews who usuaUy resided at a dia- 
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tance from Judea, or Gentile proselytes who 
happened at that time to visit Jerusalem)) had 
heard so much of his wonderful works and sub- 
lime discourses, that they expressed an anxious 
desire to be introduced to him.* The different 
partd of his trial, before the Hight Pjiest, before 
Pilate, and before Herod, were conducted in 
the most public manner, and Pilate referred to 
the immense multitude assembled on this oc* 
casion, whether they would have Jesiis or Ba- 
rabbas to be set at liberty, f Wlien he was led 
to the place of crucifixicm, bearing his cross^ 
there followed him, says the Evangelist, a great 
company of people, j; His resurrection was an- 
nounced to the rulers of the Jews by the soldiers 
who fled from the sepulchre. So universal wa» 
the interest excited by thes^e events that the two 
disciples, on their road to Emmaus, said to Jesus 
wh«tn he inquired into the subject of their con- 
versation, ** Art thou only a stranger in Jeru$a* 
^' lem, and hast not known the things that are 
*^ come to pass there in these days, concerning 
*^ Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty 
*' in deed and word, before God and all the 
" people. And how the chief priests and our 
'^ rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, 
♦• and have crucified him.'^ ?[[ Now when the 

* John 1«. sa t Luke 83* IS. X X^^^e 2«. S7. 
II Luke ^4, 18—20, 
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]n:^c attention had been so eagarly tcrnied to^ 
Wards Jesus himself, it is' not^ likely that hiir^^ 
ciptes* woifld be immediat^y* f orgottenj Oirij^ 
seven weeks^ had* intervened from' the time of 
llbe pafesoTer'at v^bich Jestishtid been cotldemn*^ 
ed to deaths atid at whieh' he £ad sofiered the 
execution of this setiteiloe^ and the same peil»>na 
who bad beeii pKenent aft hm enieiBinoat' fcu 
mained to* ^orisihip at: the fdaM o^ Pentecost 
The J^viridb rulers' cbnttnuet) tb have their eye§ 
#0 the foUbwef» of the man Ih^ repoit of whoM 
vesurrectioii they had been s<^ anisiioiis todrusbi 
tfnd the inhabitatits of^ ^e holy city must liarM 
observed their motkHia wilh jiec^uliar interest 
The very first repbft sfi^etfd' through the cifyj 
Ifcaft they w<e¥e' c^eniy- pr^ftehk^g iff them^mO'df 
tii^ir drucified ma^t^r,' Woutd abti^i around thetd 
fiany' Who had Btieik bit niifal^tesp dt'> heatd^bto 
divine' discoursed, ttifady who hddi W^j^ over-^hi» 
suffering^, or wi^' had putfdued him with unr^^ 
teming violence. The pointed address Of Peteif 
in the S8d verse* of thi6^' chfeptef,^^fl«a heftigf 
•♦ delivered by tbe^eterc^inatis codhsel- andfere- 
<• fcnowled^ of G6d, ye have ttfkfen,-and With* 
^ Wicked hands haveeriacifted^afnd-slaiff;** ahd 
the ooiftpunictiOn which siBisjed'thenivi4iert^they 
Iteard the^ Apostle's pa#feririilat)pea>, ^iioW thiat 
among the- multittlde who > came togiethcir tbere 
were many whose voices had been loudest in 
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tiM fffs " Crucify him, cruci^ him ; feis Wood 
" be upon u», and upon our children.'* The 
eofmDeocementy therefore, of the public mfni- 
i»Cry of the Apostles rf Jesus was, of itself, snC- 
ficient to ^raw around them many of those who 
i^ve ac<|^uamted with his name and history ; 
Md pubtio curiosity would be increased by the 
eircuomtance that they spoke successively in 
foreign languages. 

Ne^ wbe» so many botk of the inhabitants 
Hf Jenisa(en», affd of the strangers who came up 
flMH distant countries fo wcnrship at the feasf^ 
wem ASiPMibled aroond Pefer ftnti his brethren, 
wfaen they he«i!d one or other of the twelve ad- 
drasBing them at different times m their various 
hsgnogss^ not oft trivia) unimportant subjects, 
but on tbe wonderful works and ways of the 
God ofkeaveni, #hat was the immediate eSkci 
pvoduced open their minds ? Some of them, 
mdipknew no language except that of Ju^ea, 
Odd were incapable of u^ndemtanding the wordb 
io: ^Ldn the Apostles expressed themselves, 
eoDd|ude4 tbaC they were intoxicated, and sard 
m deriMinv ^' These men are fo+1 of new wine/* 
Bttt the greater part, Gorisisting of strangers from 
the cofintri/$9 i»entioned by the Evangelist, un- 
^iesn^u»di the lanifgiiages in wfiich the Apostlef 
syake. Had ^ the sobriety, the serionsness, 
and the weight of their discourse. " They 
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<c ^ere all amazed and were in doubt, saying 
" one to another, What meaneth this ? Be- 
^^ hold are not all these who speak Galileans, 
'* and how bear we them speak in our own 
** tongues the wonderful works pf God >.^' 
. When they were thus filled with astonishment, 
and disposed to ligften with eager attention to 
the voice of these holy messengers of heaven, 
Peter stood up with his brethren, and. as theii; 
mouth addressed the surrounding multitudes. 

Peter had always been distinguished by 
a sincere and ardent attachment to his Lord. 
When Jesus asked his Apostles " Whom say ye 
"that I am/' Peter replied in; the name of the 
rest, "Thou art Christ, the son of the living 
" God.'** Now he preaches to the Jews thei 
same truth which he had acknowledged to Jesus 
himself. He had indeed denied his Lord, ia 
the moment of trial, but the eye of the sufferings 
Jesus turned upon him, immediately brought 
him to a right mind^ aad constrained him' t0 
weep bitterly over the fault which he had com- 
mitted. Now he has an opportunity to prove 
the sincerity of his repentance, and to shew tba4^ 
he is no longer ashamed of his connexion witH 
the crucified Jesus. Before ascending to heaven; 
Jesus had said to him> "Simon, son of Jonas^ 
Movest thou me?*^ Peter ajipesded to his: 
♦MattK* la la. 
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master's knowledge of the hearts of men for the 
sincerity of his attachment : " Lord, thou who 
*' knowest ail things, knowest that I love thee/'* 
He could not then prove the fervour of his at- 
tachment to his Lord ; but now an opportunity 
occurs, and he seizes and improves it, to preach 
the resurrection of Jesus, to charge upon the 
Jews the guilt which they had . contracted by 
putting him to deaths and to call them to re- 
pentance. Regardless of all personal conse- 
quences, he rejoices in being counted worthy 
to bear testimony to the death and resurrection 
oi Jesus, to his crucified, risen, and exalted Lord, 
as the Messiah whose appearance was'^then uni- 
versally expected by the house of IsraeL ** Ye 
<f men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusa- 
^f iem, be thisVnown unto you, and hearken unto 
*' my words/^ Give a patient and fixed atten- 
tion to the important truths which I am about to 
utter, and I shall give you a satisfactory explana- 
tion of those things which ye now see and hear* 
This address of the Apostle was made to the 
native Jews, the men of Judea^ and inhabitants 
of Jerusaiemj and consequently expressed in 
their own language. These had brought against 
him and his brethren a charge of drunkenness. 
His first object therefore is to repel this un- 
founded charge, and to remove the unfavourable 

*JohD91. 17. 

I 9 
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iflipfesstott tbat might have been produced bj 
it. Tiik he does by a refeisence to their well 
known nattODal maooen ; " fiw tbese,^ said be, 
«* are not dranken, as ye suppose, seeing it is 
** but the tbiwi hour of the day," that is mne 
o'clock in tke morning ; and on their sabbaths 
and festivals, lihey thought it unlawful to touch 
either aaeat or drink be&we that hour. The 
stvangeos also who were present, could assure 
them that the words spoken by the Apostles in 
different languages, weva not only coherent and 
intelligibk, but words of truth and sobemeas^ 
alamped with the impression of divine power. 

The saqutfl of the Apostle's discourse coa* 
sists of ibiir parts. In tha ficst, extending ircnii 
the I6th to the 9iat versa, he iniwois his audi« 
ence that the surprising event which had drawn 
them togathar was tha aceomplishment of one 
of the prBdiGtioaB in thoir down acriptopss, ro« 
apeeting the eSects of the appearanoe of tha 
promised M^siah, i|nd eonsequentfy tbat it af- 
lorded an evidence thi|t the M«saiidi whom they 
expected was already eomeu^^^n the second part> 
Terses S9d and esd, he informs them that lesas 
afNaaapeth, who had been wickedly crucified 
aBaoogst daem, had exhibited all the predi^^d 
<}haraQtcrs ipf the Messiah i that be bad beea 
approvedof Gffld byuMracles, sigi^s^und wondaia; 
and he appeals to themaelves for the truth of 
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this re{ifefientfttiO0.*^Ifi thedwrd parti from this 
9£th to the S9d vei^esj^^ be asseito the truib of 
the resurrection of CbriM from the dead> uad 
stjates this fact, aa nMther charaeteir of (be Mes^ 
aial^ predicted by the Paakm^t IXevki in the 
tixteenth FsalaJi the latter pa»t of wbi^h be cites 
ftt length, a&d sbows that as it was aof, ia its 
fuU sanse, ap]^icable to the literal David, it was 
de^gfied, by the s^iiit of i»aptrart:iani to declare 
belbrebmd tb« re^nriectioo of Christ,— !» the 
fourth part, Peter represeiits the effusion of tbe 
fpirit of God,, wbich had exqited the admira^ 
Ikm of tbe p«if^oa» fir^und bia>, as an effect of 
the power of Jesus now a^ee»ded to beaven^and 
4a an evidence of bis F^sarrection, and of his 
ebaractw a& the truie Messi^kh ; from the 33d tQ 
tbe 36tb. 

I. The Apostle begins^ his address od tbis 
pccasioi^, by infioFming bi9 audience theA they 
were to regard tbe $t^rpri«{^ event wbveb ba4 
^dted theur euriosity, as Wr aocoQ^plisbndeet of 
the predi(;tH>n of the Prophet Jeel^ re^pectinf; 
the effects of the a|^pear£M(ice of the piKHqis^d 
Messiah, and consequently as a^ evid€9iee that 
tbe Mesaiab whow tbey ao^iousiy e^peft^od 
was ab^eady come^ '^ Tins is that whii^b was 
"q>oken by tbe Prophet JoeU j^nd it §haH 
*^ come to pass in the last, days, (saith God) I 

I 8 
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*' will pour out my spirit upon all flesh : and 
"your sons and your daughters shall prophecy; 
•' and your young men shall see visions, and your 
"old men shall dream dreams : and on my 
** servants and on my handmaidens 1 will pour 
" out in those days of my spirit, and they shall 
" prophecy : and I will shew wonders in heaven 
^' above, and signs in the earth beneath ; blood, 
** and fire, and vapours of smoke. The sun 
" shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
" into blood, before that great and notable day 
*^ of the Lord come. And it shall come to pass 
^* that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
** Lord shall be saved.'** 

The prophet Joel flourished previous to the 
captivity at Babylon, and the passage to which 
St. Peter refers is in the close of the second 
chapter of his prophecies. It is not my design 
to enter into a minute explanation of every part 
of this prediction, but I beg your attention to 
two observations, which are necessary to enable 
us to perceive the scope of the Apostle's reason* 
ing upon it, and the propriety of his reference 
to it in his address to the Jews. 

My first observation is that the pouring out 
of the spirit of God, foretold by the prophet, 
was not to take place till a/ier Messiah'a com- 
ing. " It shall come to pass in the last days^ 
♦ V, 16-.»1. 
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«^ saith Go<l ;'' an expre^ion commonly used 
by the writers in the Old Testament for the 
times of Messiah. Thus Isaiah, looking for- 
ward to the blessings of his reign, says, ^* It shall 
*' come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
^^ of the Lord's house shall be established in the 
'^ top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
'* above the hills ; and all nations shall flow into 
** it'** In the same sense the phrase is used by 
the Apostle to the Hebrews. ^^ God who at 
<* sundry times* and in divers manners, spake in 
*' time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
^^ hath in these last days sppken unto us by his 
"soD.''f There can be no doubt that the 
persons whom the Apostle addressed under- 
stood these words in the same sense. This day, 
said he, is this prophecy, which you all acknow* 
ledge refeiTS to the times of Messiah, accbm- 
plished io your presence. You must therefore 
admit that the consolation of Israel, for whom 
the twelve tribes instantly serving God day and 
night anxiously look, is already come^ and that 
it is vain to look for another. 

My second observation upon this passage is, 
that the predicted pouring out of the spirit of 
God was to take place before the dissolution of 
the Jewish state, in the last days of the Levitical 
priesthood, and of the whole Mosaical economy. 

•If. «. «. t Heb. 1. 1, 2. 
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Tbe tofal ^tructioa of the Mt^ple and the 
ftbolition of its serrices, tbe ovetxkfow of Jeru99^ 
letti «m1 iht! di»per6ioii of iu mhaJbitunto^ wo«il4 
ItffOfd irramtible evidenee that tfae propheoiw 
liespecdiwg tbe oon^Bg oi die Messiah iiad been 
ftCCompUshed. Tbid wfis the gre^t and aotuble 
day of <tbe Lord^poken of by Jiodl^ wiucb was to 
ibe pfeclHled aiftd wcompahied by many aJansiii^ 
appeaiBDcea, and Which was riiortlyto follow 
the fulfilment of the first part of the prophiscy 
respecting the effuatoo of the ^pirit^ Afber ^ 
di^^eiBion of tbd Jtmibk fi^tion^ it wa$ mpofltible 
for any preteiifdef toposaeas the predj^^tedfeattires 
of JVfeMah^a charact^:. Be waa to mpjiear m 
the gecottd tesofile^ and to be tbe glory lafit.^ 
But bow couM thJ0 happen vtheii the temple 
was levellied with due dttat* and Sion ploughed 
M a field i fie \«^as to be of tibe faaaUy of i>aind, 
end M the laibe of Judah. But the di^Makm 
of the ttation wa$ to confoiand their Iribea and 
fiimilin, and to Tender it im^ssible to Mcertsna 
iihe descent of any indiyidual who might dafta 
to himself the title of the son of David. Tb* 
Apo§ih^ therefofe^ fomeeing the appv^ach of 
these eahmities^ whteh wouW apeediiy follow 
liie commencemeat of tie Imst dat/e^ earnestly 
bxhorted «s heap^ not to hesilate to Toeetve 
wd obey him whom God the Fatfaw hud *iM^ 
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?lhafc tbey might be eo^nUd Wpftihjr to esc^ 
the «tU8 which weife ^botit to fii)l/wkb tre^ 
meodotts violence, 00 tlieiir A^^tiiM* 

iL Batif thepcemiised Mesdtth waflilreuij 
eomoi and tf the ereiit #hi^h took place on the 
dbf ofP^ntecdst was an eindeoce of it, the Jnvs 
would aaturaUy ioqatre wben he Appeared, and 
wbo was the ^eanon to ifhom i\mi sacred title 
was applicabie ? To these questions the A pottle 
anav^rs in the second fiaii at bis address, by 
referriag them to Jesus of Niazareth who had 
beea lately cruci&Rd among. theoi. ^^¥e men 
^^of larsei hear these Words : Jesua of Naa^eth, 
^ a man approvad of God among you, by mita' 
^ dea, and wonders^ and signs, which God did 
^by him in the midst of yoa, as ye yourseives 
^* also kaow : Him, beiag delivered by the de- 
<* termk»ute eoansel and fereknmiriedge of God 
^^ je have taken, aad l^y wicked haade ham cru- 
^ cified sikI dain^" * v 

The. perlbrmaace of mimdea sras the great 
e^ettce to whieh Je»iB Uraaelf referred tkt 
diociptes ^ John, when they cMie, asking him : 
^ Attthou he that ahoald cooiev or do we look 
^^ for anodier } Jesns anaweiMHl aad atid uato 
" them, Go, and shew John again those things 
'^ which ye do hear an4 see : The blind receive 
*^ their sight, and the iame walk ; the lepers are 
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** cleansed, and the deaf hear ; the dead are nused 
*' up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
" them/'* These signs and wonders were iie 
demansiraiion of the Spirit and of power ^ which 
was the great evidence hotfa of his being a 
Teacher sent from God, and of his being thai 
Teacher whom the prophets had foretold, and 
whoih the Jews expected under the name of 
Messiah. That his miracles were evidences of the 
justice of his claim to the character of a Teacher 
sent from God, was acknowledged by Nicode- 
mus, a ruler of the Jews, in the early part of his 
ministry. ^' Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
*' Teacher come from God ; for no man can do 
^' these miracles that thou dost, except God be 
*' with him/'f And when the Jews came to 
Jesus, and said, '< How long dost thou make us to 
*^ doubt ? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
*^ Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye.be- 
'^ lieved not : the works that I do in my Father's 
" name^ they bear witness of me^'X These were 
also evidences of the justice of his cktioi to the 
character of Messiah, as they weie the signs and 
wonders foretold respecting the Messiah by the 
ancient prophets, in passages to which our Lord 
plainly referred in his answer to the disciples of 
John.ll 

')^Matth.n.d«-5. t John 3.2. ]:JobDl0.t4.«5«. 
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Now the Apostle appeals to bis heaters them- 
selves for the truth of the wonderful works which 
Jesus had wrought among them, and for their 
perfect correspondence with the predictions Of 
the prophets. He had indeed been consigned to 
an ignominious death, but this also was foretold 
concerning him, and he could not otherwise 
have fulfilled the character of the Christ. It 
was necessary that he should suffer, according 
to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God. But this by no means annihilated or 
diminished the criminality of those who, with- 
out cause, had put him to death. The Apostle, 
no longer ashamed of the sufferings of his master; 
chaises upon the astonished Jews the atrocious 
crime of having crucified the Lord of glory. 

III. Having referred his hearers to the signs 
and wonders which Jesus had performed in tes- 
timony of his being the promised Messiah, 
wonders of which they had thetaselves been 
witnesses, the Apostle next brings forward the 
leading fact of his resurrection from the grave; 
as the concluding evidence of the^ justice of his 
claim. It is remarkable that Peter does ndt 
stop to prove the truth of the resurrection. He 
appears to have entertained no doubt thdt it was 
admitted by all who heard him. But he insists 
upon the fact that it was necessary that Jesus 
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tbould burst the baocfc of the grave, in order to 
isomplete the evidence of bift Messisihship i 
*^ Whom God bath rai&ed up, having loosed jhe 
^^ p^ins of death ; because it was not possible 
^f tbat he should be holden of it/^ Fpr this pur-^ 
pose he refers to the latter part c^ the iMxteenth 
Paalm, reasons upon it, and shows that it could 
pot be applied entirely to David, biit that it was 
designed to foretell thu resurrection of him to 
whom all the prophets bore witnesa. '^ For 
*' I>avid speaketh concerning him^ i foresaw the 
^> Lord always before my face, for he is on 
\^ my right hand that I should not be moved 
^^ Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue 
^ was glad : moreover also my flesh shall re&t in 
^* hope. Because tbcHi wilt not leave my aoul 
" in hell, nor suffer thine holy one to see cor- 
^* ruptioo. Thou hast made known to mie the 
^^ ways of life ; thou sbalt make me full of joy 

V with thy countenance. Men and brethren, 

V let me freely speak ui^to you of the Patriarch 
\^ David, that be is both dt^d and buried, and his 

V sepulchre is with us unio this day : therefore 
*«^^iog a prophet, and knowing that God had 
*'«wQrn with an oath unto bim» that of tKefrait 
^f of his loins, according to the flesh, he would 
fVmise up Christ to sit on lus throne : He seeing 
f^ this before, sp^ke of the re&urrection of Christ, 
^ that his soul was not left ia hell, neither bis 
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^ flesh did see corruptioo. This JestiB bath God 
*^ raised op whereof w« ail arc witnesses/^* 

IV. Haviag «hown from tli^ wordi of DaTuI 
AaC it was esseDtial to the. character of the pro» 
vised Measlah that he should rise ffomthe gravre 
and swaUow i}p death io victcvy^ and thai thitf 
was accomplished in th^ resurrection of Jesus' 
of Nazareth whom the Jews had condemned and 
erttciBed, the Apostle, in the last part of his ad* 
d9eas, deelsf ed that the pouring out of the spirit 
wfaioh had excited the admiratioo of them that 
beard him, was an effect of the power of Jesus, 
sod so eridence of the truth <^ fats resurrectaon^ 
of hie ascensioii, and of his glory. ^ Therefere,' 
^ hemg hj the right hand of Gnod exalted, and 
^^ having received of the Father the promite of 
<^t%6 Holy Ghost,, he hath shed forth this which 
** ye now see and hear/* Then refenriog ta ttte 
huii^ed teeth Psalm, which oootaios. a predic- 
tidtiof Messiah's ascension to heaven, and of the 
glory c^his exatted stale, Peter reasons fi>om this 
pssaage in the same manner, Snd with the same 
irresi$tihle foroej that he had reasoned from the 
si%te^»th Faa)f»<: ^^ For David is not asoeoded 
^^ into the heaven^ : but he saJth himself. The 
•* Lord said unto my Lord, St thou on my 
♦• tight hand* Until 1 make ihy fees thy foot- 
f*stool/'t 

• V. 24—32. t V. S3.— S5. 
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. The Apostle concludes this luminous and 
most impressive discourse by calling upon the 
Jews to acknowledge their guilt in crucifying 
the Lord of glory, and to receive and obey him 
as the true Messiah, '* Therefore let all the 
** house of Israel know assuredly, thieit God hath 
^^ made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, 
"both Lord and Christ/^ 

Great was the effect produced by this address. 
The hearts of the assembly were impressed, their 
consciences were awakened, their minds were 
filled with remorse for the crime which they had 
committed, and with feietrful anticipations of the 
punishment awaiting them. In the anguish of 
their spirits they said to Peter and the rest of the 
Apostles, " Men and Brethren, what shall we 
•* do ?"* I shall reserve for my next discourse, 
the consideration of the wonderful effects of Pe- 
ter's speech upon the minds of his hearers; of 
their application to hiai for direction' what course 
they ought to pursue in order to obtain relief 
from their distress of mind ; of their compliance 
with his exhortation to repent and to be bap- 
tised in the name of Jesiis for the remission of 
sins ; and of the conduct of the primitive church, 
marked by piety and mutual kindness, and by 
the blessing of God descending upon them, and 
adding daily to their numbers such as should 
he saved. 

* V. 37. 
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In reviewing this subject for practical im-» 
provement, we ^vejtrsi taught further to ad^ 
mire the wisdom of Jesus in the time chosen 
for communicating to his Apostles spiritual gifts 
and miraculous powers. When we read the list 
of various and distant countries, some of whose 
inhabitants formed part of St. Peter's audience^ 
we cannot fail to observe the admiilable provision 
made for spreading among the nations the know- 
ledge of the character, miracles, sufferings, re- 
surrection and glory of Jesus, and thu^ prepare 
ing the minds of men for the preaching of his 
ministers. Many of the strangers who had heard 
the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, would 
return to their own habitations in all the regions 
mentioned by the Evangelist, add would un- 
doubtedly carry with them an account of the 
wonderful things which they had seen and heard 
at Jerusalem. 

A second observation suggested by Ihe con- 
flux of strangers to the holy city at the feasts 
of the Passover and Pentecost is, that we ought 
to value highly the means of grace and the ih- 
istitutions of religious worship, and to study to 
improve them. Let us observe and imitate the 
piety of these Jews and Proselytes who, in the 
course of God's providence, had the boundaries 
of their habitations fixed at a distance from the 



Digitized by 



Google 



city df ihetr.solemtiiltjdft. Did these strangers 
travel, with great trouble vmA expense, from 
very ren»Dte eoiiilri«i^, to womkrp ttie true God 
is his^ holy teoipte Ui JetvtmU^m^ md srhali we 
tHidcTfalii^ ovft sabbaths and our folecrm feasts, 
that bliessed common lon^ wkh 0>d trfatch we 
iBay eogQiy in those pFeeious reltgrotrs services 
to which we have immediate access ^ Let us 
mAapt the Unguage of the hoi^ f^alm!st, *^ One 
♦« thing have 1 desired of the Lord, that will 
♦^ I seek after \ that I may dwell in the house 
♦'-of the Lwd all the days of my life, to be- 
♦* hold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire 
•• in his temple/'* 

Obserre, ihirdly^ ih» '^^py consequences tor 
mafny of th€se strangers*, in then: being brought 
to the knowledge and fafth of the true Messiah: 
They had come up to worship God according 
to the requisitions of the Mosaical law, the dis* 
pensatibn qnder which they fired ; and lo ! the 
eo<uiola/ti<»n^ of feraei, for whom they ail earnestly 
longed, is displayed to their wondering eyes. 
They ^re callod te the enjoyment o# the bless- 
ings of a sfMritualfiRdmore exalted dispensation* 
The glory of Ihe temple whftherthey came to 
wiu'ship' was depmtted ; but they were cou'* 
diu;tttd to the place where the disciples of Jesvia 
♦Pi. 2r. 4. 
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were assembled, and where God had madifested 
bis presence, and glory ; they heard the Apostles 
apeakin^j: in their own languages concerning 
the Messiah, the great object of their wishes and . 
expectation ; they listened with astonishment td 
the powerful address of the Apostle Peter ; and 
God opened their hearts to receive and obey 
the truth. Had not the chief minister of Can'» 
dace, queen of Ethiopia, come up from afar 
country to the Metropolis of Judea, he would 
not have met with Philip the Evangelist, oor 
would he have learned of whom the prophet 
Isaiah spake in the passage which he read, as he 
passed through the desert on his return bome» 
It is only in the path of duty that we can expect 
the blessing of God; and, God often meet^eth 
with unexpected blessings him that Cejoiceth 
and worketh righteouiSQess. 

The references of the Apostle to the prophecy 
of Joel, and to the sixteenth Psalm» lead to a 
Jburih observation, respecting the. connexion be- 
tween the Old Testament and the New, and the 
mutual testimony which they bear to the truth 
of both. The great events of the Gospel dls* 
pensation were all foretold under the law ; an4 
when these events took place, they afforded the 
strongest evidence that the Scriptures of the 
Old Testanobent were written by holy men of 
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God who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. The accomplishment of the pro- 
phecy of Joel in the effusion of the Spirit upon 
the Apostles, proved to the assembled Jews 
that Messiah was already come ; and at the same 
time proved that Joel spake by the inspiration 
of God, who knoweth the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the things that 
shall come to pass. 

Lastly y How exactly were this and similar 
predictions of the destruction of Jerusalem, of 
the dissolution of the Jewish state, and of the 
miseries which preceded these events, fulfilled 
in the appointed time, about forty years after 
the death of Christ ? Several centuries before, 
an angel had announced to the prophet Daniel 
the very time of the scattering of the holy 
people,* and his words had been cited and ap- 
plied to the same purpose by Jesus ; " When ye 
*' shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken 
** of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
^^ place, whoso readeth let him understand, then 
*' let them which be in Judea flee to the moun- 
** tains.'^j* Our Lord's own prediction, recorded 
in the twenty fourth chapter of St. Matthew's 
Gospel, is very minute and circumstantial, and 
the event perfectly corresponded with it. It 
♦ Dan. 12, 7—1 1. tMatth. «4, 15—16. 
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was indeed a great and terrible day of the Lord, 
when he shewed wonders in heaven above, and 
signs in the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke. Many of the prodigies re- 
corded by the Jewish writers, as having preceded 
the final destruction of Jerusalem, are incredible ; 
but we have the fullest evidence that there was 
great distress among the people of Israel, in all 
the. countries whither they were scattered. . It 
would be tedious and painful to particularize the 
sufferings of that unhappy people, during the 
forty years that intervened between the. time 
that our Lord uttered this prediction, and its 
complete accomplishment. Torrents, of Jewish 
blood flowed in all the countries round Judea, 
the habitations of the Jews were burnt with fire, 
and the smoke of their burning asqgnded to 
heaven. ^ 

But instead of dwelling minutely upon the 
fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel cited by the 
Apostle Peter, let us rather consider the im- 
provement to be derived from it. Through the 
mercy of God we enjoy spiritual blessings su- 
perior to those which were enjoyed by the de- 
scendants of Abraham. Let us beware of mis- 
improving them. The peculiar privileges, the 
superior religious knowledge and blessings pos- 
sessed by that highly favoured nation, far from 
shielding their heads in the day of wrath^ only 



Digitized by 



Google 



1S3 DISOOtTRSX XT. 

aggravated their guilt and rendered their punish* 
men I more dreadful. For many ages ijod ex- 
ercised his long suffering patience towards them, 
but the days at last came when he visibly lifted 
up his hand s^ainst them in anger, and visited 
them with signal desolation. ^^ If God spared 
>^not the natural branches, take heed lest he 
•* also spare hot thee/'* 

We cannot doubt, however, that God still re- 
serves for his church the joy of receiving back 
fais ancient people. ** They also, if they abide 
^< not in unbelief, shall be grafted in, for God is 
♦> able to graft them in again/' And, '** if the 
'^ casting away of thexn be the reconciling of th« 
'* world, what srhall the receiving of them be, 
"but life from the dead?'' f This is aa event 
to which we ought to look forward with humble 
confidence and holy joy, as an event most de- 
sirable in itself, and introductory to that happy 
time when the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord. 



•Rom. 11. 21, tRom. 11. 23, 15. 
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Acts IL 37-^42. 

Nawwhentketf heard ihis^ they were pricked in 
their hearts^ and said unto Peters and to the rest 
of the Apostles^ Men and brethren^ what shall 
we do ? Then Peter said unto them^ Repent a$id 
be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christy for the remission qfsins^ and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is to you and to your children^ and to. all that are 
afar off^ even as many as the Lord our God shall 
callp Ami with mam/ other words did he testify 
and exhort^ ^^yi^g* save yourselves from ihisun" 
K 3 
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toward generation. Then they that gladly re» 
ceived his word were baptised : and the same 
day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly 
in the Apostles' doctrine and Jellowship^ and in 
breaking of breads and in prayers. 

History presents to us few objects more 
interesting or more commanding than the 
Apostle Peter^ standing up with his brethren 
on the day of Pentecost, addressing the Jews and 
proselytes around him. Till within ten days of 
this period, he had enjoyed the presence and 
instructions of his beloved Lord, and after the 
ascension of Jesus, this Apostle does not appear 
hitherto to have addressed the Jews, or to have 
been employed in any dangerous service. Now 
he is called to bear testimony to the resurrection 
of Jestis, at the hazard of being violently ap« 
prehended by the same power which had brought 
his master before Pilate, andof being condemn- 
ed to a similar ignominious death. Now he 
commences that ministry which is to be the 
means of the conversion of the world. He feels 
himself the servant, the ambassador of Christ, 
to carry on the great scheme of his providence 
and grace. He knows that he will have many 
and great difficulties to struggle with, and that 
dangers await him on every side. But as he 
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has been more criminal than the rest of the 
Apostles, in denying his Lord, he now takes 
the lead, and speaks in the name of his brethren, 
in declaring Jesus of Nazareth to be the true 
Messiah. 

Imagine to yourselves this great man, full of 
the spirit and temper of his blessed Master, 
opening for the first time the grand commission 
of the Gospel. His mind was indeed elevated 
above the fear of suffering ; his understanding 
was enlightened with the knowledge of ail ne- 
cessary truth. The spirit of the Lord rested 
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and of might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord. But this did not render him inatten- 
tive to the situation and prejudices of the persons 
whom he addressed. We find him, on the con- 
trary, anxious to remove the prepossessions that 
might alienate their ndinds, and laying hold of 
those topics of argument and persui(sion that were 
fitted to have the most powerful and favourable 
influei^ce upon them. He assured them that 
the descent of the spirit of God upon the 
Apostles was the accomplishment of one of the 
predictions contained in their own Scriptures, 
resecting ia remarkable event that was to take 
place irfier the coming of the Messiah whom 
they all expected, and consequently afforded an 
evidence that he was already come. He pointed 
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out to them Jesus of Nazareth, as fully answer- 
iDg to all the characters which the prophets 
had foretold concerning him. The Jews might 
say. Was not Jesus of Nazareth crucified in a 
public and ignominious manner? How then 
coiild be fulfil the magnificent promises (^Mes- 
niah's reign ? This objection the Apostle antici- 
pated, and declared that he and his brethren 
were witnesses of the truth of the resurrectioa 
ol Jesus, that they had not only seen and cod* 
versed with him after he rose from the grave, 
but had been present when he ascended to 
heaven, and on that very day had experienced 
the efiecis of bis ascension in the miriK^ulous 
gifts and powers conferred upon themu Peter 
concluded his discourse by calling upon his 
hearers to receive^ as the promised Messiah, 
JesUs whom they had crucified. 

The events recorded by the Evangelist in the 
close of this chapter are no less wonderful than 
those which ushered in this memorable day. 
Let me now solicit your attention to the distress 
of mind produced among the hearers of St. Peter 
by his faithful address ; They were pricked in 
iheir hearts^ and said to Peier and to the rest of 
the Apostles, Men and brethren what shall we do ? 
— to the course which the Apostle pointed out 
for their relief ; Repent^ and be baptised every on4 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ i for the remis* 
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siam^ifsim: — and to* tbek cosxipliidnce whti kis 
exhortation, their faith m the doctrioies^and their 
suhoiissioB to the laws aiid orddnafices of the 
ChristtaEi church ;' Then tbey^ that gladly received 
his word were baptised^ and the same datf there 
were added uniat^tn ahoat three thousand soaisi 
And they eentinued ste^astly in the Apostles^ 
docirime ondfelbwsUp^ ami inbremking of breadii 
and in players. 

L The Apostle's address made a very deep 
impression upon the minds of the numerous 
assembly. He spake not with the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but with the holy Gihost 
and with power. The minds- of his hea^rers were 
opened to discern aad feel the fcwce of truths 
Their consciences were alarmed. They WiCre 
thrown into deep distress, and. earnestly applied 
to Peter and his brethren to kiiiaw what course 
thay should pursue in order to obtain relief. 
^ Mfen and brethren, what shall we do >" 

We are apt? to pa&s over, without sufficient 
considerations the greatness of thechange which 
took place in these men. When they assembled 
in consequence' of the miracle' which had taken 
place, they were under the influence of the samd 
strong prejudices which had induced them to 
join the great majority of tbeit nation, in de* 
iDaftding the death of the holy J^sus. Descend^ 
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ants of Abraham and Jacob, they regarded them-^ 
selves as the peculiar favourites of heaven, and 
while they had their temple with its services, 
they confidently trusted that they were secured 
from destruction. They fully expected also, in 
common with the rest of their nation, a glorious, 
triumphant Messiah, to re-establish the fallen 
Ahrone of David, and to raise the Jewish nation 
once more to temporal power and splendour. 
They had seen Jesus crucified in great apparent 
weakness and ignominy, and had been taught 
to despise him as a deceiver, and to abhor him 
as a blasphemer. But when Peter set before 
them the miracles which proved the truth of 
of our Saviour's character ; the prophecies ful- 
filled in the deep abasement of his sufferings, 
and in the lustre of his triumphant resurrection; 
the testimony borne to the reality of his ascension 
by the wonderful events of' that day, of which 
they had themselves been the witnesses ; and 
the miseries foretold by their own prophets, as 
about to overwhelm their city and nation ; they 
could not resist the force of truth. AH the 
enormity of the crime which they had committed, 
all the dreadful consequences which they had 
reason to apprehend, rushed at once upon their 
alarmed mind^. The Messiah, the desire of all 
nations, had appeared^ and they had refused to 
acknowledge him. They had heard his boljj 
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and heavenly doctrines^but they had obstinately- 
shut their ears against the voice of eternal wis- 
dom. They had seen the supernatural works 
which proved that he was a teacher come from 
God, that he was in very deed the Christ the 
son of the living God,' but they! had shut their 
eyes, and refused to attend to these irresistible 
evidences. Not only had they despfsec^ him whom 
God the Father had sealed, but they had been 
accessary to his murder. They had formed part 
of the multitude who demanded his crucifixion, 
and who mocked and insulted him during his 
last agonies. O ! how different must have been 
their views of the guilt which they had contract- 
ed when thus placed in the strong light of truth, 
from the apprehensions they entertained when 
they joined in the cry, " Crucify him. Crucify 
** him V What unutterable remorse would agi- 
tate their miinds, when awakened to a sense of 
the greatness of their crime in crucifying the 
Lord of glory, and. shedding the blood of the 
promised redeemer ? What terror would seize 
them in looking forward to the punishment 
which awaited them > '• His blood," they ex- 
claimed," be upon us, and upon our children.** 
Now they dreaded the- accomplishment of their 
own imprecation. Tortured with the present 
consciousness of guilt, and terrified with the 
prospect of approaching punishment, they anxi- 
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ously inquired whether there was iany hope of 
pardon for so atrocious a crime, whether it was 
possible to eseapethe awful judgments of heavem 
Jesus promised to his Apostles that they 
should do greater works than those which he 
had performed during his personal ministry ;* 
and on the day of Pentecost they saw this pro** 
mise beginning to be fulfilled. During the 
abode of their master on earth they had beheld 
no scene equal to this. Never had his preach- 
ing been attended with such effects as those 
which immediately followed their first sermon 
after his removal from them. 

I cannot leave this part of my subject without 
requesting you to observe the astonishing efficacy 
of divine truth upoa the minds of those who 
understand it, and are awakened to a serious and 
impartial sense of its importance. Great is its 
power over the consciences even of wicked men 
who refuse to acknowledge it, and who profess 
to despise its authority. It imposes silent but 
powerful restraints on their conduct in public 
life, and in the hours of solitude and reflection, 
it excites bitter regret for the past, and awful 
forebodings of the future. The profligate Herod 
felt its power when the Baptist called him 
to repentance. Felix,, the Roman governor^ 
trembled under its influencei when Paul reason* 

♦ JohpM. IS* 
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ed, in his presence^of temperaoce, rightieooSQess, 
aad judgment to come* 

But infinitely greater rs the efficacy of moral 
and religious truth upon the minds of those who 
receive and obey it. Herod and Felix shut 
their minds against the light of divine truth, 
dismissed their convictions, and, so far as we 
know, were given over, in ithe righteous judg- 
ment of God, to a reprobate mind. But had 
they yielded to the impressions made upon themi 
had they pursued the reasonings of the me^ 
sengers of heaven; to their genuine and salutary 
consequences.; had they, like the penitents on 
the day of Pentecost, earnestly applied for di- 
rection, and &ithfully followed it ; what an im- 
portant change would have been produced in 
their characters, how happy would they have 
been in themselves, what public blessings to the 
country where God had placed them in higd 
and influential situations ? Where divine truth 
operates according to its nature and tendency, 
it purifies and renovates the powers of the soul 
of man ; its effects are great, its benefits arc 
everlasting. " Give me,*' said the eloquent 
Lactantius in a passage which has been often 
cited by writers on the truth of Christianity, 
*' Give me an angry, abusive, passionate man ; 
"and with the word of God, I will render him 
" meek as a Jamb. Give me an avaricious and 
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*^ niggardly man, and I will leturn him kind and 
** liberal. Give me a man who is afraid of pain 
** and death ; and he shall contemn crossesi 
*' fires, and torments of every kind. Give me a 
*^ lustful, adulterous man, and you shall see him 
^' sober, chaste, continent. Give me a cruel and 
^^ blood-thirsty man; his fury shall be changed 
^^ into clemency. Give me a man who is unjust, 
*' foolish, and a notorious offender ; and he shall 
*^ become equitable, prudent, and innocent. So 
" great is the efficacy of divine wisdom.'** 
Such blessed effects it has produced in every 
age,and such were its effects upon the Apostle's 
hearers. Nor is it only in their first consterna- 
tion and perplexity that we see the mighty 
powerof the word of faith which Peter preachedi 
but in their subsequent perseverance,obedience, 
and joy. It was displayed also in the cheerful, 
persevering faith and obedience of numbers who 
followed them in the same glorious path. 

II. To what course does Peter direct his 
hearers for relief from their deep distress of mind? 
Like his great master, he does not break the 
bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax. 
Under the power of divine truth their hearts 
were bfoken, and the Apostle applies himself 
tenderly to bind them up and to heal them; 
^Laclant Lib. III. Cap. 95. 
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He exhorts them to repent of their sins and turn 
from them iinto God,* to have recourse to the 
atonement of Christ for pardon and reconcilia* 
tion, and to profess their faith in him and sub'', 
jeotion to his laws by submitting to be publicly 
baptised in his name. JRepeni, and be baptised 
every one of you in the name oj" Jesus ofNaztxreih^ 
for the remission of sins. . This was ihe sub- 
stance of the alarming and pathetic addresses of 
John the Baptist; . This was the substance of 
the discourseis of Jesus during his personal, 
ministry among men. This formed the message 
* which the Apostles were commanded to promuU 
gate to the nations. When Jesus opened their 
understandings, after his resurrection, that they 
might understand the Scriptures, he said unto 
them, *^ Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
*' Christ to suffer, and to rise! from the dead the 
'* third day, and that repentance and remission of 
*' sins should be preached in. his name, among ail 
^^ nations.''* These are the important topics of 
Christian instruction and exhortation, which are 
suited to the circumstances, to the feelings, and 
to the wants of men alienated from the love of 
God through ignorance and wicked works ; and 
which God has blessed, in every age, for their 
recovery from the slavery of vice, for the gradual 
purification and improvement of their minds, for 
• Luke «4. 46, 47. 
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influencing them not to live to themselires but 
to him who loved them and gave .himself for 
them, srnd for guidiiJ[g .them in the path which 
i^ues in everlasting happiness* 

The Apostle^s first eichortation is to repent'* 
once. His auditors were already deeply sensible 
of the greatness of the crime which they had 
eommitted. They feJt that they bad incurred 
the awful displeasure of the goveimor among the 
nations, and they trembled in the prospect of 
judgments threatening to overwhelm them. But 
the longer they suffered their minds to ruminate 
en these painful subjects, the more did thdr re* 
morse, their apprehension, their Jteiror increase* 
The direction of Peter, therefore, must be un- 
derstood to refer not to the sense of guilt, but 
to the renunciation and abhoireDce of sin.. He 
earnestly intreats them to relinquish the practice 
of every sin, to renounce the corrupt dispositions 
from which t^ese aLhful practices flowed, to 
turn from them with grief and hatred to the love 
and service of tiiat God whom tlieyhad offended, 
and to resolve to bring forth fruils meet for re- 
pentance in the course ^f their future lives. 

There has been much controversy concerning 
the nature and extent of repentance, how far it 
precedes the restoration of the soul to confixience 
in God through the atonement of Christ, and 
how far it flows ftom that principle. The Scrip- 
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tme^ enter not into metapbysioal <)istinotion8 
upon this subject, . nor is it necessary that we 
shdiild do so. The oontrov^r^y 19 in a great 
measure verbal, reapecting the meaning of (be 
word repentance, a term whiemik© many others, 
is not always qsed in the same extent of $iigni&- 
cation. The language of Scripture, and thfi 
reason of the thing, teach ua that man mu»t b^ 
iensible of his error and of his danger, that his 
heart must be broken under a sense of etin and 
apprehension of the displeasure of God on ac«> 
count of it, in order tp discepn the suitableness 
iof the grace of God in the gospel of his son, 
and io be disposed to receive it. But on the 
» other hand, repep^nce unto life cannot be com* 
plete without that genuine, kindly, heartmaiting 
sorrow, which naturally flows from an humble 
and grateful reliance on the love of God in all 
that he h^th done, and ail that he has promised 
to do, for our eternal felicity. The word used 
by the Apostle signifies a change pf mind, and 
evidently includes that complete change of 
principles, of views, of dispositions, and of af- 
fections, which was necessariJy implied in their 
acknowledging Jesus of Nazareth as t)ie Me$« 
siah, and subjecting themselves to the Jnfluenoe 
of hi9 spirit and iustructionif . The exhortation 
of Pet^ was essentially the same as thjit of the 
ancient prophets. "Turn ye, tuin ye, from 

I. 
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** your evil ways, for why will ye die, O bouse 
"of Israel/'* "Let the wicked forsake his 
*' way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : 
*' and let him return unto the Lord, for he will 
" have mercy upon him ; and to our God for 
" he will abundantly pardon/ 'j* It was sub- 
stantially the same as the exhortation of John 
the Baptist. " Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
" heaven is at hand. The ax is Isud to the root 
"of the trees; therefore every tree which 
"bringeth not forth good fruit. is hewn down 
" and cast into the fire/' J 

What an exalted view does this doctrine of 
the necessity of repentance present to us of the 
great purpose of our Lord's appearance, of the « 
appointment and ministry of his Apostles, and 
of the dignity and sanctity of his spiritual king- 
dom ? This kingdoni, all, even the most pro- 
fligate, are invited to enter, but the indispensible 
condition of their admission to its holy privileges 
and blessings, is the renunciation of their cor- 
rupt appetites and sinful practices. The religion 
which they are called to embrace is a holy re- 
ligion, and the God whom they are called to 
know and serve is of purer eyeis than' to behold 
evil, and cannot look upoii iniquity;|| 

♦ Ezek. 33. 1 U 1 1». 55 7. j MaUh. 3. 2, 10. 

11 This important sentiment is clearljr iand forcibly illustrated 
by the late Bishop Porteus of London, in bis excellent discourse 
on the ministry of John the Baptist j and I hope it will not be 
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The Apostle's second exhortation to his 
bearers is to have recourse to the atonement 
which Jesus had offered up, as the ^roundof their 
obtftining pardon for their aggravated crimes, and 
being admitted into a state of reconciliation with 
God. *« Be baptised^ every one of you, in the 

unacceptable, if I present, in a note, a paragraph from that dis- 
course, which could not easily be introduced into the illustrations 
contained in ih^ text. *• It is evident," says this pious prelate* 
speaking of Job n*s' doctrine of repentance, "that the Baptist 
addressed himself in the first iustance, not to the undersfandingp 
but to the heart. He did not attempt to convince his hearers, 
but to reform tbem ; he did- not say to them, go and study the 
prophets, examine with care the pretensions of him whom I an* 
nounce, and weigh accurately all the evidences of bis divine 
mission \ h^ well knew how all this would end* in the then cor- 
rupt state pf their mvnds. His exhortation was therefore. 
Repent ye^ for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.— Unbelievers 
complain of the mysteries of revelation ; but we have the highest 
4iu(bqrrty for saying, that in general the only mystery which pre- 
vents them from receiving it, is the mystery of iniquity. 

"We hear indeed a great deal of the good nature, the be- 
nevolence, the generosity, the humanity, the honour, and the 
other Jnnumerable good qualities of those that reject the Gospel; 
and they may possibly possess some ostentatious and popular 
'Tirtues, and . may keep clear from flagrant and disreputable 
yices. But whether some gross depravity, some inveterate pre- 
judice, or some leaven of vanity and sielf conceit, does not com- 
monly lark in their hearts, and influence both their opinions 
and their practices, they who have an extensive acquaintance 
with the writings and the conduct of that clasd of men will find 
no diBBculty in deciding. If however this was the decision of man 
only, the Justness of it might be controverted, and the com- 
petency of the judge denied. It might be said that it is unbe- 
coming and presumptuous in any human being to pass severe 
censures.oD large bodies of men *, and that, without being able to 
look into the heart of man, it is impossible to form a right judg<^ 
jment of his moral character. This we do not deny. But if he 
.who actually has that power of looking into the heart of man ; 
if he who is perfectly well acquainted' with human nature, and 
all the various characters of men \ if ^^ has declared that menlo-oe 
darkness .rather than Ught^ because their deeds are evil^ who will 
controvert the truth of thii.decision? On this authority then 
we may securely rely, and imy rest assured, that whatever pre- 
ten.ces may be set up for rejecting reTelation^ the grand obstacles 

L 2 
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^< liame of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
" sins/' The meaning i^ainly is^ Have re- 
course to the mercy of God as it is repealed in 
the sacrifice of Christ for the pardon of your o& 
fences^ and publicly profess your reliance upon 
it by submitting to be baptised in hrs name. 
The doctrine of the necessity of an atonement for 
sin^ or to speak more properly, the doctrine 
that it seemed good to infinite wisdom not to 
receive fallen and sinful man again into favour, 
ivithout such a satisfaction for his contempt of 
the divine authority, as might display, in the 
eyes of all God's intelligent creatures, the ex* 
cellence of bis holy law, and the rectitude of his 
high government,--^this doctrine is taught by 
the l&w and by the prophets, throughout the 
Scriptures both of the Old and of the New 
Testaments. The universality of the practice of 
offering sacrifices of slain animals shows the 
concurring sentiments of mankind respecting 
the necessity of an atonement for sins. The 

to il are, indolence* indifference, vice» pattion, prejnclicey tdi^ 
conceit, pride, vanity, love of lingularity, adiidain to think with 
the vulgar, aod an ambitioB to be considered at asperior U> 
the rest of mankind in genius, penetration, and discemment 
These (to make uae of prophetic laoguage) are the m&unimm 
that must be made low^ these, the crooked p^tAs that must he 
made straight; these, the rough pieces that must be made plain. 
Then all difficultiei will be removed, and there will be a high^ 
way for our God. Then there will be a smooth and easy approach 
for the Gos|)el to the understanding as well as to the heart ; there 
will be nothing to oppose iu conquest over the souL The glory 
of th^ Lord shall fully be revealed, and all flesh ahaU see it." 
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language of the nuttierous sacrifices enjoined 
under the Mosaical dispenaation was that ^^ with'* 
" out the shedditig of blood there could be no 
*' remission of sin%''* John the Baptist eame 
as $ preacher of repentance* *^ Repent ye, and 
^^ bring ^Fth fruits meet ibr repentance/' wa* 
bis constant exhortation* 8ut while be incuU 
cated the indispeMible necessity of repentsjice^ 
be Sailed not to direct bis bearers to the death 
of the Messiah as the only gfouod of ifaeir ob» 
taioiog pardon of sin itnd acceptance with God; 
<^ Bebold the lamb of God who take^ away the 
«< fin of the w.orld.''t '^ He that believetb oa 
<* the Son hath ei^erlaating lif^ ; and he that be» 
^^ lieveth not the Soft shi^ not see life, but the 
M wrath of Godabidethonhim/'l^ We find the 
9tmie i«ifortant doctrine urged in the discoiiises 
and writi|ig$ of the Apostles of J^ans* P^er 
begins his ministry not ooiy by dodaiing to his 
^rers the nec^ty of repeuteoce, but also by 
teaching them to iMve reeotifae to the fadood of 
Christ whom they had crucified, for remise 
sion of sin. And this essential doctrine of the 
Christian scbense, this sdid fouadatioo which 
the wisdofls and naercy of God hare kud for our 
returning confidence and hope in hNa, is ijlus» 
trated and uooiproTed at kngtb in the episitks of 
St. Paul. 

* Heb. 9. n. . t Lsbe U i9l t John 9. 36. 
h3 
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Having directed the distressed Jews to un- 
feigned faith and true repentance as the only- 
sources of satisfactory and lasting relief, the 
Apostle next exhorts them to a public acknow- 
ledgment of Jesus as the Messiah, by being 
baptised in his name. Long before the coming 
of Christ, baptism or washing, was a rite used by 
the Jews in token of dedication to God " Be- 
sides other rites baptism was practised, when pro- 
selytes were received from heathen nations. In' 
the ministry of John the Baptist, this ceremony- 
became the mode of receiving disciples into the' 
kingdom of Messiah, of which John was the 
precursor and herald. Jesus appointed it as the 
mode of public reception into his church. "Go 
" ye,'* said he to his Apostles, " teach all na- 
^^ tions, baptising them in the name of the Father,*. 
'*and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.-'* 
Peter was not forgetful of his Lord^s command. 
Upon the very first sermon preached to the Jews, 
upon the first accession of converts to thd 
Christian faith, he required them to submit to 
the sacrament of baptism, as a public testimony, 
on the one hand, that they acknowledged Jesus 
as the Messiah, and would obey his authority ; 
and, on the other, that they were received by 
his ministers as members of his visible churchy 
and were entitled to all its privileges. 
•Matth.28. 19. 
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Such were the important duties to which 
l^eter earnestly exhorted his bearers ; and for 
their encouragement he added, Ye shall receive 
the g^t of the Holy Ghost. That is, the mira- 
culous gifts of the holy spirit, which had ex- 
cited their wonder, should be conferred upon as 
many, of them a^ God might be pleased to qua« 
lify in this manner for hieing useful to his church ; 
and all who were sincere in their profession 
should receive the enligbteqing, purifying, di- 
recting, and comforting influences of the spirit 
whom Jesus hud promised to his disciples to 
abide with them for ever. " For the promise is 
" to. you,*' the Apostle adds, *' and to your 
** children,'^ who. will be entitled to the blessings 
of the Newr Testament dispensation, as the child- 
ren of the Jews were entitled to those of the 
Old Testament, *?ajod to air that are afar off, 
•'evien fts many as the Lord our God shall call/' 

"And with, many other words did he testify 
"and exhort, saying. Save yourselves from this 
"untoward geni^ration/^ In every period of 
their history the Jews were remark^ible for pcrr 
vensity of disposition. The writer of the seventy 
eighth: Psaim styles the generation of Israelites 
i9 th^ wilderness " a stubborn and rebellious 
•\people, that set not their hearts aright, and 
** whose spirit ways not stedfast with God.^'* 
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The blettsings besrtowed ttpon th^ai were greater 
than those besl:o\i^ed on«Hiy natioo under heav^i^ 
and tbeir guilt in abusmg these blessing muk 
proportiotoarlly great. The first Chmtiaii martyr, 
Stephen, charged the Jews of iiis time as a stiff 
Decked people^ who always resist^ the holy 
Ghost. ^* As yoEir Fathers did,^'said he to^ theai^ 
*< so do ye. Which c»f the prophets have not 
^* your Fathers pefrseCated > and they have slain^ 
^* thelti which shewed before of the coming of 
*< the just One; of whom ye have been now the 
^ betrayers and mtrderem/'* The unbeliwittg 
Jews of our Savlouir's time, ware tiot abandeiveft 
to the ^i»e odion>s ^ices which migned among 
the heathen anmnd Dbem ; but with respect to 
ingratitude to God, «Ad insensibility of hearl^ 
they were wicked beyond nU nsftvona on thefara 
of the earth. The cup of theifr inii^ity was 
now nearly full. They were a devottd nation ; 
the ^rath of heaven hung over them ; and the 
jt^gments that had been long «nspiettded wei« 
just about to fiill npoii thoin with tlremendou^ 
vidence. The Apostle therefoi« eamtetly imw 
treats his bearers lo yield to the convictions ifaat 
were operating in their minds, totrome out fton» 
among these wicked men and be separated Irosi^ 
them^ and to become in a peciiKar sense lli^ 
aons and daughters of the iuo^d God AInngiity ^ 
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'^--m MM ikms&bei ftiom the csfannities thtt wfem: 
abcnit tofkll upon that laost pennferse gvbemtion* 
He eacoartg^s them by the prooiUe anaexed 
lo Joers prophecy of the destruction of Jenisa** 
lem ; ^Mt thali come to pass that whosoever 
*<aball call on live name of the Lord shell be' 
"saved/* Whosoever ivrould sinceiely receive 
and <^y the Messiah, should be savcki ftoaEi the 
miseries to he inflicted upon the unhappy penona 
shut up in the dty dwiog the 'hint wm^i. it ia 
a singular fact tlnit, waarned by the prophecy of 
Chciat, all the Chriatiasa in Jemaalem left it 
before it ^was invested for the last tioK by the 
RnaNin annies« Thiere can be no dcmbt, how- 
ever, that the exhortation bf die Apcatle re- 
garded not merdy the temipcn^levUr that wefe 
to befid the Jewa, but Bbo the gneatier miaenes 
that await widasd men in <)he madd tocmae* 

r 

UL We bffve wiitaeesed tlie idistaess into 
which Peer's Carers weve thrown^ their netnorse 
fof having been aooeasory to the cracifiKion of 
tfaeaon of'God, and their tenrcr nndaf 4ie ap- 
prehension of ^deserved poMriioient ; we have 
heard the ^arnetft, afiectionate^ ekhcrtation of 
the ApoMie wtiose first ^adduces had produced 
aucfh dfifeds 4ipon their minds. The following 
verses <:Mtain ^n aeceunt of the coaipIiaHice of 
three thousand of hisi he^HMa wkh Ins advice. 
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and of the formation of the fiist Christian churcb 
at Jerusalem. ^^ Then they that gladly received 
^ his word, were baptised : and the same, day 
<< were added unto them about three rthpusand 
^' souls. And they continued stedfastly in the 
*' Apostles' doctrine and fellowedbip, in breaking 
*f of bread and in prayers/^ 

Let me beg your attention to a few remarks 
upon this account of the wonderful success that 
attended the first preaching of the ministers of 
Jesus, after bis ascension to heaven. 

The Jlrst remark suggested by the perusal of 
this history is, that St. Peter's discourse did not 
produce the same effects upon all who heard 
him. It is said. They who gladly received his 
word, intimating that some did not receive, it 
gladly. When the same truths which penetrated 
the hearts of many of this Apostle's hearers, 
were declared by Stephen, the members of the 
Sanhedrim before whom he appeared, and the 
Jews who surrounded him, were cut to the heart, 
and ill their indignation against him, gnashed on 
him with their teeth. The representations made 
by Peter produced great perplexity of mind; 
serious, anxious, inquiry; and a resolution to 
follow the light of truth. The same representa* 
tions made by Stephen only increased the. barred 
and violence of his hearers. This is an ia« 
stnictive and alarming fact. 
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. In the pamble of the Sower Jesus refers to 
tbe operations of husbandry, in order to illustrate 
the reception which his Gospel would meet, in 
every age, from different classes of men ; and 
this remarkable prediction is justified by the state 
of religion in our own times. If we attend to 
the process of vegetation, we shall find that, in 
order to the quickening and growth of seed, it 
must fifst be buried in ground prepared to re« 
ceive it. The seed that falls upon ground that 
is. hard and impenetrable, like a beaten path, 
caunot tak0 root. It is carried away by the fowls 
of heaven, or trodden under foot of men. But 
the seed cast into good and well prepared ground, 
has room to take root, to unfold itself, to expand 
its different parts, to shoot up into a new and 
beautiful plant, according to the nature which 
God hath given it. So it is in the moral world. 
** When any one heareth the word of the king- 
*^ dom and understandeth it not," when he does 
not receive it into his heart and seriously con-* 
sider it, *' then; cometh the wicked one and 
*' catcheth. away that which was sown in his 
*' heart. ^' /^ But. he that received seed into 
•* the good ground, is he that heareth the word 
** and understandeth it ; which also heareth 
*' fruit, and bringeth forth sonle an hundred 
"fold, some sixty, and some thirty/'* Divine 
*Matth. 13.19|2d. 
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troth, howiever poweiful in its own natuce, <iaQ 
prodace bo effect upon a mind inaeceaaiiHe to 
coDTktioa. As i|ie aeed most bare depth of 
ami that it may take root and grow accofding to 
ita oatare, so moral smd religious tmtli, that it 
majr €i3tert its power, and prodaoe iia proper 
cieeta, must be understood, must he received 
into tke beart, and must be allowed ib^opemte 
tbem; it is to tiioae only wiio vecei^^ with 
meekness tbe jngralked word, lAiat it Is 9^ 
to aave the souK >< Verily, I say unto you« 
^ Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom (si 
^ God. as a child, be«hall not ^nter therein.''* 
It is true that the seed, even when it is oom^ 
milled to good and well prepared ground, cannot 
quicken itself. The power of God only can 
oony it thfough the wonderful process of vege« 
tation* But this does not supersede the neces* 
aity ^ burying it in the earA, and affording it 
aufficient depth of soil. So the pow«r of the 
spirit of God is necessary to render his word pKH 
dwctife of its blessed effects in the human heart. 
All its ^ wonderful efficacy it derives from the 
influences and application of that divine spirit 
whicb Christ promised not only to bis imn^iate 
disciples, but to all who through then* wordT 
tiiould believe in him. Still, however^ sphrrtuat 
♦Hark 10. T5. 
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imth must be itatroduced into th^ heart tf tnan^ 
it itiu«t be understdod and appioVed, before it 
Can be blesaed of God for enlightefaiflg, puirify* 
ing, and comforting the souL 

A second remartL upon this accoubtr of the 
Evangelist is, that they who did gladly receive 
the word of Peter« and comply with his exhorts* 
tion, gave the strongest evidence of their sin^ 
cerity^ by submitting to be baptised in the name 
of Christ. To us who have had the happiness 
of being reared from infancy in the knowledge 
of the doctrines of the Christian faith, and in the 
practiceibfthe holy services of Christian worship, 
it is very difficult to enter into the feelings and 
views of those who said to Peter and the rest of 
the Apostles^ ^' Men and brethren, what shall 
^' we do ?'' They were required to relinquish 
the principles they had imfaabed from their earli^ 
est years, the habits of thinking that had growil 
with their growth and strengthened with tbeit 
strength ; to believe in the doctrine of a person 
who had been condemned to death as a vile and 
<srimif»al impostor, by the supreme authority of 
Ibeir nation, and by the priests whom they re^ 
fl^rded as the guardians of their sacred law ; to 
adopt the humiliating idea that this person de^ 
§pised,degiaded, crucified, was the Messiah fore^ 
Cold by the prophets and anxiously expected by 
the Jews ; and, renouncing all hope$ of temporul 
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advantage and grandeur, to rely upon him fof 
spiritual and eternal blessings. All this they 
might have done secretly, without exciting much 
notice or opposition, for the Jewish converts to 
Christianity were permitted to observe the rites 
of the Mosaical law, till the destruction of their 
temple should convince them of their release 
from that yoke of bondage which neither they 
nor their fathers were able to bear^ But they 
were required to make d public profession of iheit 
reception of the Christian faith, and formally to 
enter themselves as disciples of Jesiis, by being 
bafitised in his name. This they could not do 
without setting themselves forth as objects of 
the hatred and scorn of their brethren ; without 
renouncing the society of their dearest friends 
and relatives who did not concur with them in 
the change ; without -opposing the authority of 
their rulers, and drawing upon themselves all 
their vengeance. ' Yet none of these considera- 
tions deterred them from profeissing their faith 
in Christ, and they hesitated not to give the 
strongest proof of the sincerity of their profession. 
Nothing could more clearly prove that they acted 
from an irresistible conviction of the truth of 
Christianity, and from a deep and powerful im- 
pression of the certainty and importance of the 
threatenings and proniises announced by the 
Apostle, 
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A third remark, upon the success of the 
Apostle's ministry at his first public appearance 
after the- ascension of his. master^ regards the 
numbers who then became converts to the faith 
of Christ. The same day were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. This circumstance 
deserves particular attention^ as an evidence of 
the divin'e power with which the Apostles gave 
witness of > the resurrection of Jesus. The phi- 
losophers of ancient times taught many irnpoft-^ 
ant truths. But these truths were partial and 
unconnected, taught in much darkness, and 
mingled with many errors, of uncertain obliga* 
tion, and supported merely by the authority of 
those who promulgated them. They were com- 
municated only to a few, and made no im- 
pression on the great body of mankind. " What 
'* are these few instances,*' said Origen i« an-» 
swer to Celsus, '^compared with the multitudes 
" whom- the plain unadorned doctrines of the 
"gospel hive turned from dissipation to sobriety, 
"from dishonesty to justice, from timidity to a 
" bold contempt .of death for the sake of reli- 
" giotf ?■'♦ The. Apostles of Jesus appearedin-* 
vested with his authority, ^* beseeching men 
"in his stead to be reconciled unto God." t 
The doctrines taught by them were .stamped 
with divine authority ; the duties prescribed by 

' - ♦Orig. contra Gels, HUS. t« Cor. 3. 20, . 
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theniwwe not the feeble iojimetidfis of man, 
but the law of the most h^h God, 9<xiciiiip^ 
nied with i^anctions oi rewards aod {i^iiish* 
ments beyond the grave. Thesfi imtK)rtant doc<p 
trihes preached io theii^ simplicity and pdwer ; 
these sacred duties iaculcated io all their purity 
and excellence ; these awful sadctidns displayed 
in all their cominianding grandeur and iufluenc«« 
and applied to the underataudingd and consci^ 
ences, the hopes and fears of men, by th^ 
energy of that divine spirit who beind? the heart 
at his pleasure, rendered the pre^ichjug of the 
Apostle Peter mighty, through God» to bring 
those who heald him into ciiptivity to the gospel 
of Christ. 

My lasi remark upon this part of the qarra^ 
tion of the Evangelist is, that the change pro^ 
duced in these ihree thousafid who w^re bap- 
tised III the naUe.of Jesus on tbi^ day of Pen-» 
tecost, was not superficial and fleeting, but deep 
and lasting. Peiteverance in the support of 
principles which we profess to believe, and in 
the practice of duties flowing from these prin- 
ciples, is the only, satisfactory evidence thai 
they have been adopted from eitlight^oed con<» 
viction of mind. Now these nten continued, 
not for a short time only, but during life, sied'^ 
Josi in the Aposileg doctfifie and fellowship.^-^ 
Their feurkss profession, their consistent con« 
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dtict, ptodaced a powerful and enten^ive im* 
prewioD* ** Fear came upon every soul, while 
^' maay signs and wonders were done by the 
^' Apostles. And they continued daily wilh 
^^ one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
^^ from bouse to bouse, did eat their meat Wilh 
M gladness ect^ singleness of heart, praising dlod, 
** and havii^ fiivour wiUi all the people/' 

In reviewii^g the transactions recordeid by 
St. Lnk.e in the whole of this chapter, w^ 
cmnot avoid being struck wilh the very dil^ 
fetent state of things at the opening and at the 
ekxte of that eventful day, when the spirit (^ 
Christ was poured from on high on bis first 
ministers, to qualify them for the duties of the 
high office to which they were appointed On 
the morning of that day the number of discipleil 
was oftly one hundred and twenty. Thi^ were 
timid' and reserved, and duist not appear pufo^' 
Kdy a$ the followers of the crucified Jesus. lit 
the evening, their number was increased by an 
addUion of three thousand persons^ thi^y boMly 
proclaimed the death and resurreotion of Christ, 
Sfud had favow with all the people, in the 
iji^rni^ng, tkese Jews were strangers to one an* 
ether, ignorant of the true character of Jesus, and 
prejudiced against bins. In the evening they 
were united in a holy beautiful society, and re^ 

M 



Digitized by 



Google 



163 DISCOURSE V. 

joiced together in the faith of the gospel and the 
hope of eternal life. Such was th6 wonderful 
effect of the first publication of our Lord's death 
and resurrection by the Apostle Peter. . So great 
was the power of truth, preached in simplicity, 
and brought home upon the minds of men by the 
awful sanctions of divine authority. Those of 
the Apostle's hearers whose minds were open 
to conviction, could not deny the truth of the 
accomplishment of the predictioiis that, had been 
uttered many ages before by two. holy men of 
God. They could not r^use their absent to the 
fact of which they wereeye witnesses^ or to. the 
justice of the conclusion drawn from.it, that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the promised M^sdiah. 
They durst not, therefor^, he3itate to receive 
Peter's word, and to comply, with his direc.tioa 
that they should be baptised in the. nameof Jesus* 
And being received into the number of bis dis* 
ciples, they presented a beautiful picture of a 
society whose members were united in sincere 
and ardent Christian affection, in faithful obedir 
ence to the laws of God, and in regular obserr 
vance of all his positive institutions.. 

The Apostle's direction to his hearers, when 
they anxiously inquired, " Men and brethren, 
•« what shall we do ?" instructs us in the essen- 
tial parts of the Christian character, and the pro* 
per terms of Christian communion ; — renuncia? 
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tion of all known sin — cordial reception of the 
doctrines of Christ and reliance upon them— r 
public profession of faith and of obligation to 
obedience — and a tenor of life suitable to such a 
holy profession. 

I shall conclude this discourse by observing 
that the astonishingly rapid progress of Christi- 
anity afterwards, perfectly corresponded with the 
wonderful success of the ministers of Jesus on 
the first day of their public ministry* Numer- 
ous as were the converts who embraced the faith 
of Christ on the day pf Pentecost, they were 
only the first fruits of a glorious harvest. Every 
day added to their numbers in Jerusalem and 
throughout Judea, while the Apostles, with great 
power, gave testimony to the resurrection of 
Jesus; In the fourth chapter of this book we are 
informed that a few days after the accession of 
the thrjBe thousand who heard Peter, the num- 
ber of the disciples in Jerusalem had increased 
to five thousand. A few years afterwards when 
Paul visited Jerusalem, so.greatly had the num-p 
ber of Christians increased in that city, that the 
elders said to him, " Thou seest, brother, how 
" many thousands," the word is myria4s or tens 
of thousands, "of Jews there arewhobelieve/'* 
This, however was but a small increase, com- 
pared with the accessions from heathen nations. 

♦ Acts 31. 20. 
M 3 
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Within thirty years from the death of Christ, 
large societies of Christians were formed in An- 
tiocb, in Ephesus and other cities of lesser Asia; 
in the principal cities of Greece, ami in Rome 
the metropolis of the world. Towards the 
middle of the second century, Justin Martyr 
mentions it as a fact generally known, thai In all 
nations of the Roman empire, prayers and thanks*- 
givings were ofi^red up to God the Creator, in 
the name of the crucified Jesus. Nearly about 
the same time,IrenQeus enumerates the churches 
of Gaul, of Germany, of Iberia, of the East, of 
Egypt and of Lybia. The words of Tertullian 
who flourished in the end of the setrond and the 
beginning of the third century, in his apology 
for Christianity, are well known, and have been 
often cited. ** We are but of yesterday,'' says 
he to the Emperor, '*add we fill your cities, 
**your fortresses, your colonies, your camps, 
" your tribes, your companies^ the palace, the 
** senate, and the public assemblies. We have 
" left you nothing but your temples/* These 
are the testimonies of men who had been heath- 
ens, worshippers of the work of their own hands, 
but whom the force of truth, and the beauty of 
goodness, constrained to embrace Christianity ; 
and their testimony respecting the numbers of 
Christians is confirmed by that of many heathen 
writers. 
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Compare the effect of the preaching of the 
Apostles and first ministers of Christ, with that 
of Mahomet and his followers. For the first 
twelve years of his appeairance in the character 
of a prophet c^ God, he used only argument and 
persuasion ; but by ikese means he was able to 
gain over v&ey few converts. In three years he 
4iad only fourteen converts, and in the long space 
x>f seven years, only one hundred and one. It 
4ras not till he had recourse to the sword that 
he extended hb fame at the same time as a 
iprofrhet and as a warrior. ^ Mahomet'^ says 
-the pious and veneraible bishop Porteus, '^ prp^ 
*^ pagat^ his religion by the sword ; and till be 
*^ used that instrument of conversion, the num« 
^^ ber of his proselytes was a mere nothing. He 
^* was at once a prophet, a warrior, a general, 
^and a .conqueror.- It was at the head of his 
^^ armies that he preached the Koran. His re*- 
<*^ ligicm ^ad his conquests went on together, and 
-^ the former never advanced one step without 
*' the latter. Death or conversion was the only 
'* choice offered to idolaters, and tribute or con* 
•* version to Jews and Christians.'^* 

How different was-the conduct of the Apostles 
of Christ. They employed no means of con- 
version but argument, persuasion, and earnest 
^ihortation. They were without power, with- 

* ETideoces of Chmtkiiiity. 
M 3 
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out support, without any circumstance of attract 
tion, influence, or compulsion, except the power 
of working miracles. Not only were they des- 
titute of all worldly support : they were opposed 
by all the learning, power, and interest of the 
world. From the day of Pentecost till the age 
of Constantine, a period of nearly three hundred 
years, Christianity was exposed to violent and al- 
most uninterrupted persecution. In Jerusalem, 
the followers of Christ were imprisoned, beaten 
with rods, consigned to various forms of death. 
The history of the church enumerates ten general 
persecutions by the authority of the Roman em- 
perors, and in the intervals of these times of ge« 
neral desolation, there were so many local per- 
secutions that it is impossible to calculate the 
numbers of Christians who perished in the first 
: three centuries after the birth of Christ. But the 
blood of the martyrs became the seed of the 
church. Notwithstanding the severity and fre- 
quency of persecution the Christian church ex- 
tended itself over all lands, and, previous to the 
time of Constantine, acquired an ascendancy in 
the empire. 

The causes to which we must ascribe this 
amazingly rapid progress of Christianity are evi^ 
dences of its divine origin and authority. These 
were the miraculous works wrought by the 
Apostles, to rouse the attention of mankind, 
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and to prove the truth of their commission ; 
the accomplishment of ancient prophecies re- 
specting events which no human sagacity could 
foresee ; — the truth and paramount importance 
of the great doctrines taught and duties incul- 
cated in the Gospel ;— the divine authority bind- 
ing these duties upon the hearts and consciences 
of men ; — the awful sanctions of future happi- 
ness or misery by which they were enforced ; 

^and the powerful operation of the spirit of 

God, who can bend at his pleasure the hearts of 
men, and render the labours of his ministers sue* 
cesful. It pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to triumph*over the wisdom of men. 
He chose the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things that were mighty, the base 
things of the world, and the things which were 
despised, and the things which were not, to bring 
to nought those things that were, that no flesh 
^ould glory in his presence, and that the ex- 
cellence of the power, in the wonderful diflFu- 
sioh of Christianity, might appear to be of God 
and not of man. The stone which the builders 
refused is become the head stone of the corner ; 
this is the Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our 
eyes,* 



*Ps. 118. 22, 23. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE VI. 



Acts IIJ, 1— U. 

Now Peter end John zpent up together into the 
temple, at the hour of pray^r^. i^ng the nmth 
hour. And a certain man lame from his mother* e 
womb was carried^ whom they laid daily at the 
gate of the temple which is called Beauiifuh fQ 
ask alms of them that entered into the iemple» 
Who seeing Peter and John about to go into ih0 
temple, asked an alms. And Peter fastening its 
eyes upon him^ with John, said. Look on us. 
And he gave heed unto them, expecting to re- 
ceive something of th^m^ Then Peter said^ 
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Silver and gold heme I none ; but such as I have 
I gix}e ikee : In the neme of Jssus Christ of 
Nazareth^ rise up and walk. And he took him 
by the. right handj and Kfi him up: and immedi^ 
atel^ his feet and ande bones received strengths 
And he leaping up^ stood, and walked, and e$^ 
tered with them into the temple^ walking, and 
leaping, and praising Ood* And theg knew thai 
it was he which sat for alms at the BeOuiiJul 
gate tf the temple ; and thejf wsie filed with 
wonder and amazement at that whieh had hap^ 
pened unto him. And as the lame man whieh 
was healed, held Peter and John, all the people 
ran together unto them, in the porch which is 
called. Solomon's, greatly wondering. 

To the merely speculative observer of due* 
progress of society, and of the causes which have 
produced the most important arid extensrve 
mond effects amongst mankind, no records posi* 
sess more powerful claims to attention, than 
those which contain the history of the origin and 
early progress of the Christian church. Twelve 
men, disciples of a person who had been crud- 
fied at Jerusalam as armalsfaetor, going forth, 
in his name and authority, to recover mankind 
from the state of ignorance and moral degradation 
into wbidi they bad jfiilten^ to faise them tp the 
knowledge and service of the only living and 
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true God, and to elevate their hopes to a spiritual 
and eternal life beyond the grave ;— -not only 
engaging in this mighty undertaking, but suc- 
ceeding in it beyond ail calculation during the 
period of their own lives, and laying a foundation 
for its perfect completion in succeeding ages ; — 
present an object most worthy of the attention 
of philosophical inquirers into the changes that 
have taken place in the state of mankind. To 
a Christian, it must be peculiarly pleasing and 
profitable, to study the chaiacter, and trace the 
footsteps, of these holy men, to whom Jesus 
committed the great work of making known to 
tlie remotest nations the knowledge of his history 
and character, of his doctrines and laws. 

We have seen these men, when deprived of 
the presence and personal support of their adored 
master, retiring ta Jerusalem, and theire waiting, 
according to his command', till the period should 
arrive when they were to appear publicly as his 
ministers. We have in imagination been pre- 
sient with them on the day of the anniversary 
of the giving of the Law from Sinai. We have 
listened to the unimpassioned, but powerful and 
impressive, address'of one of them to multitudes 
of Jews and Proselytes who had assembled 
stfound them. We have witnessed the aston- 
ishing effects of this address,' in leading no 
fewer than three thousand persons to relinquish 
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the habits of thinking and of acting to which 
tb€y had been accustomed from their infancy, 
to renounce their dearest connexions in life, 
to join themselves to the company of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, at the risk of the loss of all their 
worldly comforts, with the certain prospect of 
being exposed to severe suiFerings, and perhaps 
of being called, to seal with their blood their ad<» 
herence to the faith which they had adopted. 
The last section of the second chapter of this 
.book presents an interesting view of their perse- 
verance in the profession of the doctrines of 
Christ, of the delightful harmony, the warmth 
of aflfection, the simplicity and fervour of devo- 
tion which prevailed among them. 

These were the first fruits of the spirit of 
illumination and courage conferred upon the 
Apostles. But this was not the only power 
which they received when Jesus shed upon them 
the rich gifts of his holy spirit. He also con* 
firmed and enlarged the power of working mira- 
cles, which he had granted to them during his 
personal residence with them, as a seal of the 
truth of their commission from heaven. In the 
short account, given in the end of the preceding 
chapter, of the forq;>ation and order of the pri- 
mitive church, it is said that many signs and 
wonders were done by the j^postks ;* arid the third 
chapter opens. with a relation, which I have read 

* Acts 3. 43. 
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ID your hearing, of one very remarkable miracle 
performed by Peter and John. The circum- 
stances of this transaction are distinctly and mi* 
BUtely stated, both because it presented to the 
Jews an unanswerable evidence of the mira- 
culous powers possessed by the Apostles, and 
because it gave rise to the important events re- 
corded in the succeeding chapter. 

I shall beg your attention to the circumstancesi 
of this first apostolic miracle recorded by the 
Evangelist, to the reflections which they suggest, 
and to the instructions to be derived from them. 

With respect to the time when Peter and 
John cured the lame man at the gate of the 
temple^ a writer of great authority in sacred 
chronology* supposes that it must have been 
on the same day that the spirit was miraculously 
poured out. Other authors, equally respectable, 
contend that this event did not take place tilt 
the succeeding year.j- It would be impertinent 
and unedifying to occupy your time in inquiries 
respecting what is of little importance in itself, 
and no where exactly determined. As it is im- 
probable that the Apostles would delay or in- 
terrupt their ministrations^ or that the Jewish 
rulers would suffer them to proceed long without 
restraint, it appears to me that the cure of the 
* Ligbifoot t Benson. 
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lame man took plac^, not on the very evening 
of the day of Pentecost, but very soon afterwards* 
Of tfoe Apostles who presided over the infant 
church, the two who are first biought forward 
to our notice are Peter and John. ** Now Peter 
'^ and John went up together into the temple at 
" the hour of prayer/* These two were the 
chief of the Apostles during our Lord's personal 
abode on earth ; and, excepting Paul, who 
was afterwurds chosen to be the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, they continued to hold the chief place 
among the Apostles after the ascension of Jesus« 
It was Peter who proposed the appointment of 
Another x\postle in the room of Judas. It was 
Peter who undertook the defj^nceof his brethren 
when they were accused of being full of new 
wine. It was in consequence of his address 
that three thousand Jews were converted to the 
iaith ; and he. was in a peculiar manner honoured 
with the title of the Apostle of the circumcision. 
John was the disciple whom Jesus loved. It 
is particularly noticed respecting him that he 
leaned on bis Master's breast on that sad night 
when the shepherd was smitten and the sheep 
were scattered ; and at the crucifixion of Jesus, 
when all the other disoiples removed to a d]s-> 
tance from the scene of suffering, he stood by 
the cross^ beholding what was done. He wrote 
the history of Cbrisit contained in the- Gospel 
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which bears his name, and when he was far ad- 
vanced in life, being banished to the island of 
Patmosy he was commanded to write the Book 
of Revelation, disclosing the visions that had 
been presented. to his mind, of- the events that 
were to take place in.the church from that time 
till the consummation of all things. As he long 
survived the rest of the Apostles, he continued 
to exercise an affectionate care over the nume- 
rous churches which were formed previous to 
his death, wrote one general epistle to all of 
them, and addressed two short letters to particu- 
ar Christians. 

We find these two eminent Apostles frequently 
acting together frogi the commencement of their 
apostolic commission* They only of the twelve, 
besides James, were admitted to be present 
when Jesus raised the daughter of Jairus. They 
were permitted to behold the glpry of Jesus on 
the mount of transBgu ration, and were his 
chosen attendants to witness his agonies in the 
garden of Gethsemane. We find them together 
again on the morning of the resurrection, run- 
ning to the sepulchre to ascertain the truth of thje 
report which they had heard, that the body of 
their Lord was no longer to be found there. 
And here we find them going up together^ to 
the sacred services of religious worship in the 
temple, at the hour of prayer. 
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The ceremonial worship prescribed by the 
law of Moses was virtually abolished when Jesus 
offered up the great sacrifice typified by all the 
rites and sacrifices under the law. Yet so long 
as the temple was allowed to remain, the evi-« 
dence of the abolition of the ancient dispensa- 
tion was not completed, and the first Jewish 
converts were accustomed regularly to repair 
to the temple at the hours of prayer. They were 
continually in the temple^ praising and blessing 
God* 

The Jews had three stated hours of daily 
public prayer, when some of them went up to 
the temple, and others prayed in their own 
houses with their faces turned tawards that 
sacred edifice. The first of these, the third hour^ 
at nine in the morning ;f and the last, the ninth 
hour, at three in the afternoon, were the times 
appointed for the morning and evening sacri- 
fices. J It was at the time of the evening obIa« 
tion while Daniel wa& praying and confessing 
his din, and the sin of his people Israel, and 
presenting his supplication before the Lord his 
God, that the angel appeared to him to make 
known the period that should elapse till the 

- * Luke 24. 59. 

t As the Jews divided their day, from the rising to the setting 
of the sun, into twelve equal parts, the time of the morning and 
evening sacrifices did not correspond exactly.lo nine in the mom^ 
lug and three in the afternoon, except at the equinoxes. 

J Ex. 29. S8, 39.— Numb. 28. S, 4. 
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coming of Mnsiah the prinlce* It was at the 
same third hour of prayer^ that an. aegel appeai:e4 
to ComeliuSy while he prayed in his house, and 
assured him that his prayers were hean]. And bis 
alms were had ia mmembranoe before God.* 
The second hour of prayer was at noon, and 
was called by the Jews the time oi ike great 
meat offering. It was at this hour that the 
Apostie Peter went up to the honse top to prBy» 
>¥hen the yision of the great vessel, containing 
different species of clean and unclean animals, 
was presented to his miad. These three hours 
of prayer were regulaiiy observed by the royal 
Psalmist, aviidst the bnsihess and cares of the 
gOTernmeat of a great kingdom. *^ As for m/e I 
^* will call upoQ God ; and the I^jord shall save 
^' me. Evening, and n^oming, aad at soon will 
^ i pts^.t It was the pious custom of Daniel 
also^ even when he was intrusted with the 
management of the a£&irs of one hundred and 
twenty seven provinces, to kneel upon his knees 
three times a<jkty, to pray, and give thanks be? 
fore his God^ 

The Apostles of Jesus, the foundeofiOf the 
Christian church, w^e no less attentive to th^ 
stated regular hours jof divine service, than 
the pious and distinguished prophets of ancient 
times* And while they were thus walking in 

* Act» 10. SO, 31. f Pi. 55. l6, 17. t Pan* 6- 1^ 
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'the path of dqty and of^^lid happiness, newm*! 
un^'xpetted opportunities 6( usefulness opened 
• before thern. It was when going up fog^etWr 
'to the temple at the hour of prayer, that Pet^r 
and John nlet With an opportunity of performing 
a miracle of mercy upon an unhappy man, 6f 
•displaying the power of Jesus in whose nanie 
they acted, of bringing conviction to t!ie bofeom 
of many JeWs and strengthening the faith of the 
disciptes, atid of bearing testltnony before the 
h%h priest and nilers of the Jews to the truth Of 
their master's resurfection and glory, ** A cer- 
"t^ln man lame from his mother*s womb was 
^* Olarried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
** t^n^ple which is called beautiful, to ask' alms 
** of th*m that entered into the temple." 

H6w numerous and various are the accidents 
to wliich we are exposed, arid the diseases that 
Vmbitter the life of man ? On whatever side 
we turn oiir eyes, how many of our fellow fcrea- 
tures, possessing like ourselves spirits formed 
for immortality, do we see tortured by acute 
pain, or consumed under the power of slow 
lingering disease ? How many, deprived of 
linibs, or of the organs of sensation, are entirely 
cut off from the enjoyments of activity and use- 
fulness among men ? The person mentioned 
by the Evangelist as lame from his mother's 
womb, was subjected to a weakness, which did 
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not indeed affect the vital parts, but which had 
rendered him, through the whole of his preced- 
ing life, burdenson»e to himself, and useless to 
his friends. His lameness was not an accidental 
or temporary weakness, but an original derange** 
ment of the parts^ which could not be rectiBed 
by human power or skill. Though he had been 
in possession of competent means of subsistence, 
yet he must have still remained in a greater de- 
gree dependant upon the kindness of his friends. 
But he was poor as well as lame. He was in- 
capable of earning his bread by honest industry, 
and he had no means of support except what 
flowed from the benevolence of his fellow crea* 
tures. For this purpose it was necessary that 
he should be daily conveyed to some place of 
public resort, where he might attract the notice 
of those who were able and disposed to open 
their hands to the miserable; and it was his 
happiness to have connexions who were careful 
to place him in such a situation. The impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda, had no one, when 
the water was troubled, to put him in. But 
this lame man had some compassionate friends 
who daily laid him at the gate of the temple, to 
solicit the compassion of those who, at the hours 
of prayer, went up to worship the God of com- 
passion. No fitter place could have been chosen 
for this poor man to solicit the charity of his fel- 
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low men ; nor was it likely that their hearts would 
ever be more open to relieve the necessities of 
the wretched, than when, sensible of their own 
need of divine mercy, they were about to im- 
plore it, with all humility, from the Father of 
mercies and God of all consolation. 

It is particularly mentioned by St. Luke that 
the gate of the temple where the lame man was 
laid, was that which was called BeauHfuh on 
account of the richness of its materials and the 
beauty of its workmanship and ornaments. It 
viras added, by Herod the Great, to the court of 
the Gentiles, and was called also the Corinthian 
gate, because it was formed of Corinthian brass, 
which the ancients valuect more highly than 
silver and gold. At this gate the lame man was 
laid, as the place of the greatest concourse of 
persons going up to the temple to worship ; and 
it is pointed out in order to direct our attention 
to the publicity of this miracle. To the Jewish 
readers of the book of Acts, this minute specific 
cation of circumstances afforded the fullest means 
of investigating the truth of the miracle ; and to 
us it affords all the evidence of which the sub- 
ject is capable that the Evangelist courted such 
investigation, and spoke like one who had no 
doubt that, to every impartial inquirer, it would 
prove satisfactory. 

N 9 
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Th'e bme tMki betnr^ iaiid as usual at ike 
entrdn'ce into the tempte, falilednot to ask vAwfS 
of Peter and JxAtt as they ^ent up at Hie hfoiir 
of prayer. The ear dlT th«e beiiferoiieDt *ien 
was open to the cr^ of distress. Tllcy dtd not 
pass by on tb<^ <:>tber side, litre the Priestt alid 
Levite in ou-r S^Viou¥*s bea^crtif u1 ]l)arab1e of tlie 
good Sanft^'rtah. They'dfd tibt think it an im- 
ffediiiient th the way of'their tStiity, to pause in 
order to do good, rfnd to prbtaote the cause and 
glory o^the thastfer whoWi they served, but cob* 
sidered these as the great ^J6cts ck their pur- 
suit, to which every thiVi^ dse was to be ren- 
dered stfbcrdrnate arid aftfb^rvie'At Peter, tum- 
ihg to the cripple who ^dFifcifed hTs chfarity, arid 
fastening his eyes upon hiiA, said, L'feok on us. 
It does not appear that the begg^ knew that ^he 
persons whona he addressed were t?Ke Aposiles 
oiF Jesus of Nazareth, who mA so lately cured 
many blind and lame in the tetnple, otherwise 
he would have prayed for the'reoioval 6f his de- 
crepitude. But he gave heed to theai,"ex. 
'* pecting to receive soii!iething from fhem/' 
The Apostles, however, had no money to be- 
stow. According to the comniand of Jesus 
when he sent them forth as his ministers, they 
had provided neither gold, nor silver, nor brass 
in their purses. They, with the other Apostles, 
were intrusted with the distribution of tjbe com- 
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«ftonfund mentioned in the oloae of the praced- 
ing chapter ^ but this fund was. devoted to tbe 
fiubLic wse.of the ift&Dt church, and. the jostles 
.were not at liberly to bestoiv any part of it upofi 
straogeps. And they wene opt ashaHied to ooa- 
fess their poi^r^ and inahility to supply the 
waplsof the unhappy man, who lofd^ed up to 
theoi with earnest caspeotatioiu ^^ Silver and 
^* Gk4d/' ftaid Peter, *' have Lnooe/^ 

But he had richer gifts to cGaomufiicate, and 
gifts which ihe wealth of worlds ccMild not pur- 
chase. The same gr«iGious Lord, who had com- 
tnandad him and his fellow feervants to take no 
motfey in rheir purses, furnished tliem vvith 
powers to heal all manner of sickuens and all 
inanner -of disease ; and ^tli^ae pawers Peter 
iKyw exercised, to the astenfelimerti of the poor 
ferVppte himself, aod of the Je\vs who were pass- 
ing to the temple. Wtth all the dignity of a 
messenger from heaven he said ; *' -In the name 
" of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, ri^e up and waHc.^' 
And immediately, without waiting for an answer, 
** lie took hita h^y the rigiit ivanfl and lifted him 
*' np, an5 hrs fcet and ancle-boaes received 
^* stre'Hgth/^ 

There is Komet^fng pecuHarly iriterefttitrg in 
thissimpte bdt most 1>eantifrri narratTon. U Is 
imp(fe*ib1»e Ifot any person of ordinary sensibility 

* Acts 2. 44, 45. 
N 3 
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to read it attentively, without imagining the 
whole scene present to his mind ; and it is 
equally impossible not to be struck with the 
grandeur of the Apostle's character and manner, 
and the instantaneous effect which followed his 
word. Without ostentation ox parade, without 
any attempt to charm the senses or impose upon 
the imagination of the lame man or of the spec* 
tators, Peter spake in his master's name, power 
accompanied his word, and strength was com- 
municated to the delighted patient. We see 
with astonishment the display of the same divine 
power, which, at the creation of all things, said; 
" Let there be light, and there was light ;"^ 
which spake, and it was done ; which com* 
manded, and it stood fast. At the command of 
God, Moses smote the sea with his rod, — the 
sea was divided, and a way opened for the 
chosen people to begin their journey to the 
promised land.']' Jesus spake the word, rebuked 
the winds and the waves, and immediately there 
was a great calra.J Peter said ; In the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, — I speak by his authority, 
and by his power shalt thou receive strength,— 
in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, I say unto 
thee, rise up and walk ; and immediately his 
feet and ancle bones received strength. 

• Gen. 1. 3. t Ex. 14. 81. jMattb. 8, 2«. 
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The description which follows, in the eighth 
verse is exquisitely beautiful. And he, leaping 
up, — stood,— and walked, — ^and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, — ^and leaping,— 
and praising God. He exults in the exercise 
of his newly acquired powers, can scarcely be- 
lieve the reality of the change, follows his deli- 
verers with affectionate gratitude, enters with 
them into the temple, and joins them in heart* 
felt offerings of praise. And what is added re- 
specting him in the eleventh verse is no less na-* 
tural and beautiful. The lame man who was 
healed held Peter and John, while all the people 
ran together unto them ; he held them, grasping 
their hands, or their garments, as a strong ex- 
pression of affection and gratitude* 

It is natural to have recourse to God in dis- 
tress. Even the worst of men, even those who 
have allowed themselves habitually to blaspheme 
the God of heaven, have been often constrained, 
when overtaken by sudden danger, or oppressed 
by severe sufferings, to bow before him, and 
earnestly to pray for mercy. But when restored 
to health, to safety, and to former enjoyments, 
how seldom do they return to give thanks to 
God who has compassed them about with songs 
of deliverance ? Of the ten lepers whom Jesus 
cleansed, only one returned to give God thanks. 
We find however two instances of persons healed 
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by ouf Lord duriog his personal Qimistry on 
eartbt who expressed ardent gratitude to bioi- 
The man who had laboured under an infirmity 
for thirty eight years, and who bad lain at. the 
pool waiting for. the angel to move the waters^ 
was no sooner cured, than he went up to the 
temple to o0er thanks for his wond^ful recovery. 
When the power of sight was restored to blind^ 
Barlimeus, he followed Jesus in the way, gloria- 
fying God. And in this instance of the lame 
mun cured by Peter and John, we find him fol'- 
lowing his benefactors into the temple, mingling 
bis praises with theirs, and even iti these sacred^ 
services, unable to restrain the external expres«^ 
sions of bis gratitude and joy. 

To those who are acquainted with the pro* 
phecies of Isaiah, this miracle will powerfully 
recal the striking descrif^tion of the effects^ of 
Messiah's reign, contained in the thirty fifth 
chapter. "The wilderness and the solitary 
*' place shall be glad for them,'^— for the happy 
effects produced by the mihistralions of the 
Apostles of Jesus, — " and the desert shall rejoice 
"and blossom as the rose.-^Then the eyes of 
" the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
" deaf shall be unstopped, then shall the lame man 
^^ leap as an hart ^ and. the tongue of the dumb 
" shall sing/'* 

* If. S5. 1,5,6. 
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Tbi#i mnc\e w^^ Rpf done in n eomeir* Tb^ 

to 9^tt^^ tke tmH9^ wpwbip. Tb^y iniMdit 
atdy Fficogimbeil. biif^ wb4 ^xjNress^ tbtir ai^ 
tQniriiineiit wb^n tb^y taw tb4 stune |M>or dvipple 
wjio im» liitely iuc^ps^le' of moving from tbo 
pi we where be bad b«^ iaid> |K>8Wflseci of perfect 
st^eE^I^, waJJctng, leaping, and offieriog thank« 
ill the temple for tdie ttgnal benefit bestowed 
upon bioii* ^* AH the people safw bim. walking 
*' and prdfiiog God ; and tbey knew tiiat it was 
^^ he whieh. sat for ahns. at the Beautifel gate of 
'^ the teoaple : and they weve filled with wonder 
'^ and amazemimt aft that which bad happened 
^' to bim/^ When FeteT and Jokm eame out 
of the temj^ a still greater multitude co()eeted 
around: them. ** AM the people ran together 
'^unto them in the ponshtbat is ca41edSolonion's, 
'* greatly wondering.^" 

The meA*ion of Solodion's porch is another 
instance of the very circumstantiai manner in 
which tbii miracle i« related by the Evangelist. 
As the area of rtotit^t Moriah, on which the 
'tettl)ple n^as built, did nbt a€brd sufficient room 
fof the various courts necessary to complete that 
magnificent structure, Solomon raised a terrace 
of great height attd extent, from the valley on 
the east side. l*hi^ tdrracfe w?s the only part 
of the building belonging to the ancient teitiple. 
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reared by Solotnon, that remained in the time of 
the Apostles ; and the portico or cloister built 
upon it still retained the n^meof Soiomons porch. 
In this place a great number of Jews assembled 
around Peter and John when they retired from 
the services of the temple, still attended by the 
lame man whom they had restored to strength. 
Peter seized the opportunity while the attention 
and admiration of the multitude were excited 
by the sudden and perfect cure of the lame man, 
to remind them of the ancient prophecies con- - 
cerning the Messiah, and to assure them that 
these predictions were accomplished in Jesus of 
Nazareth, by whose power that great miracle had 
been performed. He begins his address by re- 
nouncing all merit in the cure, as if it had been 
accomplished by his own power. " Ye men of 
" Israel why marvel ye at this ? or why look ye 
** so earnestly on us, as though by our own 
'* power or holiuess we had made this man to 
•* walk ? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, 
" and of Jacob, the God of our Fathers hath 
'^ glorified bis son Jesus ; whom ye delivered up, 
'^ and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when 
^^ he was determined to let him go. But ye de- 
" nied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 
^' a murderer to be granted unto you. And 
" killed the prince of life, whom. God had raised 
" from the dead : whereof we are witnesses. 
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** And his name, through faith in his name, hath 
•* miade this man strong, whom ye see and know, 
** yea the faith which is by him, hith given him 
" this perfect soundness in the presence of you 
"all. And now, brethren, I wot that through 
"ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 
"But those things which God before had shewed 
" by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ 
''should suffer, he hath so fulfilled/** The 
Apostle proceeds, iu the remaining part of his 
address on this occasion, in a strain of exhorta- 
tion similar to that which he had used, on the 
day of Pentecost. 

Such is the account given us by StJ Luke of 
the first recorded miracle wrought by the Apostles 
of Jesus after his ascension to heaven. In re* 
viewing all the circumstances of this miracle we 
cannot avoid being struck with the character of 
benevolence displayed in it. It was a miracle 
of mercy, flowing from the benevolent spirit of 
Christianity, and a signal instance of its benefi- 
cial effects. This distinguished character of 
Messiah's reign was foretold by the ancient pro- 
phets ; it was exemplified in the miracles of our 
LiQfd himself during his personal ministry, and 
in those of his Apostles after he left the earth ; 
and it has marked the progress of the gospel of 
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Christ in ev^ry ftg«, and in every country where 
it hA9 been estoblished. But the benefkial ef* 
fnct$ which Chriatianity, as a dispensation of 
mercy, has produced upon the state of maidcind, 
have been so numerous and exten«ve, tlmt I shall 
make them the sulyect of a separate discourse. 

Before proceeding to the illufitration of tlie 
practical re6ectlons suggested by this part of sa« 
cred history, there are a few general ofaseprations 
on the fiact related in it, which deserve our aU 
tention. 

My first observation regards the nuroeolous 
nature of the action. A miracle is a work con- 
trary to the ordinary course of nature, and re* 
quiring the immediate interposition of the power 
of the supreme author and preserver of the world. 
Our ignorance of the came of any particular 
event does not render it miraculous. Whatever 
mystery there may be in the phenomena of elec- 
tricity or magnetism, they have no oliaracter of 
miracle, because there can be no doubt that 
they have their part assigned to them in the me- 
chafiism of the great system of the ufiiverse, and 
ihiat theif motions are regulated by the stated 
laws which God has imposed on the tnall^rial 
world. In the reduction of a dislocated or ffae*. 
tured bone the surgeon only assists Mature, and 
restores the parts to their former place. Gradual 
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retunp to str^ilgtb after temporary debility Isillso 
ill lite ordtnafry course of niatoref 

Tbe tot^eaess of tHe m^n i^ho was Uid nt tfare 
^e of the tettipte did not^rafe from a temfiorary 
or liteideatat eliuse. He w^a latne Irom hls^ btrtbj 
and the weakn^e^ or di^tdttion of kis fimbs, iir^ 
stsead of being redioved d8 be advanced iti sia^ 
iktre arrd strength, had become ifiveterate^ ond 
(defied the oj^'atrows of httcmn atu The iisi^ 
med^e fertfoval df ai^cii d comf$ldint^ t^ imme-^ 
diate communiGatiot) of>60Uiidfie8d and slritigth 
of Hmbi, was otit of the ordinary coun^ df na^ 
VMCj aiid a manifest ihatance of ttics interposition 
of he*V6n. And such were all thie miracles of 
€*friit. To the leper he said, " I #411, bte thou 
** tl^an, tod tis i^bon sts he had spdken, imme-^ 
"di*t€fly the leprosy departed ftotti him, and he 
•**fas clfainsed/'* To the sicfc of the palsy be 
said, ** Arise, take up thy bed, arid go unto thine 
" Nbtise. And he arose, aiid departed tfe his 
•* house/^t " "Whidii Wilt thou that I should do 
" tiiito thee >" said thie pin6ce of life to blind 
iiartftoeus. And he said, ** Lord that I may 
** receive my si^ht ; and Jesus said unto him, 
•* recfeive thy sight; and immediately he received 
•*his sight, andfcrllOwed him, glorifying God/^:J: 
After liavirig sympathised with the friends of 
Lt^fearuS, he aceompaihed them to his^ave, and 

^ Mark 1. 41, 42. f Maltli ^. 0, 7. X Luke 18. 40, 43. 
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ealled, " Lazarus come forth/'* Power accoai^ 
paniedhis words^and be that was dead came forth 
from the tomb. Whatever discoveries may here- 
after be made in the healing art, the immediate 
cure of all kinds of diseases ; the immediate 
communicationof sight to the blind, of hearing to 
the deaf, of strength to the lame ; and the re- 
surrection of a dead body from the grave ; will 
be always miraculous, because such events are 
manifestly inconsistent with the known, estab- 
lished, laws of the material world. 

Secondly, The Apostles performed this miracle 
not by their own power, but in tl\e nam^s and 
by the power of Jesus of Nazareth, whom the 
Jews bad crucified. Our Lord wrought his 
wonderful works in his own name, and referred 
to them as incontestable evidences of the justice 
of his claim to the character of the predicted 
Messiah. But the Apostles, disclaiming all 
personal credit or honour from their miracles, 
ascribed them to the power of their exalted 
master. To the signs and wonders wrought by 
their hands, in the name of Christ, they directed 
the attention of the Jews, as evidences that he, 
who by wicked hands had been crucified at 
Jerusalem, was alive and exalted to the right 
hand of power ; and that he was, by their means, 
continuing the same dispensation of mercy which 

•John U. 43. 
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hegem in his personal ministry, when he an- 
nounced the approach of the kingdom of heaven, 
and went about all Galilee, healing all manner 
of sickness, and all manner of disease among the 
people. 

Thirdly, This miracle was not wrought in the 
presence of a few ignorant or interested persons, 
who might be easily deceived themselves, or 
who might wish to impose upon others. It was 
wrought in the presence of many witnesses, who 
had opportunity to examine minutely every cir- 
cumstance respecting it, and who, if they had 
detected any instance of deluiiion, would have 
most gladly exposed it. The most powerful men 
amongst the Jews did not suffer it to pass with- 
out investigation. When they found that it had 
produced a deep impression upon the people, 
and that in consequence of this miracle the num« 
ber of disciples was greatly increased, they laid 
hands on the Apostles and put them in prison* 
The witnesses of the miracle were so nqmeroqs, 
the evidences of its truth were so strong, that 
they found it impossible to deny it. Next day, 
therefore, when they assembled the rulers and 
elders, and scribes, and brought the Apostles 
before them, they did not deny the truth of the 
fact, but bore testimony to it, by asking, " By 
"what power, or by what name have ye done 
**this ?'*♦ Afterwards, when they removed the 

* Acts 4. 7, XQ. 
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AfKmtte^ «fa«t 4»^ »%bt <mff^r«ftiGi% f^riM* 
^elres, they <ledBfed ttore c«ptieitfy tb^r lidiiftf 
<cf tli« teiyade% ^ Wliai shall we do/^ ^d ftey 
«' to thestmmi for (btft itide^ a dowble^miMdfe 
^' hath been done by them^ is manifesC tb ^I 
*Mbeta% that div^H ih JetmiAem, mdwe edimoi 
*<fe«yiV.^ T%fe is <he t^tifaooy of enietiitds, 
of intetesfed tnd p6<verful*ettetoies,»tothe trutti 
^ ft feet whieh tfcey ta(Mt 'a^^ioosly iriiihed tb 
^ujypre*. 

Laa*Ty, Observe ¥he Very fmrticiilar iltid cir- 
V^trta&tatitkl tftaxittcff iti iv^hich the aiicOtlfit df 
*his transaction fe gWeti by ifre "Evaft^lfet. Thte 
fepot where ft took phce is specffied. Tfee^ftorfr 
xif iTi'e day is tiieritifened. The Subject 6f (he 
•rtiirdcteis described by tntairks ivhieh coiild^n^rt 
-be mistalsen. He hiid Icfug 'teen "known to thfe 
Jews who freqHiientefl the tetniille service, ^k 
fya(r>r mafn who ^Jit Ifor felms at the gate of'lliiB 
femple. TlVe place fe also named, Sdfomoft^s 
porch, where Veter addressed the peopffe who 
asstnabfcd iiround them. AIlo<ir the to in- 
troduce, in ifltjstration Of this reitiark, an atiiitte 
and Judidoiiis obseYvatfotiOftfeetate Ardhdeacoii 
V^\vy. ** A mark of historical Irtith ik par- 
^* ticUlarUy rn narae.<?, daVes, places, circu ^'stances; 
•* and in the order of events preceding dr follow- 
" in^ ttie transaction : of which kind, for instance 
**is the partfculiirity m the description of St. 
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" Paul's voyage and shipwreck in tb^ twenty 
*^ Mventh cliapter of the Acts, which no man, I 
'• think, can read without being convinced that 
^' the writear was there ; and ateo in the account 
** of the cnre and examination of the blind man, 
" in the ninth chapter of St John's Gospel^ 
" which bears every mark of personal knowledge 
"on the part of the historian. — Of the particu- 
" larity which we allege many examples may 
** be found in all the Gospels.*'* 

These observations are applicable to other 
imracles lirroiight by the hands of the Apostles. 
JBut tbey appear to deserve particular notice in 
the consideration of a miracle which was per^ 
formed when public attention was powerfully 
attracted towards these servants of Jesus ; which 
enhibited a display so striking and incontestible 
of the supernatural powers with which they 
were invested ; which afforded so strong an 
evidence both of the truth of their own mission, 
and of the resurrection and glory of the blessed 
notaster in whose name they acted ; and which 
produced so gieat an impression upon the muU 
titude who witnessed it, that the number of 
believers amounted to five thousand. This 
miracle holds also a prominent place in the 
history of the infant church, as it gave rise to 
the extraordinary events related in the succeed* 
• Evidences of Chrialianity, Fart 1. Prop. II. Chap. 1. V. 
O 
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ing chapter ; events which by manifesting the 
excellence of the cause in which the Apostles 
were engaged, the undaunted spirit with which 
they supported it, and the feebleness and inde- 
cision of their adversaries, must have greatly 
promoted the progress of Christianity in Jeru- 
salem. 

Let me now solicit your attention to a few 
of the practical instructions suggested by the 
several parts of this history. The piety of the 
Apostles ; — the destitute, the deplorable, situa- 
tion of the lame man ; — the benevolent manner 
in which his cure was effected ;— and his conse- 
quent joy and gratitude, abound with useful 
instructions. 

Peter and John, the two most eminent of the 
Apostles, in going up to the temple at the hour 
of prayer, have set us an example of regular at- 
tendance upon the instituted ordinances of re- 
ligious worship. Very high spiritual gifts had 
been conferred upon them, they were illuminated 
by the spirit of their divine master, and they 
were to be the fountains of religious knowledge 
to mankind; but they did not, on these accounts, 
neglect the public worship of the God of heaven, 
or think themselves superior to those means of 
grace which are common to the weak and the 
ignorant. They honoured the institutions of 
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divine wisdom for the religious improvement 
and salvation of men, and taught the most en- 
lightened of their successors to expect the 
sanctified benefit of their superior knowledge 
and gifts, only in regularly attending, with the 
meanest of their brethren, the public services 
of religious worship. Their design in going 
up to the temple was not merely to have an 
opportunity of addressing the worshippers, and 
of preaching to them Jesus as the true Messiah, 
but to oflFer their prayers and thanksgivings 
publicly, in the place which God had chosen to 
put his name there. Of those who embraced 
the feith of Christ in consequence of Peter's 
first sermon, it is said that '^ they continued daily 
" with one accord in the temple i'^*. that is, at 
the daily stated hours of prayer : and the general 
form of the expression used with respect to Peter 
and John, "They went up together to the 
"temple at the hour of prayer,*' seems to im- 
ply that this was their usual practice. Their 
example was not designed to bind Christians in 
succeeding ages with regard to the particular, 
place or the fixed hours of religious service, for 
in these points they followed the appointments 
of the Mosaical law, which was not actually 
abolished while the temple continued to be the 
centre of the Jewish worship. Buttheexamplj^ 

* Acts 2. 46. 
O ^2 
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of these holy men inculcates the general prin- 
ciple, that it is the duty of all who bear the name 
of Christy of the most enlightened and advanced 
as well as of the weakest Christian, to value 
and improve the stated seasoiKS o( the public 
worship of God, as the means of grace which his 
wisdom has appointed, and which he has pro- 
mised to bless. 

Peter and John went up together to the 
temple, at the hour of prayer. The pure enjoy- 
ments arising from the sincere exercise of de- 
votional feelings are heightened by society, 
especially when participated with those whoopi 
we respect and love. Sweet are the emotioms 
which swell the bosom in the private exerciaes 
of religion. But they beconje more full, more 
perfect, more delightftjl, wheo the members, of 
the same family unite in bending their kneeis 
with lowly reverence before their heavenly Fa- 
^er ; or when they all appear together io the 
house of God, mingling then- voices, in the same 
expressions of gratitude and adoration>, — uniting 
their hearts before God m humble, fervent, af- 
fectionate prayer, — entering into the same train 
of devotional sentiment, — admiring together the 
mighty works of God in nature and in providence, 
— embracing with pleasure and confidence the 
same sublime doctrines,-^bindiDg more d^ply 
upon their minds a sense of their obligations to the 
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same duties, — and exulting together in the same 
glorious hope of a blessed immortality. Parents, 
accustom your children, from their early years, 
to delight in the pure and exalted enjoyments 
of social religious worship. They will hallow 
your intercourse with one another, they will 
draw more closely, and bind more strongly, the 
cords by which you are united, they will im-« 
prove the sweetness of your union here, and 
afford )'ou an anticipation of the blessings of a 
more perfect union, in the fulness of joy and 
everlasting pleasures in the presence of your 
God. 

Now let us turn our attention to the poor man 
laid daily at the Beautiful gate of the temple^ 
to solicit the means of subsistence from those 
who went up to worship at the hours of pvayer. 
His limbs are feeble and withered, incapable of 
active exertion, and of engaging in the useful 
employments of his fellow men. •His lameness 
admits no hope of cure by ordinary means ; it 
is an original defect ; he has been in this deplo- 
rable and helpless state from his birth. He is 
poor ; not only requiring the kindly aid of friends 
to assist his weakness, but dependant upon the 
bounty of strangers for daily bread. How many 
humbling but salutary reflections arise in the 
mind, while we dwell on the circumstances of 
o 3 
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this poor man? Let us not withdraw oar 
thoughts from the scene. Let us look upon him 
and receive instruction. 

His unhappy situation should teach us to offer 
our heartfelt thanks to the God of all our mercies 
for our exemption from similar infirmities. Who 
has originally given us strength of body and 
soundness of limbs ? Who has preserved to us, 
for so many years, our bodily organs uninjured, 
amidst the accidents to which we are exposed, 
and the innumerable dangers with which we 
are every moment surrounded ? When we con- 
sider the number and delicacy of the component 
parts of the human frame, and how necessary 
each is to the health of the whole, we have 
reason to be astonished that the organs of the 
body can subsist entire and uninjured for forty, 
sixty, or eighty years together. It is only the 
power of God who reared the wonderful struc- 
ture, that can so long preserve it. It is the kind 
providence of God that preserves our souls in life, 
our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling. 
How easily may we be reduced to the miserable 
situation of that withered cripple ? Were God 
for a moment to withdraw his supporting hand, 
the blood would congeal in our veins, our hearts 
would cease to beat, we should crumble down 
to our original dust. Let- the labourer, who 
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow, look 
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upon the lame man at the gate of the temple, 
and thank God who gives him strength to labour, 
and honestly to procure his daily subsistence. 
Let the rich look upon this miserable object, 
dependant in every respect upon the charity of 
strangers, and let their hearts rise in gratitude 
to the giver of all good, for the comforts and 
blessings vt^ith which he has crowned them. 
And let them learn to pity and alleviate the 
distresses of the poor and helpless, to do good, 
and to communicate, knowing that with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

The case of this poor lame man should re- 
mind those who enjoy bodily health and strength 
that they are accountable to God for their im- 
provement of these blessings, and that it is their 
duty to use them in his service, and to his glory. 
He has bestowed them, he continues the pos- 
session of them, and he has a right to command 
the employment of them in the duties which he 
prescribes. The great scheme of redemption 
also by the sufferings and death of Christ, was 
designed for the deliverance of the body as well 
as of the soul from the power and effects of sin, 
and it implies a correspondent obligation to grate- 
ful obedience. These claims upon the active 
service of the body, as well as upon the worship 
and subjection of the mind, are urged with great 
strength of reasoning by the Apostle F^aul in bis 
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epistle to the Romans and first efHstle to the 
Corinthians. **I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
"by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
" bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
<* God, which is your reasonable service/** 
" Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
•* which is in you, which ye have of God, and 
" ye are not your own, for ye are bought with 
*' a price : therefore glorify God in your body^ 
" and in your spirit, which are God's.'^f 

Let those whom God has visited with afflic- 
tion, whether of body or of mind, learn from 
this history not to suffer themselves to sink into 
despondence under the pressure of trouble. This 
poor man had continued many years in his 
pitiable state, and had no hope of deliverance 
from it. When he was carried in the morning 
to the place where he was usually laid for the 
day, little did he expect that before evening he 
would be possessed of strength to return home 
without the assistance of his friends. Despair 
not of to-morrow ; for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth. But while the afflicted 
ought to use faithfully all the means for deliver- 
ance which God has put into their power, and, 
with resignation to the divine will, to pray for 
recovery, they must remember that the time a«d 
manner of relief are entirely in the hand of God. 
* Rom. 12, f. 1 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 
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And he knows in what cases the continuance of 
trouble is ultimately more beneficial than the 
immediate removal of it would be. This man's 
lameness might have been cured long before, 
but not with the same happy effects, either to 
himself or others, as at the time chosen by the 
wisdom of the great disposer of events. *'Lord, 
" if thou hadst been here/' said the disconsolate 
Martlia, "my brother had not died/'* But if 
Lazarus h?id recovered from sickness, where 
would have been that display of sympathy in 
Jesus, which has so often afforded consolation 
to the mourning Christian ? Where would have 
been that splendid evidence of his divine power 
which he manifested in the resurrection of Laza« 
rus, that they who stood by^ and all who should 
receive the account in that and succeeding ages, 
might believe that the Father had sent him ? 

In the benevolence of Peter and John we see 
that happy union of the spirit of devotion and 
the spirit of charity, of love to God and love to 
man, which is necessary to complete the Chris* 
tian character. They attended the services of 
the temple, but theirs was not that ceremonious 
attendance upon religious services which closes 
the heart against the cries of distress. They 
were far from placing their religion merely in 

* John 11. 21. 
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external service,- or in a strict observance of the 
stated times of worship. They knew that God 
requires mercy rather than sacrifice, and obedi- 
ence rather than whole burnt offerings. Neither 
did they, on the other hand, suppose that they 
fulfilled all the claims of religion, when they 
studied to perform the relative duties of life, 
and to abound in acts of compassion to the poor. 
They confirmed by their personal conduct the 
doctrine which is inculcated in all their writings, 
that acceptable obedience can flow only from 
the commanding influence of just principles 
fixed in the heart ; and that the character must 
be defective where there is not a prevailing sen- 
timent of reverence for the majesty of the Al- 
mighty Creator and Preserver of all things, of 
love to his supreme perfection, of dependance 
on his goodness, of gratitude for the blessings of 
his providence and grace, and of submission to 
the wisdom of his dispensations. Where there 
is no abiding principle of piety to God, acts of 
charity must emanate merely from the impulse 
of the moment, an impulse certainly amiable in 
itself, but not regulated by principlci and pos« 
sessing little moral value. The labours of love 
to mankind in which the Apostles abounded, 
were the fruits of the love of Christ constrain- 
ing them, not to live to themselves, but to him 
who loved them, and gave himself for them. 
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The conduct of Peter and John shows us that 
there are many ways of being serviceable to 
others besides that of giving alms to the poor. 
'* Silver and gold have 1 none, but such as I 
" have I give thee/' The followers of Christ 
cannot now perform miracles, as the Apostles 
did. But it is in their power to show mercy, to 
administer to the sick wholesome food and 
healing and strengthening medicines, to clothe 
the naked body, to instruct the ignorant mind, 
to endeavour to arrest in their course those who 
are running madly to destruction. Who has it 
not in his power to sympathize with the afflict- 
ed, to explore the thought, to explain the ask" 
ing ej'e, to sooth the troubled mind, to offer up 
prayers and supplications for mercy to the suf- 
ferer, and grace to support him in the time of 
need ? How pleasing were the reflections of 
Job on the benevolent exertions of his early life? 
When the ear heard me, it blessed me. When 
the eye saw me it gave witness to me. Because 
I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, 
and him that had none to help him. The bless* 
ing of him that was ready to perish came upon 
me, and I caused the widow's heart to sing for 

joy.* 

The poor man's expressions of joy and grati* 
tude, when he received strength to leave the 

• Job. 29. 11—13. 
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carriage on which he had lain so long^ should 
teach those who have themselves been raised 
from the bed of sickness^ or whose valued friends 
have been restored to them from the gates of 
death, to cultivate and express the warmest 
emotions of gratitude to God. The lame man's 
firsl care was to offer in the temple praises to 
God, who had compassed iiim about with songs 
of deliverance. But he had also relatives and 
friends, some of whom would have carried him 
to his home at the close of the day, had not 
their labour and kindness happily been rendered 
no longer necessary. It is easy to imagine 
what an affecting scene would be produced by 
his unexpected return, in a condition able to 
enter into the duties and the business of life. 
Perhaps an old widowed mother awaited hia 
return, dependant herself also on the alms which 
he might bring home. How Would she be 
astonished, what joyful feelings would agitate 
her bosom, when she beheld him return, not 
borne by his friends, but walking, exulting in 
his new-found strength, and his friends and 
neighbours rejoicing with him ? The joy aris- 
ing from the first exercise of a newly conferred 
power, or from the recovery of a lost blessing, 
is more vivid than the pleasure of continued 
enjoyment. Who has not known what it is, 
after having been long confined to a sick bed, 
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to walk forth, with renovated health, to enjoy 
Ihe freshness of the air, and all the beauties of 
the face of nature ? 

The common air, the earth, the tkies. 
To him are opening paradise 

And how natural is it, in such circumstances, 
for the heart to rise in grateful feelings to the 
giver of all good, who originally confers life, an<J 
who alone can restore and preserve it ? 

In the cure of the man lame from his birth we 
iwive nn instance of that divine power of our 
blessed Lord, ^^by which he is able to sub* 
^' due all things unto himself,^'* The wonder- 
fal works which he performed during his abode 
on earth, were performed by his own power ; 
and to the operation of the same power Peter 
ascribes this miraculous cure, the perfect sounds 
ness given to the man, in the presence of the 
Jews. It is the carrying forward of the same mer* 
ciful dispensation, which he began by healing 
all manner of sickness and all manner of disi> 
eases. What manner of man is this who can 
distribute the blessings of health and strength 
by his powerful word ? He has as immediate 
access to the minds as to the bodies of men* 
He who opened the eyes of the blind, can also 
enlighten the understanding, and lead it into 
all necessary truth. He who cleansed the leper 

* Phil. S. <2{ 
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can purify the soul. He who gave vigour to 
the withered cripple, can communicate strength 
to the feeble mind. And as the man could not 
walk while his original weakness continued, as 
it was necessary that strength should be com- 
municated to him before he could walk and go 
up to the temple ; so health and strength must 
be communicated to the soul before it can give 
certain evidences of vitality, or fully perform 
the functions of spiritual life. 

Was the poor man himself, were his associates 
and friends overwhelmed with joy on this oc- 
casion ? How great will be the joy of the ge- 
neral resurrection, when all the children of God 
shall be raised perfect, glorious, bodies ; fitted 
for the active, unwearied, service of their hea^ 
venly Father ? He by whose power this man 
was made whole is the resurrection and the 
life ; and he has assured us that he will raise 
our vile bodies, and fashion them like unto 
his glorious body, by the power whereby he 
is able to subdue all things unto himself. No 
bodily blemish or weakness shall enter the 
heavenly abodes. All imperfections shall be 
left in the grave, never to rise again. Here the 
body is weak and corruptible. It may be 
maimed by accident ; it may be rendered loath- 
some by vice, by infirmity, or by disease. It 
must be so completely changed and corrupted by 
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death, as to render it necessary to consign it to 
the dust. But that which is sown in weakness, 
shall be raised in power ; that which was sown 
in corruption, shall be raised in incorruption ; 
that which was sown in dishonour, shall be 
raised in glory. 

With these pleasing prospects, let us close the 
services of this evening. And may God grant 
that under disease of body or trouble of mind, 
under the infirmities of age, and at the approach 
of death, we may be supported by " the blessed 
** hope of the glorious appearing of the great 
" God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.'** 



*Tit, Q. IS. 
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Acts III. 6—7* 

Then Peter said^ Silver and Gold have I none ; 
hut such as I have I give thee : In the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth^ rise up and walk. And he 
took him by the right hand, and lift him up ; and 
immediately his feet and ancle bones received 
strength. 

In my last discourse I considered the cir- 
cumstances of the first recorded miracle wrought 
by any of the Apostles of Jesus after his resur- 
rection, and pointed out some of the practical 
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instructions suggested by the conduct of Petei: 
and John going up to the temple togethet' at 
the hour of prayer, by the wretched situation of 
the poorman daily laid at the gate of the tetnpte 
to beg alms of those who passed by to worship, 
l^ the manner in which his cure was effeiited, 
and by his expressions of joy in the exerbise of 
his newly acquired powers and of gratitude to 
the Apostles by whom he had been made whole. 
But it is impossible to peruse attentively th^ 
f«lation of this mfracle^ without observing the 
character of benevolence impressed upon it« and 
without tracing it to the merciful spirit of the 
dispensation to ivbiqh it belonged. To this ohr 
servation I now solicit your attention as the sub*- 
ject of this evening^s discourse,^— that the spirit 
of Christhinity is a spirit of mercy to mankind, 
and that its tendency is to prod nee the most be*- 
neficial effects. This observation is suggested 
by all the accounts of the wonderfhl works 
performed by Jesus himself, and by the other 
miracles wrought by the ministry of his servants. 
But it is an obscYvation ^o important in itself, 
and so intimately connected with the great pur*- 
pose of the preaching and labours of these holy 
irien whose history we are studying, that a more 
full and particular illustration of it will not, I 
hope, appear out of place> in the improvement 
of the first miracle to which our attentk^n h^s 
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been directed in considering the transactions of 
the Apostles of the Lord. 

In every period of the history of Christianity, 
:We find it marked with benevolence as its pro- 
,ininentcharacter,and dispensing blessingswhene* 
ever its name has been known, and its power 
and spirit truly felt. — If we look back to the time 
of the ancient prophets, we shall find thtse holy 
^men of God, who spake as they were moved by 
; the Holy Ghost, foretelling in rich and glowing 
language the blessed effects of Messiah's reign, 
in relieving the miseries, and improving the con- 
dition of mankind. — When he, to whom all tl^e 
prophets gave witness, appeared on earth, his 
jdoctFine, his life, his mighty works, displayed 
the samespirit of mercy*— The same benevolence 
breathed in the labours, the sufferings, and the 
miracles of those indefatigable men whom he sent 
forth to teach all nations. — And in every age 
since their time, in every country where Chris*- 
tianity has been received and retained, it has dis* 
played its beneficent spirit, in raising those that 
are bowed down, in binding up the broken in 
heart, apd in comforting those that mourn. 

I. Let me then beg your attention, first, to 
the writings of the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment,— to the views of the spirit and tendency 
of Me$siah*3 reigp, and of the blessings promised 
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under It, which were held forth by those tnen 
of God, who testified beforehand the sufferingci 
of Christ and the glory that should follow. 
. Here the passages which present themselves to 
a reader acquainted with the prophetic scrip- 
tures, are so numerous and beautiful, that it is 
.difficult to make a selection. I shall present to 
you a few of the most striking, respecting the 
personal character of the predicted Messiah, — 
the design of his appointment^-^and the ejQTects 
.4>f bis appearance. Ail concur in representing 
it as the great character of his reign that men 
should be blessed in him, and that the nations 
of the world should hail him BLESSED. 

1— The first passage which I shall point out 
relating to his personal character, is taken from 
the prophecies of Isaiah.* "Behold my servant 
"whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul 
'^delighteth : 1 have put my spirit upon him, 
**he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles* 
** He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his 
*' voice to be heard in the streets.** — His mini- 
stry shall be marked not by violence, but by 
gentleness and peace. — It shall be the ministry 
of tenderness to the distressed whether in body 
or in mind. "A bruised reed shall he not break, 
"and the smoking flax shall he not quench, he 
" shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He 

♦ Is. 42. 1—4. 

p3 
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^^ shall not fail, nor be discouraged, till he fasTe 
" set judgment*' — ^righteousness, without which 
mercy would lose its character and excellence, 
'*— " in the earth, and the isles shall wait for his 
** law/* This passage our Lord applied to him- 
self,* and we shall be sensible of the justice of 
the application when we come to the eonsfidertf- 
tidn of his life and miracles. Another interest- 
ing description of the personal character of the 
promised Messiah is given by the same prophet. 
** He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he 
^< shall gather the lambs with his arm, and c^rry 
^^ them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
•* that are with young.^f A representation 
equally pleasing is given in ttie seventy second 
psalm, a psalm which the learned Jews have 
always referred to the times of Messiah for its 
ultimate accomplishment. ^^ He shall judge the 
^' poor of the people^ he shall save the children 
'*of the needy, and shall break in pieces thfe 
** oppressor. — He shall deliver the needy when 
^* he crieth, the poor also and him that hath n6 
"helper/'^ 

2-- The second class of predictions to which 
I wbh to call your attention, consists of p^* 
«ages relating to the merciful design of Messaah's 
appointment, corresponding with the amiable 
views of his personal character contained in these 

♦ Matlh. IS. 17—20. t Is. 40, 1 1. % Ps. 72. 4-*12. 
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patodges which 1 have just read. In the 6i!slh ami 
seventh verses of the forty second chapter 6f 
Isaiah's prophecies, which refer to the Messiah 
mentioned in the beginning of the Chapter, the 
benevolent purpose of his appearance is expressly 
staled. '* I the Lord have called thee in righte« 
^' ousness, and will give thee for a light to the 
'^ Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes^ t9 bring the 
^^ pristmers Jrom the prison^ and i hem thai sit in 
^' durkness out of the prisonhhause*' I shall in- 
troduce only one passage more upon this part 
of tey snhject, a passage of singular beauty, 
which JesBs, at the commencenient of his mini-* 
stry^ read in the synagogue at Naaa/eth.-*«* 
Whes he had closed the book, and the eyes of 
all that were in the synagogue were intently 
fixed upon himi ^' be began to say unto them, 
*^ this day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
**eairs/'^ The passage to which I refer is in 
the ihi«ty first chapter of Isaiah's prophecies. 
** The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, be- 
^ came the Lord hath anointed me/^ For what 
purpose ? With Moses to humble the pi'jde 
and subdcie the obstinacy of l^e monarcfh of 
Egypt, Ar with the prince of Persia to break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the 
bars of iron, to execute the righteous judgment 
ot God CD presumption and crime ; to condemn 

P 3 
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and to destroy ? No. The commission of the 
Messiah is to reKeve the miserable, to dispense 
grace, and to diffuse happiness. **The Lord 
*' hath anointed me to preach good tidings to 
'^ the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
** broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
"captive^, and the opening of the prison to 
^ them that are bouiid,-«to comfort all that' 
^< mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in' 
*^ Sion,.to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
."oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
" pl^is^e ^:for the spirit of heaviness; that tbey^ 
^^ might be called Trees of righteousness, The 
"planting of the Lord,ihat he might be glorified.^' 
. S— 'Corresponding to this view of the be- 
nevolent design of Messiah's commission, is the 
prophetic description of the effects of his ap- 
pearance and ministry. There are num^us 
passages in the bookof Psalms, and in the writ- 
ings of the prophets which paint in vivid colours 
the beneficial effects to be produced upon the 
moral condition of mankind, by the general 
diffusion of religious knowledge. Of these I 
shall select two, which bear directly upon* the 
character of compassion and mercy marking the 
blessings of Messiah's reign. The first is in the 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah's prophecies^ from 
the sixth to the ninth verse. After having 
mentioned a spirit of equity and rectitude as 
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(^sential to the kingdom of Christ, the prophet 
(proceeds in a delightful strain of figurative pre« 
diction :" The wolf also shall dwell with the 
^' lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
" kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and the 
^^ fatling together ; and a little child shall lead 
^^ them. ' And the cow and the bear shall feed i 
" their young one& shall lie down together: and 
^^ the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
<c sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
*< and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
Hthe cockatrice* den. They shall not hurt not 
" destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the earth 
" shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
"the waters cover the sea/* The second pas- 
sage is from the thirty fifth chapter of the same 
book, and has been already cited in the precede 
ing discourse. But it is so connected with this 
part of my subject, abd so descriptive of the sa- 
kitary change which the light and power of 
Christianity were to produce in the world, that 
I cannot sufier it to pass unnoticed. The first 
and s.econd verses point out the general effects 
of the ministry of the Apostles of Jesus. " Th6 
" wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
^^ for them, and the desert shall rejoice, and bios- 
Vsom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, 
"and rejoice even with joy and singiug ; the 
" glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
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lexceUency of Carmel and SbaroD : they shall 
" eee the glory of th^ Lord, ^nd the exeelleitey 
** of Qur God/' The fifth and sixth verses 
paint, with great besiuty and spirit* the blessings 
bestowed during our Lofd's personid ministry 
upon many unhappy individudlS} in removing 
their complaints, tfod restoring them to the com*- 
fortable enjoyment of life. *^ Then the eyes of 
^< the blind shall be opened^ and the ears of the 
" deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
^' nian leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
<' dumb sing ; for in the wilderness shall waters 
*^ break out, and streajns in the desert."^ 

IL Havhig he»r4 the testimony of the 
ancient prophets to th? m<>?<)if*»l spirit of that 
dispensation to which ^b.ey a)l looked forward, 
let us ue^t inquire bow flirtlMs essentiftl cba^ 
ractei! oi Messiah's reign w^s verified iii^ xhe 
history of Jesus of Naiaaretbr Here we have 
only to open ih^ Got^peki, those fsithful records 
^f the life of Christ, and we sh^ll find aa exact 
counterpart of the qhsr^qter so beautifoUy dn^ 
lineated in the oracles of the Old Testament 
scriptqresi In bis tetwtper Jesus uniformly dis- 
played that, tenderness wbicb was touched with 
the feeling of bumiaA infirmities. His works 
were works of mercy. His doctrine gave instruct 
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tion to the ignorant, invited the sinner to re« 
pentance and reconciliation, and poured con^ 
solation into the afflicted bosom. 

1. — The temper which our blessed Lord uni- 
formly displayed was that of benevolence and 
compassion. Insensible must that heart be 
which can view without admiration the lovely, 
the wonderful tenderness which shone forth 
in every period of his ministry. When they 
brought to him the lame^ the blind, the dumb, 
the foaimed, he looked with compassion on their 
vmous sufferings, and healed them. In every 
caae of distress where his healing power was 
ei^ercised, he entered with tenderness into the 
feelings of the sufferers, and while he removed 
their complaints, be^ charmed their hearts by 
his s;ympathetic kindness. This was singularly 
manifesfed in the case of the widow of Nain, 
and at the death of his friend Lazarus, where 
we find bim, under the influence of strong emo- 
tions such as be seldom expressed, entering into 
the circumstances^ and sympathizing with the 
grief of the disconsolate relatives. Listen to 
bis pathetic lamentation over Jerusalem, when 
ho drew near the city and wept over it, in the 
foresight of the calamities that were about to 
overwhelm it. " O ! Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thoi^ 
'^ that killest the prophets^ and stonestthem that 
*' are sent uoto thee ; how often would I have 
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" gathered thy children together^ even as a heri 
"gathereth .her chickens under her wings, and 
" ye would not. Behold your house is left unto 
*' you desolate/'* " If thou hadst known, even 
" thou, at least iu this thy day/^ the last season 
of mercy afforded to that devoted city, " the 
" things which belong to thy peace ! but now 
** they are hid from thine eyes/'f Follow him 
to the place where he retired to eat the passover 
on the night in which he was betrayed, hear bis 
most affectionate discourses to his disciples when 
sorrow had filled their hearts, and admire the 
melting tenderness with which he cofkimended 
them to God, and prayed that they might be 
preserved from the evil of the world. Accom- 
pany him to the garden, where we should have 
expected him to be wholly engaged with his 
own inexpressible sufferings. Mark the gene- 
rous kindness with which he foregave the weak* 
ness of his three Apostles whom he took with 
him, and the affeciioqate manner in which 
he expressed his compassion for them. " The 
^^ spirit indeed is willing but the flesh is weak.'':^ 
When he was apprehended by the Roman 
soldiers, he healed the ear of the servant of the 
high priest who sought his life. On his cross, 
in the midst of his agonies, he commended his 
mother to the care and confidence of the dis- 
• M^tth. 23. 37, 38. t Luke 19. 4«. J Mattb. «6. 41. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOUKSE VII. 319 

ciple whom he loved. And the same spirit of 
grace and- forgiveness W9s displayed in his very 
}ast moments, when he prayed fervently for his 
murderers, " Father, forgive them, for they know 
** not what they do/^* 

2. — From the temper and disposition which 
our blessed Lord displayed during the whole 
course of his ministry, let us turn our attention 
to the miracles which he wrought, and we shall 
find them to be miracles of mercy. And here I- 
shall first notice the answer which Jesus gave to* 
the disciples whom John sent to inquire whether' 
he was the promised Messiah. f *^ In that same 
'Vhour Jesus cured many of their infirmities and 
** plagues, and unto many that were blind he 
"gave sight/' To these miracles he referred 
John's disciples, as displaying not only the power 
and authority- with which he acted, but also the 
benevolent' spirit of the dispensation which he 
introduced. The Messiah of the Prophets was 
to comfort all that mourned ; and the disciples 
of John saw our Lord communicating sight to* 
the blind, strength to the lame, purity and sound- 
ness: to the leper, hearing to the deaf, and life 
to the dead. He exercised po\^r over all na- 
ture, not for the purpose of astonishing or over- 
awing the minds of men, but in compassion to 
the children of affliction, to remove the miseries 
* Lo'kt ^3. S4. t Luke 7. 19, ei, -22. 
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of the wretched and helpless* He heal^sd all 
maoner of sicknew and all maoner cf disease 
among the people. The miserable maniac who 
was so fierce that none durst approach bim^ 
Jesus restored to a right mind* To the widow 
of Nain^ deprived of her last hope, and sinking 
under the accumulated pressure of repeated 
bereavements, he brought back her only son. 
While he wept over the grave of Lazarus, be 
restored hhn to bis mourning friends. He went 
about doing good^ and never rejected the prayer 
of the humble suppliant. When we follow our 
Lord in the course of his ministry, and mark the 
character of mercy impressed on all his won* 
derfol works, we cannot fail to admire his glory^ 
*^ the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
" full of grace and truth/*^ We are constrained 
to exclaim with the ceHturian who attended at 
his crucifixion, *^ Truly thi9 w^ the son of 

" God/^t 

3.— If we take a more comprehensive view 
of our Saviour's doctrine^ and of the great object 
of his personal ministry, of his sufferifngs and 
death, the character of Christianity, as a dispen^ 
ssrtion of mercy, shines with still greater s|4en- 
dour. When gross spiritual darkness covered 
the nations, he appeared *^ as the }ight of the 
*' world," " a light lo lighten the Gentiles, and 
"f- John ]. 14. t Mark t5« 39* 
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•♦ the glory of his people Israel." He preached 
pardon Md reconciliation to the returning trans- 
gressor. Nothing can be more tender and en- 
couraging than bis address to the distressed in 
mind : ^'Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
" are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
•♦ Learn of me, fori am meek and lowly of heart, 
** and ye shall find rest unto your souls/'* The 
design of his coming into the world was^ n(>t to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them ; not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister^ and to give bis 
life a ransom for many, that the mercy of God 
might flow to the fallen family of man, in a man* 
Iter consistent with the holiness of his nature 
and the rectitude of his government. He cam^ 
to suffer, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring men to God ; to restore them to conformity 
to the divine image, and to the enjoyment of 
the divine favour, to sanctify to them the afilio^ 
tions of lifb, to remove the sting of death, and 
to present them holy, and unblamable, and un«* 
unreprovable in his sight. He submitted to a 
shameful and accursed death that we might 
obtain everlasting life ; that as sili hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life. His doctrine 
affords powerful consolation under the evils of 
life. It teaches that all power in heaven and in 

♦MMMt.88, f0. 
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earth is committed into bis hand; for accompHsh^ 
ing the great purposes of his ministry ; and that^ 
under his government, all things must be sub- 
servient to the best interests of his obedient 
subjects. It supports the mind by the assur* 
ance of his sympathy, who himself suffered being 
tempted, who is able also to succour them that 
are tempted, and who will not suffer them to be 
tempted above what they are able to bear. Jt 
assures them that though the body may be dis- 
solved, they have a building of (jod, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And 
it directs them to look daily forward to that 
blessed object of their hope, the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Thus all the parts of our Saviour's life as re* 
corded in the Gospels, his temper,. his miracles^ 
and his doctrine viewed in connexion with his 
sufferings and death, concur in proclaiming 
peace on earth, and good will from God to 
man. 

III. Let us now carry our views forward 
to the state of Christianity after the ascension 
of Jesus, during the period to which the history 
of the book of Acts extends, and we shall find 
that the Apostles were directed by his spirit in 
all things necessary for making his Gospel known 
to mankind, and that they taught the same doc- 
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trine of grace, mercy, and peace. Their mintcles^ 
their writhigs^ their hsfiiuiions, were all impres- 
sed with the same character of benevolence which 
formed so striking a feature in the life, miracles, 
and doctrine of their adored master. 

1.-— The mirocles wrought by the hands of the 
Apostles were not merely astonishing displays 
of supernatural power, but means of communi- 
cating blessings to the miserable, and of restor- 
ing to the duties and comforts of society, those 
who had been long bound by the cords of afflic- 
tion. 1 hey healed the sick, they restored the 
lame, they cast out evil spirits, they raised the 
dead. In their first miracle mentioned by the 
JEvangelist, after they were deprived of their 
Lord's personal presence, we see his spirit of 
.mercy as well as of power resting upon them. 
The ne35t miracle performed by Peter which is 
circumstantially related by St. Luke, is the re- 
.storation to health and strength of a man who had 
been confined for. eight years to a bed of sick- 
ness.* Soon afterwards he performed a public 
benefit, by restoring to life Dorcas, a woman 
who had endeared herself to her friends and to 
the poor, *'by the good works and alms deeds 
*' which she did/'f At Lystra Paul healed a 
cripple, whose case was very simitar to that of 
the lame man cured by Peter and John ;:^ and 

• Acts 9. 32—35. t Act! 9 36, 43. % AcU 14. 8—10- 
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at Troas, he restored Eutychus to his firienils ♦ 
Wherever we follow these ambassadors of Christ, 
we see them dispensing the blessings of heaven; 
amongst the grateful and admiring mnltitudes 
by whom they were attended. 

2.— The writings of these extraordinary men 
are animated by the same spirit of kindness 
which was uniformly displayed in their wonder- 
ful works. Every person who is at all acquainted 
with the epistolary part of the New Testament 
knows how great a proportion of the practical 
directions is occupied in affectionate and elo- 
quent exhortations to mutual love and acts of 
mercy. This is a subject upon which tlie 
Apostles of the merciful Saviour dwell with 
peculiar pleasure. " Let all bitterness, and 
" wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speak** 
**ingbeput away from you, with all malice. 
" And be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
'^ forgiving one another, even as God for Christ^s 
** sake hath forgiven you. "f " Put on, therefore, 
" as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
" of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
" meekness, long suffering ; forbearing one an- 
" other, and forgiving one another, if any man 
" have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ 
" forgave you, so also do ye.^* J Similar exhor- 
tations abound in all the epistles of the Apostle 

* Acts 20. 10. t Epb. 4. 32. X Col. 3. 12, 13. 
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of the Gientiles ; and the 6ubstaBceof the eic*- 
bortations of the dificiple whom Jesu^ loved^ i*, 
Little children, love one anoth)er. " Whoso 
*' hath thi» worths good^ and seelh his brothet^ 
** have need, and sbu^teth up his bowels of 
'* compassion from him, how dwelletk ihe love 
** of God in him ?'^ So deeply did the Apostles 
knbibe the peeitUar and lovely spirit of their 
Ma&ter. *^ By thisK,"' be had $aid *' shall all mea 
" kapw that ye ate my disciples, if ye love 
" oae anolbe^ ;'^ and, in all their writings, they 
ekkibited ihis dist^ngukhing principle of Chris^ 
tianity then new to the heathen world, as conr 
tiected with' religion, a:nd having its root in tbe 
faith of the Gospel, 

3.-— These actively benevolent naen did not 
rest satisfied with ec&bortatians to chaffit}*:, how>- 
ever siqcei e and fervent, or with enforcing upon 
the converts to Gbristianity their obligations to 
obey the cookmand of Gbrist^ They followed 
out the spirit of their mastcr^s instructions by 
forming, in the rising church, institutions for 
the i;elief of the poor and of the diseased, of the 
infirm and of the aged. After the ascension of 
Jesus, and the effusion of the holy spirit, when 
the numbers who embraced the faith of Christ 
and joined themselves to the Apostles were 
formed into a regular society,, one of their first 

* 1. John S, 17. 
Q 
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objects was to make a provision for supplying the 
wants of the destitute sick and infirm amongst 
themselves. From the day of Pentecost, when 
three thousand were converted by the preaching 
of Peter, the caie of the poor became matter of 
daily consideration with the rulers of the church, 
Bnd for this purpose very liberal contributions 
were made. ** All that believed were together, 
<* and had all things common ; and sold their 
** possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
" men as every man had need.'** It is not meant 
that there was an (entire community of goods 
amongst the primitive Christians, or that those 
who were received into their society were' obliged 
to throw all their substance into a common stock. 
When Ananias and Sapphira, two persons who 
bad joined the Christian church, sold a posses- 
sion, and professed to lay at the Apostles' feet 
the whole of the price which they had received, 
while they secretly kept back part of it, Peter 
said to Ananias, ''Why hath Satan filled thine 
** heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep 
" back part of the price of the land ? Whilst 
** it remained, was it not thine own ? and after 
** it was sold was it not in thine own power }**'\ 
From these words of Peter it is plain that no 
obligation was laid upon those who were ad- 
mitted into the society of Christians to relin- 

* Acts 2. 44. 45. t Actg 5, 3, 4. 
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quish their personal property in their possessions. 
Christianity never recommended so wild a 
scheme. But its benevolent spirit induced its 
professor's lo make general and liberal contribu- 
tions, suitable to the ^circumstances in which 
thefy were placed. 

' These ^contributions, forming a common fund 
for the relief of the poor and distressed, were at 
first committed to the care of the Apostles, and 
distributed by them to every man according to 
his need. Afterwards, when the number of 
believers was greatly increased, and the Helle- 
nistic converts complained that their widows 
were' neglected in the daily ministration, the 
Jkpostles devolved the care of the provision for 
the poor, upon deacons chosen by the brethren, 
and specially set apart for that service. ^' It is 
*' not reason,^' said the twelve to the multitude 
of the disciples, '' that we should leave the word 
*• of God, and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, 
'* look ye out among you seven men of honest 
'* report, full of -the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
" whom we may appoint over this business. 
" But we will give ourselves continually to 
''prayer, and to the ministry of the word/^* 
This excellent plan of providing for the relief of 
the poor, at first established in the church of 
Jerusalem, was afterwards adopted, with such 

•Acts 6. 1—6. 
Q 2 
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c^light variations as circumstances required) by 
all tlie churches planted in the ApQstolic age« 
And in order to unite charity with devotional 
services, and to collect easily and regularly the 
contributions of the faithful, a general direction 
was given by the Apostles, that, on the first day 
of the week, every man should lay by him in 
store as God had prospered him, for supplying 
the wants of his poorer brethren * To these 
benevolent institutions which resulted from the 
powerful influence of the ftiith of the Gospel of 
Christ upon the hearts and affbctiotts of those 
who embraced it, we must add the provision 
made, by the internal reg-uktions of Christian 
societies, for affording spiritual consolation to 
the afflicted, by rendering it an ea^^ntial duty 
of ministers and elders to viait the sick, to pray 
with them, and to comfort and strengthen them 
in the name of the Lord. 

Thus the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, carried forward by the labours of 
his Apostles, was marked with the same essential 
and peculiar character as a dispensation of grace 
and mercy, which was displayed in his personal 
ministry, and which had been foretold by ^e 
holy prophets. Th the successful labours of 
love of the first ministers of Jesus, we see, with 
admiration, the progress of the mighty scheme, 

* 1 Cor. 16. 2. 
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formed by the wisdom and tender mercy of God, 
manifi^sted in the Ia$t ditysi ^^ and by the scrip- 
^^ tures of the prophets, according to the com- 
** mandment of the everlasting God, made known 
" to all nations^ for the obedience of faith/'* 
.While, by works surpassing human power, Peter 
and his associates commanded the attention 
add respect both of Je\f s and of Heathens; 
while^ by their docti^ine, they sh^d the light of 
true religion on people Who had been long 
covered with thick darkness ; by the benevolent 
institutions which I have mentioned they pro- 
served the spirit of Christian love dnldngst the 
fbllowers of Christy dispensed the benefits of 
charity amongst Christians themselves, and 
^hewdd to the wondering nations the true genius 
and the blessed effects of Christianity. 

On this part of the subject it deserves parti- 
cular notice, that these were the first reguldr 
public institutions for t*he relief of the poor and 
helpless ever established in the worlds In the 
bosoms of thd irthabital^ts of thoi^ countries 
where idolatry prevailed, the natural feelings df 
humanity were checked and perverted by the 
influence of general manners, and of inveterate 
habits, formed under the dominion of a cruel 
superstition 4 Idolatry delighted in blood. In 
the whole of its history ^ — a history from which 

♦Rom 16. 26. 
Q 3 
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the mind revolts, — there is no instance of an 
institution erected under its sanction, for pro- 
viding food for the helpless poor, for minister- 
ing comfort to the destitute when laid on a sick 
bed, for supporting the aged and infirm, or for 
softening the agonies of death. The Jews were, 
indeed, universally taught to feel their obliga- 
tion, and to think it their happiness, to consider 
the case of th« poor, and to pity the fatherless 
and the widow. But the Jewish dispensation 
was designed to be an introduction to that of 
the Gospel, and was far excelled by the benevo- 
lence which formed so impressive a character of 
the ministry of our Lord and of his Apostles. 

IV. Without dwelling longer on the benefi- 
cent labours and institutionsof Christians in the 
Apostolic age, I shall proceed to. inquire how 
far the same character of mercy has followed 
the Christian religion wherever it has been re- 
ceived and obeyed. 

It is obvious that the exalted doctrines and 
benign precepts of the Gospel continued the 
same in succeeding ages, and that they tended 
to produce the same happy effects on those 
whose hearts were subjected to their influence. 
They were also published in the most open 
manner, and spread with most active exertions, 
and persevering zeal, for the glory of God and 
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the happiness of mankind. The scriptures were 
carefully read * and explained, and formed the 
subjects of the discourses of the ministers of 
Christy on the first day of the week, when the 
disciples met together for public worship. In- 
deed, after the church of Rome established its 
unscriptural and worldly kingdom over a great 
portion of the earth, the jealous ambition of its 
ponti£& closed the fountain of religious know* 
ledge from the great body of the people. The 
writings of the Prophets and Apostles were with-- 
drawn, and the discourses of illiterate priests, 
consisting chiefly of absurd legendary fables, were 
substituted in their room; The worship of Ciod 
was performed in an unknown tongue, and the 
Christians of the western empire sunk into a 
state of deplorable ignorance. Biit this was a 
corruption and abuse of Christianity, a quenchf 
iug of its spirit of light and love. At the period 
of the reformation from popery, when the fetters 
which had long bound the human understand- 
ing were shaken off, the preaching of the doc- 
trines and duties of Christianity became the 
great means of extending again its beneficent 
influence. The general diffusion of religious 
instruction amongst the great body of mankind, 
forms a feature of the Christian dispensation^ no 
less essential and peculiar than its spirit of mercy, 
and intimately connected with it. Christianity 
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has ever xoade the diffusion of reUgious know- 
ledge a grekt object of its ministrations, aod has 
furnished general instruction to ail ranks of men* 
In this respect it has been productive of most 
important effects on the condition of mankind. 
I have only to observe upon this character of 
Christianity, in connexion with the present sub- 
ject, that it was the means, of diffusing through 
all the societies of Christians, the same spirit of 
benevolence, especially of compassion for the 
afflicted, which distinguished the ministry of 
our Lord himself, and was manifested in all the 
mintcles and writings of his Apostles. The 
Gospels and Epistles^ read and explained in 
the various Christian Assemblies on the first 
day of the week, reminded the worshippers of 
the words of him who loved them, Ti is more 
blessed to give ihan to receive;* and exhorted 
them to abound in good works, to engage with 
pleasure in the beneficent offices of feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, attending the sick, 
and comforting the mourner. They were ac* 
customed *^ to lay by them in store, as God had 
^* prospered them,'' some portion of their gains 
for the relief of the destitute, and they were 
taught to combine this practice with the pro^^ 
spect of the account to be given« at the great 
day, of the manner in which they had improved 
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and applied the blessings bestowed upon them, 
and the taleots committed to their charge. These 
piiiiciples lAculcated at stated times frequent! j 
recurring, misst have produced important and 
extensive effects upon theconduct of Christians 
themselves. And when we consider how nu^ 
meroiis they became in the course of three 
centuries, we may easily conceive how great 
a change Christianity must have produced in 
the state of the world. 

But it is not merely by reascHiing concerning the 
nature and tendency of the Gospel of Christy in 
its doctrines, laws, and institutions, that we may 
judge of its efiects. We can appeal to fects.— 
We have only to consult the authentic histories 
of the Christian world, to perceive and admire 
the beneficial consequences of Christianity up- 
on the general condition of mankind, and par- 
ticularly upon the temper, conduct, and happi- 
ness of those who embraced it. All the accounts 
of its prepress ascribe to its operation and in^ 
fluence the abolition of slavery in Europe, and 
bear witness to the numerous institutions,formed 
in Christian countries, for the support of the 
widow and the fatherless, and for the relief of 
the objects of misery in all its different forms. 

It is a fact of great importance upon this subf. 
ject, that the nations of Europe never abandoned 
the barbarous policy of reducing to slavery cap- 
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lives taken in war, till they embraced the Chris- 
tian faith. Its benign influence induced them 
to relinquish a practice transmitted to them 
frcMn distant ages, and sanctioned by ancient 
laws. *' This,'^ says a very learned writer on 
the truth of the Christian religion, ^^ is one of 
'* the least blessings flowing from the prevalence 
'^ of the Christian law ; while Socrates,^' the 
wisest man of the most enlightened nation in 
the ancient world, " could not prevail with the 
^^ Athenians to save their countrymen from 
** slavery/'* 

It is true that slavery, in its worst form has 
been sanctioned by the practice of professed 
Christians, especially in the plantations of the 
West India Islands. But is it not equally noto- 
rious and lamentable that there infidelity and 
vice have triumphed in the most open manner. 
Many persons engaged in the infamous traffic of 
dealing in slaves, halve gradually become insen- 
sible to all the finer feelings of our nature, have 
lost all sense of humanity and of duty, and, to 
use the emphatic language of Scripture, have 
had their consciences seared as with a hot iron. 
That they might not be arrested in their course 
by any compunctions of conscience, they have 
found it necessary to treat religious principles 

* Atque ila hoc fraltem, quanquam exiguum est, perfeeit re- 
verentia Chriilianae legis ; quod cum Giaecis inter te servai^- 
dum olim diceret Socrates, nihil impetraverat.— Grotius. 
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with ridix^ule, and to throw contempt equally oft 
the threatened punishnients, and on the pro- 
mised blessings of the Gospel of Christ. Cru- 
elty has found no refuge bat in the hardness 
and impenitencd of an irreligious heart. But 
the spirit of Christianity has already done much 
to remove thie miseries of slavery, and 1 trust 
the time is not far distant when its very ex- 
istence and name shall be abolished throughout 
the earth/ 

Living as we do in a happy land, where the 
heart-breaking sufferings of hopeless slavery afre 
unknown, vre cannot sufficiently estimate the 
greatness of the debt which we owe to Christian- 
ity in this respect. But we have only to open our 
eyes to see the almost innumerable institutions 
which the gospel of mercy and peace has taught 
the nations to rear for the relief of the childrea 
of affliction. It has been already mentioned 
that institutions of this kind had their origin in 
the care exercised by the Apostles over the 
Churches which they had formed ; and during 
the first three hundred years from the death of 
Christ, the cafe of the poor formed an essential 
dutyof the rulers of the Church, and alms giving 
an essential duty of its members. When Chris- 
tianity became the religion of the Roman em- 
pire, charitable institutions were established in 
every part of it, iiot so much in consequence of 
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Che influenceof the government of Coastantine^as 
of the freedom with which the spirit of religion 
was permitted to operate The emperor Julian, 
who apostatized from Christianity to heathenism, 
had mentioned as a reproach to the worshippers of 
his deities, that the impious Galileans provided 
not only for their own poor, but for the poor 
of the nations amongst whom they lived. At 
Rome, the contributions of the more wealthy 
Christians were so abundant that they were suf- 
ficient not only to stippbrt the poor Christians 
in that city, but to afford relief to great num^ 
bers of Christian captives, and to such as Were 
condemned to the mines in distant provinces. 
The merciful influence of the Gospel of Christ, 
has not been confined within the boundaries of 
the Christian church, but has been indirectly be- 
neficial in softening the sufferings, and amelio* 
rating the circumstances of many who have never 
heard of his name or who have refused to acknow- 
ledge him. The Arabian impostor, Mahomet, 
undoubtedly derived from his acquaintance with 
the Christian Scriptures, the laws contained in 
the Koran for comforting pilgi ims and strangers, 
and foi administering relief and support to the 
diseased and to the poor. 

In countries professedly Christian a]so> the 
influence of the benevolent spirit of Christianity 
has by no means been confijied to the personal 
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donduet of those who sincerely emhrMed it-<-< 
Great ai^d extensive effects have flowed from 
their connexion with their relatives, friends, and 
associates, in the different ranks of life ; and 
also from the general spirit of intelligence and 
benevolence which the Gospel has diffused 
amongst mankind. We frequently see chariw 
taUe deeds performed by men who are not, in 
tkek general conduct, under the influence of 
religious principle ; l^ut we are not aware how 
much these instances of charity aoe owing to 
the habits of thinking and acting, produced by 
t}ie long establishment of Chriatianity amongst 
if». It is only in those countries whidL have 
b^en blessed with the light of levelatioa, that 
the operations oi* beneficence have been regular 
and extensive. 

In carrying our thoughts backward to the se* 
vera! dispensations which have passed under 
our review, how delightful is it' to trace in each 
of them the displaysof divine goociness to men,-"*!" 
the evidence afforded by them to the great truth, 
that God is L6ve> The laws which God gave 
by his servant Moses were distinguished l^ a 
spirit of humanity, and were designed to pro«> 
mote the comfort of every individual of the 
whole body of Ispactlites. But these were only 
a shadow of good things to come. The an- 
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ciedt prophets, in foretelling the blessidgs that 
were to flow from the ministry of the promised 
deliverer, dwelt with, rapture on the spirit of 
true benevolence that should reign in it. The 
disposition uniformly manifested by our Lord 
himself, in the different circumstances in which 
he appeared, was that of tenderness in feeling 
for the infirniities and sufferings of mankind ; 
his miracles were miracles of noei'cy ; his hea- 
venly doctrine opened a place of rest for the 
trbubled and afflicted soul. The miracles, the 
ivritings, the inistitutions of his Apostles, all 
displayed the sarhe spirit. Silver and gold they 
had none, but they dispersed among the na-* 
tiDns of the earth :ihfihitely superior blessings. 
And wherever the Gospel of Christ has been 
generally received, it has improved the condi- 
tion of all ranks of men. 

- The views which I have taken of the merciful 
spirit of Christianity in all past ages, and of its 
effects upon the hearts and conduct of those 
who received and obeyed it, and through their 
influence upon the sentiments and actions Of 
those who obeyed it not, afford the strongest 
grounds for believing that the same peculiar 
character vt^ill accompany it to the latest ages. 
Its power, though often checked and opposed 
by the mystery of iniquity which worketh in 
tho hearts of men, has gradually increased, and 
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in no age has it been so universally felt as in the 
present. We see persons in the highest and in 
the lowest ranks of society, in all countries in 
the world that bear the Christian name, uniting 
in labours of love, to make known the blessings 
of Christianity to those who are still covered 
with gross spiritual darkness, and accustomed 
to the cruel and debasing practices of idolatrous 
worship. Our blessed Lord was appointed for 
salvation to the ends of the earth ; and up^ 
on the remotest habitations of men shall the sun 
of righteousness arise, with healing under his 
wings. The magnificent descriptions contained 
in the predictions of the prophets have ; not as 
yet been accomplished in all their extent. But 
the tendency of the doctrines and precepts, of 
the institutions and consolations of the Oospel, 
ultimately to realize these descriptions, cannot 
be denied. AH the ends of thje earth shall re- 
member and turn unto the Lord ; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
him. For the kingdom js the Lord's and he is 
the governor aniong the nations.* 

In tracing the abundant blessings which 
Christianity has poured upon the nations of the 
earth, 1 have confined my attention chiefly to 
its benevolent aspect towards the bodily suffer- 
ings, and temporal condition of men. But its 

* Ps. 82. 27, 28. 
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interests and objects ave infimteiy kigber than 
those of sense arid of time. Its extensWe and 
exalted objects are to recover mankind from 
that deet> moraV degradation, linder wiiicb ouff 
own experience andthi^ history of aU past ages 
prove that they labour, and from all the miseries 
that fdiow in its train ; to raise fiillen man, by 
the doctrine of the atonement of Christ, to cod« 
fidence in his God ; to restore the image of God 
tipon his soial ; to tenovate, purify, and 
strengthen his powers; to enlightea and a%<* 
ki^e his uoderstandihg^ and fucakb it with the 
knowledge of the noblest and most impertaint 
truths ; to soften and sanctify has hisart, and place 
it under the commanding iniSuenoe of the faith 
of the Gospel; to subjieed his inolinations td the 
supreme will of God ; to elevate his Affections td 
the source and centire of perfection atid the 
fouBtain of sH happiness, and da teach tbem to 
flow in the purest channels of kindness towards 
men ; to direct and assist him in his heavenly 
course ; and, by making his conduct suitable to 
his character, as a reasonable aed immortal be^ 
ing and an accountable subject of God^s moral 
government, to render him happy in himself, 
and a blessing to all with whom he is connected. 
It is designed to teach its subjects patience and 
resignation under the afflictions of life, to aflbrd 
tbem the purest and most powerful consolation, 
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und to enable them to triuittph i» the prospect 
of Ibe dissrolution of their mortal frame, a» th^ 
flec^sary meafls of their introduction to a state 
of perfect and everlasting bliss. Nothing but 
the doctrines of (he Gospel of Christ coi^ldbavA 
elevated the mindof the Apostle of the Gentile^ 
to the noble sentiment with which be closed th^ 
fifteenth chapter Of his first epistle to th^ Co*- 
rinthians. " O death I where is thy stiftg ? O 
♦• gr^ve ! where is thy^ yi^ytofy > The sting of 
^* death is ^in ; and the strength of sin is the 
**law. But thanks be to Godwhogiveth us 
** the vicloi^y throuigh our Lord Jesus Christ/* 
Tliese spiritual blessings, which it is the object 
tfl Christianity to coirfer on ntonkind, are evi- 
dently of the highest kind which bumau nature 
is capable of receiving id Wd present state. But 
ev^ery person who has ncH debased himself id 
* level with the beasts thai perteb, by ehtertsiii^^ 
ing the grbyelling doctrine 6t the materiality 
and mortality of the human s6nl, must be sen« 
sible that whatever enlarges, stmngthetts, and 
e:sta?ts the powers of the soul herey will affect 
its state in a future world,^ and operate for eter^ 
ttity^ important j hbwever, as the conclusions of 
reason are upon this siAjeeit, Chrtetianity do^ 
t^oi leave t^ to form etttitely ftotn them OM 
tiews 6f the toppin^ss of a fwtufre stater Hav- 
it^ irf fhh world ifecdncikd her su^bjects to God, 
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having purified, directed, and comforted them 
through, life, she opens to their vi^w the gates 
^ of the celestial world, and displays the rich and 
fair inheritance which God has prepared for them 
that love hira«— an inheritance into which no- 
thing defiled shall. ever enter, and where the voice 
of sorrow shall never be heard, — an inheritance 
incorruptible and eternal. She will introduce 
theoi to the pure and blessed society of the 
spirits of just men made perfect^ — to the noble 
army of martyrs, — to the glorious company of 
the Apostles, — to the saints, and prophets, and 
patriarchs who have shone as lights in the world, 
—to an innumerable company of angels, — to 
Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, — and 
to God the judge of all. 

. Is not this great scberne of mercy to the fallen 
family of man worthy of the God of mercy and 
of love ? Is he not justly styled The Father of 
mercies, and the God of all consolation ? We 
see his goodness displayed in all the works of 
creation around us ; — in the pervading and ani* 
mating influence of his glorious image the sun^ 
banishing with its awakening beams the darkness 
of night and the rigours of winter, clothing the 
naked and dreary world with all the beauties 
of vegetation, calling into existence innumerable 
modifications of animal life, providing for the 
support and promoting the comfort of all that 
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iboves on the earth, in the air, or in the waters; 
It was goodness which moyed him to form man 
after his own image, to animate him with the 
breath of life and of immortality, to endow him 
with large and varied capacities of enjoyment, 
and to place Jiim under a law directing his con- 
duct at the same time to the glory of his maker, 
and to his own improvement and happiness; 
But the dispensation of the Gospel displays the 
exceeding riches of the ^roce of God to those 
who had forfeited his favour^ and the greatness 
of his mercy to those who had incurred his dis- 
pleasure and involved themsislves in misery. 
The great and merciful design of our Saviour's 
appointment and mediation was ioseekandio save 
them thai were lost. ^ 

Let those who bear the name of Christ ciilti-' 
vate the benevolent spirit of the blessed dispen- 
sation under which it is their happiness to live, 
and study to display its fruits in their conduct. 
The God whom they serve is the Lord, God^ 
merciful, and gracious, — rich in mercy to all 
that call upon him in truth. The spirit of Christ 
is a spirit of love, peace, long-suffering, and 
kindness ; and if any man have not ihe spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his. If we truly receive 
the revelation of the mercy of God in the Gospel 
of his son for our own salvation both in this 

* Lnke 19. 10. 
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\«MM«i)d iatbd worldktiOtCQiMi* \«e sdnall fedi 
Imw sn»tly WQ ai» tndebtfid 19^ it^ andbons 
ttkrong afQ our cons^qruent oUigatioii^to dki gooxi 
and to cxMMxmarcttl^, aecMdiD^ tO; our abilities, 
foD the nrKef of ilm diabresaed^ tine iastciietiQn (^ 
%ht ignocant^ and tiae eomfoi t o£ the iaiK>iiriieR» 
Wtt are comHimuii^d to be mei cilol as our FadnM 
wkfi la IB heaflran vk mencifqK * We am assumed 
diat tkfi, mereif&d ave Uessedv for they shall 
ehtein metcy.j' Ajadin fiha* sabtfne lejureniN 
Nation given bgr ow Lead of the soleimities. of 
Iba filial judgmeDt^ Mowksi of aaetcy pftcforaied 
ftpm- regard for hiai commandv and from: love tq 
hia^ina^, are hrcMigkt foryeaed. al decisive em^ 
dances e£the chaiarater o£ bi» tiue aedfandifoi 
servants. '^ When the son of man ahail come 
^ ioi hiltgk>cy^ a»d aH ^las halcf an^bi vttitb him, 
^ tli#ais1hii>Hr ha sit uipon the tkrone oi hsa glory. 
<^ And before him shall ht garfiherad all Witmn& r 
^^and he shallr sepaniate them Qoefmanif another^ 
^^ as a. shepherd dmdBtb the sheep from tike 
^ go»ts.. And he sball-s^ the sheep on his riglit 
^lland, and the ^ats* oii> his.left.. Then sh^tli 
^ the king say to tttem (raihis^rightt hand. Game 
^ya bljessed o^my Satiu^j mberit the kingdoms 
•* prepared tor you foom Ijhe foundatkm of the 
*•* world. For t was; an^ hungered, and. ye,ga«e 
^me mestf ; I wa&thiiaty, andye ga^vE me drimk.; 
* Luke 6. S#^ ' t Matlh. 5. 7. 
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" I was a stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, 
** and ye clothed me ; I was sick and ye visited 
" me ; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
" — In as much as ye have done it unto the least 
"of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
" me. Then shall he say also to them on the 
" left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
*' everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
" angels. For I was an hungered and ye gave 
*' me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
•« no drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
" not in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; sick 
" and in prison, and ye visited me not : — in as 
" much as ye did it not to the least of these my 
" brethren, ye did it not unto me. And these 
"shall go away into everlasting punishment; 
" but the righteous into life eternal.^* 
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Acts IV. 5—31. 

And it came to pass on the morrow ^ thai the 
rulers and elders^ and scribes^ and Annas the 
highpriesti and CaiaphaSy andJohn^ and Alex^ 
ander^ and as manij as were oj the kindred of 
the high priest^ were gathered together at JerU' 
salem. And when they had set them in the midst, 
they askedj By what power ^ or by what name 
have ye done this ? Then P^er^ filled with the 
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Holy Ghosts said unto them^ ye rulers of the 
people^ and elders of Israel^ if we this day be 
examined of the good deed done to the impotent 
man^ by what means he is made whole ; be it 
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israeli 
that by the name of Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucifed, whom God raised from the deadj 
even by him doth thiv man stand before you whole. 
This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
Neither is there salvation in any other : for 
there is none other name under heaven, given 
among men whereby we must be saved. ^c» 

The two preceding chapters of this book of 
Acts present to us the full accomplishment of 
that class of our Lord's predictions mentioned in 
my first discourse, which related to the commu- 
nication of miraculous powers and spiritual gifts 
to his Apostles; and the partial accomplish- 
ment of those which related to the success of 
their ministry. When the visible emblems of 
divine glory rested upon them, they were filled 
with the Holy Ghost, they spake with other 
tongues as the spirit gave fhem utterance, they 
displayed a spirit of wisdom and fortitude 
which they had never discovered before, and in 
the name of Jesus they wrought many signs and 
wonders^ In consequence of their ministrations 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 PI^COUBSS VIII,. 

very many Jews and proselytes embraced and 
professed the faith of Christ. The three thousand 
who were baptised on the day of Pentecost, and 
the five thousand who believed in consequence 
of Peter's address after the cure of the laipe man, 
were the beginning of the accomplishment of 
Jesus's prediction, that his Gospel should be 
preached to all nations, and should finally tri- 
umph over all opposition. 

Those parts of his instructions to his Apostles, 
in which he warned them of the dangers and 
sufferings that awaited them in his service, were 
no less explicit than bis predictions of the pow^rs 
with which they were to be invested, and of the 
success that was to crown their labours ; and 
the fulfilment of them was necessary to verify 
his word^ and to prove the truth of their com- 
mission from him. As yet, however, we have 
met with nothing answerable to these predict 
tions. Since the return of the eleven from wit- 
uesising the ascension of Jesus, no hand had been 
lifted up against them. In perfect safety they 
bad assembled to choose one of their number to 
supply the place of the traitor, Judas, and they 
had organized the disciples into a regular society, 
tobethe foundation and model of other cburcheSv 
The miraculous cure of the lame man had la^ 
creased their fame,and multiplied their follower^, 
and every circumstance appeared favourable to 
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Ikeif piogress in the work of the Lord. But 
hit>w«ver fair and promisisg appearances wer^ 
when the Apostles began their miniatryi their 
sky was soon overcast, and the black clouds 
gathered that were soon to buist upon their 
heads. They were indeed prepared for thi^ 
storm. They were provided with the b^st pro^ 
tection, the assurances of support and defence 
given them by the same gracious master who 
had foretold their sufferings. They dwelt in 
the secret place of the most high and abode un- 
der the shadow of the Almighty. The house 
also which they were building was founded on 
a rock, and no storm could overturn it. The 
winds might blow, the rains might descend, 
and the floods might beat against it, but their 
combined forces would assault it in vain. 

^^ Beware of men/' said Jesus when he first 
sent forth his Apostles, "for they will deliver 
^^ you up to the councils, and ye shall be brought 
** before governors and kings for my sake/^* lo 
the chapter of which I have read a part in your 
hearing, you find an early verification of these 
words ; the Apostles cast into prison, brought 
^fore the great council of the Jews, and threal^- 
ened with severe punishment, in order to deter 
them from preaching any more in the name of 
Jesus. To this account of the commencemeot 

* Matth. ia 17, 1S« 
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of that life of sufifering, by which they were to 
aecomplisb the great object of their ministry, 
let me solicit your attention, as the subject of 
this evening's discourse. 

While Peter and John were addressing the 
multitudes who surrounded them after the case 
of the lame man ; while they exhorted the Jews 
to repent of their crime in putting to death the 
prince of life, and directed them to Jesus of 
Nazareth as the prophet foretold by Moses, by 
Samuel, and by '* those that followed after ;" 
while they were reminding their hearers *■' that 
•• they were the children of the prophets, and of 
** the covenant which God had made with the 
^^ fathers, when he said unto Abraham, And in 
^' thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
" blessed ;'*♦ — ** the priests, and the captain of 
** the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 
** and laid hands upon them, and put them in hold 
" unto the next day/' Thesame malignity which 
brought Jesus to the cross, pursued his disciples 
with unrelenting steadiness. The priests and 
rulers of the Jews had hoped that his cause 
would be entirely crushed by his death. They 
s\ipposed that his associates were men of timid 
dispositions, incapable of carrying forward any 
great work with skill and perseverance. But 
when they found that these men, whom they 
so much despised, were publicly preaching in 

* Acts S. 19-*26. 
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the name of the crucified Jesus, were attracting 
the attention of all Jerusalem by the wonder* 
ful works which they wrought, and were gain- 
ing a greater number of converts than their 
master himself had done, they determined to 
take decisive measures to check the progress of 
the Christian cause. They had shut their eyes 
to the glory of our Saviour's character, they had 
resisted the evidences which he gave of his being 
the promised Messiah, with much trouble they 
had brought him to the dust of death, they had 
attempted to silence the evidence of the soldiers 
who bore testimony to the truth of his resurrec- 
,tion ; and they were unwilling either to ac- 
knowledge their error. and guilt or to lose the 
fruit of all their labours. So eager were they to 
accomplish their purpose, that they went per- 
sonally to arrest Peter and John, and to com- 
mit them to prison. 

No passages in history excite so powerful an 
interest in the mind of the reader, as those which 
present to us illustrious and excellent men, hold- 
ing fast their integrity in difficult, dangerous, 
and trying situations. Who does not sympa- 
thise with the patriarch Abraham when he was 
called, at the age of seventy five, to leave the 
country where he had dwelt from his earliest 
years, and the. friends who had been long en- 
deared to him, and to take his journey into a 
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land of strangers ? Who does not admire the 
strength of his faith which, in circumstances so 
discouraging, obeyed without hesitation the 
divine command ? With what interest do we 
observe his conduct after he received the heart- 
breaking command, ^^ Take now thy son, thine 
** only son, Isaac, whom thou lovest, and offer 
** him for a burnt offering ?*' We regard with 
wonder the firmness of his confidence which 
staggered not at the promise through unbelief, 
accounting that God was able to raise up Isaac 
even from the dead, whence also he received him 
in a figure.* With what anxiety do we follow 
the steps of Moses when he fled from Egypt, 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season ;<*»when, after an interval of forty 
years, he entered the presence of the mighty 
king of Egypt, with the rod of God in his hand, 
saying, ** Thus saith the God of Israel, let my 
** people go that they may hold a feast to me ia 
*« the wilderness,*' t — and when, at the head of 
the host of Israel, having the sea before them, the 
mountains on each side, and the Egyptian army 
behind, he said to the murmuring terrified Israel- 
ites, *^ Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salva*- 
** tion of the Lord ; for the Egyptians whom ye 
♦ Heb. n.id. t Ex* 5.1. 
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*^ hflbveseea to day, ye shall see them agadii no 
^ morefor e ver/' ♦ We feel a much greater degree 
of concern for the prophet Danriel cast into the 
den of Jieas on accoont ofbiafideKty to his God^ 
tbati for Daniel the primre minister of Darius^ 
wielding the power, and directing the policy of 
the Ptersvan empire. In the preceding transac'* 
tions of Peter and John we admire the wisdom 
and fortitude with which they spake, and the 
exercise of the miraculous powers with which 
fhey w^e invested. B^t when we see them 
apprehended by the band of power, and com* 
mitted to priisoti like criminals, we enter inn> 
tfeeif feeMngs, we sympcrthise with them under 
Iftefr MCerings, and we tremble for the great 
eaase rn which they were engaged. 

In a succeeding period of this hvslDry we are 
informed that when Peter was put in prison by 
Herod, conftied between* two soldters, and 
Foarded with chains, on the night before he was? 
to be brought forth for execution in the presence* 
of the peop<'e, be slept soundly. No uneasy re- 
flections on the past disti]rt>ed bis repose, aiut 
for the fate that awaited him he was perfectly 
prepared. When Paul and Sites were tburst 
into the fnner prison at Philippi, anrf their feet 
were made fest in the stocks, at midnight they 
prayed and sang praises to Grod. The Evangefist 
♦•Ex, 14. is; 
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does not inform us, bow Peter and John w^re 
employed during the first night that they spent 
in. prison. They could not be insensible to the 
disgrace and horrors of a dungeon. They knew 
that they had provoked the hatred of, men who 
bad the power of life and death in their hands^ 
But there can be no doubt that the God whom 
they served supported them with the consola^ 
tions of his Holy Spirit* They were conscious 
of no crime, they knew the excellence of iheir. 
cause, and they had perfect confidence in the 
power.of their glorified master, to deliver them» 
and to render their sufferings subservient to the 
interests of his kingdom. Or, if he should think 
fit to call them to a violent death for his sake, 
they were prepared for meeting it with fortitude, 
and even with joy, that whether by life or by 
death Christ might he glorified in them. 

Leaving these suffering disciples of Jesus in 
the solitude of their prison, ^' persecuted but 
" not forsaken,'^ let us now turn our attention 
to the situation of the persons by whose power 
they had been arrested and imprisoned. *' It 
'^ came to pass on the morrow that their rulers, 
*^ and elders, and scribes, were gathered to*. 
*'gether at Jerusalem/' W^hen Jesus was ap- 
prehended, the scribes and elders assembled iit 
the night. So intent were they on his destruc- 
tion, that they lost not a moment after they knew 
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his person was secured. In the case of the 
Apostles, who were seized in the evening, they 
delayed the trial till next day, perhaps in ex- 
pectation that the spirit of Peter and John would 
be depressed and subdued by the reflections of 
the night. In the morning, however, they so6n 
discovered their impatience to silence forever 
these ministers of Christ, to check the progress 
of his cause, and to turn the tide of popular 
feeling against it. Sensible of the importance 
of the business, they determined to refer it to 
the great council of the nation, and to bring the 
Apostles into the presence of that august as- 
sembly, to be examined respecting their pre- 
tensions and powers. 

, The piersecutors of Peter and John probably 
passed a more anxious and uneasy night thaa 
the victims whom they wished to destroy. 
|£arly next day they were careful to assemble 
the members of the Sanhedrim in the hall of 
judgment. Caiaphas, who was then high priest, 
with Annas his father-in-law, a person of great 
dignity and authority who had formerly held 
that high oiSice, took their places, attended by 
John and Alexander, persons of rank amongst the 
Jewsj and by other members of the pontifical 
family. These were accompanied by the rulers,. 
or«beads of the twenty •^four courses of priests ; 
the Eldere, or chiefs of the other tribes ; and 
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Arc Scribe*, learoed in the l<»vr. !t is i^ettiarkaWci 
tbat the Evattg^Hst tiays, " These M^efe ^fathered 
** together ai Jerusalem,*^ altho^rg'h this plainly 
feHowed from the circutttSlmices mentroDed ?ri 
the preceding part of the chapter, the cure (4 
the latne ihan at the gate of f Ife- teniple, and 
Peter's preaching ift Soloindtt^s pordh. Btrt th^ 
place s^eems^ to be (WsigriedJy brought into vieW 
to remind ws of the* predictiiM of Jesns, that 
the snffermgs as weH as ministry o!f the Apostles 
*rere to begin m Jerusalein* There the events 
of the Gospel history tcdk pface ; there they 
Were to^ be ferstf atte^ed j and t^ere the ApCsfles 
Were first to suffer for the name of Chtisrf/ Thtf 
inhabitants of Jerusalem whiD^lrad ittcnfrred stich 
guilt by putting Jestrsta deaths i^ere to IHI up 
the measure of their Jniqtrity by carrying on thd 
same system of crtriilty towards? his servants. 

The great council of the nation being as* 
sembled, the prisoners tr'cre brought, and placed 
at the bar. The first question put to them was, 
** By what power, or by what name have ye 
" done this ?'* 'f he priests and rulers couM 
nc* deny the trtrth of the nriracle, nor that it harf 
been wrought by the ministry of the Apostlies;- 
for the gratitude of the poor manf led him to^ 
accompany his benefactors to the hall where 
the Sanhedrim assembled. They coufd not be* 
ignorant that' Peter «nd »F6hn had taugtrt ttM 
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yieoi^le it) the name of Jesus whom they had 
erucifiei:jl. But they hoped that these two men, 
overawed hy the pre^eoce of so splendid and 
YeoeFable an assembly, and terrified by the paon 
apect of torture and death,, would disclaim all 
connixioo with the prophet of Nazareth, and 
taeribe the piiraculous cure to magioul or demot 
niacfti influence. And this ^cknowiedgnient 
would have been imn^ediately published to bring 
discredit ion the cause of Christ. 

Bqt when Jfifus informed his Apostles thai 
they ahould b^ delivered to prlson^St and brought 
before king^ and rul^i:s for bis sake, he promised 
«lsa ibat thfey should be supported and directed 
under fufferingS> and that a mouth and wisdpm 
should be given tbem.wbi<?b ail their advei^^arje* 
should not.be able to gainsay or resist,* ** When 
**they deliver you up t%k0 n0 thought how or 
** wh4t y«i »hftU speaks for it is pot yq that spe.ak> 
" but the spirit of your Father that speake|:h i« 
*> y9^/*t And when f e^er and John ex- 
pMieiic^ th^ truth qI the prediction with regard 
to suffering, they experienced at the sapae ticne 
tbie truth erf the predictions respecting promised 
«uj>port^ They bad been left jn prison during 
t^ isigbt, to. reflect in solitude upon their situa- 
tion, and to anticipate the treatment they mighf 
expert to receive from the bp^^tility of those who 
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had murdered their master. But with mindd 
undismayed, in perfect peace, and stayed on the 
God whom they served, they entered the pre- 
sence of the council. In answer to the question 
of the high priest, Peter, " being filled with the 
** Holy Ghost,'* inspired with wisdom and for- 
titude, replied, '' Ye rulers of the people, and 
** elders of Israel, if we this day be examine^dof 
"the good deed done to the impotent man, by 
"what means he is made whole; be it known 
" to you, ail, and to all the people of Israel, that 
*' by the name of Jesus of Nazareth whom ye 
" crucified, whom God raTsed from the dead, 
** even by him doth this man stand before you 
" whole. This is the stone which was set at 
•* nought of you builders, which is become the 
" head of the corner. Neither is there salvation 
**in any other: for there, is none other name 
" under heaven given among men whereby we 
" must be saved.*' 

This address of Peter is short, but compre- 
hensive and pointed. It contains a direct 
answer to the question of the high priest, and a 
statement of the principal facts upon which he 
had dwelt in his discourses to the Jews. Ibeg 
your attention to the following observations upoft 
it. 

Firsi, The Apostle sets an example of that 
respect which every good subject will show to 
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lawful magistrates and rulers. He exemplifies 
Lis own precept. "Submit yourselves to every 
" ordinance of man for the Lord's sake ; whether 
" it be to the king,as supreme; or unto governors, 
" as unto them that are sent by him, for the 
" punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of 
** them that do well. For so is the will of 
" God, that with well doing ye may put to 
" silence the ignorance of foolish men/'* He 
addresses the Sanhedrim with all respect : " Ye 
" rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, we 
^' acknowledge your authority, and as we have 
*• been apprehended and brought before you in 
** order to give an account of what we have done, 
*' and particularly to declare by what means this 
«' man has been restored to soundness and 
" strength, we are ready to give you informa- 
tion.^' Christianity every where enjoins obe- 
dience to the commands of lawful magistrates, 
where these commands are not inconsistent 
with our superior obligations to the supreme 
ruler of the world ; and, in the instance before 
us, Peter and John gave an example of respect 
for the persons and office of rulers who had un- 
justly committed them to prison. ** Let every 
" soul/' says the Apostle of the Gentiles, ** be 
" subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
" ho power but of God ; the powers that be, 

♦ 1 Pet 2. 13, 14. 
s'2' 
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♦* are ordained of God. Whosoever, thetefore, 
*< resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
" God ; and they that resist shall receive to 
** themselves damnation. For rulers are not a 
** terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
" thou then not be afraid of the power ? do that 
** which is good, and thon shalt have praise of 
^'the same; for he is the minister of God to 
** thee for ^ood. But if thou do that which is 
'* evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword in 
** vain : for he is the minister of God, a revenger 
*' to execute wrath on him that doeth evil/^* 
** Put them in mind,'^ says the same Apostle, in 
bis letter to Titus, "to be subject, to princi- 
'* palities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
>* ready to every good work.'^f 

A second circunistance deserving notice in 
^is answer of the Apostle is, that be disclaims 
.all consciousness of crime, or of having done 
any thing to deserve punishment. " If we be 
*' this day examined of the good deed done to 
** the impotent man/* 1 hey had been engaged 
in no seditious or criminal scheme. The only 
subject of inquiry, the only ground on which 
the Apostles were brought before this assembly, 
was a benevolent action* the communication of 
strength and vigour to a poor man who had been 
lame from his birth. Kiio\Ving diat they bad 

* Rom. It. 1—4. t Tit 3. 1. 
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truth, innocence^ benevolence on their side, they 
came forward, with respectful firmness, to the 
trying situation in which they were placed- 
^ This is thank worthy, if a man for conscience 
** totvardsGod endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 
" What glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for 
"your faults, ye shall take it patiently ? but if 
" when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
•^patiently ; this is acceptable with God/** 

A ^^irif remarkable circumstance in this speech 
is that Peter, in his own name and that of John, 
disclaims any merit in the cure, and ascribes 
it entirely to the power of Christ. This he had 
done in his address to the Jews immediately 
after the performance of the miracle ; "Ye men 
** of Israel, why marvel ye at this ? as though 
^* by Our own power or holiness we had niade 
^* this mail to walk.'' He uses the same language 
in the presence of the council ; " Be it known 
^ unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
<**lhat by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
** this man stands before you whole.*^ Had the 
Apostles been actuated by interested or ambitious 
motives, they could not have had a fairer opi- 
portunity to a<^lvance their credit both with the 
rulers and with the multitude. The enmity of 
•the priests and Sadducees against them arose 
from their conneKion with Jesus. The chiefs 

* 1 Peter 3. Id, 20. 
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of these classes ivere grieved that they taught 
the people, and preached through Jesus the re- 
surrection of the dead. Had they renounced 
the hated name of Jesus, they would have been 
suffered to proceed with impunity, and might 
have extended their influence among the people 
by their wonderful works. But the conduct of 
the Apostles was pure and disinterested. They 
never appear to have entertained the most re- 
mote view of raising ah interest for themselves, 
and all their works, their discourses, their suf- 
ferings, were designed to promote the honour 
and interest of their adored master. They 
preached not themselves, but Christ Jesus their 
Lord* They counted all things but loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ, for whom 
they willingly suffered the loss of all things. 
Not satisfied with firmly avowing that he acted 
by the authority of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
Peter reminds his judges of the active part taken 
by themselves in the crucifixion of the holy and 
just one. 

This is ^fourth circumstance hi the Apostle's 
speech that demands our attention. He charged 
the rulers of the Jews with the guilt of the death 
of Jesus ; ** Whom ye crucified.** He does not 
say, " Who was put to death ;** but he men- 
tions, without hesitation, the ignominious form 
of death to which his Lord had been condemned, 
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crucifixion, and accuses the members of the 
Sanhedrim of having consigned him to the crc^s. 
How very different was his c6nduct from whjit 
it had been a few weeks before, when, at th^ 
door of the same hali, he was ashamed to ac- 
knowledge himself a disciple of Jesus, when he 
declared that he knew him not, and denied him 
with oaths and imprecations ? In. his addresses 
to the Jews he had already discovered the grea^ 
change that had taken place in his mind ; and 
DOW in the presence of the very persons who 
had sat in judgment on Jesus, this Apostle in- 
trepidly glories in his rjeiation to him, and in the 
most disgraceful part of his. sufferings. P^ter 
felt all the importance of the situation in which 
he was placed. He was sensible that he had 
the honour of his master; to support, and that 
the credit and progress of Christianity were con- 
cerned in the issue of that day's ^transactions; 
He had an opportunity of declaring the true 
character of Jesus in the presence of the chief 
men of the Jewish nation, perhaps of impressing 
their minds with a conviction of the guilt they 
had incurred by his death, and pf inducing th^m 
to , acknowledge him as the Messiah. The 
miracle performed by the power of him who 
bad been crucified, was an evidence both of hi$ 
being the Messiah expected by the Jews, an^ 
of the truth of the AiJostles' commission from 
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him. '* Be it known u6to you all tbftt by the 
'* name of Jesus of Nazareth whom ye crucified, 
?' even by him, doth this man,'^ whom the in- 
habiUrntfl of Jerusalem knew to have been a 
cripple from his birth, ^^ stand before you whole. 
** We are only the ministers of his power, and 
*' this is the seal Of our commission/' 

Fifthl^^ With the same fearless, but deeply 
impressed spirit, Peter asserted in the presetiM 
of the rul^^rs of the people arid eldetisi df Israel^ 
the truth of a fact which they most anxtoinsly 
wished to be suppressed, the resurrection of thift 
person whom they had crucified as a malefactor; 
The Apostle follows the same train of thought^ 
as when he addressed the multitude on the pre-^ 
ceding day.' *^ Ye denied the Holy Oncj and the 
^* Just, and desired a murderer to bfe granted 
** unto you> and killed t*fe prince of life, idhoM 
^^GodhMh r^iiedfrom the dfeorf; "whereof We 
" afe wtniBsses>* This was the constant them^ 
of the p^eaiKhihg of *he Aposttes. *« With gteat 
** powet gave they witness of the resarr^tiofa of 
^* the Lord Jesus/'f P^^^^ had no fear of bei^ 
answered by the ftbulous account whidh the 
priests taught the soldiers to circulate, that the 
disciples of Christ came by night and istole hiih 
away While they slept. Not hkd the Hiembers of 
the Sanhedrim the effrontery to bring forward-this 

♦AcU3. 14 15. t Acts 4. 33. 
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aHegatbn. The firm and explicit koguage 0ft' 
the Apoitl^ must hav^ pel*plexed asid hambl^d 
the hi^h priest and hid associates, wbile it pul> 
lidy asserted* a fact which they knew had takeri 
place,. .iHit which they.had taken gteat pain^ to 
fcoficeal$«^a fact which itustrated the hopei they 
had fonned: that the' clause of Jesus would^ be 
buried !in his tomb. .And by: a reference to 
ancient prophecy, the" prisoner at th«ir bar in- 
tiomted. that all th^it efforts to prevent the pro^ 
gress of Messiah's spiritual kiiigdom would be 
equally unsuccessful; 

. This is. a sikth observation on the Apoistk's 
address ;. he cdnfiritied what be had said by a 
reference to.the scriptui^es of thfe Old Testament. 
^^ This is the stc^e which was set at nought of 
5« you builders, . which is beootne the head of 
f* the corner. '^ The )!>assage to which Peter 
tef&cs is a part toi the i ISth Psalm in which, as 
hithe 34th Psalm, the Messiah is represented 
ascending to the gates of hemfen and demand* 
iag adailssioo id these words : ^^ Open to me the 
*^ gatels of Tighteousneiss.: 1 will go into them 
•' and I will praise the Lord.'^ His attendants, 
and the angelic hosts within say ; ^^ The stone 
'^ Wfatbh the builders reflusied is become the 
f ^ heed 8tpn« of the comer, this is tbeXoni's 
** doing, a,nd it is marvellous in our eyes/' — 
These words Jesus ihiroduced at the conclusion 
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of his parable of the vineyard let out to hus- 
bandmen ; and the chief priests and Pharisees 
who had heard his parables were sensible that 
he applied the words of Isaiah to their hostility 
to him and to the spiritual temple which it 
was his design to erect- " Have ye not read 
this Scripture?" said he, '* the stone which 
*' the builders rejected is become the head of 
«' the corner. And the chief priest?s and Pha- 
" risees sought to lay hold of him ; for they 
^' knew that he had spoken the parable against 
" them/'* A parallel passage in Isaiah's pro- 
pheciesf is cited by the Apostle Peter in his 
first epistle, and connected with this very pas- 
sage from the 1 18th Psalm, which he urged up- 
on the judges during his examination. " Where- 
" fore also it is contained in Scripture, Be- 
" hold, 1 lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 
U precious, and he that believeth on him shall 
*' not be confounded. Unto you, therefore, 
" which believe he is precious ; but unto them 
** which be disobedient, the stone which the 
*^ builders disallowed, the same is made the 
** head of the corner.''^ 

With these words of the Psalmist, which 
formed part of the hymn usually sung by the 
Jews at the time of the passover, the priests and 

« M^th. dl. 42, 45. and Mark 12. 10, 12. t Is* ^S. 16. 
J I Pel, 2. 6, 7. 
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eldeiB of the people were well acquainted. — 
They had also been accustomed to refer the 
passage to the promised Messiah, although with 
their views of his character they could form no 
just idea of the manner in which it was to be 
accomplished in him. Now Petpr unfolds to 
them its just meaninsf and application, very dif- 
ferent indeed from the idea they had entertained. 
''This Jesus of Nazareth/' said the Apostle, 
** by whose power the lame man has been re- 
" stored to strength, this Jesus^whom ye have 
" crucified, but whom God has raised from the 
" dead ; this is the stone mentioned by the holy 
^' Psalmist, the foundation stone which God 
** hath laid in Sion. God halh placed you in the 
*' highest offices in Israel, that ye may build up 
'' his people into a holy ternple for his service ; 
" but since ye have rejected, and cast away with 
** contempt, this precious, chosen, stone, ye 
** shall be yourselves rejected from being em- 
" ployed as builders in the erection of God's 
"glorious, spiritual temple. This stone must 
" occupy the place appointed for it in that holy 
" building, and all your efforts to remove it, will 
'* only tend to your own destruction ; for the 
" stone which has been set at nought by you 
"builders is become, and must continue, the 
" chief corner stone." 
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Id order to enter into the idea of the Apostle^ 
it is necessacy to connect together the two pas- 
sages in the Old Testament to which he refers^ 
in one of which the Messiah is represented as a 
corner stone, and in the other as a sure founda« 
tion stone. The expression head of the corner 
does not imply that it occupied an elevated 
place in the building, but is equivalent to tb^ 
expression of Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians, 
4he diiej corner sione; that is the principal corner 
stonie of the foundaiion of the building, the sup* 
port of the whole, and necessary to the con^ 
nexicm and firmness of all its parts. As builders 
are wont to lay in the corners of the apace pre^- 
pared for the foundation, stones hewn for that 
purpose, which may connect the walls and $up- 
port the edifice to be built upon them ; so iil 
the Christian church, was first laid that precious 
corner stone, which itself forms part of the build- 
ings and sustains and binds together all the other 
parts of it The words of David in the ll&th 
Psalm are referred to in the New Testament no 
fewer than six times, and the substance of the 
application of them to Jesus in these passives 
IS this; that tie was rejected and treated with 
contempt by the chief priests and scribes, who 
ought to have acknowledged him, to have as- 
signed to him his proper place in the spiritual 
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temple, and to have built upon him as the sure 
and tried foundation which God had appointed ; 
but that, notwithstanding the ignorance and 
wickedness of these foolish builders, he was the 
immoveable foundation on whieh his church was 
to be reared, and the connecting bond of Jew 
and Gentile in forming one holy house unto 
God, 

This large idea of the formation and extension 
of the Christian church, as distinguished from 
the narrow limits of the Jewish polity then &st 
hastening to destruction, evidently occupied tb^ 
Apostle's mind ; and dropping the metaphorical 
language of the passage cited from the Old Tes- 
tament^ he concludes his address with a doctrine 
tf universal importance. *< Neither is there 
^^ salvation in any other; fof there is no other 
*^ name, under heaven, given among men,where^ 
** by we; must be saved." Sorely they who 
would confine the salvation here mentioned, to 
B deliverance from bodily infirmities or diseases', 
have not entered into the spirit of the Apostle's 
address. Having charged the rulers and eiders 
with the guilt of the death of Christ; having 
asserted the truth of his resurrection from the 
^^ve t having applied to him the ancient pre^* 
4tctk>ns rejspet^ting Messiah as the foundation €3t' 
\m church ; Peter evidently f'X tends his views to 
the whole dispensation ot tlie Gospel, and de- 
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Clares that all its peculiar blessings flow from 
the goodness and power of its author. There is 
no other name under heaven, given among men, 
no person has appeared in any age or in any 
country, who has communicated such benefits 
to mankind. In vain shall we apply to those 
truly great men who successively appeared as 
lights of the Heathen world. In vain shall we 
consult their writings for information concerning 
the foundation of all religion, the nature, per- 
fections, and government of God ; or for direc- 
tion how to enter into his favour, and to obtain 
grace and strength to serve him acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear. The Apostle here 
avows, in the presence of the great council of 
the Jews, the same sentiment which he had 
expressed to our Lord himself, when, upon the 
withdrawment of many of his disciples, he said 
to the twelve ; " Will ye also go away ? Then 
" Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
** shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal 
" life. And we believe, and are sure that thou 
" art Christ, the son of the livingGod.'** Where 
else can we find such views of the means of re- 
conciliation to God for those who are conscious 
of having incurred his displeasure ; such a pure, 
perfect, exalted system of duty for the govern* 
ment of our minds and for the direction of every 

* John 6. 66-69. 
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part of our conduct ; such rich and enduring 
consolation under all theevilsof life ; and, above 
all, such ennobling prospects of the improvement 
and happiness of good men in the world to come? 
The salvation of which Petet speaks is a de- 
liverance from the power, from the pollution, 
from the misery of vice ; the same deliverance 
to which he directed the attention of his hearers 
at the close of his address to the Jews in the 
preceding chapter, after a train of reasoning 
similar to that which he pursued in the presence 
of the council. *' Unto you first" the children 
of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with their fathers " God haying 
" raised up his son Jesus, sent him to bless you, 
** in turning away every one of you from his ini*- 
^ guities.^'* I may add that the Apostle speaks 
of this salvation as attainable by himself and his 
hearers ; *' There is no other name under heaven 
* ' given among men whereby we must be saved ;'^ 
which he would not have done if he had de- 
isighed to refer merely to deliverance from bodily 
disease or infirmity. 

We may easily conceive the effect whic4a 
this unexpected address would produce, upon 
the members of the Sanhedrim. It appears to 
have been their general policy to check inquiry 

•Acts3,«6. 
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tutor the nature fuoid thith of oiir Saviour's imt^ 
elesy either from conviction of tbeir reality, ot 
from a fear of giving them too gifeat a degree of 
l^nblicity. There was indeed one remarkable 
ease in whieb they began to institute aaioqinry, 
but they were soon covered with confusion, and 
constrained to rel'mquish the undertaking. In 
the case of the man b6r» blind whom Jesus 
restored to si^t, all the reffotts of the Jewish 
rulers served only to confirm the facts which 
Uiey wished to disprove.* Th^r exammatioii 
of Peter and Joha proved equally dii^racefUl to 
themselves^ and honourable to the Cluristian 
cause. They entered the hall of judgment es^ 
pecting an easy triumph; suj^osing that the 
two Apostles, whom they knew to be illiterate 
men, of obscure station in iife, jr would be Over^ 
liwedaixd embarrassed in ih^ presenceof so august 
an assembly, and would either acknowledge that 
the cure of the lame man had been a delusion-, 
or by some expression so farcommit themselves 
as to afford ground fer their puoisfament, and for 
checking with severity the pro|;re6a of theur 
opinions. But how great is the effect of truth, 
expressed with plainness and sincerity, by per- 
sons' conscious of no mme > This assembly, 

tThc vrord traQsIat^d isnor^int signifies properly "private 
*' meiiy* and does not imply that the elders and rulers of the 
Jews thought the two Apostles either deficient in natural abilitle»» 
or unacquainted with the design of their examination. 
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tobsiBtiDg Of tbe iQost emiaept w^ honourable 
men in Jerusalem, re^garded with ihe highest re^ 
spert by the whole Jewish motion, accustomed 
to the judgment and determination of questions 
of the greatest impoi;taAc;e, this veneraUe as- 
sembly .was astonisjbed and dismayed by Peter's 
plain but iirm exposition of undeniable facta. 
This was an issue of ^the examination which they 
jiid not expect, smd for which they were no.t 
pjDepared ; aftd that they ^ight have an op- 
jport^nity to consul together respecting the 
^neasures to be pursued on this occasiw, they 
jgaye orders lihat the two prisoners should tbe le-^ 
.moved irom the cou Ft. 

fiehold here this accompUshment 9f ithe pre- 

jdiction xeapeoting tbe Messiiah in Abe second 

Psalm, "The xulers taking counsel togetjher 

Vagaiast the Lord's anointed;'' for the ennuty 

of >the. Sanhedrim was directed not so much 

Agalast jbhe Apostles, as against iA^ Gbrist whose 

Aervaols they were. But the wisdom of these 

wise CQUnseUors was turned into folly ; their 

beacts.sunk within tbem^ they were perplexed 

And .undecided in their course. *' What,*' said 

.U\ey, " shall we do .to these men ? for that in- 

r^jdeed a notable miracle has been done by them 

.^'as^m^mifeat to all them that dwell at Jerusalem.'^ 

TheyjCQuld not deny the truth of the miracle, 

lit was a good deed, which no law forbade, which 

T 
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had attracted to the Apostles the kindness of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and which afforded 
not the smallest prdtence for punishmient. Peter 
and John declined the credit of the miracle, and 
ascribed it to the power of Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was universally kno^Vn to have wrought 
many wonderful works. There was nothing in 
all this which could afford the slightest colour 
for treating them as criminals. The priests and 
elders were themselves conscious of the truth 
of the charge which Peter had brought against 
them, that by their means Jesus had been cru- 
cified; and his resurrection had been declared 
to them by the soldiers who weire witnesses of 
it. The justice of the conclusion drawn from 
these premises, and urged upon them by the 
Apostles, that he whom they bad crucified was 
the promised Messiah, they could not controvert: 
but they were prepared and determined to resist 
it themselves, and to prevent the great body of 
the Jews from embracing it. When they had 
consulted together for this purpose, the measure 
which appeared to them to be best calculated to 
stop the progress of Christianity in the circum- 
stances in which they were placed, was to enjoin 
the prisoners, under pain of their highest dis- 
pleasure, not to speak at all, or teach, in the 
name of Jesus ; a measure which showed at the 
same tinje their own feebleness, and the truth 
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and excellence of the Apostles' cause. "But 
** that it spread no further among the people, 
" let us straitly threaten them, that they speak 
** henceforth to no man in this name/* 

Upon this determination Peter and John were 
again called into court, and having been severely 
reprimanded, were charged, by the authority of 
the Sanhedrim, that they should not again pre- 
sume to teach the people, publicly or privately, 
in the name of Jesus. Peter might h^ve been 
silent under this injunction, and might have 
considered it as a confession of the weakness of 
his adversaries, which should have no influence 
upon his future proceedings. But thinking that 
silence on his part would be construed into an 
implied promise of compliance with the pro* 
hibition, he again addressed his judges with the' 
same honesty and firmness, but with the same 
respect as before. He appeals to themselves 
for the propriety and rectitude of his resolution 
to persevere in discharging the trust which God 
had committed to him. " Whether it be right 
** in the sight of God, to hearken unto you more 
*> than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but 
** speak the things which we have seen and 
** heard/* " We were chosen by our Lord to 
^' be the witnesses of his life and death, of his 
" reiSurrectioii and ascension. We have received 

T 2 
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<^ his €Oiiiinif»ioii to proclaim his doctrU^ to all 
^' men, and he hath sent his spirit, according 4o 
*^ his promise, to q^s^\fy ua for tkh important 
'* work. We present to you 0$ an uad^niable 
*> evidence of the triftb pf our comfBiasion fr^m 
*' bim^, the miraculous cure wbkb we have per-^* 
^* formed in his na^oie, aod we leave it to your 
'* own judgment whether we ought to be 4eter- 
«( red from performing our duty, by a^y threat- 
*^ ening of pmnishmeiit, or piixMspocjt ot suffewg^ 
" We acknowledge awl rie^ect yoMr autb<^ity 
** aa our civil rni«^Sy Mud we airis ready ^ ftU 
*' times to yield a cheerful obediieQce to yoiar 
*' commafods^ where ibey ai'e jy^t ineoMi^teiiUt 
" with our duty to God. W*e we in y<w penrert 
*^ and we pre not InaeoaibJe of tl>e dr^dful na- 
/^ ture of tht «u|Eerings to wh\f^h w-^ may b^ 
*< aubjected« But while fixture revoU$ from the 
^ view of pain aind death, we trji^ that \i^ aiball 
'* bie:suptporie4 iifider MSeriBga, ^ttmevfiv seviese, 
^ by a higher pdBciple« :aad w^ ai^ resol^f^, by 
" tbe gracie of God, firmly to p«raii^ the fkm 
** path of duty. W^ are in yoorp^wer. You 
^ may confine ins in a noiaotfie dungeon ; you 
** 0say tear our iK>dies by (oritudie $ you may 
** condemn us to tbe same ignominieus iu^ cri^ 
" ^ath to which you ^oo^idemned 9m beloved 
" Lord ; we are prepared not fl»ly *o be houiHcl, 
** and scourged, and tortured, but also to die in 
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<Mif» service, ^hd for the cause which he had 
*« commktedl to »s/^* 

Hotr noWe, haw exsuJted do these meii ap- 
pear? Wha^t d glory e»€ircle» the l^o fisher- 
men of Galifee inf Ihe presence of the supreme 
comt of their nation ? When Stephen was 
bfciught before the same d^uiicft,^ it is said that 
the pertotts present sJaw his* faicc as it had been 
(he fate of an mge\ ; add ttiere appears la have 
be€?n^ in fh<! d^^nr^tenafrvces 6f Ihe iwo Apostles, 
« sifitifer expressfidtt of eompmnve atid elevation 
of ntJttd, which pfoduCed a powerful eflfect upon 
theit judges. What comtnsttiding hut seriouil 
arrrf f atioifial indepemdetwie of mind does f^ttgions 
pfinaipte eoufer > Peter and John were too 
waH acqtiafnfted With ihe value of life to tbfow 
it trantofrly dwaj. They were not fbote, whd 
W6»nld volnntarily rnsh upon danger without* 
Iwvirig any worthy object iti view, 'their nefves 
were ndt ftififde of ifdn,- nor their si fife w^ of bfaSs. 
They were fts topstbte of feeling pain* and as 
filu^ceptible Of alarm at it» approach, ad the pef^ 
sOfis befol^ whom they iitood. Burt they Wefe 
thoroogWy convinced Of the truth of the doc* 

♦ rtsffd, in the aeeouHt ^hich he- gives ot SocrateS'rf defence, 
mtfod^eas (hftt pbikMopher addressing Wis judges in the follow- 
ing words; " O ye Atnenians, I embrace and Fove you ; but! 
will obey Odd rather tham you ;, and if ycm were willmg lo di^- 
niiss me, and spare my life, on condition that I should cease to 
leaeh vfif lelliow citizens, 1 Wbuld ralh«r die a thousand t»phes» 
than accept the proposal." What (says the pious Doddridge) 
are ten thousand subtleties o^ the tfndient philosophers, whcft 
compared with a sentiment like this ? 

T 3 
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trine of Christ ; they had experienced its ef- 
ficacy on their own hearts ; they knew its im- 
portance to mankind, and the copamission given 
to them to be the instruments of its communi* 
cation ; and they felt themselves bound by 
every tie of love, gratitude, duty, usefulness, 
and hope of fature approbation in the presence 
of their J^ord at his coming, to approve them*- 
selves good and faithful servants. They were 
persuaded that their light and momentary suf- 
ferings would eventually further the cause for 
which they suffered, and would work out for 
themselves an exceedingly great and eternal 
weight of glory. They displayed the same eleva- 
tion of mind, and superiority to the fear of bodily 
pain, which distinguished the noble Jewish 
youths in the magnificent court of the monarch 
of Babylon, when he commanded them, upon 
paiu of being cast into a fiery furnace, to fall 
down in adoration of the golden image. " O 
" Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
" thee in this matter. If it be so, our God 
" whom we serve, is able to deliver us/romthe 
V burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
" out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it 
*' known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
•'serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
"which thou hast set up.'^* The intrepidity 
* Dan. 3. 17» U. 
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of Peter and John in this first attempt to check 
their course, was imitated by very many con* 
fessors in the first ages of Christianity, who were 
faithful unto death that they might receive a 
.crown of life. And the same unshaken firmness 
and upconquerable perseverance were displayed 
at the time of the refprrftation from popery, both 
in our own and in foreign lands, in opposition 
to thecr^el and bloody tyranny of the Church 
of ^ome. 

It was not however the pleasure of God that 
these two holy men should be, called at this time 
to rejsist unto blood. By inferior trials God was 
preparing them for more extensive labours and 
.usefulness. The elders and rulers, having no 
pretence for detaining or punishing them, and 
finding that the stream of popular opinion ran 
strongly in their favour, added some further 
threatenings, c^ud dismissed them. No stronger 
testimony could be given to their innocence, 
or to the truth of the facts stated in Peter's 
defence, and it must have been the means of 
greatly increasing the number of disciples in 
Jerusalem. 

. The two Apostles^ however they might be 
filled with gratitude to God for their deliverance, 
were too deeply impressed to cherish the feel-^ 
ings, or indulge in the expressions of empty tri- 
umph. They returned immediately to their 
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own ccmipany, to comfort their associrates both 
apoftttest and private disciplesr, who must hav6 
felt deeply interested in the issue of their trtal. 
When they had related ivhat had taken plac^ 
in the hall of judgment, all thai were present 
poured out theit hearts to God in prayer ; adoT^ 
ing his supreme dominion ; acknowledging the 
truth of ancient prophecy in its application to 
Jesus of Nazareth ; recognising the ditine ha&d 
in the whole dispensation ; and praying that 
they might be enabled to declare With fortitude 
the word of God, and to confirm it by the e%^ 
ercise of miraculous powers* This pvayef is re* 
markable for the sublimity bf its gentitnents, a^tid 
for the simplicity of its arrangement atid &xpt&^^ 
sioh; ** When they heard that, they lifted lip 
*^ their voice to God with one accord, add said, 
*^ Lord, thou art God which hast made he^reiin 
*^ and earth, and the sea, arid all that in thetn i^ r 
<* Who by the mouth of thy sertrint David htet 
<< said. Why did the heathen fs^g^ and the ptebpte 
<^ imagine vairi things > This kihgs of the earth 
<* stood up, and the rulers were gathered togeth^t 
«' against the Lord, and against his Christ. For 
*' of a truth against thy holy childl J^sus whom 
"thou hast anointed, both H^tbd and Pontius 
" Pilate, with the Gentiles, arid the people of 
<* Israel, were gathered together, for to do 
<* whatsoeter thy hand and counsel determined 
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*« i^fote to be doMi And now^ Lotd^ befadd 
<' their threatenings : md ^fdbtf ufttoT tiky wrt^iatt^ 
^^ that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 
'' by stretching fovtb thfinis htttid to hewl^asMl (hat 
^ 0%ns «nd wdftdiera tiilay be dtMe by tbe mMi4 
*• of thy B<rfy Child Jeimr 

As und^ the OM TieMstttteat d»penMtioif 
OtfA f«Mtified \A§ aefMfitance of saetifie^ft ol* 
ptijfeti, by fi^6 ffdiA faeav^, ctr by ft G)a9id of 
glory ; so iti this ifasltand^ be testified hi^ ^eU 
ous acceptance of the prayers of the Apostles 
aAfdi dkci^l^s by d intihifeMatioti ot bh prtsetice 
dAd po^et, h\tA\Ut t^ that wbfcb took pliK^e on 
f be dtty ctf Pehtedo^t^ '^ Wbeti they had prayed^ 
<< the ptdc^ vfB^ frkAkefl trbefe they were m* 
««sdtjibied feg^b^^: sifnd they were all filled 
«^ with the Holy Ghbst^ ai)d tbey ^pake tfaa 
•« Wo*d of God wkh boldriesfe/' 

Hitbefto tre baV6 ^6e«i tb^ ApMtled engaged 
in gdtheHtfg cdtii^erl^ ft> the^ f^itb of Cbfiati by 
faitbflinjr pnblisbitig bid dodtfiney by working 
itiiraeiefei to f>rove fhe^t <^0ttim!sbv&i) frooi hini^ 
and by patient siififbHnf fof hid caus^. Tb€ 
micbeefding dhbpt^r will ^h§W tl$ the attentfoti 
which they p^id to the internal purity and dis'* 
iiiplirie of the febiirch #hfeh they bad (bttned^ 
X desigb, ih my next dii^cOtirSe, tdc&ilsid«r Ibi 
iiwfai ptinishiheiit inflicti^d Ujidh AtiaHifos alid 
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Sapphiras for. insincerity in their profession^ and 
fcMT lying to the Holy Spirit. 

The length of the preceding illustration for* 
bids me to detain you by entering at large into 
the practical improveoient of the account of the 
very interesting examination of Peter and.Jphn 
by the Jewish Sanhedrim ; but I cannot pon« 
elude without .metntioniqg a few of the numerous 
and useful reflections suggested by ^t. 

When reviewing the important transactions 
recorded in the second chapter of this book, we 
remarked the different fa<;e of things in the 
morning and in the evening of the day of Pente- 
cost ; and here we have equal reason to be 
struck with the contrast presented to us by the 
commencement and the conclusion of the pas« 
sage which has just passed under our considera- 
tion. It opens with the view of the two most 
eminent of the servants of Jesus thrown into a 
dungeon, uncertain what fate awaited them, but 
having reason to anticipate that the same power 
which. had condemned their master to death, 
would condemn them to follow him to the cross. 
Uow deeply must their brethren the Apostles, 
and the multitude of disciples who had lately 
en^bfaced the faith of Christ, have been inter- 
ested in their sufferings, and how just ground 
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Imd they to apprehend an approaching storm 
of general persecution? But how wonderfully 
did the God whom they served dispel their fears, 
and turn their mourning into - gladness ! Be-* 
fore the day was closed we find the imprisoned 
Apostles set at liberty, praising and glorifying 
God with their grateful and delighted associates; 
praying for grace to enable them to declare the 
word of Christ with all boldness, and blessed 
with sensible testimonies of divine approbation 
and acceptance. The sense of common danger^ 
and of common intefest,boundthem more closely 
together, "and the multitude of them that believ* 
"ed were of one heart and of one soul : and with 
"great power gave the Apostles witness of the 
"resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace 
" was upon them all/* 

In the conduct of Caiaphas, Annas^ and their 
associates, let us view with awe the unhappy 
situation of men who are decidedly engaged in 
^ bad cause, and whose " hearts are hardened 
." through the deceitfuliiess of sin." Already 
iiad they dipped their hands in innocent blood« 
They had been guilty of mUrder when, without 
the slightest evidence of crime, they declared 
Jesus to ht worthy of death ; and their crime 
was deeply aggravated by the consideration that 
he whom they murdered was the true Messiah, 
his true that they did not receive him in this 



Digitized by 



Google 



9B4 DIS€OURSK TIII« 

ebarftcter^ that tfaey viewed him only m a de« 
ceiver ; and thid circumstance is mentioned t^ 
Peter m hHi addliefss ta the Jews as an atlevintlon 
erf thei^ mvBue. ^^ And noWf bfetbreoy I wot that 
** Ibrotigb igaofance ye *d it, as did also your 
*♦ ruTers/'* Bat tfais ign^rai^^e^ tb» mkappre** 
beiision wats crhttmaK as it aaose from culpable 
iifsfttentioft t6 oui^ Lofd's oharacter, doctrine, 
fifdd mira«4es. Tbdy shut tfaerr ^yes against the 
light, »isdl aef^ under the it^fltie^ee of ^* an 
♦* evil h^art Of tfnbeli^f departing frofO the living 
^<G^/'t Whei^ the soldiets whom ihey bad 
pldd^ at the s^palchre of Jesue declared the 
truth of bis resurrection they could not disprw* 
if ^ Mt Itifstead of yreldin^g fo the force of truth, 
and acting accordingly, they disingenuously 
strove to suppress the fa6t. The Apostle had 
been guilty o( ho crime but that of perfontif»g a 
beaeticent miracle^ and pubUsbitig religions 
truths of the btgbest importance to mankind. 
But th^ idofdenefrs of Jesus^ having despised and 
jrejeeted the preoious stone wbkb Ood bad \k\d 
Ibf ci fdondation, were detertnified to d^troy 
tl^ose who attenSpted to buiM upon it. They cast 
the %w6 Apostlei^inlo prison, and w^re prevented 
ftottt ph>6eedi*ifg to tjxtremity only by f<gars for 
tbelr oWtt safety/ Who does not rejoice in the 
tJonfudion of these impious and cr.oel men ? 

^ Acts S, 17. t Heb. S. 1«, 
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The pJaiii path of sincerity md imth kads to 
a iBaife aad h^f>py issufte^ while the cnoa^peMl pofliay 
parsoed by dieoekful men terminates ia their 
ewfi destracCioa« Peter^ without hesitatioDf 
and with greait firnuaess ^aod jineenity, mswere^ 
the high priest's .question, and at the sane tism 
assented the truth of his coBunission fromJ^us^ 
by whose powier the lame man ha^ been mada 
whoIe« His intrepid deelaration of &cts striijcik 
the flienihiers of the 'Sanhedrim with dtismay, and 
eonflc»iiiided /die melEMisres, prepared forittsnanog 
him. They dumt net avoiar thd>r xlesigfUi 
aod by itheir wuTieriog widedided icourse they 
atrengthened the cause which th^ AVtahed to 
destroy, *^ Whe tway of the widkedv|$ as daipkness, 
^tlwy know not at twbat they f t^fiiMe ; hxA *he 
^ pa^i of tftie righteous k lik^ the shining light 
*' which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
^'day.* 

l» t^beve no 09ber name, wider heaven, gi^^n 
among QUen, hf ^bk:b 'they may ohtaii) fecon^ 
vitiation w4fh their offended maker, ^eliverMie^ 
from 4^he sftavery of v^ioe, ^race to enable l^hem 
to ^erre God aooeptahly, consolation <|inder 
trouble, and ced^tain liope of a blessed fmcnor* 
IfAity ? What reason hare we (then to bless Go4 
for ^having east our lot where this blessed name 
IS Js:fi:Own, where t4>e word oiF 'bis seflva^ion is 
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publicly preached, and where we. have access 
to the regular ordinances of religious worship. 
Let us know the value of our privileges^ and 
study to improve them,^ The blindness and 
ignorance. which have prevailed in all parts of 
the heathen world cannot be denied. It is the 
Gospel of Christ alone that has diffused among 
the nations just views of God and of true re- 
ligion. How ungratefully do they act who 
attempt to avail themselves of .the light intro^ 
duced'by Christianity, and at the same time 
disown and reject the :sorunce from which it is 
derived? " Ougbt the withered band which 
>^ Christ has restored and made whole, to be 
M lifted up against him ?; Or should the dumb 
'^ man's tongue, just loosened .from the bonds 
.*' of silence, blasphemie the power that set it 
*'free,''« 

Finally, In this, as in innumerable odier in** 
stances, we have reason to adore the wisdom of 
God's government which so wonderfully brings 
good out of evil, and renders what at first view 
jthreqitened to destroy his cause, the means of 
strengthening and extending it. When Peter 
and John were cast into prison, the storm was 
gathering around the infant church, and every 
thing seemed to forebode its destruction. But 
he who rendered the calamities of Joseph, of 

* Bishop Sherlock. Disc. I. 
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Moses, and of David, the means of their ad- 
vancement to the honours which he had ap* 
pointed for them, rendered the imprisonment of 
Peter and John, and their appearance before the 
council, subservient to their honour, and to the 
honour of the cause which they supported* 
The Lord reigneth, let the earth be glad, and 
let the multitude of the isles thereof rejoice. 
With unerring wisdom he directs all events for 
the accomplishment of his high purposes ; he 
makes even the wrath of wicked men to praise 
him ; and he renders them the unconscious in- 
struments of events directly opposed to their 
own designs/ Such .has been, in all past ages, 
the tenor of the Providence of that God who is 
wonderful in counsel and excellent in working ; 
and such will be its conduct till the consumma- 
tion of all things shall terminate the present 
system, and make a final separation between 
the justand the unjust, between him that feai;eth 
God and him that feareth him not. '^ Fear not 
" them that kill the body, but are not able to 
'*kiil the soul ; but rather fear him which is 
*' able to destroy both soul and body in hell'"* 



* Mattb. to. 2t» 
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Acts V, i— 11. 

But a cerkm man named Ananias 70ifh Sappkira 
kis wifef sciJl a possession^ and kepi hack part 
of the price ^ his wife also being privy to ii^ and 
brought a certain part, and laid it at the Apostles^ 
Jeet. But Peter saidj AtianiaSj why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the holy Ghost i and io 
keep back part of the price of the land f Whiles . 
it remained^ was it not thine own ; and after it 
was sold J was it not in thine own power / why 
hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart ? 
thou hast not lied unto mM^ "but unto God, And 
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AnAriias hearing these words ^Jeh dozen and gcroe 
up the Ghost : and great fear cdim^ on all that 
heard these things. And the young men arose^ 
^ound him up^ and carried him out^ and buried^ 
him* And it was about the space of three hours 
iifier^ xvhen his wife^ not knozmng what was done, 
ca)ne in. And Peter answered unto her^ Tell 
me whether ye sdld the land for so much ? And 
she said. Yea, for so much. Then' Peter said 
nnto her. How is it that ye have agreed together 
to teinpt the spirit' df the jLord ? behold, the feet 
of them' which have buried thxj husband are af 
t%e' dobr, and shall carry thee out. Then felt 
she dbkH straigthwaj/ at his feet, and yielded 
up the Ghost : and the young men came in and 
found h^ dlifad, dnd cdr'ryirig her forth buried 
Mr hkj her hhsband. And great feat came upon' 
dli the church, dnd upon as many as heard thd^e* 
things. 

GdODKEiss is that^ attribute of th^ Divine 
riftturisi of which all the other attribiites may be 
vie\f^'as modifications. The provisions of iri- 
Sriite v^isdbtn, and the operations of almighty 
pirtwer[ originatie iii the designs bf goodness, 
arid'all donciir in-effecting the accomplishnfeht 
of th^ benevolent purposes of God; Why did 
hk;-wbo Was infinitely happy in himself, call 
into existence thisr bdundleiss univers^, in all its 

u 
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light, and order, and beauty ? Was it not that 
he might people it with countless myriads of 
intelligent creatures, over whom the great spirit 
of love might move, uniting them all in harmony 
and bliss ? When he had reared the universe, 
and filled it with various orders of creatures, he 
looked upon the works of his hand, and pro- 
nounced them all to be very good. 

The introduction of moral evil into this lower 
world maired the harmony, and destroyed the 
bliss of its intelligent inhabitants. The divine 
spirit of love fled from the approach of impiety 
and guilt. When the creature rose in hostility 
and rebellion against his Creator, his breast was 
at the same time defiled with malevolent affec- 
tions towards his fellow creatures* The same 
proud spirit of disobedience which Cain dis- 
covered in his resentment of the favour shewn 
by God to Abel, animated him with malevolence, 
and incited him to shed his brother's blood. 
Cain was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother; and wherefore slew he him ? because 
his own works were evil and his brother s righteous.^ 
When it is said of the old world that all flesh 
had corrupted their way before God, and that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
it is added as a natural and necessary conse- 
quence, that the earth was filled with violence.^ 
* 1. Johns. 12. tGen.6. 11. 
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This was the bitter fruit of those malevolent 
feelings which conscious guilt never fails to pro- 
duce. • And in the history of mankind after the 
deluge, we find that wherever impie4:y prevailed, 
society was torn asunder by the prevalence 
of ambition, pride, envy, resentment, hatred, 
of all those unhallowed dispositions which are 
opposed to the improvement and happiness of 
individuals and of society. 

Never did this opposition to the spirit of love 
appear more decided and universal amongst men, 
than in the depravity of disposition, and disso-^ 
lution of morals, which prevailed at the time 
when the Apostles bf Jesus began their ministry. 
To whatever nation we turn bur attention, in that 
period.df darkness and of crinoe, we see the ra- 
tlonalsmd accountablecreatures of the Almighty,- 
not , bowing down in reverence before their 
maker, 4heir preserver, their governor, and their 
judge ; not cherishing the warmest sentiments 
of love and gratitude to him ; not cultivating 
every kind affection towards their fellow crea- 
tures ; but living without God in the world,- 
indulging the vilest passions, hateful and hating 
one another* And this state of things did not 
^rise from unavoidable ignorance of the true 
God, for all his glorious works declared his ex- 
istence, and called upon men to adore his per- 
fections. . His eternal power and Godhead were 

u 2 
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manifested bjr the. things wiiiohhB bach mode, 
so. that they were withoufe excuse.* They, w^ere 
averse to die knowledge, and service of the 
supreme and rigbteoue rulerofi the worlds and 
to thepurity of disposition and. of aonduct which: 
necessarily flow from fhe.priaoiplp a£Iove t0'hi9 
holy nature- andi law ; and^ iHeih fofpiety: wa9 
attended! by malignitnfi amdi i^ofebce) towards 
their fellow men. The ApiSBtlb*l^aul refyr«i9ent» 
the idolaters of hid tim6 asi '*" fiUed with ail un- 
^^ ligfateousdess^ envy;^ murdefv d^^t«',> dtfeeit^ 
*< malignity ;^' as. no^ only h8rt»rti^oi^(^<id) '^ bu4^ 
** despiteful and proii^'** tdw6rd^<i»eiil^ « wittfou* 
'^^understanding, Qovetiant bqreakeris dei»tttat0of 
•♦ natural affeetionv implicable^ uniuerciRif/'i^ 

Such is the dreadful! piotufe d^ tHe^bo^ben 
world at the time when^ tbeA))o$tt€iS'begtHi^the){* 
ministry ) as rt is- drawn ^ by ^ofie* who 'Was' well 
acq uainted with it. Hisr brethren ,. tUi Jewi^ 
had many advantages^ abot^ 'other nationstbul^. 
they also were .in so' corrupted a^ state that^their 
peculiar privileges^ only aggrarmted tWir guilty 
and provoked the diispleasure; of' G6dv The 
general depravity of this natiimi bad ^ been Ibtel^ 
mimifested in a singular and striking maimer^* 
by the concurrence of^ ail classes* among tbem» 
of Sadducees and PharifseeB^ of Priests and 
people^, in demanding^ tbe condemiiaticm and 
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d^stnacika) o£ i^eems <srhoni they kn^w to b^ in* 
nocettt of what was kid $0 ^his charge, in bafi^ely 
»ubornd«ig aftd liafcening to perjured ii^itnesses, 
tibat the^ might obtain 9&tae pneteiu^e far pitting 
him todea^hi, in prefeurmg a ToU>er and ^imu'Pi* 
devtg to the holy and j%ist one, in T^nt;<^fy ^nd 
pfuelly loading him with abumavid ii^s^it, and 
iii irnprecatiiOg «ipon themselres and on their 
diii^i^n the piioidament duo tosiich atrooioird 
oTiffiea. 

. In the BQftdst of this tnoml de^olntion, spread* 
ing far and wide on every hand over thfe va^ 
/regiotis of the heathen world, where the mmd 
can fitid no spot in. tihe boundless dreary waste 
0n wbich it can rest with pleasure, the CbristiaA 
church riaea like a second Eden^ watered ^by the 
pare river of the water of life, and having the 
Ifee. of life also in the midst of the garden. With 
what deliglit does the eye ot the travetlef, aftet 
(having been long sickened by the view of endless 
«andy deserts of Africa, rest on the softness, the 
verdure, llie beauty of an oasis rising in the midst 
cf the leafless wilderness > With similar delight 
we turn our minds to the newly formed society 
lOf the followers of Jesus, walking in the light of 
the knowledge of the trde God, imitating the 
.conduct of their beloved master, and adorned 
with the beauties of holiness. The principles, 
.the spirit, the maxims, the regulafions, the 

u 3 
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external form of this society, were altogether dif- 
ferent from those of the world lying in wicked- 
ness. There, the most high God, who made 
the world and all things therein, the Lord of 
heaven and earth who dwelleth not in the tem- 
ples made with hands, was acknowledged, wor- 
shipped, and served in spirit and in truth* There, 
the spirit of love, banished from the rest of the 
world, found refuge, and shed its rich blessings. 
In the beautiful simplicity of the Christian cha- 
racter, how amiable do the Apostles and primi- 
tive converts appear, regarding one another with 
disinterested affection, as brethren in Christ, as 
children of the same Father, as animated by the 
same spirit, as partakers of the same holy and 
heavenly privileges, as heirs together of the same 
immortal inheritance. With these first disciples 
of Christ, the principles of love to God and be- 
nevolence towards men triumphed over the 
selfish passions, and taught them to suffer no 
private personal interest to interfere with the 
public welfare, or with the progress of the great 
cause of religion in which they were so deeply 
interested. If any converts to Christianity 
possessed property, they were not required to 
relinquish their right to their possessions, but 
such was the disinterested spirit of piety and 
benevolence that prevailed amongst them, that 
many of them sold their possessions and goods^ 
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and appnea tne price to the support of the dis- 
eased. the infirm, and the aged amongst them. 
In the close of the fourth chapter, after an ac- 
count of the great accession of converts, in con- 
sequence of the cure of the lame man, and of 
the fortitude and constancy of Peter and John 
when called before the council, we are informed 
that *' the multitude of them that believed were 
*' of one heart and of one soul : neither said any 
" of them that ought of the things he possessed 
'^ was his own, but they had all things common. 
** Neither was there any among them that lacked; 
" for as many as were possessed of lands or 
" houses, sold them, and brought the prices of the 
" things that were sold, and laid them down at 
" the Apostles' feet ; and distribution was made 
" unto every man according as he had need.^** 

Certainly, from the time that our first parents 
were excluded from Paradise, never was there 
on earth a more pure, more amiable, more happy 
society, than that over which the Apostles of 
the Lord presided at Jerusalem, previous to the 
persecution raised upon the death of Stephen. 
But it was not long before hypocrisy intruded 
into this society^ and endeavoured to conceal its 
falsehood under the pretence of presenting testi- 
monies of Christian love. " A certain man 
" named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold 
/' a possession, and kept back part of the price, 

♦ Acts 4. 32—45. 
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*' his wife also beirrg privy to it, and brought fi 
*' certain part, and laid it at the Apostles* feet/' 
It is probable that others also had been induced 
by the high reputation of the Apostles, and the 
rapid increase of the nuoiber of their adherents, 
to enrol their names as disciples of Christ, while 
they werj^ strangers to the power and spirit of 
his Gospel. In order, therefore, to preserve ihp 
purity of the rising church, it was necessary, by 
some signal display of diyipe judgment, to w^rn 
of the dang;er of insincerity those who had been 
already received into it, and to strike terror into 
tjie minds of those who might be disposed, from 
unworthy motives, to assume the Christian nanue. 
Of Ananias and Sapphira we have no knowledge 
previous to the account given of them liere by 
the Evangelist. But the imposition which they 
attempted to practise ppon the Apostles and 
primitive converts, proves that they had joined 
the followers of Jesus from improper motives, 
and that they continued under tl^e power of 
principles incompatible with the prevailing iij- 
fluence of faith in Christ's doctrine^ and witli 
obedience tp his laws. Their crimq, atrocious in 
itself, flowing from corrupted minds^ and at- 
tended with many aggravations, deserved the 
punishment inflicted upon them ; and that aw- 
ful judgment took place at a time when the cir- 
cumstances of the church rendered it peculiarly 
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.rea;30iiable. In order to enter into tbi^ ^ubjject, 
5^d to ^derive ijft^tructipp from it, let me req^ue^t 
yp^r atte^jtion to t^p native j^nd ^^graval^on^ ^qf 
fhe crime of tAio^e Xwo unhappy persons^ b^4 ^9 
she circi^oiatauces of tjtiej^ p,i^.pisb;njent. 

]i. Aaani^i^. ^4 Sapphira^ baving sold jt^ejf 
possjesslp^^ brought part .o,f jtlie price jLQ (tUe 
J^pmtleSf decl^r.ing thg$ ^.t w^s thie wlxple, ^xx4 
Uiat they wished it to be put \^U> the coaimoi;! 
stock of the Christian cburcb .pf whi^b 4^y 
^were men^jbers. Tbis was a crime of ao coff^xf^oa 
magnitAide. If w^ cpnsicjer the ci re upoi stances 
related by itke Evi^ngelist, we sbi^M find tha4: 
tb.is ^Isebood w^s an imppsition on tli/s society 
l^rith \yhich Ananias was hir^Sjelf i;onn^qted ; 
r:— t^at it was jde^igped to defrai^4 the Appstley^ 
W.d tbfs >vbole chu^b ; — that heco^ld ple^ fiQ 
app^araace pf e;?cternal tempjtation;rrtbat hj$ piif- 
pose was veiled under th^ pretence of fe))gjpM^ 
principles ;rrand that his ^l^ was deiibef^tply 
and presumptuously directed ^gajnst tb§ Hply 
Spirit of (jrod. 

1 .-— pyery fijlsehwpd tends to subvert tKe cofQ- 
fort, apd to d^s^Foy i\\p yery existepc^ of society. 
Put there ]C(re cUcunas^^nces \vhieb r^nd^r some 
ipstaf^cies pf ^l^hppd iRprp {aggravated than 
gthers. iVp!)pjas ^tte^ipted to de^ejve-r-npt a 
society to w|)icb be was tip^tjle, pp with which 
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he had no connexion ; — but a society of which 
he was a member^ to which he was solemnly 
bound by the vows of his baptism, and which by 
strict rules of morality required all its members 
to cultivate simplicity and truth ; — a society 
where the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart, and of one soul, united by the 
golden bonds of love, and distinguished by an 
open-hearted affectionate intercourse. Not only 
did he attempt to introduce falsehood, confusion , 
and misery into this amiable society, but he de- 
spised and dishonoured the head of it whom he 
professed to serve, and in whose lips was found 
no guile; he disregarded the commands of the 
Apostles requiring those who were baptised in 
the name of Christ, to put away lying, to speak 
the truth in love, with simplicity and sincerity, 
as members of the same body ;* and he deli- 
berately renounced all hope of entering the 
paradise of God, into which shall in no wise 
enter any thing that defilethj neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.f 

2. — But the crime of Ananias and Sapphira 
did not consist merely in falsehood ; their design 
was to defraud the Apostles and the whole church. 
Those believers who, in the pure spirit of Christ- 
ian piety and benevolence, sold the whole of 
their possessions, and committed the price of 

* Eph. 4. 15, «5b ; t Rev, 21.27. 
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them into the hands of the Apostles, were them- 
selves to be maintained from the pubHc stock ; 
and so prevalent was the influence of mutual 
love and confidence in these days of primitive 
simplicity and sincerity, that this appears to 
have been very generally the case. When An- 
anias, therefore, after the example of Barnabas 
and other eminent men amongst the disciples, 
proposed to give the whole of his property, he 
would at the same time prefer his claim to be 
supported at the public expense. His object 
was not merely to obtain the praise of having 
devoted his all to the public service, while he 
retained perhaps the greater part in his own 
hand, but to be maintained from the common 
stock, to which he had no title while he reserved 
at his own disposal private property or gains 
sufficient for his subsistence. If he distrusted 
his maintenance in common with others on the 
supposition of resigning his whole property, he 
might have obtained praise for public spirit by 
giving part, while he openly retained what was 
necessary for his support. But he was evidently 
actuated by a spirit of avarice, which scrupled 
not to endeavour to appropriate to itself what 
belonged to the poor, the infirm, and aged, or 
what was designed for promoting the glory of 
God amongst men, 

3. — In the false representation given to the 
Apostlei^ by Ananias and Sapphira, they acted 
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v^uMfcuiiff* They had entered the Chrii»t«id 
church ^ their 4M¥ii free-choice, and no pe»oo 
pould ht¥e compeiUed thew to rciouiiQ ib it^ j^ 
Uiey had ^wished to wilbdxaw« Thej woekl 
h^Y% acted) therefore, freely in dispoeing of i^r 
property, and consigning it to the care of the 
^po&tiles, although ibei^e bad been aa oMigatioft 
ga the converts to give up ibeitr whofe posBea- 
sipns to tl«e covimoa fiijsd. ^t this was not 
the case. The aelJiog of Uieir estates, and 4ay^ 
)Qg thepi at the Apostles' feet «ras not an aet 
of compvUion, but a^ iastiaoee of voliial^y Ji^ 
I^rality, and public spirit. Ananias migbt have 
fjuffered his possession to nei»ai« unsold* aad 
yet have retained his place adtfongst the dia*- 
pjples of Jesus. He might have kept the price 
ja his ofvQ hand* He iDigbt have contributed 
uny p^rt of it according to hia pleasure^ pro* 
Fided ha had deait openly with the Apoatlea, 
and bad not professed to lay the whole of it at 
their feet. ^* While it remained/^ said Peter to 
him, <' wa9 it iK>t thine own ? and after it was 
•'^^Id, WW it not in thine own power > Why 
^^ hast tboq conceived this thing in thine heart V- 
He had pq reaaon to complain of hardship, 
tempting him to act in a deceitful manner. 
The whole transaction was a wilful continued 
imposition, pi ejected by his own covetous mind. 
A.-i-Thfl crim^ of Ananias wais aggravated by 
th^ consideration that he attempted to veil Ais 
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fitituS umbnr a pnUgiou^ praffsmm We are not 
mformeGt what motives- induced hirtt tK> ^mbt^c^ 
GhHstiatiity in thefir^t iif^fMide^Mv^it is^ev^de^t 
ttfaeh^^wJshed to obtain ai highclraracter among^lf 
tiie dSwiples for diiridter«^ti9d g€nerosity>. Tiier^ 
appearSv however, ffom ail the ciiteu Distances' of 
h\»ctime and'punishijiene^ tO'be good reason td 
ecmxAudk tiitit be valued the respecf of His a«9^- 
oiatiBd oiiiefly as^^el mieMl^ of gratifying hk- ave^ 
rice. Tha« d<)l}«»ing passion iudu<:!ed) biM' fi^t 
m r^aio i^eieretly a gr^rat patt of ttie price cfbisf 
propienjys and ne^tto endeavour to procumsli^A. 
pott from the>pub)t0 stt)ek by pr^etiting theHs^ 
maihing pandas' tHe'Whol^. If ad he' not' beetf 
disle^tedi add' stoppeid in his course, hewduUt* 
hsfVfe rendered 'Subservient to the further gf^ifl*' 
oatioti offtis aVftrieious'Viewsi the high r^potariorf 
wtochiho' might have giAnedi H^had' a forth* 
of gocftiuess' but' diemied'it^ power. He profti^ 
i^d^'tO'SfetnreGcidi and* to- Be deeply inteiifesrt^ 
fbr tbe^pub'Hc good-of his chu^ch ; but hishe^ttf 
was corrupted; c^nd hb* purpose- was- tb render* 
t^se' profeS»ioi»i the rtfe^tw of gratifying his' 
r^gHiiig'^ pas^iot)'. "PMs is the worst^ secies* df 
Hypo^sy, and in the, case of Ananias and Sap*- 
phirA^ it Wffs'd^Uberate atrd long contintred^. 

5.— Dheil' c^imtr waa aggta^'fttWto the highest' 
degree by thtei cb^sidi?faifoii that it wai4 immedi^ 
ately and presuniptii^U«ly»c^mmitted against the 
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hoiy spirit of God, under whose direction the 
Apostles acted. Peter said to Ananijas, " why 
*' hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the holy 
** Ghosty and to keep back part of the price of 
" the land ?'* " Why hast thou conceived this 
" thing in thine heart? Thou hast not lied 
" unto men, but unto God/* "JHe that de- 
" spiseth you/* said our Lord to his Apostles 
when he sent them forth to preach in his name* 
*' despiseth me, and he that despiseth .me, de* 
*• spiseth him that sent me/** When Ananias 
attempted to deceive and defraud the Appstles, 
he attempted to deceive and defraud their ex- 
alted master, from whom they had received their 
commission, and whose power was displayed 
in the miracles which they wrought. But this 
was not all. This man must have known that, 
on the day of Pentecost, Jesus had communi- 
cated his holy spirit to his Apostles, that they, 
professed to be directed by his inspiration, and 
that he enabled them, in particular cases, to 
discern the principles and motives of men. In 
endeavouring, therefore, to impose upon the. 
Apostles, he presumed to ]ie to the holy Ghost 
by whom they were inspired. He tried not 
only to deceive men, but to deceive the God of 
truth, before whom the hearts of all men are 
open. The great aggravation of the crime of 
* Luke 10. la- 
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Ananias was his presumptuous contempt of the 
power of God, displayed in the ministry of the 
Apostles. 

How wonderfully do vicious passions blind 
the minds of those who are under their power ? 
Ananias must have been well acquainted with 
the character of the Apostles ; he had seen them 
cure the lame man, and work many signs and' 
wonders ; bis understanding had been fully con- 
vinced of the excellence of their doctrine, of 
the truth of their commission, and of the super- 
natural powers and gifts conferred upon them ; 
he had joined himself to the multitude of be- 
lievers, made! profesMon of faith in Christ, leind 
aspired at radk and reputation in the church. 
But though his judgment was convinced, his 
heart was not subjected to the power of Christian; 
principle. He still continued enslaved by the 
debasing spirit of avarice* : Avarice was his 
ruling passion, and whatever sacrifices it allowed . ^ 
him to Qwike, w^re made with the prospect of 
being amply repaid. To realize these prospects 
he entered the dangerous, the fatal paths of. 
insincerity and injustice, laid a scheme for ap« 
propfiating to himself part of the public stock, 
and madly hop^ to be aUe to deceive the holy ^ 
spirit of God. 

Now if we [combine tbese circumstances we 
shall be sensible of th^ enormity of the crime 
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on account of Mrhteh Aflafftfe^Hiid'Safpphifa hftv^ 
been held- foitfo as an aMrftll vrdming to all suc- 
ceeding times. They had been received* int6. 
the bbsomt of the pwest %oa\et^ oh' earthy a so- 
ciety where siticem affection and* pferfebt confix-* 
dbnce reigned; They irere cohvinced of tk6 
excellence of itb pribciples* ahd* laws, of>the^ 
beauty of its constitution, and of therr dbli^^tion' 
toenter into ttie iritere^d and promotb thew^* 
ftreof all its menibdns. Btit their Ufeatts' vrem 
depraved*; amd, notwithstanding their comric^ 
tions of truth and^ icnpHssKiona of duty,> tfa^y 
secretly forrti^d^ a ba^ scheme tb deceive and* 
defmud the- holy^sbciety imb' whidh they bad^ 
b^ii«admittfe<i ; in^tbe pnosecdtion df thife-seheme^ 
they acted voluntmly,* add'cbukt plead' no ^x*.' 
ternal motive of cortiptlltldri ;i8frtd they blindlj^ 
and presuoiptuously hofted to^d^^Vfe the divine^ 
spirit^who rest^d^on the Apostiesi' 'Phis tr^n's-^ 
abtion'was unwoftby^Of theiT'Chtfi^dter asChriisft*^ 
ian^s-and if it had been p^rtditt^d td pass with^ 
inipunity, so as'tiJ excite the^ itaitatidil^df dther'' 
unprindipled theti, it lilU^' hl^e't%fniiriat^d> in^ 
the destructidn of the chtfrdh'df (Bhristl 

This, however, is thf« mo*t feVdurafelfe vieW'^ 
that can be takett df the- cr iftfe-of Ananiasi IV- 
is possible that from the beginning^ he Viewte* 
the Apostles as impostbfS^ tlfSthe put on the 
appearance of Christian sanctity merely to obtain- 
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^t Ike »CT\%ioe» v^hi^ b^ wa^e we^ designed 

timt x^nM^uce f» tq ,^q inU^M^^d with the 
li^Mgemmt of spme part o,f ib^ pt^Wil^ :C^P^9 

4lfte- Jft^Wf v«i: }bif^ i«»y be> l^f Apo^tle Peter 
.«p^9!ifrf thf^griH^ c^ Ibis w^ck^d xBfijn mihe 
«aQftii^ tAeii»e wbiqk W^ appWe^ 19 tbe mpRt na- 
iwoys «rim?t ilWQr^^4 ia Scrftpuya^^ .tjipit 

JHfyglM^ u$)M>P AtifW (Iw judgn^nta of ho^vcfBu 

t^BSift. JA i§ f9ai# ^' S^n .€«l«qd i^m^ h'm/'P 
Tte >«»mfi teng«ge i3 Med ber«, v Awipi^ft, 
'' iwAqt h^th S«fiw fiUfiitJijjD^ )>i^irt.^lt«? tp th^ 
^"^ il^^ ^^Uaijid}/' Aodi t« Sfl$^|ktk# 4^?ter p^id, 
'^^ H-ftW hi k /that, ye ibftv^. ifigxee^ t&g^ih^ ^ 
«^*^.<fii|ijBC iA^ spki^ ^4A4f 1^4. <?'' TQit^ttntQod 
i# ircewiritglrtiouj^y A3 pswofeQ Ji*», a?? *h^ ;C|W Wr 
MO a£ Is«^ jd|ii4 ift ilW vf^UMrnei^^, in ^om^ 

^ 9laMMi9 setit(S^9ieQi t^ th^.^^e^P^s f^^Q^M 

JMtot ft^ laii4 Wjbi«h 1^ had promis!^ t€^ t^ir 
£fi«hfi». ^)Beoi^wfr aU ^tb^i^ weD^.wiiicb haw 
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«* seen my glory, and my miracles which I did 
" in Egypt and in the wilderness/* as Ananias 
and Sapphira had seen the miracles which God 
wrought by the Apostles, " and have tempted 
^^ me now these ten times, and have not heark- 
"ened to my voice ; surely they shall not see 
** the land which I sware unto their fathers^ 
^'neither shall any of them that provided me 
**see it, — As truly as I live, saith the Lord, 
^' your carcases shall fall in this wilderness/'* 
The treason of Judas also met with its just a»d 
dreadful punishment. And when Ananias and 
Sapphira agreed together to lie unto the holy 
^host, and to tem^t the spirit of the Lord, the 
judgment which they so wantbniy provoked lin- 
gered not. Destruction from the- Almighty 
overtook them swiftly, and in the moment of 
their guilt he called them to his awful tribunaL 
IL These associates in wickedness were also 
associated' in punishment, and the manner in 
which their punishment was inflicted is described 
in simple but most impressive language* ^^ Ana« 
*• nias hearing these words, fell down and gave 
^^ up the Ghost : and great fear came upon all 
" them that heard these things/' " And it was 
** about the space of three hours after, when his 
" wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 
^*And Peter answered unto her, Tell me 
*! whether ye sold the land for so much. And 

* Numb. 14. 22, 88, 29. 
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**she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said 
" unto her. How is it that ye have agreed to- 
"getberto tempt the spirit of the Lord? be- 
** hold, the feet of them which have buried thy 
^^ husband are at the door, and shall carry thee 
out. Then feli she down straightway at his 
" feet, and yielded up the ghost : and the 
'* young men came in, and found her dead, 
*' and carrying hfer forth, buriled her by her 
" husband." 

It is impossible to read this short relation 
without mingled feelings of terror from the 
alarming nature of the event, of reverence for 
the irresistible power of that God who has life and 
death in his hands, and of approbation of the 
justice of the punishment. The words of the 
Evangelist require no illustration. But the 
eventrecorded in them calls us to consider the 
nature of the punishment, — the suddenness 
of the infliction,— its close connexion with the 
cr]me,<~and the effects which it was designed 
to produce in the circumstances of the infant 
church, and the commencement of the Christian 
dispensation. The punishment was deaths — it 
was inflioted without warning^ — it immediately 
fullowed the presumptuous transgression, — and 
it produced great fear upon all thechurch, and 
upon as many as heard. of it. 

i^sfr^/. The. punishment was dreadful. Vf.ho 
can express the ideas conveyed by thiis singfe 

X 9 
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word, ckatb } Apj^cm^h tlie Mfeles$ bo^ of 
this wretched man, md s^ (be svitonisbiBg 
change which deatii ha$ produof d» His cheejj^s 
are pale, and cold, and motiooileas. His eyes, 
deprived of their lustre, reiaain n one unvaiT* 
ing, inexpressive paiture. Thft t<mg:ae that so 
lately dared to provoke Goi is si^nt ; the lips 
which lied to the Holy Ghost ace seaj^ for 
ever. His conliexioi^ with this, world is com* 
pletely terminated. To all the grandeur of the 
heavens, to all the beauty of the ^rth, he is 
totally insensible. Bistween hia^^ and all hi& 
deep laid schemes q£ avadce and ambil;io.n d^th 
has placed an awful aadj imis^iUe guiphi. 
He is efiiectuaUy separated, from fi^nd^ and 
enemies, and his love and his hatred, aod.hk; 
envy perish. His body will sooul bec(H»e Ipatk- 
some, and must be consigiusd to the.gprAye* to. 
mingle with its kinciced. dust. 

Tbusfai* e^perienoe teaches usth.a.dr^fuL 
effects of. death, and thus far we ^m &Uaw 
out the effiscts of the punishmeat iafiicted^on 
Ananias. But who can discern the wK>iidi»U3. 
change produced on the staf e of his soul ? Who 
can trace its flight into the world of sprits, oc 
accompany it, even in imagjoation^ into the pn^? 
sence of its Almighty Judge, s^sdbed on him 
throne of judgment, and. dismissing: it fiir ej^ 
from his blissful presence,^ tocecfiveiliic^ceward 
due to its eyil deeds ?. 
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Surely ddith i^ the hiost dreddful {Mlrtiihtttetlt 
n^faich mefi Mn iitflict upob their t^ll6w m^tt. 
It is 9tt o«i<;b a d^cklratibn thdi: th^ pdrfloii con« 
njgtied to it is incorrigible, beyohd the fiti^ibility 
of amendment, und thsi his u^iekedh^is cm be 
no longed tolerated in society. Ther« lb sortie- 
thin^ shocking ifi the idea bf being thtis chased 
oot of the woild, violently thdrst from the fei- 
iowsbtp tif mankind, witHodttbe f^oskibillty of 
return, ^kh a tiaitu^ rendered Inftcnibus to aU 
g^ii&ratiohs,'*^bat it is stfU more awfal; wfoen 
thi&l punishoK^nt is thflictcdi ks it was in tb^ 
ii^de of Airanias and Sa^ip^bira; by tfa^ itnmedfat^ 
hand at God: 

SecbnUby, TUetr pfanishment was inflicted i n 
d PidfOem, tiithhui nutf pretiDUs t»Qrking. Deaih 
fir an^ fbrm is dreadfnl. Even vrben its irpprdach 
Is stow arid gentle, wbefc it afibrds t6 the siifr 
ferer time to detaeh his affectibns frbtri bis 
fi^ierrds and iirribeent enjoyments here,' to tsmu 
iiariste td bra nrinfd the sad conseiqujsnces of 
mortality, and to prepaVe for erttering iWo thfe 
world of sffitits j yet wWenf the long expected 
stroke does at hist ^ome, who caft cousid)GFf the 
mighty chiange pVodaced upon tfie corporaal 
(Vattiei withoat most S'errous and mournful re- 
ftccrioittf? Whocafr view, wirtidut distressirfg 
eaarbtionW, that form' which was lately animated 
with iatelltgence, piety and benevotence; be- 

X 3 
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come an insensible clod of earth ? But the sudden 
death even of good men, the unexpected burst- 
ing asunder of all the bonds by which they are 
connected with the present world ; their imme- 
diate, entire, irrevocable separation from the^ 
active intercourse of life, and from all commu- 
nion with the societies in which they so lately 
moved, is calculated to overwhelm with sorrow 
the minds of surviving friends, and to excite a 
deep and melancholy interest in the breasts of 
strangers* — ?How peculiarly impressive then, 
how alarming, the sudden death of a notori- 
ously wicked man, cut off in a moment, while 
he is eagerly engaged in the pursuit of his vici« 
ous schemes ; cut off, without warning, from 
the means of grace and all possibility of repent- 
ance; driven away in his wickedness, and com- 
manded to appear in the presence of his offend- 
ed Judge ! We know not whether Ananias and 
Sapphira were cut off in the flower of youth, 
or when the feebleness and infirmities of age 
should have taught them to prepare to meet 
their God ; whether they were in the vigour of 
health and strength, or reduced by bodily dis- 
ease. But besides the appalling circumstances 
and consequences of death common to theic 
case with that of others, there is something pe- 
culiarly and inexpressibly dreadful in their fate. 
They were cut off in anger, at the very moment 
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when they were offering an insult to the all see-,> 
ing God, by pretending to honour him with their 
substance* While the falsehood was yet in 
their mouths, the awful sentence was sent forth; 
^'Let the lying lips be put to silence, and let the 
^' presumptuous transgressors be numbered with 
" the dead/* 

This leads me to a iJurd view of this punish« 
ment, // closely followed the crimen an4 proceed* 
ed immediately from the hand of the righteous 
ruler of the universe. All just punishments are 
his work, and there are few subjects more inter- 
esting and important to those who feel that they, 
are under his moral government, than the man- 
ner in which rewards are conferred, and punish- 
ments are inflicted in the present life. '^ Is there 
"evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it >*'♦ 
When by intemperance and extravagance men 
bring upon themselves poverty, disease, and ig« 
nominy ; when by vicious conduct they bring 
themselves prematurely to the grave, or incur 
the infamy of public execution ; these things 
take place under God's government of mankind, 
under the laws which he has established, and 
are to be considered as his just judgments on 
the despisers of his Almighty power. Creatures 
are the instruments in his hands, acting indeed 
according to their own natures, freely pursuing 
* Amos d. & 
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t\t€it dWfii Vl^Wd, bui all W^d^tfolljr dife^lM 
by his pttrvide)i<i<e fol* the aeedmf>n^ftieot oll^ 
hig:h f]i<jr^te9^ Mighty cOn<)U«rors, Whb Ml^ 
spt^kd d«fta»t«tk>ft and ^fs^fy met (^itt^h^fV^ 
regions ^tb€l«fdnfa, h^^v^ bei^ iii tWi^thspettr 
hik s^rrintft^ tfie iri^d iti hi^ bdHd for the |i«t)i8h- 
ment of guilty nations. 

1 h^iie tbidgs late phite ^abtding id those 
g^h^fal laW^ by \^hteh God governid th^ wdfld, 
iti the natbral boMt^^ of bis PtoVidehce. Utld^f 
f heir dt)«t'stttOh it in beldom fh^t pH&i^fafti^lit id 
nifflicted iiAmedlAtely U]^6tt th^ cOtfifeiteiofl irf 
Cfrititei^ " dod is Ibttg AdfffeHttgj hot willitig 

* Upon the very important subject ot natural punishmenti, I 
htg l^Av^ td r^ftr iiitb b^ iii j r^d«rl &i ffiii^ nok be atfqUaiOtHt 
with Butler's Analogy of Religion, to the second chapter of the 
firtit p^rt of that InValuabM work. \ ^htA\ tekfe Afe!ib«Hyt<J 
pr^ent in this note a fewsenteneei extracted from it, which havQ 
forcibly struck iiiy o'wd ifiirid. '•The circfa'mS'tailtH of thifse 
p^t\ital pvDisfa^ents, .particukrly deserving our aU<^tioo; arl^ 
such as these; That oftentimes they folio W, or are inflicted in 
eb]lse)}il€fncd of ^tions, 4^hi&h proture many present ad vaptagiBi^ 
and are accompanied with much present pleasure ; for instance, 
iiibkiiHs 4tid bntim^ly d^kth i^ the edns^qUehce offnteiiAp^raii^H 
though accompanied with the highest mirth anc) jollity : That 
ihr^e pufai'shliVents are often il^uth gri^i&t^r tb^n tfie adVanta^ 
or pleisures obtained by the actions of wbich they are thre pn* 
nhiiments, or consequences : Tnat though we may imagine a 
<!otistitutloi]., iti ^bith these oaturaS putiiftfaraents« which are i* 
fact to follow, would follow immediately upon such actions be- 
iiig doriej or very Soton af^er ; we fib4 on Wei doitirary ih bdh 
world, that they are often delayed a great while, sqmetiines even 
till rotig art^r tKd attio^ otcaslonidg them ar^ ibrgot ; so tiiAt 
tbq constitution of nature is such, that delay of punishment is ao 
sort nor degree of prestimpti6n of final impunity : That after 
kuch delay, tfoete natural punishoieDta or miseries oftea comew 
iiot by decrees, but. suddenly, with violence and at once; however 
the chief misery often ddes. . » b . . » . Aft^r mttAy df If e^HM 
checks, admonitions, and warnings, which people meet with in the 
ways of vice and folly and fcxtrava^ee, warnings from their very 
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"^ that bby sbrold ^heriih, but ttet all sfamild 
^^ c^me to nepentanee/'^ Hit spares for a time 
th^ bbnfifcn % tted^ tkat this vine drcteetr amy tdi| 
ihoiilt It, and dres^ il^, to redder it fimitfu); ** As 
^ i Uve^ saith tfoe Lord Ood, I hate no pleaborb 
^ in the death of the wkked, but that the wick^ 
** ed turn frotti hia v^ay and iir^/'t But when 
the hisbrt becomes ad hardened by the deceitful^ 
1I0SS of sin^ that the BiotiVes te repentance, and 
the means of rei^very whiiih God graciously 
fitei^tits are habitually disregarded, he permits 
the i^i^ery whieh men hate proVoked to oTer^- 
tak^ thetn ad a whiHwind, suddenly fcnd irre-* 
iisttbly, and cbnirtrainb the attentive observer 
to acknoWtedge^ <' Yerily there is a God who 
"Judgefh in the eaa*th/'J 

It must be ialloWed that, in many instances^ 
critfainats ^scape^ ih this life, from the full 
^uaidhuiefit which tfaeii' crimes prepare fbt tbdra 
In th% ordinary course of events ; as when thfey 
aife removed by death before the natural conse* 

iialiird ; from the examples 6*f olhefs; frdm the leiser idcotiVe- 
stenees which they bring uf^on them»eiTe&; from the instruct 
tipni of wise and virtuous men : after these nave beeii long de- 
Sj^is^d) itotnti^tL^ tidiculed: sftei* the chief bad coiile<}Ueate^, 
tempoial consequences, of their follies, have been delayed for a 
Itreit while; at ladi ihey br^ak m irfekistibiy, like an aruied 
ibrce: repentance is too late to relieve, and can serve /onW 
to aggravate their distress; the case i^ becbme despefate : ana 
^vert^ aiid sickness, remorse and anguish, infamy and death, 
the effects of their own doings, overwhelm them, beyond pos- 
lAbiUW ctf; reiHed^ Or t^ckpe. Thiv is an accotitn of what i$ in 
fact the general constitution of nature/* 

* 2. Pet. 3.9. t E«ek'SS. II. J Ps. 58. 11. 
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quences of their evil deeds have had time to 
overtake them. And this is one of many evi^ 
dences of the very important truth, that the 
righteous government of God, with respect to 
the human race, is not completed iii the pre- 
sent state ; that a future state of retribution 
awaits us ; and. that wicked men treasure up to 
themselves wrath against the day of the full re- 
velation of God's righteous judgment. But, on 
the other hand, thiere are many instances in 
which deserved punishment has been so closely 
connected with crime, as to afford a visible and 
powerfully impressive display of the justice of 
of the supreme ruler, and to strike the minds of 
men with a deep sense of his irresistible power 
and inflexible rectitude, manifested in the judg* 
ments which he executed. ** This is that the 
Lord spake,'* said Moses to his afSic ted brother, 
when the fire of God had consumed Nadab and 
Abihu on account of their presumptuous and 
impious attempt to defile the altar of God with 
unhallowed fire, *'This is that the Lord spake, 
*' saying, I will be sanctified in them that come 
." nigh me, and before all the people I will be 
" glorified/^* Haman was hanged on the gaU 
lows which he had caused to be erected for 
Mordecai. Belshazzar, by a course of luxury 
^nd profanity, had been preparing destruction 

. • Liv. 10. S. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOUUSE IX. 315 

for himself; but the hdnd writing upon the wall 
announcing that his kingdom was taken from 
him, was an immediate judgment from heaven, 
not only for his intemperance, but for his impi- 
ous contempt of the God of Israel. When 
Herod appeared in the presence of the Jews in 
royal splendour, when the {)eople exclaimed, "It 
"is the voice of a God, and not of a man ;^' im- 
mediately the angel of the Lord smote him, be- 
cause he gave not God the glory. The sudden 
death of Ananias and Sapphira is another snik- 
ing instance of punishment inflicted by the 
hand of God, as a testimony of his indignation 
against falsehood, fraud, and impiety. 

A fourth view of this transaction regards tl>e 
season when it took place, the commencement 
of the Christian dispensation; and the effects 
which it was calculated to produce upon the 
circumstances of the infant church. If we look 
back to the patriarchal and legal dispensations, 
we shall find each of them introduced by one 
or more striking instances of divine judgments 
inflicted on presumptuous transgressors. Cain, 
whose offering was not acceptable, and who shed 
the first human blood, was expelled from the 
divine presence and favour, and driven to wander 
iis a fugitive in the earth, miserable in himself, 
and conscious of having incurred the displeasure 
of God. In the commencement of the Mosaical 
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dispentatioiii not ooljr wt^s the law given inth 
every eirdmnstance 6( terror that tiiigbt impress 
the miadft of the IsrafBlites with awe ( but Nadab 
iind Abibu sons of Amon the high priest, be<- 
cause they presumed to dbspise the divine ap« 
pointmeut, dnd in effect lied uiitb the holy spirit, 
virere cdt off in a moment by fire from the tone* 
tuary, and rendered fclriking^ tnohuments 6( the 
just judgment of heaven. Not lonf afterwards^ 
when Kotah, Dathan, ^id Abiram, sons of Levi, 
rebelled against Moses in the vviMerness, their 
offerings alsd were heft accepted^ and they 
perished in thfeir wickedness; A pldgiie brc^h 
out amongst their foHo^ers^ #hich cbnsamed 
fourteen thousand of them. At the beginning 
of David^s reign ^ when he "(rished to establish 
the worship of the God of Israel inorfe piirely 
and fully than it bad been in the days of Saul, 
UzsSah wds snlitten and died by the ark of 6od, 
because he entroafched ocr the order v^hich God 
had appointed. These instances of severity 
were necessary in order to guard the sanctity 
of divine worship, and to prevent the proffMia« 
tiof) of ditine institutions. In the sam'^ nnmrn^, 
the comtofendement of the Golspel dis^eiiscttiot^ 
and of tlie ministry of the Apostles,' was fbrtt^ 
fied by the sudden death of two false and per^ 
fidious drsciples. The jtidgrii^nt executed on 
Ananiast aikd Sapphhra, was a sial of Peter's 
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ApoBtlesbip, and a aokmo iMming to all the 
(Dembeis of the ctiucch la serv^ the I^rd wltb 
fear, and to rejoice with tremblmg. ^^Gneat 
*^ fear came upoo ail the churdi and upoa a« 
*^ many as heard these things.-^And of the cost 
*^ durst no. man join himself unto tli^cn ; but the 
" people magnified them/^^« 

k dfiserrea our notice h^eire that in ail the 
instances which I have now menlooned, tJk^Bs. 
was a great similarity both in the crime and in 
the puaishoieBt. In all of diem, tfaje pecaons 
offisodiqg vece professed worshippers of the 
true <jnod, and admitted to the ^njoymeijit of the 
privileges of h^ chuich oa earthu in aU of 
them, ihere was. a contempt; of the diTiiie.au- 
khofilAr, and a preaumptuous lemptiiig.of the 
omniscient, all powerful Jebov^h. They all 
teiided to debue .and pollute t^he worshipi of 
God« a»d[ consequently to selax tlie sense. o£ 
isoial and. religious obligatiop upon the minds q§ 
mea, in ihe commencement of thp dispensati(»i& 
of legion und^ which., tbey r-espectively took 
piace^-~There was. a great reseml»%}ce ia the 
punishment also, inflicted on the ofienders^ Caia 
was banished from the society of those who then 
fiaareoti^l^Kl on earth ; and the others were cut 
o(P| i;&om amongst dieir people. They «sere 
brought to <lest«uctiAn ia a moment;, the hand 
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of God was visibly displayed in the close con« 
nexion of the punishment with the offence ; 
and the divine judgments upon Cain upon the 
profligate sons of Aaron, upon Korah and his 
companions, and upon Ananias and Sapphira, 
were all admirably calculated to guard the 
purity of the societies to which they belong* 
ed, and to afford signal warnings to all suceed- 
ing generations. 

In the preceding part of this discourse I have 
endeavoured to point out the falsehood, frauds 
impiety, and hypocrisy tlmt were combined in 
the conduct of Ananios: and Sapphira; and the 
peculiarly pernicious tendency of their offence^ 
at the time of the formation of the Christiaa 
Church. I have also, illustrated the nature and 
circumstances of the punishment which God 
inflicted upon them. Let me now request your 
attention to the improvement of this alarming 
subject. The practical truths which it must re* 
cal to the mind of every thinking naan are com- 
mon, and generally known ; but they are not 
on that account less useful. 

Thejlrsi and most obvious reflection suggested 
by the character and crime of these unhappy 
persons is, that men may enjoy high advantages^ 
may make a fair profession of religion, and may 
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obtain admission to its most sacred external 
privileges^ and yet may remain slaves to vicious 
dispositions, and strangers to the fear of God. 
Cain was the eldest son of Adam, and no doubt 
had been carefully instructed in the knowledge 
of religious truth.; yet his works were evil, and 
he murdered his righteous brother. To Esau 
belonged ther birth right in the family of Isaac, 
and ail the important rights connected with it ; 
yet he secretly despised it, and sold it for a morsel 
of meat. Judas had every advantage possessed 
by the other Aposttes; he heard the wisdom, 
saw the miracles, and witnessed the holy life of 
Jesus ; but amidst all these means of improve- 
ment he remained corrupted and hardened, and 
at last sold his master for a few pieces of silver. 
Ananias and Sapphira were united to a society 
where the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul, where they were 
directed by the counsels and example of inspired 
Apostles ; but these holy motives were not suf- 
ficiently powerful to subdue their unhallowed 
passions. Tjiere are unhappy children and 
servants, who have been carefully instructed in 
the knowledge of their duties, who have been 
taught to reverence the worship of God, and 
who have long enjoyed the blessing of residing 
in the dwellings of piety and benevolence ; who 
notwithstanding all these advantages, harden 
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th€ir kearts againtt all senae of obligMion, and 
treat tbdr paxeato or masAeiB with co^t/impty 
How deep and awful is the cespoDsiJtilii^y lehiob 
such corruptf d cliaraotera lACur fa^. thair afaitsA 
of the invaluable privilegea bestowed upoBthem 
by the goodo^fts of God ! *^. Tfae semant who 
^^ knew bis Lord's will, and prepsuDdd oot him» 
*' self, neither did accocd;!^ to hia wilU abaU bft 
^' beaten with many «lirij>e& iJiitO;wiiQniSDev.ef 
^' much ]agixen,of hi«p. sbaU ipiucb be required^ 
^^ a»d to. wbpsa men have eamBUttad mudnt of 
** bim will they ask Ae moue/^t 
. A second ceflec^ion arisuig from thfi eondiiot 
of Ananias is, that aaea may tnsflrel £ir m tk» 
journey of life befeve they mi^et with those 
peculiar circumstances which urn fitted to dilu- 
cover and display theic tjruiS cha^aeteos^ Balaam/s 
covetous and ambitioua diapositioafiwoDeAeirer 
fully unfolded till themesaengeraof the kiagof 
Moab opened to him. the prospect ofadiKanoement 
to high honours* While Ha^iei hadi no view of 
ascending the throne of Syria, he dof s not ap» 
pear to have contemplated the possibility of it, 
But in the sickness of his royal master^ beiog 
left alone with bim, be wasuaaUe to resist tk» 
temptation, and pejopetisated a deed which io 
other circumstances he would hav€ regarded 
with horror, the murder of his sov^feig^ and 

• Luke 1«. 47, 4t. 
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benefactor. The true character of Judas was rtot 
known to his fellow disciples, till he was tempted! 
by the promise of money from the chief priests 
.and elders to betray his Lord. The possibility 
of deceiving the Apostles, and of being main- 
tained at the public expense while he secretly 
retained part of his property, was the tempta^ 
tion before which Ananias fell, and which 
showed that avarice was his ruling passion. 
How powerfully does this teach us the import-^ 
ance of guarding against the influence of every 
vicious principle, of distrusting ourselves, and of 
oflFering our fervent prayers as directed by our 
blessed Lord, "Lead us not into temptation, 
** but deliver us from evil/* 

Thirdly^ How corrupting, how enslaving, how 
debasing is the spirit of avarice, when it takes 
possession of the so(ri ? **The getting of 
"treasure by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed 
" to and fro of them that seek death/** " They 
"that will be rich fall into temptation arid a 
"snare; and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
" which drown men in destruction and perdi- 
" tion. For the love of money is the root of 
" all evil : which while some coveted after they 
" have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
"selves through with many sorrows/'f " What 
" is a man profited if he gain the whole world, 
• Prov. 21. 26. t Tim. 6. 9, 10. 

V 
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*^ and lose bis own soul ; or what sl^aU a mao 
** give in exci^ange fop bis soul !*** 

A fourth instructton to be derived from the 
crime of Ananias regards the encros^biog: nature 
of sinful principles and dispositions. The covet- 
onsness of that wicked man led hiia;i to deliberate, 
aggravated falsehood and frauds ^nd to impiety 
so presumptuous asF to prqvoke the immedi* 
ate judgment of God« One transgressian of 
the divine law renders otbere in some d^rae 
aee^sfi^ry, and at the saoie time renders the 
Inihd blind to the std oonsequeoees t^ifii^ mus^ 
result fr0m them« The unhappy mt n ppQ08tf^ 
froob one diegrecl of wtckedne^s- to anetber, tiU 
he reaches the appoibted aceii^ of rigbteQiis- re^ 
tribution. The profligate ancl mii^erabti^ 1^0 
are viewed with pity at the close of tb^iroourt^ 
began their youth wilb beUdr iVrinciple^ mid 
bigber hopes ; but they listened to etil eomiael, 
followed ihregular example^ and gsive thetiiBelv^es^ 
up to every vice. " Tl>ey mourn' all the liist» 
*' and say^ how have I bated instrhction^^ atud' 
"my heart despised reproof/'f Ho«^ eairneatljr 
does the wisest of nien exhort thos* who are 
setting out in iife. '^ Cater not into the patb of 
" the wicked, and go not in the way of evil ami; 
*' Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it^ and pass- 
•* away.''$ 

* Matth. l«k 116. t Prot. 5. 11^ IS. J ProV.4. 14, 15. 
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Tbe tasi obserratioa which I shall maike oti 
the character of Ananids^ is, that it was designed 
to exhibit to. all sucoeeding titties tiie odious na- 
tupe and peroicious tendency of the vioes of 
fyiQg, fraud, and hyprocrisy, " Lyings lips are 
^*aD abofDiaation to the Lwd,** aud ^*alyiiig 
" tongue is but for a moment/' " These stK 
^'things doth th« Lond bate, yea aeven are an 
^^ dbcMnioaiion unto him ; a proud books si ^y^^% 

^* ti2Bg4|6, afeilse witness thatspedketh iies.'^^ 

f*<^* Wo to him that increaseth that u'hich i« not 
^^ biSf that covetetfa as e^il ooyetou^ness* to his 
^* faoitae, that he may set his nest on high. Wo 
^' lb biai that buiideth his house by uarigbteous- 
*^ nbas^ ami his chambers by wrong ; tiiat useth 
^hii Baighbour^s service without w^ages, atid 
.'^ givath him not for his wdrk^^'t-^*^ Cursed be 
^^ the deceiver ik^ hath in his flock a male, and 
^^ iK^Weth and sacrificeth to the Lord a corrupt 
^^ ibiilg ; for 1 am a great king satth the Lord of 
^^ hoists, Kind my name is dreadful among tb^ 

Yhi^fearAil pumshment Of these two false dis- 
oipl^k who lied udto tlie Holy Gbosft, leads to 
tM ft)iisideratian of the omniscience of God. 
No bUfHUm eya saw Cain murder his brother. 
Br^t God saw him and said to him. Where is 
Ahel thyr brother ? Gehazi flattered himself 

• Prov, 6. 16, 19. t Habak. 2. 9- and Jer, 22. 13. J Mai. 1. 14. 
Y 2 
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that he was perfectly secure from detection^ 
when he went back and asked from Naaman 
rich presents in his master's name. How must 
he have been confounded when his master 
said to him, Went not mine heart with thee, 
when the man turned again from his chariot to 
meet thee ? " What is the hope of the hypocrite, 
^^ though he hath gained, when God taketh 
" away his soul ?**♦ Ananias and Sapphira had 
no doubt prepared their plan with all possible 
secrecy ; in the presence of the Apostles and 
disciples they boldly assumed the appearance 
of the strictest sanctity, and made the warmest 
professions of concern foir the public good. But 
*^ there is no darkness nor shadow of death where 
"the workers of iniquity may hide themselves/*f 
^* All things are naked and open to the eyes of 
" him with whom we have to do/' J 

How tremendous is the power of God over 
his creatures ? He can bestow life, and he can 
withdraw it at his pleasure. In his hand is the 
breath of every living thing. This power he 
claims as his peculiar prerogative. " See now 
" that I, even I am he and there is no god with 
" me : I kill, and I make alive ; I wound, and 
" I heal : neither is there any that can deliver 
** out of my hand.' 'II He can bring back from the 
gates of death ; and he can consign health and 

* Job. 27. 8. t Job. S4. 22. % Heb. 4, 13. || Deut. 32. 39. 
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strength in a moment to the grave. Our times 
are wholly in his hands. 

I cannot close this discourse without observ- 
ing that the views of the uncertainty of life to 
which we are led by the sudden death of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira,and reflections on the astonish- 
ing change produced by the dissolution of the 
union between^ the soul and the body, are pecu- 
liarly suitable at the present season,*: whea the 
commenceoient of a new year .reminds us that 
we are strangers and . sojourners on earth, and 
that when a few years are come, we shall go 
the way whence we shall not return. By the 
tender mercies of our God, we have enjoyed, 
during the year now past,, the same high privi- 
leges which these unhappy persons secretly 
despised and abused. We have not, indeed, 
like them, had the advantage of the personal in- 
structions and example of the Apostles of Christ. 
But we have been admitted to the means of 
grace and opportunities of usefulness, opened to 
the members of the Christian . church. We 
have been invited to the regular social worship 
of the most high God, and have had jiccess to 
the holy sacrament of the supper, to profess our 
faith in our redeemer, and our obligation to his 
service. We have also, in our occasional meet- 
ings in this place, turned our attention to the 

♦ Jan. 2. 1820. . 
y3 
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tame aerite of wonders of which the first dia- 
ciples were wituesses. We have viewed the Acta 
of the Apostles aa a cootintiatioii'of the mighty 
scheme begun in our Lord's personal ministry* 
We have seen these holy men, after the ascent 
sion of Jesus, mitaculousiy endowed with gifts 
and powers from on high » to qualify them for 
acting as his instruments in the coaveision of 
the world ; and on the same day, gathering io, 
from amongst <iod'8 ancient people, the first 
fruits of the harvest We have beheld f he attea^ 
tation given to the truth of the Apostles^ m«^ 
sion and doctrine by the supematoval tnne df 
the lame man at the gate of the temple, and^ibe 
consequent iiirther increase of the disciples of 
Christ. We have accompanied Peter and John 
to the silence and gloom of their dungeon, we 
have heard their admirable defence before tb^ 
Jewish Sanhedrim, and we have rejoiced in th6ir 
triumphant return to their brethren to give 
thanks to Ood for their deliverance. And this 
evening we have witnessed the care taken to 
preserve the purity of their society, by the de- 
tection of the hypocrisy of x\nanias and Sap« 
phira, and by the judgment of God immediately 
inflicted upon these impious professors Of the 
faith of the GospeU 

What impression have these things made 
vpon our minds ? That God who is of purer 
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eyes than to behold evil, and who cannot look up- 
on iniquity, and who so awfully testified his dis- 
pleasure against their crime, is present in all our 
worshipping assemblies; and so striking a display 
of his holiness should teach us to draw near 
him, in religious worship, with reverence and 
godly fear. The irresistible power which sud- 
denly removed Ananias and Sappbira, can bring 
us also to the grave. Let their doom teach us 
to implore the grace of God to prevent us from 
abusing his goodness, and to enable us faith- 
fully to improve the talents, and opportunities 
of usefulness, of which he will require an ac- 
count. We 4c«ow 4iot • b^w laany of us may be 
cut off in the course of the ensuing year. ^ Let us 
study to be prepared fcf th« approach of death, 
that it may not overtake ys unawares, and that 
we may be refedy " to gii^e in our account with 
"joy.?* " Let U3 giv^.a|l ^ilig^Qce that w.e^may 
^^ be found of Uim in peace, without spot and 
*' blameless/' 
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Acts VI. 8—15. 

And Stephen full of Jaith and power ^ did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. Then 
there arose certain of the synagogue^ which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines^ and 
CyrenianSj and Alexandrians^ and of them of 
Cilicia, and of Asia, disputing with Stephen^ 
And they were not able to resist the wisdom and 
the spirit by which he spake. Then they suborn^ 
ed men which said. We have heard him speak 
klc^sphemous words against Moses , and against 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE X. 339 

God. And they stirred up the people and the 
elders^ and the scribeSy and came upon him, and 
caught him, and brought him to the council ^ and 
set up false witnesses, which scud. This man 
ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words againsi 
this holy place, and the law. For we hax)e 
heard him say^ that this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and shall change the customs 
. which Moses delivered to us. And all that sat 
in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his 
face as it had been the face of an angel. 

There is no situation in which man can be 
placed more deeply interesting, either to himself 
or to his relatives, than when he is about to 
leave for ever all his earthly connexions, and to 
enter into the world of spirits. Then the soul 
looks back with the fondest affection on those 
dear friends with whom it has long been con-« 
nected, and to whom it has been bound by the 
most tender ties, but from whose intercourse 
and kindness it will, in a few hours, be com-* 
pletely separated. Then also affectionate rela- 
tives and friends eagerly observe, and treasure 
up in their memory, ^very expression of those 
who are quickly yielding to the power of death, 
respecting their present state of mind^and their 
hopes of happiness in the world to come. 
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If ««eh feelings me ex^^hed by-tbe death of 
wSinary men, what -must be our emotions when 
We eontemplftte the closing scenes of the litres 
of ihoseiUustfious eha«w;ters, who have shone 
flights of the wotld ? How affecting is the 
ftecount of the last houre of the dying patriarch, 
JhK!x^b, commanding his sons to gather them- 
d*Wcs together, that he mi^t tell them what 
should befal them in the latter day^ ; and, after 
having finished his prediction, gathering up his 
feet into the bed> and yielding up the Ghost ? 
With what respect and tenderness would the 
brethren and kindred of Joseph listen to him. 
When old and full of days, and sensible that his 
fend was-approaching, he said to them, «*'B6hold 
♦•1 die, but God will surely visit you and bring 
*«you o4itt5f this iand> into the land whicih he 
•*iiware to Abraham, and to'Isaac, and to Jacob; 
♦*andye shill tarry up my bonies'from'hencfe ?" 
The life of Moses, the man bf God, is interfesting 
in every part of it, whether we vitew'him as a 
prince iti Egypt, or as a shepherd Ifi Midian, o^ 
astittng in Israd. But after having accotti^ 
J)anied him through the various changes df his 
Eventful life, with what awe are we struck When 
we enter the presence of the h6ly man afterhe 
has received the command to go up to mount 
Nebo, andio die there; when iii the immediate 
prospect of being removed from the people 
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whom be loved, and over whom he had ^atehed 
with parental care for the Jong^pftoe crffortv years, 
he pronounces his (^olemii blessing <m each of" 
^e tribei^^ Md concludes Wtfh tbts expression 
«f triumph : *^ H^ppy ttft thou ^ Israel ; who H 
*' like iinto tbee^ O people sav^d by the Lord, 
^* the shield of thy help, and who i« the sword 
**iefi;hii>e exoellenoe ?"• How deeply must 
Solomon have beeti iitopressed with the dying 
ebarge of his^royal Fatb« ? When the days of 
David 'drew nigh that he ihoUlddie, " I go/* 
Mrd he^ " the way of aSi «he earfh, be thou^heire* 
**fore strong, aiid shew thyself li mati, and keep 
«»the cbatge of <hd l.brd thy God, to walk in 
** his ways, theit thou may^t prosper in all that 
^'thou does!, and Whithersoever tbou turnest 

^' thyself/' t 

The eircumstafices of the deat^i of the.patri-. 
ardbs and prophets were highly interesttng* 
But «infinH^ly more interesting^, in every respect, 
was the death of the author and finisher of our 
feith, who " for the Joy that was set before *bini 
^*«ud»red the oross and despised the shame;**$ 
Bis afiectiotiaie «iddi6rss to his Aposfles imme-' 
difltely bofore he was bettayed, hts last sufferings, 
andfaislai^t^wofds upon the cross, have been faiths 
fully tieoofd^d ; and tbey<«r6 often oalied tomind by 
his disciples Whm^ i^i cotnpliance With his dym^ 
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command, they surround bis table, and com- 
memorate his death. If from the death of Jesus, 
we carry our views forward to that of the first 
martyr for bis cause, we shall find many cir- 
cumstances of resemblance ; many circumstances 
that will command attention and minister in- 
struction ; although the character of the suf- 
ferer, and the importance^nd effects of his suf- 
ferings, are not to be compared to those of his 
blessed master. The destruction of Stephen was 
predetermined by the same persons who, pre- 
vious to the trial of Jesus, sought how they might 
put him to death. Both were violently brought 
before the same unrig)it6.ous, prejudiced, tribu- 
nal. Both were accused, and falsely accused, 
of blasphemy. For the conviction of both, per- 
jured witnesses were basely procured by un- 
principled men. Both were hurried to execution 
by an infuriated mob,, excited and inflamed by 
the chief priests and elders. And both prayed 
for their murderers. 

In the fifth chapter of this book we are in- 
formed that after the signal punishment of Ana« 
nias and Sapphira, the Apostles continued to 
watch over, and to edify by their doctrine and 
services, the multitude of them who believed; 
and that by their hands many signs and wonders 
were wrought among the people. The high 
priest and his adherents, greatly alarmed at the 
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increase of the numbers of tbeir followers, and 
dreading the influence whfch they might acquire, 
made another effort to silence them, by conBn- 
ing them in the common prison. But their 
God, who had formerly supported them when 
brought before the Sanhedrim, and had delivered 
them from the power of their enemies, sent his 
angel by night to open their prison doors, and to 
command them to go and preach in the court of 
'the temple. Again officers were sent to bring 
them into the presence of the council ; and 
when they returned without resistance, the high 
priest said to them ; " Did not we strictly com- 
*' mand you that you should not teach in this 
*' name ? and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 
"with your doctrine, and intend to bring this 
*' man's blood upon us/^ Caiaphas must have 
been astonished at the escape of the Apostles 
from prison, and still more at their boldness in 
daring to appear next morning within reach of 
his power, and to preach in so public a place as 
the court of the temple. His speech shows how 
greatly he was itlarmed at the progress of the 
Christian faith, and betrays also the secret opera- 
tions of his conscience, charging him with the 
guilt of the death of Jesus. The Apostles, in their 
answer, profes^d the same resolution to obey God 
rather than man, as when they were examined re* 
«pecting the cure of the lame man ; bore testimony. 
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io a fe^ w^rds, to the 9401^ £iOt8i mi4 pufolbibeel 
the same doqtrioea " Th^nPcier Md the othtx 
•* Apo6tl0s aMi4«erecl and ft»id» We ouglit to obey 
" GocJ rather then men* The God of our fathers 
" rftwed up Jemi^i whote y^ slew and har>ged 
*'oe^ tree. Him bath G^i f«*U^ with brt 
<* right hand, to he a prine» and 9 9avioinv to 
" give repentaacie to I«rml aad ftwrgiven^s^^ erf 
^' sins* Add iraare his witaessas of thede tJ»mg«K 
<^ and so is also the HtHy Ghost, whom God 
« bath* gives to theoa that obey hino." Upon 
thid plain repetition of the gaJHng chaige of 
wurder againKt llmtb^ this new declaration of 
the truth oi the rtewitrection of Christy and cf 
the Aposttes^ commisisiQa from hiisi, the high 
priest and his aesociates were cut to the bear^ 
and were prevented ftom immodiatdy taking 
Bieasures to put them tt) deatjh» only by the 
counsel of Ganoialieli one of th^ wisesi; membeiis 
of the Sanhedrini. In consequence of his 
advice, they dismissed the Apostles, after hav»- 
tng beaten them, and again comtisanded them 
ihat they should not speak in the nameof Jesus;. 
But their injunctions and thfeatieadiags were 
yain» No dangers or sufferings coukd deter 
tliese intrepid men from disebargiog.the dujtjf 
iof the high tru8?t committed to them* ♦^ They 
" departed from the presence of the council, iieu 
•' joicing that they were counted worthy to sq*» 
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*^fer shame for his name. And daily in the 
'^ tempde^ and in every houBe, they ceased not 
^' to teach and preach Jesus Christ/'* 

la the beginning of the aiittb chapter of tbi« 
booi( we have an instance of the disinterested 
concern of the A-postles for the welfare c^ th^ 
church over which they presided. Till this time 
the management of the public stock had been 
confided to them. But finding that, in conse- 
quence of the increasing numbers who em-' 
braced the faith of Christ, the care of inquiring 
into the casesi and pipviding for the wants of 
the poor^ occupied too great a proportion of 
their time, they called the disciples together, 
and directed them to choose from among them* 
selves some persons in whose integrity and judg* 
ment they could confide, who might be in* 
trusted with the distribution of charity to the 
poor. '* It is* not reasonable/^ said they, *' that 
" we should leave the word of God and serve 
" tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out 
" among you seven men of honest rej>ort, full 
** of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may 
^' appoint over this business. But we will give 
''ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 
"ministry of the word." And under their 
ministration, the word ot God increased, and 
the number of disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
greatly. 

* Acts 5. 29—32, 41, 42. 
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While the Apostles were thus indefatigably 
employed in their master's service, the deacons 
also who were lately appointed, so promoted 
the interest, the edification, and the comfort of 
the church, by a faithful discharge of their 
duties, that they drew upon themselves the 
hostility of the enemies of Jesus. The remain-^ 
ing part of this chapter^ and the whole of the 
seventh, are occupied with an account of the 
attack made upon one of them, of his admirable 
defence, and of his glorious martyrdom. To 
every reader of piety and' humanity, and I will 
add, to every reader of good taste, this relation 
possesses a peculiar charm when taken separately; 
but it forms also an important part of the early 
history of the church, as it accounts for the dis- 
persion of its pastors and tes^chers from Jerusa- 
lem afteV the death of Stephen, and for the dif- 
fusion of Christian faith not only throughout 
Judea and Samaria, but among the Jewish 
families in Damascus, Antioch, and other parts 
of Syria. 

The death of Stephen is the subject which 
this evening invites our attention. Peter and 
John, whose preaching, miracles, and sufferings, 
have hitherto occupied our minds, withdraw for 
a short time from our view, that we may be 
edified by the faith and patience by which one 
of their earliest disciples glorified God. Behold 
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this first Christian martyr placed before an as- 
sembly by which his cause has been prejudged ; 
an assembly where the countenances of all the 
judges express their malice against the prisoner, 
and the eagerness wjth which they thirst for his 
blood ; while he appears composed and elevated, 
with the voice and mien of an angel, superior 
to the utmost efforts ot their cruel resentment ; 
first, calmly and firmly pleading his cause by a 
reference to the ancient history of Israel ; next, 
when interrupted by their violence, he is sen- 
sible that he is about to be the victim of their 
rage, looking up to heaven with unshaken reli. 
ance upon his God, and blessed with a vision of 
celestial glory ; and at last, expiring under the 
torments of an excruciating death, commending 
his soul into his Saviour's hands, and praying, in 
the true spirit of Christian charity, that the sin 
of his murderers may be forgiven^ 

In order to have a complete view of this 
deeply interesting subject, let me solicit your 
attention, first, to the amiable and excellent 
character of this first martyr for the cause of 
Christ ; next, to the accusations brought against 
him, his speech in the presence of the council, 
and the other circumstances of his pretended 
trial; and lastly, to the murderous rage of his 
persecutors, his own patience and joy under 
suffering, and the warmth of charity with which 
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he prayed for mercy to his enemies in the very 
moment of death. And may the same "divine 
spirit who rested upon this holy roan, enable 
me to enter into t^is subject with all the feeling 
and energy which its importance demands^, and 
grant to you, my respected Friends^ the disposi- 
tions fitted to observe and to improve the prac- 
tical instructions to be derived from it* 

I. The amiable character of this wise, active, 
^nd useful man,, requires oiir first attention. In 
the fifth verse of thii^ chapter, it is said of bini 
beyopd a)l his associates^ that lie Nvas " fulVpf 
•'faith and of the Holy GhosV' In the eighth 
verse, it is said that '^ Stephen, full of faith and 
•* power, did^reat wonders and miracles among 
*' tile people." ,, And a^ain, in the tenth verse, 
that they who disputed with him " were not 
** able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by 
*' which he spoke." This is the character 
given of him by the spirit of God. Let us for a 
moment attend to its most prominent and strik- 
ing features. _ , , . . ^, ,^, ^ 

« He was full of faith.'^ This word is often 
iised to signify a firm conviction of the truth of 
Christianity, a cordial reception of its doctrines, 
and a firm reliance upon its promises. And 
^his undoubtedly formed a p^rt of Stepheii's 
character. 'The faith of the Gospel of Christ 
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WttIB ti»e ruling principle id hk «nnd, a prin^ 
ciple which sai>ctified all the powe^rs of ki^ soul 
for tiis Lord's serv^tce. The word iwXh^ how- 
ever, IS fr©q'U«e«riy used 141 a ^tricfrer dense, to 
Mgn\ty J^deiiiy i and in this sense 1 dm iiaclined 
t4» understand it in iiie passage j»efon;.u8, in 
teenwplonAence wi«ch «the |jairallel pas^iages in 
lire 44ird/end gfth verses. iItiW4iS the pos&efi&ion 
tlfnhi« pftDci^pAe that was to determine the djs^ 
dfplas 'iti 4he\lr choice ^of .f he mteti «who wene tti& 
lie 4«!1>fi]sted <wi4fh the distribution xif ike alaad 
49f ^he feilhfol, ^nd wHh the <58¥e of the poof. 
A«d.fUr ^is pwpose'ic was necessary that «heir 
fidelity and probity should be generally '9pppo<^'> 
H^ aiftl *»iknawledged. ** Brethwn,^^ said the 
4^posifles, ** look ye oyt among you se^i^^nien, 
^ 'ef k&fi^ i^pori:^^ Judas, *who hmd -kept -Ihe 
^irt>Ue»tl»ek (ff illie Apotftles-^unng ^our fLoi^% 
4U^/M^as «nifeitbful to his tru^, «nd abused mhe 
ie«mM«!loe wposed in him. l^o femove Ihe 
•dotttiddl ari^ngvlrom'the conduct lof that repro- 
-bate ^Apostle, God raised ^up Stephen, a man of 
^n^firoacfea^lie fidelity, and perfect disint^vested- 
^esB'; «md 'qualified 'with wisdom and grace, for 
ffhe 'fliscfaarge of nhe ^trust icommilted to^him. 
^Hie ^treasur^s -of the ^churdh were confided to 
his care and m&nirgement, and ^he distributed 
^bem^wlth so «xact and tsorupulous probity, that 
4ie csptettianded not only the approbation, but 

z 2 
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the gratitude of all the disciples. From the 
time of his appointment we hear no more mur- 
murs of the Grecians against the Hebrews, that 
an equal provision was not made for their widows. 
All the poor without distinction, who had em« 
braced Christianity, whether natives of Jerusa- 
lem or Jews of the dispersion, were supplied 
according to their need. The charity, the ac- 
tivity, the fidelity of this holy man and his as« 
sociates, suffered none to languish unaided, 
through their neglect. He acted like a prudent 
and faithful servant^ who loves his master, and 
who wishes to give in his account with joy and 
not with grief* 

This illustrious man was also '^full of the 
" Holy Ghost/' This implies two things; that he 
was blessed with the graces of the spirit of God, 
.sanctifying his heart, and adorning his life ; and 
that he possessed some of those miraculous 
powers, and spiritual gifts, which were conferred 
upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost. 
These powers were conferred in an inferior de- 
.gree upon many of the first Christians, by the 
laying on of the hands of the Apostles ; and it 
is evident that Stephen was endued with them, 
from the assertion that he did great wonders 
and miracles among the people* 

This forms another part of his character, his 
active, intrepid firmness, in maintaining the 
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truth, and spreading the knowledge of -the doc- 
trines of Christ. He was " full of wisdom and 
** power." It was no part of the office of the 
deacons to preach the Gospel, but there was 
nothing to prevent them from disputing with its 
opponents ; and it appears also probable that 
Stephen was raised to the office of an Evangelist, 
as Philip was afterwards. Full of the Holy Ghost, 
he wrought miracles to prove his mission from 
Jesus, in whose name and by whose authority 
he acted. Full of wisdom and of power, he in- 
structed and established those who had received 
the faith, confuted the cavils of adversaries, and 
by a blameless, active, and useful life, adorned 
the doctrine which he professed. 

As the Apostles had met with much opposi- 
tion from the rulers of the Jews, as they had been 
called before the Sanhedrim and scourged, with- 
out having been convicted of any crime, it was 
not likely that so active a defender and teacher 
of the Christian faith as Stephen was, would be 
suffered to proceed in his course without resist- 
;ance. Accordingly we areinformed that ''there 
." arose certain of the synagogue; which is called 
** the synagogue. of the Libertines, and Cyren- 
" ians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia, 
** and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.'* '/And 
** they suborned men which said, We have heard 
'* him speak blasphemous words against Moses 

z S 
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<* and against God. And they stirred up the 
^^ people, and tbe elders, and the scribes, and 
'^ came upon iiini and caught hini, and brought 
^* him to tl)e council/^ This leads u^ to conskief 

II. The acciisations brought against him and 
the circumstances of his pretended trial. And 
in order more deafly to understand the situation 
in ^hich he wa6 placed, tt is rt^essacy to attend 
particularly to the facts stated in ih^ close Of 
this chapter. 

Of the numerous synagogues erected in Jeru- 
salem, some were allotted to the use of the 
Hellenistic JeWs, that is, of perecwis.who wem 
Jews by extratciion, but 'whose ancestors had 
long resided in .foreign couniSiecu To kmic of 
these the Evangelist refers when he speaks of 
tbe synagogue of the Lib^rstines ;. a name gives 
by the Romans to islatves who 4iad Gbtaibed tfaek 
Jiberty, and to their children. Fvom the Romani 
Historians it appears th»t tiheite wereimany Jews 
-at Rome of tfam ciass, whg^ ihaving been tdloesi 
captive in ^war, bad iiee« vbid as slaves, and 
lafterwards set at liberty-* For those iibertioes 
wbo visrtied Jerusalem occasionally, or w\io had 

, "* Liberttm Romas mt^lti Jtfdd^se rellgf oms. ^num ftvf Cidliiis 
.illeJn quem est diyinatio Ciceroni's. Tacitus* AanaU .2. ai^, 
•Quatuor mtfUa libertinigentrkt sitperHithne i'udmca idfecttty missa 
ipt Sardinians Horum sumptu &tructa Jiierosolymis ];\aBC-f|rDa- 
-oga, et posili in ea magistn erudlti. 'See Craddock's ^postpJL^ 
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jeturned to that metropolis to settle for the re- 
remainder of jtheir liye'^, this synagogue wp 
erected. Luke n^enfions a^o the synagogues pf 
the Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and of them 
of Cilicia and of Asia : that is, of Jews by birth 
who came from Cyrene and Alexandria, cities 

the province of Cilicia, the native place of Saiil 
the persecutor; and from Asia proper. To 
these .synagogues were attached academies for 
the education of youth ; and it appeals that 
some of them had risen to high reputation, as 
there is reason to conclude that Ganpialiel) one 
of the niosi learned and eminent men amongst 
the Jews of that time, beloneed to the seminary 
attached to the synagogue of the Cilicians. 
The Apostles had attracted so much nolipeia 

who heard them speak in their own tongues, 
and who were likely to communicate their doc- 
iriiie to far /distant lands, ih.at the students of 
these seminaries were eager to display their 
:}?;^ts 1^ di^^ut^g with,!^^^ Chi;istia^^^ and^to 
jgain lie^appnyb^tion and favour of the^rs^upe^^^ 
, by discovering ardent zeal for the preservation 
of A? law of Moses. Steahen who from his 

himself one of the Jews of the dispersion, would 
be better known than the Apostles to the at- 
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tendants at these syns^ogues, and perhaps had 
directed his labours chiefly to their conversion. 
However this may be, he had become an object 
of their marked hostility. . They disputed with 
him, endeavouring to confute the arguments by 
which be established the great doctrine, that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the promised Messiah, 
and that the Apostles were his ministers to 
publish his gospel for the obedience of faith. 
Stephen met his opponents with the calm and 
dignified confidence of innocence and truth. 
They were not able, accustomed as they were 
to all the subtleties of reasoning, to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
He powerfully confuted his adversaries, not 
*' with enticing words of man's wisdom, but ia 
'* demonstration of the spirit, and of power/'* 
In this, as in many other instances in the history 
of the labours and success of the first ministers 
of Jesus, we are reminded of the striking words 
of the Apostle of the Gentiles, in his first epistle 
to the Corinthians ; " Where is the wise? where 
" is the scribe ? where is the disputer of this 
" world ? hath hot God made foolish the wis- 
" dom of this world > For it is written, I will 
" destroy the wisdom of the wise, ^nd will bring 
" to nothing the understanding of theprudent'^f 
As the members of the Sanhedrim were humbled 
♦ 1 Cor. 2, 4. t I Cor. 1. 19, 20. 
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• 

in the presence of Peter and John, when their 
firm and plain statement of facts at once de- 
feated the plans that had been formed for their 
destruction ; so the opponents of Stephen must 
have been mortified and humbled in their own 
eyes, when his superior wisdom silenced their 
objections, and laid before the multitude un- 
answerable arguments for the truths which he 
taught. 

Hitherto the Apostles and their followers had 
enjoyed the favour of the great body of the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem ; and the disputants be- 
longing to the foreign synagogues appear to have 
been encouraged by the chief priests and elders, 
in order to turn the tide of popular favour against 
the Christian cause. Irritated by their failure 
in this attempt, and by the disgrace with 
which they had been formerly covered, they 
had recourse to the same nefarious scheme 
which they adopted in the case of our blessed 
Lord, in order to induce the multitude to cry 
out, " Crucify him, crucify him, his blood be 
" upon us and upon our children.*'* They re- 
solved to prosecutq him as a criminal, and for 
this purpose hired persons to svvear falsely that 
they had heard him speak blasphemy. ** Then 
** suborned they men, which said. We have 
** heard him speak blasphemous wprds against 

* Matth. 27. 25. 
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.%«C9HRj qf this H>KM»Uous Irap,8acti9n, we are gt 
.j» I$>^9 wfeejjigr to4'etefit jpgre Jhe j^jetc^.e^ ijie^, 
who could s^U their oaths and their 80ul§ ; m 
tho^se i^^o^ vfh]i supj^rior qdujj^tion ^^nd pdya^. 
taags^ could ajloj^r themselves to Ijaye jrecourse 
to sych j[]J8bonoi}rable y^ean^, to gratify th^^^ 
r^esQ^Jtfq^nt ajg'^ini|t a person whom |^ey know 
to be innocent of the crime laid to bis cjijirge. 

JTJJ? !?^S^? wMp^ ?hje leaflers of thp ^ws 
put i^tp th^ ipQutbs of tl;ie false iritp^e^ses wbs 
Wf 11 calculated .^o excite popular /ury as^ijift 
Stephen, and to afford a^retexice for groceec|- 
injg ^p^be pjtmosjt exireipity 4d his punisbmeq^. 
,Mpses was ^hejr gre^^t lawgiyer in whom thjsy 
trijstpd^ al) yj^hffsp ^institutions they w?rf pgr- 
/juaded woujd C9ptin|ie for ever. Therp were 
in^eefl in. his l.a^ws mapy intipgli^ns tp bef^^ 
that Jtbose of jtheno which jvere peculiar to tl^e 
t Jew^}i natipu; were des^npd for,only t(qmjporary 
duration^ .t)jat they were to |[iye place, at fti 
appoipt^d lime^.tpa fnpre spiritual jand.y^jversal 
aispepjuiti((Q^ Bqt these intimations the Je^^ 
aJ together overlooked. They flattered tl\em« 
,s§\ve^ tb^t their §x^ected Me^iah would i^ot 
ogljr^ubdue tl^e na,tiqns undef jthejrjpp^ijser,^^^ 
^Q^ld.|mtpovab]y establish every part of thq^ 
ceremonial institutipns,>jkrhi^b God fxfid SfXpn 
by the ministry of Mps^s. Whatever was ut- 
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tered iterog^tory %q Mosjwj tjbf y cou^iderecj 9P 
blasphemy agaiiiftt <5qcI, awd m 4es^rvi/>g $^ 
severest puniaUiBWt ^e»x?uj>qe4 ijp flw^f J?ivr- 
W^ way be 8«mjw€4 tM St#j?^en i^iif^ v^H^ied 
tba <5barwt«r of Moi^ii ♦»< <» *h^ 9<Wt^c»fy 
«Iway« ^ifsqov^rv^^ tb^t r^pf<}{; jBjr t|im w^icb 
was due to h'w bi&b qbardPteFi w th? roefi««a^ 
of God, and tb^ gf e^: lawgiver 4?f ^srae^, Aiwi 
.be jvould ra^^r Uavjj suflP^M the s^yeteff^ to»- 
^urefi than h»v^ utteped^l^Rpb^Bay 9i^i|ap^ <5prf' 
Tb^ acq^sation havfevff wi*? f xcjeofliijgly pl?ia- 
#iblf» fnd qpuW »Qt fell to )rri«afe& Jtbe bigot^ed 
cflHilMtOd^ ^gftiO« » iB?D §/v}tit,VfA» flupiwped 
jOftpaWe lOf 'bflyifig. fi(^mUe4 fiM^h ^'flF^P*. 
"They fttifT^d up j6b^ peiQpl#.,Jaft4;j:beieW^re, 
nf Wd *he ^(^ib^ft. «»d xjflfirw |||M)|| :biB^« «t¥l 

:**<<?»ttgfe^t biwi and IwiOtfglat ]^m i0%h^ cm^eil.'' 
Jtoaginct itheh, thi« hftly.^ap wvJMttJy ar- 
*rai^ed b^rfe tbe i^Hpr«r»e;a<wrj( of jkb© Jeivs as 
.Jpj|\!§ipgbfteq ijUHty irf ^ ivi»§ »»bjlqb «all(^ for 
Hlb0 .'AiAteailt «rewigf»W5i^:of ibe ilatv; }a;Kl fii% 
t#Hs^r^' tt^ ibi^ )jitdge$ >vrere \mmt jdmmm to 
Uteok. rbyi tht^ leE^mfh of t^')Siipmi\9kim9t, the 
yfliri^e^ ifif fb^ fyitk v^\Cbei9t* .HjeJs jaion^, 
,idf&tAluft0 dfiitf t^iTfiiporfcifr^m.biMMniajd,; obtt 
ii(k «^ppifc%A. M Ild!>i9 ite)r] pg bodr^ ^jby i ci^nswrious 

the b^9q>iffl:.:oW0te)bqDfiafi^th 

the elders, and the scribes, their eyes flashing 
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indignation, or sparkling with triumph thattbeiir 
enemy is in their power ; behind him is an in- 
furiated mob, thirsting for his blood. 

Determined, however, as Stephefn's enemies 
are to accomplish his destruction, it is necessary 
to have the form of a trial, an accusation brought 
against hini, and supported by witnesses. When 
they bring him before the council, they bring 
forward also their false witnesses whom they 
have prepared and instructed to say^ ** This man 

ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
*' against this holy place and the law. For we 
** have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 
*• shall destroy this place, and shall change the 
" customs which Moses delivered to us.'^ ■■ The 
charge brought against Stephen is first stated In 
general^ 6/asphem9/^ deliberate and continued 
blasphemy: He is not accused of having uttered 
blasphemous words directly against the most 
High, but against this holy place, that is the 
temple, the holy and beautiful house in which 
the Jews trusted. To speak disi^espectfully of 
the temple, or to prophecy against it, was con- 
sidered by them as blasphemy^ and consequently 
as a capital ori me. Another charge is '^ded, 
equally false, but eqiially calculated to render 
Stephen odious to the Jewish people^ that of 
havmg spoken disrespectfully of their law. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSS X. . 3i9 

This is the general charge. Mid the witnesses 
Bupport it by declaring that they heard him say 
that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy the temple, 
and change the instituUDns of Moses. Here 
we find this first martyr for Christ conformed to 
the image of his Lord,: — the same gjccusations 
brought against him, which the hjse witnesses 
urged against Jesus. When the chief priest^ 
and rulers sought witnesses against him to put 
him to death, and found none, at length came 
two false witnesses and said, " This fellow said, 
'• I am able ,to destroy the temple of God, and 
"to build it in three days/* , This accusation 
had been found successful^injjnflaming the npiulti- 
.tude against Jesus, and the enemies of Stephegi 
hoped it would be found equally successful in 
rendering .him the object of popular odiunu 
The words of. both were misrepresented and 
misunderstood. It is possible that Stephen might 
mention th« prediction of Jesus respecting the 
destruction of Jerusalem and of the magnificent 
temple, as a just punishment upon the Jews for 
their infidelity. and wickedness; and- the pro- 
phets had given the same warning in former 
ages of the destruction of the first temple by the 
armies of Babylon. God himself, by the mouth 
of his servant Moses in whom they trusted, had 
foretold the utter dispersion of their nation, and 
. the loss of their religious privileges, as the certain 
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fcotisfeqtfferit^** tX ifliotHfttaKftiefte:* fin* ttre 'disl- 
tOfted teyfei&f rftaliee Ytew* evety ifejiec't ift the 
inofil miftiVoiiliftjfe ftg^t. ^ i«st«ft«e «tMH<! ht 
j>i-6duced i<i ^vhich 19«'6T>b«4 htid sp«(a»«* tli«t*» 
Spectftiily ^hher of tlite tei«{Ae W rf tfe«la<r. 
1B*tft hi& ifitenTttotihig the ta1s»taW*s whfk* Jesti* 
h'ad pt^SticteA as ^but'W cr«*twfci%!Jtti^i'a6al«tt, 
'6 'pwdictidft p^ffecrty cdnforttfaWe to 1** threflit*. 
^ings fff (iiodfey'Mbses 'hfhns^, Vnts 'ixrastmeA 
irftt) MasfAtetny agaJwst ^osfestttttl ajgartet 'Goid. 
Ih these cri'tfiftnstttflfcfes'Sttefrhfe* iiadiro grotini 
to hopfefOrfaVouV dtber frotii Ws ijtid^ dl- from 
ifcfe peofpte ivhb wittieesfed %is tHul. Tbfc eyes 
df 'both vrete fi^eii 'upcm tiis 'ccwrrrtfeflance to 
Watch the itttiineteidtt tflarde trpon him hy "dife 
te^ittiohy of t^fe'«*tti^se6. ©idlAs'fecte appeat 
Tsithet palltd with fear, br isafet -ddwn by th6 
'Consciousness of gti^lt^ Nd. " All that sat 'it» 
^' the council, Idbkillg ■^ttaflfestiy dti%iiij, sat^ 
'''his face as U fc^'bieteftthe face of an'angbl * 
« Ifye*fe 'repOfbttChed fcr'thfename'of'CbriftJ** 
Said '^(Stelr'to'fhe Jews oftbe dispefsion who 'had 
"Cttibraeed the fttifh df -'Christ, "*appy are ye ; 
■*' for'thfe'spirlt'ot glory and of Gofl te&i€ih npd"* 
«'ydu "t '*' 'Blessed te *ihe tasan'** said tbfi^ 
Apd^le {Tames, ^^hdt endor^th temptatidU ; 
'•'ibr whenlie is'tHed he'^hall receive the crown 
•** df life, Which the Ldrii bath prdfliiscd to them 
•Deul.'as. 1 1 Pel- •*• J*. 
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<**that love Wm/^ 'this iriustVVoussutfetel h^A 
an earnest of the promised glory, in *tii6 '^gfeli^ 
fustre 'adorning hfscountehahc'ea^^ tTi6 be^itfAing 
of his trial, and no ^oubt through 'Aie *i^hblfe '<f 
It ; an^ in the vision of i^^sift stan'din^ 1st ^ihh 
right hand ck 'God, 1by whtch Ke wa*s ielfe vat6*(i 
and strengftliehed iminediateTy befofelid ex^11f(gd. 
Dignfty, mildness, benev6tence,such as'w6 May 
suppose to appear in the coiintenafaces of angels, 
expressed tlie inward peace, 'heavenly *trustTn 
God, firm ani ciieerfuVres6luti6h, ah^ pious fe- 
afgnatibn *tb the 'divine will, which reigned ih 
the "soul of IWs 'holy martyr. ^^Conlfessdrs 'd'riii 
iaartyVs nave often dfsplayed Tntrepid 'firmh^^ 
anj^ seIf^p(Sssb~ssion. Biit somfetTilng rridr^ Wofr- 
aerfal, something supernaAiral, ifk'e 4he l^ilt^ 
of Moses* face when He 'came 'down ffoi!i"^!ife 
mount, .appeaVs to have'invested'StepKen w?t1i 
pecuirar'sptehdouir'ih thVpresence of *his enfagefS 
jpefsecii tor is* If the "glory that appeared oh Hhife 
Tace of Moses 'was an iriSfcsltrdh'oftlj'e favour 'df 
Go^ whose laws he pr6miilgated'to^rsfael,'iHfe 
aclvefsaries'of Stephenshbiiia have been ashamed 
to persist in cKargliig ?in^ "ihe 'cfuiie of'bras- 
pheming tKese^IaWs, a'ihaVi whose couftteri^'ce 
God clothed with glory sirbihr 'tb 'flilat of 
^'oses. HV^KehieV the martyr' himself was^i^en- 
jsibfeof (lie s'plendbur 'of his cdiiht^tiaitte, *t^e 
'♦James 1. 12. 
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are not informed, but it was manifest to all who 
were present at his trial. 

After the charge was brought against Stephen, 
and supported by the 'testimony of the hired" 
witnesses, the high priest addressed the prisoner, 
and called upon him for his defence. " Then 
*' said the high priest, Are these things so ?"♦ 

It is said that Stephen was full of wisdom, 
and we have an evidence of the truth of this as- 
sertion in his incomparable address to the council 
on this occasion, when he maintained, with un- 
shaken firmness, the cause of Jesus and the 
honour of his Gospel. This speech, in which 
he displays an accurate acquaintance with the 
history of his people and of the dispensations of 
God towards them, is remarkable for dignity 
mingled with modesty; strength and firmness, 
with mildness and benevolence. Like the 
speeches of Peter in the presence of the same 
council, it aflfiords a verification of our Saviour^s 
promise to his disciples, when he foretold that 
they should be brought before kings and councils 
for his sake. " It shall be given you in that 
" hour what ye shall speak, for it is not ye that 
"speak, but the spirit of your Father thai 
" speaketh in you/^f 

He begins by reminding the members of the 
Sanhedrim that he also was of the race of 

• Chap. 7. 1. t Matth. 10. 20. 
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Abraham, and belonged to the same highly 
favoured family with themselves ; and on this 
account he claims their patient and candid at^- 
tention. "Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken/^ 
" I acknowledge and worship the same God of 
" our fathers, and I have as high a veneration 
"as you can justly entertain for all the revela- 
" tions of his will which he has made by Moses 
" and the succeeding prophets/' In the speech 
itself, he takes a pretty extensive view of the 
different dispensations of God's mercy from 
Abraham to Solomon, with a design to lead the 
minds of his hearers to this conclusion, that 
positive and external rites had variedin different 
ages, that true holiness was not to be confined 
to any one nation, and that the worship of God 
was not to be immutably fixed to one sacred 
spot. He mentions first the calling of Abraham 
from his idolatrous kindred, and the promise of 
God to give the land of Canaan to his postierity. 
Then he relates the descent of Israel and his 
family Jnto Egypt, and the long and cruel servi- 
tude .of his posterity^ under the kings of that- 
land. Next he turns-to the wonderful history 
of Moses whom God raised up for their de- 
liverer ; his being saved from perishing in the 
river by the daughter of Pharaoh ; his visiting 
his brethren in their affliction, and generously 
taking the part of one of them oppressed by an 

A A 
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Bgyptian.; bis. fligbl mio (be Iftnd of Midi^ 
ytfhete he femained iorty yiears ; lAie np^Mffaiier 
of the angel of the hoi4 to biia i« lbs burainf 
fousb) commMdiii^ hi« to tetura Co £gy|X^ to 
deliver bis brethFao frfHn their loifg bodd«ge ; 
and his leadiog ibem f^flh in tduntpbs dccofd^ 
iog to the divine coovmaad,: aftei having, shewed 
wonders and signs in the Ignd of Egyfil. 

In this part of bis Sfpeech Stephen tatetfrnpts 
the course of tibe lustony in ordar to direct the 
attention of hiis judges to a prediction of the 
Messiah, applicable only to^ Jesu& of Naasafeth 
whom they had cfneified. ^^ This i^ tfaM Mows 
^' which said unto tbe children of ktaei, A pp» 
^ phet shall the Locd your God raise up itnt€i 
^' you of your bretbreni like unto me ; htm shall 
^ ye bear.^'* Leaving the af^ieation to theiUM 
selves^ or till the close of bis afddhress,^ he pro^ 
ceeds to mention the rebeUtouS'Condiiet of Israel 
in the wilderness, and their e:nWMiee into the 
ptOD^sed land under Jbsbua the sticeessot of 
Moses. Passing over the times cfftke? J^udges 
and of SauK and merely mentiooing: tlici reigns 
of Davids and the de^re expressed Iqrthat i»9f^ 
like prince to build a temfJe at Jerasriemy 
Stephen reminds bis hearers of the first tenpie 
huiit by Solomon, and' of the aoknovrledgtnent: 
of that wise king at the dedicatfDn< o£ it, thati 

♦v*S7- 
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ihfe divine J^eserite could not be et>tif(iiiFed t* 
stractores biaih by ftiettj ho'^evet splendfd dnd 
i«?tteit6itr6; " Ho^prt)eit th* most High d w^lfeth 
•« not in t€pmpl^ made w'ith hands.*'* Atid ht 
tson^rms thia sentiment by the lofty expi-esiiooi 
tt the prophet Isaiahv in the last chapter of hrd 
))f<)^liecieis; " A^ sailh the prophet, Htfsh/^ h 
^« fay throne a*d eaftfc f* ihf footi^tool r ithat 
*• h(m»e will ye bviild toe > ^ffhf the Lttr*; or 
«* wtet is the ()kce of my test ? Ekrth nfet my 
«« band^ rtfade al! the^ things^ >^ 

Herfe it moi« be dbvfous to eVeiry HitiiMivh 
f^Mdt tha^Stepbefil leaves hitf slQbjeitunflnfisherf, 
and thai! wifhotM aippTyiftg i^hat^ fafe ha>cl i^^d t6 
bid own defence, he tcftmihates hia^ dpfe^di wHft 
aftf ^btupU bu« feithfbl addresi^ to the coriseleitcei 
of his j^odges. Frdni thie s«raih^ of his^ disbour^ 
H appRsl»^ he #6irild^ teife she^n, if he bald befe'A 
pfefmiWetf to p*oc66d, tteit JeSiirf, ^1^6^^ ft^ 
pWafched,' was? the pi*ophet Whob^^ «k^^feayattc6 
#asi foWfoM by Modes'; and that the Aiai^tyifif- 
oent tertaple 6f Solomon was typit^i of a ^t?ll 
more glorious spiritual temple, to be erected by 
the Messiah, Mi WHtoift the deSi^n of the Mosai- 
^M^diSp^n^tfrMi #ad't6 hk fcrlfilled anU' petf&c^e4. 
He #ttifltf ha^^6 bdi'rte testlAittny tb^tli^rdsWree> 
tJdW, *«tfei«iAnV atkf pow^tt* <* hi^ fo^ef, ^frti 
tev**«SA^rt«!l thJe JfeWs «r rei!^ef\*e UnA 6bHy ttiiti 

*'v. 4S;' ■ ■ .: 

A AS 
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as the true Messiah. But the citation of the 
words of Solomon, and of the' passage frona 
Isaiah, appears to have excited their appre- 
hension, and to have irritated them so far, that 
from their expressions of iltlpatienc^ and re- 
sentment, Stephen perceived he would not be 
allowed to finish his reasoning. • Nothing that 
he had said could haye been construed, by the 
most perverse ingeniiity, into blasphemy against 
Moses or against God But so. madly were his 
enemies, or rather th^^. enemie? of the doctrine 
which he taught, bent oq hi^ destruction, that 
they would not suQer him to speak further, but 
violently proceeded! to. his punishment as if he 
had uttered blasphemy in their court. ' Jn very 
few words, therefore, he does^-^what he would 
undoubtedly have done at greater length had 
he been permitted to conclude hi^ address, — lie 
charges the'm as the .b|^trayers and (murderers of 
the holy and just One, aa their ^fathers had been 
the persecutors and murderers of the prophets 
who had foretold his appearance and sufferings. 

Such were the ^circumsta^cf s of this most 
iniquitous, triah T-be 4;piisideration of the third 
jsubject which I mentioned in entering o^ this 
discourse, tl\e circumstances of the nxujder of 
thi^ holy and excellent man, I shall reserve fqt 
the subject of my next discourse. But before 
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concluding let me beg your attention to a few 
observations suggested by the subject which has 
now passed under our view. 

Gratifying and useful as it is to hear the words 
and observe the actions of such a man at the 
hour of his dissolution, his course of life afforded 
a more decisive and unequivocal test of his cha- 
racter. It was by the faith that Abel displayed 
during his life, that he obtained witness that he 
was righteous. The Scripture gives us no in- 
formation of the manner in which any of the 
Apostles finished their course, except James 
the Elder ; but it fully unfolds to us their doc- 
trine, manner of life, purpose, long suffering, 
charity, patience, persecutions, and afflictions. 
The conduct of Stephen at the time of his mar- 
tyrdom would have been less satisfactory, and 
less useful, if no account had remained of his 
previous character and life. This is given in a 
few words, with the usual striking simplicity of 
the sacred writers. He was a man " full of 
"Ihe Holy Ghost,'* full of faith, of wisdom, and 
of power. 

In this character of Stephen we have reason 
to admire the efficacy of the peculiar principles 
of the Gospel of Christ. Faith, in its most 
ordinary sense as used in the New Testament, 
a powerful conviction of the truth of the Gospel, 
a cordial approbation of its great doctrines and 

A A 3 
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a reiidDce upon thein» — the substance of ihiJig^ 
hoped for, and th^ evideQcp of things Dold^eo^r^. 
was the grand principle that reigned in hU keart^ 
and that $trengtbened and elevated all the powers 
ef h\$ siouK Toliis faith h^ added fortitude \a 
the performiined pf hi$ relative add official duties^ 
in spreading the knowledge and defending rhe 
doctrines of Christ. In his master^s service be 
feared no danger* He was ready not only t<i 
be bound, but to die for the nameof JeW9« 
His fortitude was accocnpanied with wisdom,'^ 
not the worldly punning ofaelfish and interested 
Hien,-^-but the wisdom of innocence find truth, 
•T^the heavenly wisdom i^h^ch is pure« peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. To his wisdom was joined temper^ 
ance, thai self-government by which he was 
able, thrqugh the grace of God, to direct all hia 
plans end actions to the great purposes of hia 
appointment to the Christian ministry. In hiili 
patienee under reproaches and sufferings had its 
perfect work. He considered <^ the c^ntradiCn 
^^tion of sinners" whi<^h his blessed Lord en- 
dured, that he might not ^^ be weary nor fi^nt in 
^>his mind.'^ To these Christian grac^ he 
added godlineas, a supreme regard to the will of 
the most High in eve^y part of his condoi(:t, 
trust in the divine power and goodqets, and ce- 
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«ig«iatii)ii to the divtiid witt i^-^-brotherfy ^ind« 
MsD^ HiMifefetl^cl In hh active attention to t^^ 
ifm»t6 of tti^ poor ;«-«4ind ehatHty, sisUimely ex- 
^Mssed in his pmyer for hfo murderere. Ho^v 
a<wii|>lct«^ kow beautiful, iiow exdteil is tbd 
eiia?aotet of thit first Chri«tiiin' mttityr ! Jt n h 
chM'gtttw on vrhich ih» mitid deligtii» to dweH. 
With flaat^m we «»« Stephen »* citing the oflSce 
*' of a deacon well, purchasing to Mitif^ftr good 
^^ degree, and great boldness in the faith which 
" is in Christ/'* With pleasure we accompany 
this amiable follower of him who went about 
doing good, and whose meat and drink it was 
to do his Father's wilU And when he is arrested 
in his course of active service, and subjected to 
the violence of wicked men, he commands all 
our sympathy^ while we cannot withhold our ad- 
miration of the fortitude, resignation, and pati« 
ence which he displays in the course of his trial, 
under the torment of suffering, and in the imme- 
diate prospect of death. 

The Apostle James teaches us the improve- 
ment which we ought to derive from this sub- 
ject. ** Take, my brethren, the prophets,*' the 
apostles, the martyrs, " who have spoken to 
" you in the name of the Lord, for an example 
" of suffering affliction and of patience.''f 
Wherever the faith of the Gospel of Christ is the 
• 1 Tim. 3. 13. t Jamei 5. 10. 
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prev^ilidg principle of temper and conduct, it will 
produce a character, the same in kind as that of 
Stephen, though perhaps not rising to the same 
degree of excellence* To all Christians are 
given exceeding great and precious promises ; 
that by these they may be partakers of the divine 
nature. And they are all called to be *^ fol- 
<* lowers of them who by faith and patience in- 
" herit the promises/'* 



•Heb.6.1f» 
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Acts VII. 51—60. 

YE stiffs necked^ and uncircumcised in heart and 
earsy ye do always resist the Holy Ghost : as 
your fathers didy so do ye. Which of. the pro* 
phets have not your fathers persecuted? and. 
they havcisldin them which shewed before of the 
coming of the Just One ; of whom ye haoe now, 
been the betrayers and murderers ; who have re- 
ceived the law by the disposition of angels ^ and 
have not kept it. When they heard .these: 
things^ they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teetJu But he being 



Digitized by 



Google 



S62 DISCOURSE XI. 

full of the Holy Ghost ^ looked steadfastly up to 
heaven^ and saw the glory of Gody and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God. And said^ 
Behold^ I see the heavens opened^ and the son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. Then 
thetf cried out with a loud voice^ and stopped 
their earSy and ran upon him with one accord^ 
and cast him out of the city and stoned him : and 
the witnesses laid their clothes at a young maris 
feet^ whose name was SauL And they stoned 
Stephen^ calling upon Gody and sayings Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit. And he kneeled down^ 
and cried with 9 imd voh^i £fHI> lay not this 
sin to their charge. And when he had said this^ 
he fell asleep. 

Melancholy ane th0 ftttU^fQ ^Jlcited by per- 
using th^ accounts of the sufferings of those 
haiy^naen of Qod^ mh6 in titaas {Moty^i^aYid iiow» 
itjs.tol^t ^o{)^, {Kitt tor ^wm^^^wtm cnwUy 
oammitte4 to tHt fl«ieioi for die wmA of iikDd 
^did th^tttrtiai<Niy«)f Jmusv ft in impmsiUii f o 
^isit |h« pluses wkftradAy finiklied IfawieoinMs, 
and amted tMr d^tmoiiy urkh Ae\f Uo«dU»— 
phcM #till rendoFed wclod hy tte mN&orf oof 
llioir «ii#bf in^,iMWatt|Ottt jdlfir«lli«f in i fliigwm * 
tiim upon the vamun ciriUidi«Mn6ee of die 
droadM scene : the fierce^ nnMleiriiiigv 9«ite- 
iHito^ ekuMbg over hts tioXMi ; tbe fMlidn^ in 
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^U ^ fdmj^ ppd terror of mijittry uv^ ; the 
wffo^ftdiwg jaauUit^dfe, mtk tbw varieA 0x^ 
p f^O B» qf feeling* ap ihfiy bftVie bew tllcacted 
by i:nfim%yi by ayafipftthy, or by bontility to the 
SilM^efer ; tbe f^ggpt, tbjs pite^ tb« flame ; and 
t^ kiAy maFtyr hioapelfx pfttieDt in tribulation, 
]kk^ bis Wessecl m^Bter edduring tbe cross, and 
d4«|^9i||g tbe $ba«^t Out mifids ane deeply 
4#0rei9se4 by witpossing Xh^ enquisiteiy paiuful 
9jk|ffei|qg$ pf mei) wh0 deserved to have been 
h^moum^ WHb tb^ gratitude of their country; 
99<^ w^ Hre ^(Hlifi^d by finditlg bpman beings^ 
%^ b^rdencid ag§ilt|st fv^ry cU^m of humanity, 
a^ iQ b^ 6^pable pf iqflictipg auch toripents 
on jtbeir f?UPW cnetture: Op the other hand, 
wb^P m$ turp to tbe $u9eF0r% glorifying God 
ijl the fires* we sire filled wi|h admiratioii. of 
^ir c^nstfii^y« tbeir p^ti^ac^, tfaeie assured and 
triumphant hope. We look up to them with 
gri^itvdci aifiK>k ^s the persiopp tp whom we are 
ilid^bted for pre$^rvipg, and fpr; handing down 
to uf, the b^st and ippst valt»We of blessings, 
tb«l w^4 of Qf)4 apd th^ l^^rily pf bi» ww»bi|i 
9pd ff^vice, 

. 4H tbesi^ mipgifid feelings |iiuat arietQ in our 
minds while we att^ed to tbe ^count giv«n» in 
the words which have been now read in your 
bsaK<9g^ w tbe martyrdopa of the fip^t disciple of 
Gbrifrff wh^ su^rftd d^atb for bis oairt^, We 



Digitized by 



Google 



364 DISCOURSE XI- 

left Stephen in a situation of great interest ; 
placed as a prisoner and driminal before the 
chief council of the Jewish nation, the members 
of which had prejudged his cause, and were de- 
termined to condemn him to death; accused of 
the highest crime known in their law, blasphemy 
against Moses,* and against God ; and exposed to 
the insolence of an infuriated multitude, who only 
a short time before had been favourable to the 
followers of Jesus. Undismayed in this trying 
situation, he discovered a mind perfectly com- 
posed, firmly resolved to maintain his integrity, 
and cheerfully resigned to the will of God. 
The judges and the spectators attentively ex- 
amined his countenance, but there was nothing- 
in its expression which indicated either con- 
sciousness of guilt, or fear of- punishment, 
*^ They saw his face as it had -been the face of 
*.* an angel/' 

In my last discourse I attempted to delineate 
the excellent character of this distinguished 
man ; I illustrated also the accusations bi*ought 
against him, and took a cursory view of his 
speech before the Sanhedrim. The principal 
part of the history still remains for our consider- 
ation this evening. Let us now attend 

lU. To the circumstances of the death 
of Stephen; And that nothing important in 
this most affecting history may be omitted, 
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I shall divic|e the relation of the £vangeUst 
into five paNs, each* of wWch will present to 
us a different view both of the martyr himself, 
and of his enraged persecutors.: His short ad- 
dress after having been interruptcdin the course 
^f his defence^ from the 5 1st* ta the '^Sd verse; 
— The effect produced by this faithful address 
'irp6n. the minds of his judges, in the? 54th verse ; 
**-^The vision ' of celestial glory presented to 
the. eyes* of the* suffering confessor for. his en- 
coiura^inent and support, verses 55th, 56th ; — 
The violent manner in which they cast him out 
of 'thBicity, and inflicted upon bini the, punish- 
ment -vrhich the law/denouhced against the blas- 
fiiiemer^ verses 57th, 58th ;— -And- the conduct 
and: prayer of this illustrious sdiht in his dying 
•moiBients, Verses 59th, 60th. 
' Firsts When interrupted in his defence, and 
ptrevented from showing that Jesus of^ Nazareth 
had all the characters of the promised Messiah, 
Stephen occdpieA the short time that remained 
to him,fin:pointing out to the chief priests, elders, 
bnd iauUitUdeithefirtrue character, and assuring 
tbemfthat in refusing to listen to his word, they 
resisted/ thje holy spirit of God; and.iniiitated the 
wickedn€^s of their fathers who. had persecuted 
Imd.skiki the propbetsiof God. '"^Ye stiff necked, 
f^jand uticircurticwed in heart and ears, ye do 
*' alwj^ys resist the -Holy Ghosts .as your fathers 
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•* dki^ •« do ye. Which of «fce prophdts havfe 
^*tkot year fiiAh^ peitecut^d ? «nd tioey btve 
** fthiii Ihem wbioh shewed before nl the coming 
*^ of the Jitst One ; nS whdcnf ye have be^ hem 
«• the betrayers aid rouvdenirs : Wfaa bftve r^ 
'^oehred the laur by fcbt dkpOsitbtt(xf an^fo, 
'«bothahr^notke|(tit/'^ 

The eMfltfaa of Slq^ieir' had Us Hfe in ibeir 
bends. They ytite taew 6f blciad vHio^ like the 
enenii^s of Darvidv bre^faeif out chieilty; Tbtir 
rage was ialbmed by tb^ ealii«es9 and digonty 
of the prisoner's CQiiddet,> by Ibcr firrmrdsa of his 
defence, afnd by his appiicafticin of the wonts of 
Isaiah to the tenipie ii» wbibh tUey yldried; 
But, steadfast in his pUrpabd^ and prepared to 
glorify his God by suAsr^ngtaad'd^ath^ the Holy 
martyr made no attenoiptfo Aottiiy their rtsenti- 
inent, or to mote their cootpassiedb. Hegiave 
his dyiiig testimony' ^egsimBt the incdrrigibik 
murderers of the Meffiiiali and perseoutors! of' biri 
disciples; '^ As yom ibthets did/' said be, ** so 
*^ do ye." H^ evidently referrad tb the begins 
nirig of his speech in ^i^iicti' be had: mentiobed 
the persecution^ of Jeeieph-'by his bsetftirenvaiild 
tho rebellion of tl^i^ fethi^9^ agmnft Moies m 
ihe wiiderhess. **Ye discovetf Itbe^ Mthe vsN- 
'* hallowed spirit of oppbsiltorito the Will oF^God 
^'' which iiidbced JMeph's brethren cruelly tb 
^^ betray, him and sell him as ar^lare ; tbfi samli 
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*^ pfoad unhirnrblecl i^frft which apptwf^d M 
^^ your fialliel» wbeo they mwifaured against yeut 
^^ kn/rgivw Moses^ disreg^MKl^d tbosb n»irade» 
" which were the seal of his? eo^mmisaioo, pro-- 
" voked God by making a golden calf as the 
^^ object of their worsfa'rp, and proposed tochoose 
" another lejwier under whose condact they 
^* might return to Egyptw The prophets whom 
** Gk)d mercifully raised ap at diflfe^eht trme^ to 
** wtim yoHT fatherij of their danger, th'^y per-- 
^ secuted and sle^ ; and of thdt Holy and Just 
" One who was foretold by patriarchs and pfo* 
** phet«^> ind prefigured by the kw of Moses, 
** andi tfce iiaerifiee& of the t6diple,-^of this bol}^ 
^ and rijghleoits person v t/Q have been* the be^ 
^* trd(fe^*aiid itiufderets. Nothing i^ to be ex^ 
**' peeled^ frbttiydu butUDin^rrupfted^resistmee 
'^ to tJae d^irit of truth. You fill up the mie^mre 
^^'of tbe^ imqAiittefi^ of ybur fathOrs^^, b^t f/oir guil^ 
** iiS' greatly mwe: ^grarated tbm- fhtirs^ aiirf 
** your patiishment also shiiH' be more drisadfuli 
** For their rejection ol^MoSes and the prophets, 
*^f^at nalioaaV ealaliMties were' inflicted upoil 
** them,; tSi«ir teoi^id was burnt, and thtsir land 
* ' lay desolilte for many years. More extensive 
^^aud calataiiitolisjudgmeQts avi^it? your crimies, 
•* v^ho have bctt* guilty of crucify ifig tfce soi^ of 
*' Godv' Ye charge me witli blasphemy ^gains« 
" Mos^i but yoU' arc^ yourselves' the violators 
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" of that law which was given from Sinai in such 
** awful majesty by the ministry of angels, and 
*'ye ^re despisers of the authority of Moses 
** whom ye profess to venerate. 

Secondlf/, We may easily conceive the in- 
ward torture of Stephen^s persecutors and the 
madness of their rage when they heard this 
address. The expression of: the Evangelist is 
exceedingly emphatical. " They were cut to 
"the heart, and they gnashed on him with their 
"teeth/' ' 

How powerful is the word'of God upon the 
hearts of men? But how alarmingly different 
are the effects which it produces in different 
cases ? Of the four kinds of soil on which the 
sower in the parable cast good Eced, one only 
was fruitful. The persons whom Peter ad-* 
dressed on the day of Pentecost were exceed- 
ingly, distressed, but the distress in their case 
was salutary, and led them anxiously to inquire,' 
Men and brethren, what shall we do to be saved >* 
The same truths produced very different con-' 
sequences in the minds of the hardened and ob-' 
stinate hearers of Stephen. In the former case' 
Peter's powerful reasoning and exhortations' 
awakened the most serious reflexions, and dis-' 
posed the minds of those whom he addressed to 
receive with pleasure drvine truth. Under the' 
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equally powerful reasonings, dud more point- 
ed accusalioi^s of Stephen, his judges were 
self condemned ; the worst passions of their 
souls were irritated, and produced i» diem an 
anticipation of the torments of helL The pub- 
Kc uiidetiiable charge of imitating the conduct 
of tbetr fathers m rebelling agaimst God, of vio- 
lating the l»w of Moses whom they affected so 
highly to revere, aiid of crucifying the Messiah 
whom ibej' ought to have received with joy, 
eut them to tlie heart, and they couid not for- 
bear discovering the anguish of their minds by 
gnashing upon him with their teelh» 

There is something wooderfuUy expressive in 
these words, " They were cut to the heaf t, and 
^ they gtiashed on him with their teeth.^' The 
iifst of these expi'essions is. the sanie which is 
used by the Apostle to tihe Hebl-ews, when enu- 
merating the sufferings of those great men of 
whom the world was not worthy, he says of 
some that they were sdx9n asunder. The internal 
K^ture of these wicked men was more intoler- 
able than the utmost severity of bodily suffering 
wit^h which they endeavoured to torment the 
victim of their malice. At the beginning of his 
defeoce, they had se^n hii* fece as it had been 
the face of an angel. They had heard him speak 
with *11 the calmness, #ith all the dignity, with 
tfU the authority of a messenger from heave«* 

B B 
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But these expressions of superiority to their 
hatred, these evidences of support and consola-* 
tion to which they were themselves strangers, 
only inflamed their rage. The Psalmist describ- 
ing the malignity of vicious men against those 
whose internal enjoyments are above all the 
efforts of their power, says, '' The wicked shall 
*' see it and be grieved, he shall gnash with his 
'* teeth, and melt away/^ Indeed this is repeat- 
edly mentioned by our Saviour as an expression 
of the torments of the finally impenitent, who 
are castMnto outer darkness ; and these torments 
the murderers of Stephen already felt. 

Ah ! how little does true happiness depend on 
external and adventitious circumstances ? With* 
out a knowledge of the feelings Of the di£ferent 
parties, any ordinary observer would have pro- 
nounced the proud persecutors of Stephen 
happy; and the man who was placed at their bar, 
accused of such crimes, and about to be con- 
signed to a dreajdful death, the most mi^rable 
of men. But how fallacious would this judg- 
ment have been ? While they cannot conceal 
the indignation, and desire of revenge, which 
agonize their minds, their devoted victim i& 
transported with the view of celestial glory. 

Ti^/rJ^, From the misery of an evil conscience^ 
and the fury of malevolent passions, let us turn 
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to the charity and benevolence of a Christian* 
who manifests ** the peace of God which passeth 
"all understanding ruling in his heart and mind/* 
" But he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
" up steadfastly into heaven^ and saw the glory 
" of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 
"of God/^ When he was called to the service 
of Christ in his church, his character was that 
of a man " full of faith and of the Holy Ghost ;'* 
and now that he is called to suffer unto death 
for the cause of his Lord, he has the same spirit 
of faith and love, of fortitude and trust, of holy 
resignation and humble hope. . He is richly 
furnished with all those graces of the spirit of 
God which are suitable to the trials and suffer- 
ings assigned to him« God perfects his strength 
in his servant's weakness. As the sufferer's af- 
flictions abound, the consolations of God yet 
more abound in him. In the day of danger and 
trial, he is not alone ; his God is with him to sup- 
port and strengthen him under all his troubles. 

" Full of the Holy Ghost, he looked up stead-^ 
" fastly into heaven.*' He did not look around, 
to see if there was any possibility of escape* 
He did not exaoCiine the countenances of his 
judges or of the spectators, in expectation of 
observing some expression of relenting pity, or 
returning favour. He turned from the fury of 
his persecutors, and lifted up his eyes to God. 

BBS 
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He was ready to be offered. The timfe of fiiv 
departure was at hand. He had fought a go<)d 
£ght : be bad finished his eourse ; be had kept, 
the faith. He lifted up bi^ eyes to the crowa 
of righteousness laid up for him, and to be coo^ 
ferred upon him by bis righteous j^dige. Hi* 
looked up to heaven in fervent prayer for strength 
to support him in the dreadful conflict upo^ 
which be was entering. And God answered 
<he supplication of his suffering seWant by a 
nngular representation of divine gk^ry to his 
mind. *^ He saw the glory of God, aad J^esus 
^^ standing at the right hand of God> Behold/' 
said he, ^^ I see the heavens opened, abd Jesus 
" standing at the right hand of God/* 

" How do all other of the spletadid sfgfats*' 
says an eloquent writer on this subject, "which 
have been exhibitied since the bifth of the 
universe, when the morning stats sabg togetiier, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy, shrink 
and fade before this most excellent glory ! Solo- 
mon, in his glory, surrounded with the myriads 
of Israel, dedicating the stately pile upon mount 
Sion unto the most high God, was, doubtless^ 
a very magnificent spectacle I Beautiful the 
prospect of the land flowing with milk and honey, 
which' Moses enjoyed from the top of Pisgah : 
transcendently delicious the happy garden Which 
God's own band planted for the ptb^ct and 
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father of the human race, while as yet sin and 
the curse had not entered into the creature': 
but behold a greater than Adam, a greater than 
Moses, a greater than Solomon is here. — Behold 
the lofty temple at Jerusalem, and the fertile 
plains of Canaan, and the delights of an earthly 
paradise, infinitely excelled — a temple which is 
not dedicated unto, but which is, the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb : a land into which sin 
and the cur«e shall never enter, a garden planted 
and watered with none but the tree and the 
water of life. Such was the sight which the bles- 
«ed Stephen beheld, whether with the purified, 
•strengthened eye of the body, or the more 
piercing, penetrating eye of faith, we cannot telU 
God knoweth ; and such is the glorious sight to 
-which we would invite your attention, that ye 
also heliidving matj rejoice with joy unspeakable 
nndfull of glory.* ^^ 

Looking up steadfastly into heaven, Stephen 
was blessed with a visionary representation of 
the glory of God. God is a pure spirit, and it 
is not possible fqr mortal eye to discern his 
essenqe ; nor is it lawful for mortals to form in 
imagination a corporeal image of the most High. 
But the glory of God, the bright display of his 
perfections, the symbol of his peculiar presence, 
we may behold. Abraham beheld the glory erf 

♦.Hunter's Posthumoug Ser. Vol. I. Ser. 15. 
BB 3 
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God in the smoking furnace and burning lamp 3 
Jacob, in the ladder reaching from heaven to 
earth ; Moses, in the bush burning but not con* 
sumed ; Israel, in the pillar of cloud by day and 
pf fire by night, and in the splendid appearances 
on mount Sinai ; the high priest, in the She- 
chinah between the cherubim that were over 
the ark of the covenant ; and Solomon, in the 
cloud of glory that filled the temple. It is 
merely said that Stephen saw the glory of God, 
some exceedingly bright symbol of his presence 
and favoun 

Jle saw also, in this heavenly vision, the 
great object of his assured faith, the bestower of 
all his consolations, the author of his glorious 
hope, Jesus, standing on the right hand of God. 

Our blessed Lord ascended to heaven, in his 
glorified human nature. In other passages where 
his ascension is mentioned, he is said to have 
sai down on the right hand of the majesty on 
high. This expression is obviously figurative, 
and implies that he rested from his suflFerings, 
and entered upon a state of pre-eminent favour^ 
dignity, and power. To Stephen Jesus appeared 
standings perhaps to signify that his glorious rest 
at his Father's right hand did not render him 
inattentive to the interests of his oppressed 
servants on earth. He stood, ready to receive 
the departing spirit of the holy martyr, and to^ 
plead his cause against ^11 his adversaries. 
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** Verily, I say unto you/* said Jesus to Peter 
when that Apostle appealed to him for the en- 
tire resignation which he and his brethren had 
OQade of all things that they might follow him : 
Behold we have forsaken all and followed thee ; 
what shall we have therefore ? ** Verily, I say 
** «nto you, there is no man that hath left house, 
** or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
" or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and 
*Vthe gospel's, but he shall receive an hundred 
"fold now in this time, — and in the world to 
"come, eternal life/** This promise was ful- 
filled to Stephen in the abundant consolations, 
and triumphant joy of his last hours. The 
Apostles did not receive an hundred fold of those 
temporal advantages which they relinquished 
for the sake of Christ. Not only did they never 
abound in worldly possessions, but they were 
often :destitute of all things, in necessities, in 
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in la- 
bours, and watchings, and fastings. But they 
knew that they were engaged in the noblest 
enterprise that ever occupied the activity of 
man. They placed entire confidence in the 
power and goodness of the master whom they 
served. They vi^ere supported under all their 
sufferings, and rendered superior to them, by 
Ibe consolations of. the holy spirit; and they 
♦ Mark. 10. 29,50. 
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had the well grounded hope of an eternal re- 
ward in the presence of their Lord. These 
considerations were infinitely more powerful in 
supporting the mind of Stephen, than any ex- 
ternal advantages could have been, and amply 
compensated for his light and momentary suffer- 
ings. And whoever discovers the spirit of this 
martyr, though he may not be called to suffer 
unto death, yet if he deny himself, and sacrifice 
his temporal interest aad enjoyments to hrs 
sense of duty, and to the will of his heavenly 
Father^ &bail in no wise lose his reward. 

When the Apostle John, in the island of 
Patmos, to which he had been banished for the 
word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, had a similar vision of Jesus in his glo- 
rified state, such was the impression produced 
upon him by the heavenly vision, that he fell as 
dead at the feet of him that spake to him. But 
with whatever holy and reverential awe Stephen 
might be inspired, when he saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God, he retained the full use ot his mental 
powers,and turning once more to those miserable 
men, who thirsted for his blood, he expressed 
the sacred triumph of his soul, and gave public 
testimony to the truth of the ascension and 
glory of his adored Saviour. ^^ Behold" said he, 
^^ I see the heavens opened, and the son of man 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISH^OITRSC XI. 377 

** standing at the right hand of God.'' Perhaps 
he bad beheld Jesas upon the cross, arid had 
been a witness of his appearance after his resur- 
rection. He might also liave been present at 
Bethany when a cloud received his Lord, and 
carried him up into heaven. He had seen the 
effects of the pouring down of the spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, and was himself endued with 
miraculous powers. But the ascension and 
glory of Jesus were now not merely objects of 
faith ; they were displayed to his wondering 
eyes. " I see him/* cried this holy man, ** ex- 
*^ altfed far above all principalities and powers. I 
" see him whom ye have taken, and with wicked 
*^ hands have crucified and slain, raised to the 
** right liand Of power, able to afford me all re- 
^'quisite support, and to inflict upon you the 
**just punishment of your evil deeds." 

Stephen's dying prayer for mercy to his mur- 
derers shows how fervently he desired their re- 
pentance and salvation ; and this last address to 
them might be designed not only to give an ad- 
ditional testimony to the truth for which he suf- 
fered, but also to warn them of their danger, 
and induce them to examine calmly the evi- 
dence that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah. 
They saw Stephen's face shining with angelic 
brightness. They heard him use language of 
triumph, although in the immediate prospect of 
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an ignomiDious and most painful death. Had 
they not been hardened beyond measure through 
the deceitfulness of sin, these things must have 
arrested them in their impious course.' Bu^ 
they knew not the day of their merqiful visita^, 
tion, and proceeded to fill up the measure of 
their iniquity, till wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost, 

" Hereafter/* said our blessed Lord, when 
interrogated by the same high priest, and in pre- 
sence of the same council, ^' Hereafter shall ye 
/^aee the son of man, sitting on the right hand 
"of power.'** It was upon this declaration 
that the high priest rent his clothes, saying. He 
hath spoken blasphemy^ and that the whole as- 
sembly united [in the sentence, ". He is worthy 
" of death.^^ And it was when Stephen wit- 
nessed the same good confession, " Behold I see 
" the son of man standing on the right hand of 
" God,'^ that they who heard him, regarding his 
words as blasphemous, '' cried out with a loud 
" voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon 
/' him with one accord, and cast him out of the 
'• city, and stoned him/* 

This is ihe fourth part of the Evangelist's 
narration, in the 57th and 58th verses ; the 
violent manner in which the multitude iiurried 

« Matth. S6. 64. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE XI. 379 

Stephen out of the city, and inflicted upon him 
the capital punishment denounced by the la\^ 
against blaspherners. No sooner did they hear 
him say that he saw Jesus in a state of glory, ait 
the right hand of power, than they expressed 
their indignant feelings by loud exclamations, 
9nd stopped their ears that they might not be 
polluted with the voice of blasphemy. Justly 
did this suffering prisoner say to them, " Ye do 
^* always resist the Holy Ghost/* 

At this time the supreme court of the Jews 
had hot in their own hands the power of life and 
death. When sentence had been pronounced 
by the high priest against Jesus as a blasphemer, 
whose life was forfeited by the law of Moses, 
he could not l>e led forth to crucifixion till 
liberty was obtained from Pilate, the Roman 
governor. There is no reason to suppose that 
any alteration had taken place in this respect, 
during the time that elapsed from the crucifixion 
of Jesus till the death of Stephen. But in the 
latter case, the people seem to have acted from 
the temporary fury with which they were in- 
spired, and which was undoubtedly inflamed by 
the artifices of the chief men of the Sanhedrim. 
Considering the blasphemy as so evident, that a 
formal condemnation by the court was not re- 
quisite, and forgetting, in their commotion, that 
they were accountable to the Roman governor, 
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they rushed upon the viclim of their fury, imd 
carried him violently out of the city. 

But why did they not pat him to death in 
the hall of judgmeat, or in the streets of the 
city, and with 9uch weapons as were ready to 
their hands ? Why did they wait till they had 
brought him without the walls? Notwithstanding 
the excess of their rage, and the eagerness with 
which they thirsted for his blood, this eiroum-* 
stance is perfectly natural* and suitable to their 
character* They knew that when their fathers 
were ip the wilderness, the law required that 
eriminals should be executed without the bounds 
of tb^ camp. *^ Bring forth him that hath 
*< cursed,^' said Moses, '^ without the camp, and 
^* let all that heard him lay their hands upon 
^' his head, and let all the congregation stone 
" him/'* Tbey knew that from the time of 
the settlement of their fathers in Canaan, it had 
been unlawful to execute their criminals within 
the gates of their cities. Jerusalem they con- 
eidered as the holy city^ that was not to be pol- 
luted by the blood of a blasphemer. The idea 
of the place of punishment was in their minds 
closely associated with the idea of the crime 
on account of which it was to be inflicted, and 
the shedding of blood in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem they would have regarded as a profanation 

♦ Lev. 24. 14. 
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almost as impious as that of which Stephen had^ 
in their eyes, been guilty* The same views 
which ioflamed them against that ftiithful rinari, 
induced them to delay his death, till, like his 
blessed master, he was led to suffer without the 
gate. 

The sam^ attention to the letter of the law de« 
termined them with regard to the manner of biA 
death. There was a peculiar mode of punish*^ 
meat appointed for the blasphemer. '^ He that 
^^ blasphemeth the name of the Lord, h^ shall 
*^ surely be put to death, and all the coogrega<> 
'^ tion shall certainly stone him/^* This punish^ 
ment was uliuittly inflicted in the fdlowing man* 
ner. A public tryer went before the person 
condem<iS^d to death, probkiming his name, his 
crime, tod the names of tke witnesses against 
him* When they approached tbe place of exe« 
cutioU) his hands l¥ere bound, and he was thrown 
by one c^ the witnesses dowq a precipice upon 
sharp stones that were placed beneath, if he 
was not killed by the fall, the other witness in 
the first place, and then all the people, fell upon 
him with stones till he died, f The witnesses 
laid aside their upper garmenls, that they might 
with greater ease perforin what was reqnired of 
them by the law ; and it is said that tbe wit* 

• L^v. 04. 16. 

t BeniOD; Book L Chap. 3,Seol.7. and the mithorflrtestberr 
cited. 
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iiesses against Stephen committed their clothed 
to the custody of a young man whose name was 
Saul. In this office of assisting in the murder 
of the first martyr for Christ, is introduced to 
our notice an individual who was, in a short time, 
to become the chief instrument in promoting 
the cause which he had persecuted unto the 
death. 1 shall afterwards have occasion to speak 
of him more at large. It is sufficient to observe 
here, that be discovered the same ardour of 
mind in his zeal asrainst the Christian cause, 
when he pressed forward to distinguish himself 
amongst Stephen's enemies, which he displayed 
in its behalf^ when God opened his heart to re- 
ceive, believe, and profess the faith of Christy 

The manner of death to which Stephen was 
condemned was dreadful : the mind recoils from 
the very idea of it. Every part of the body 
bruised, all the bones shattered and broken into 
a thousand pieces, the agony endured by the 
sufferer, before death relieved him from his 
tortures, must have been inexpressible. We 
have seen his boldness and constancy in the 
presence of the council, the elevation of mind 
which he displayed when, accused of a capital 
crime, and when he knew that he had no favour 
to expect from bis judges. Did he discover 
the same firmness of mind when the hour of 
sufFering came ? He did. 
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In the lasi part of his narration the Evangelist 
informs us that " They stoned Stephen, calling 
'* upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus receive my 
'* spirit. And he kneeled down and cried with 
^' a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
"charge/^ 

It is natural for men in the time of deep dis* 
tress, when surrounded with danger, or sinking 
under suflfering, to lift up their souls to God, to 
SK)licit the protection and support of that AU 
mighty director of events, who . can aflFord de- 
liverance when the help of man is vain. But 
he only who suflfers for well doing, according to 
the will of God, can repose with confidence in, 
the power and faithfulness of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. The persecutors of this illustrious saint 
could not interrupt his communication with 
heaven, nor prevent him from committing his 
soul into the hands of his merciful creator. 
Even in the agonies of death he called upon 
God, to support him under the sufferings he. 
might still havq to endure, and to receive his 
spirit when the severe conflict should be ter- 
minated. '' Archbishop Usher said, he hoped 
to die with the languferge of the publican. Gad 
be merciful tom^ a smner ; and his wish was in- 
dulged. The devotional Mrs. Rowe was found 
dead on her knees. Stephen diedca/Ziasg* upon 
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Qtad. And bUssed is Jkut serxMnt whom bis Lord 
x9heM ie oometh shaU find so doing J'* 

What were the petitions presented by Stephen, 
when bifi body was under excruciating pain, and 
when his soul was about to take its flight to the 
world unknown ? One of them regarded htra- 
sdf. He committed his soul into the hands of 
him in whom he had believed. Lotd Jesus re* 
oeive my spirit. The odier regarded his murder* 
ers for whom be earnestly prayed that their sin 
might be forgiven. 

*• Lord Jesus receive my spirit.^' This was 
not an expression of doubt, but of the confi- 
dence with which he committed his debiting 
spirit into the powerful and faithful hands of hia 
beloved Saviour ; add of his ardent desure, when 
closing his ej^va om ail earthly thii^, to be pre- 
sent with the IjOid,to behold and. to participate 
bis glory. The heaveivs had been opened to 
his ravished sight, he stiU looked up to heaven, 
calling upon God ; and be was fully persuaded 
Iftiat his sufferiligs, however severe, were not to 
be Compared to the glory that was already re- 
i^flAed to him. He earneslly longed for the 
bkssed moment, and welcomed iti^ approach, 
when he should see bis Lord) not in vision 
merely, but as he is, and be entirely conformed 
toiris image. 

•Jay. 
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Here let us admire the triumph of Christiari 
faith, supporting the mind, raising it superior to 
present bodily pain, entering; '' into that within 
♦* the vail,'\aiM] exulting in the Assured hope not 
only of theeicistence of the soul when delivered 
from the prison of the body, but of its entrance 
upon a glorious, a holy, an eternal inheritance^ 
How infinitely superior to the dark and doubt- 
ful language of the most illustrious sages of the 
beathen world. Xejnophon represents the 
elder Cyrus, when addressing his sons before 
bis death, as rejoicing in the possibUity of the 
separate existence of the soul in a more enlarged 
<tnd unfettered state. But concerniug the na- 
ture of that state, and the enjoyments of the 
soul in it,, he is altogether silent ; and even with 
regard to its existence, his expressions are hesi- 
tating and doubtful. "Allowing,^* said he^ 
l^ that the mind were to expire with the body^ 
*' never the less, affectionately cherish the 
** memoryofyouraflfectionateFather.'* Thegreat 
Roman Orator introduces Ca to thus addressing 
his young friends Scipio and Laelius. "Those 
excellent men, your Fathers, who. were so dear 
to me in life, I consider as still alive, and indeed 
as »ow enjoying a state of being which alone 
deserves to be dignified wiih the name of life. 
—-1 feel myself transported with. deUgbt at 
the thought of agaia si^eiog and joining your 
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Fathers, whom on earth I highly respected and 
dearly loved ; — and I quit my station in life 
without regret, as Ihe wayfaring man, whose 
face is towards home, bids farewellto the Inn 
where he had stopped for a little refreshment 
on his way/* But he adds, '' If indulging my- 
self in this fond hope, my young friends, I am 
under the power of delusion j it is a sweet, it is an 
innocent delusion/^ It is impossible to read 
these expressions without perceiving the natural 
desire of the soul of man after immortality ; hut, 
at the same time, we must be sensible that a 
dark cloud hung over the last hours of the 
greatest men, who were ignorant of the life and 
immortality brought to life by the gospel of 
Christ. How very vague, uncertain, and un* 
satisfactory were their most elevated views, 
compared with the exalted prospects of Christian 
hope! How feeble and undecided their ex- 
pressions ! How very different in kind from the 
assured language of the Apostles and martyrs,' 
language which may be adopted by all who truly 
believe and obey the Gospel ! ** 1 know whon^ 
*' 1 have believed and am persuaded that he is 
*^ able to keep that which i have committed to 
** him against that day/** " We know that if 
" our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis* 
•« solved, we have a building of God, an house 
•2Tim. i.i«. 
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** not made with hands, eternal in the heaven/^* 
'* O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where 
" is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin ; 
^^ and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
" be to God who giveth us the victory, through 
•' our Lord Jesus Christ/'* 

In this triumphant faith, and assured hope^ 
Stephen resigned his departing spirit into hid 
Saviour's hands. " Lord Jesus receive my spirit/' 
His body was bruised and broken ; it would 
soon be a lifeless clod of earth. He was com«» 
paratively careless what would become of it, or 
where it might be laid. He- firmly trusted that 
it would not be forgotten in the dust, but would 
be raised again by the power of Jesus in whom 
he trusted, and made like unto his glorious body.' 
But his chief concern respected the destinattbii 
and hapi^ness of his immortal spirit ; and this 
had be^n his chief concern from the time that 
he had given up his name as a disciple of Christ. 
Having received him in life, and studied to walk 
in conformity to his will, and in the enjoyment 
of his favour, he now, with humble confidence^ 
prays that he may be received into the presence 
and joy of his Lord. 

^ It deserves notice here also that Stephen not 
onlyumitates the conduct of Jesus, who on the 
cross said, ^'Father into thine hands I comniend 
• « Cor. ^.1. t 1 Cor, 15. 55—57* 
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^my spirit ;*^ but he al^o boiH)|ir9 the Son, ag be 
honoured the Father. No act of worship caa 
be more solemn, or more strictly religipus, ib^n 
that of committing the sopl into the band of 
God> as into the band of a qqercjful creator ; aiid 
it is written, ^^ Thou shalt wor^iip the Lord tby 
*'God, and him only shalt thou serve/' Nofv this 
act of worship we find offered to Jesqs, by hij» 
first martyr Stepbei^» in the moment of. death. 
He resigned himself with perfect c<>n^deBce t<^ 
the disposal of the Lord of glory^ 09 possesi^iog 
all power in heaven and in ^artb. 

In another respect Stephen in)itated the ex* 
ample of bis dying L,ordi — ia pt^iying for hia 
murderers* Having no further solicitude con- 
cerning himself, ^^ b^ koeel^ down, and ciied 
*^ with a loud voice, Lordt lay not this sia to 
<^ their charge. A»d wb^n.be bad said this, h^ 
^^M\ asleep/' The illustcatpoQ. of this verse, 
and of the accoui[it givem, in the sMcc^^ing 
chapter, of the burial qf ^tepb^o, with the irp- 
provem^nt of th^ Vi^hple, I shall reserve for n^y 
next discourse. 

We ought fc^queruly $9 cpi\te®plate by &itb 
the objects which animated apd elevated the 
mind of this holy man under hi^ sufierings ; the 
glory of God, ao4 Jesus standing at the righ^ 
band of God. " These vi^ws will ^^ffi>rd a 
poweifuil iacitesaeat tc^ the dtlig^Qt and cheerful 
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performance of every duty ; — direct to the right 
use of the enjoyments of life, and of the blessings 
of God's Providence ; — yield support and con- 
-solation under trouble ;— — and strengthen the 
mind in the prospect of death. 

How amply were Stephen's earthly sufferings 
compensated by the abundant consolations of 
the spirit of God, — by the consciousness of per- 
severing in welldoing, — by the vision of the glory 
of God and of the glorified human nature of 
Christ,-^and by the benefits which he foresaw 
would flow from his example to promote the 
cause for which he suffered ? Contrasting his 
«tate with that of his persecutors, who would 
not say, " Let me die the death of the righteous, 
** and let my last end be like his ?'* 
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Acts VII. 54— 60. 

WHEN they heard these things they were cut tQ 
the hearty and gnashed on him with their teeth. 
But he being full of the Holy Ghpsiy looked up 
stedfastly into heax^en^ and saw the glory of 
God J and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. And saidj Behold, I see the heavens 
Qpened, and the son of man standing on the right 
hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him 
with one accord, and cast him out of the city^ 
q.nd stoned him : and the witnesses hid down 
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♦ iheir clothes at a young mafCsfeei^ whose name 
. ZQ)as SauL And they stoned Stephen^ calling 
upon God^ and sayings Lord Jesus receive my 
spirit. And he kneeled down and cried with a 
loud voices Lord^ lay not this sin to their charge^ 
And when he had said this, he Jell asleep. 

We have seen the man who was called to 
the honour of leading the noble army of ('hrist- 
ian martyrs, blessed with a vision of celestial 
glory, and, when led to a cruel and ignominious 
death, supported by the faith, and animated by 
the hope of a blessed immortality. But he did 
not leave the world till he gave evidence that 
he died in charity as well as mjaith; and we 
txe now to listen to the fervent prayer, which, 
in his last moments, he presented for those who 
were shedding his blood. " He kneeled down; 
" and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
" this sin to their charge/' 

Observe the posture of this excellent man, a 
posture pe<;uliarly indicative of humility, and 
solemnity. Observe to whom his prayer is ad- 
dressed : the same. Lord Jesus to whom he bad 
committed his own spirit, and who is rich in 
mercy to all that call upon him in truth. The 
earnestness of his manner also cannot escape 
our notice. He did not offer up his prayer in 
wlence, though it would have been equally? 
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kuown and beard in beaven ; but he cried with 
a loud voice, in order to be beard by bis mur- 
derers, and to make a salutary impression on 
tbeir minds. His prayer, ^^ Lay not this sin to 
^^ their charge," expressed bis deep sense of 
the criminality of their conduct, not only in his 
murder, but in opposing the kingdom of God, 
and in endeavouring to destroy that Gospel 
which was designed to bless the nations of the 
earth. It expressed also his foresight of the 
calamities which their crimes, if persisted in, 
could not fail to bring upon them. Without 
repentance their sin musi be laid to their charge^ 
and be followed by its just retribution. The 
prayer of Stephen, however, intimated that it was 
not unpardonable, and showed the love of God 
ruHng in his heart, and disposing him earnestly 
to desire — not that the punishment which they 
had deserved might overtake them,— but that 
they might be brought to repentance, and obtain' 
remission of sins through the blood of Christ* 

While we enter into the feelings of the bles-^ 
sed martyr, and sympathize with him under his 
sufferings, it is impossible not to admire the 
grandeur of soul, the perfect superiority to every 
feeling of resentment^ displayed in his prayer 
for his persecutors. It was exceeded only by 
the conduct of our blessed Lord, who knew no 
sin, and who, in the last moments of his mortal 



Digitized by 



Google 



DrscouRSE XII. 393 

life, prayed for forgiveness to those who had 
been guilty of an infinitely greater crime than, 
the murderers of Stephen. The prayer of our 
Lord was answered in the conversion of tnaiiy 
Jews, in consequence of the preaching of the 
Apostles ; and the prayer of his servant Stephen 
must have made a deep impression upon the 
minds of many who heard it. The young man 
at whose feet the witnesses laid their upper 
garments, Saul of Tarsus, must have observed 
the sincerity and fervour of Christian charity with 
which this petition was presented, and it is im« 
possible to say what effiect the whole of this 
scene produced upon his mind. For some time 
afterwards he continued to be a persecutor and 
a blasphemer, and a particular interposttion of 
divine power was necessary for bis conversion 
to the faith of Christ. But the part which he 
had taken in this transaction was not forgotten 
by him. After many years had passed, we find 
him acknowledging, with deep regret, the guilt 
which he had contracted in it. " When the 
** blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also 
<< was standing by,and consenting unto his death> 
** and kept the raiment of them that slew him.'** 
With this prayer upon his lips the sufferer 
expired. His life was prolonged till he had 
given this striking testimony of his charity for 

• AtU. 22. 20. 
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bis enemiesy a testimooy so well calculated to 
produce a deepaod favourable effect upoo them. 

** When he had said this, he fell asleep/' O ! 
with how difiereot feelings do we view his life« 
less coq>s, brokeo and mangled as it must have 
been, from those with which we viewed the 
bodies of Ananias and Sapphira, who were cut 
off in their sins. In their case there was no 
violence ; yet we cannot look upon their dead 
bodies, without feeling an awful dread of de* 
struction from the Almighty. Stephen's body 
had been tortured in every limb, it had been 
violently deprived of life, yet we can approach 
his hallowed remains without terror or reluct- 
ance, and feel how sweet and peaceful is the 
death of the just. It is a sleep — not of the soul, 
for this nobler part of his frame the dying saint 
bad committed to his Lord, — ^but of the body ; 
a long and undisturbed rest from all its labours 
and sufferings. During his trial and sufferings 
his face had been adorned with angelic glory ; 
and the expression, ^^ he fell asleep,'' implies 
that, even in death, his countenance expressed 
the sweet serenity of mind with which he died. 

Plis body was not consigned to an ignominious 
grave, nor left without due marks of respect 
from surviving friends. In the second verse of 
the succeeding chapter it is said that ^^ devout 
** men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
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** gfeat lamentation over him.^^ I shall not in- 
quire whether these devout men were Jews of 
the dispersion, who had come up to Jerusalem, 
to worship at some of the great feasts, and had 
embraced Christianity : or the Apostles and 
other chief^men in the primitive church. Their 
most honourable distinction was that they were 
good men, men who feared God and wrought 
righteousness ; men who wished to show their 
high esteem for this faithful servant of Christ, 
and their attachment to the cause for which he 
suflfered. The enemies of Stephen having acr 
complished their end in putting him to death, 
appear to have cared little about the disposal 
of his body. Yet it must have been dangerous 
for any of his: surviving brethren to presume to 
pay the smallest token of respect to the remains 
of one who had been stoned as a blasphemer. 
These heroic men, however, undismayed by the 
terrible example of the fate of Stephen, put 
their lives in their hands, that his body might 
be honourably committed to the dust. Of the 
devout woman who anointed the body of Jesus 
for his burial, it was said, " Wheresoever this 
f' gospel shall be preached, throughout the whole 
" world, there shall also this that this woman 
^' hath done, be told for a memorial of her.^'* 
And there also the good work of the devout 

• Matth. 36. 13» 
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men \Vho barled Stephen s^h^U be mentioned to 
their praise. In as much as it was done to a 
faithful servient and martyr of Christ, it was^ 
done to himself. 

You will observe that the words to his burial 
are supplemental, and they lead us to suppose 
that the devout men carried the body of Stephen 
immediately from the place where it was left 
covered with stones, to the place of interment; 
but the meaning is that they conveyed it ironi 
the place where he e:s:pired to some private 
house, and that after having made the necessary 
preparations for his funeral, they followed his 
mortal remains to the grave, and made great 
lamentation over him. 

*' Ye shall \teep and lament, but the world 
** shall rejoice,'* were the words of Jesus to bis 
disciples, in the immediate prospect of being 
Iremoved from them. They were to weep for 
the sufferings of him whom they loved, they 
were to weep for their own loss when deprived 
Of their instructor and comforter. The words of 
Christ, however, referred not merely to the sor- 
row that should depress their hearts in conse<* 
iquence of his removal ; but also to the sufferings 
which they should meet in adhering to his cause; 
and to their grief from witnessing the torture 
arid death of their dearest brethren. The whole 
church must have deeply sympathized with 
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Stephen io the course of bis trial, and in the 
pain of that cruel mo4e of death to which he 
was cond^mn^. They knew that death was to 
him great gaiq, but many of thew mourned oyer 
f\iw own loss of an endeared and valuable friend; 
and all of them mourned over the loss which the 
church sustained^ in being deprived of the in* 
structions, of the services, of the prayers, and qf 
the exarpple of a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Here let us for a moment reflect how ^pth^ 
ing is the imticipation, of being lamented sifter 
deeith by thosp vfith whom we have associated 
in life, and especially of bei^g lamented by. thi^ 
wise and the good* To die qnlam^nted is &>r 
the most part the miserable portion of the worst 
f>f mankind. ^' The memory of tb^ wick^ shall 
V rot/* The ?egrpt of wicked and unprincipled 
chaTac.(;eFs, such a^ the pei^cutpri» of ^tephpn 
we\re, po good :wap would ^oy^t. But to b^ 
followed with the tears stnd lamentations of de^ 
vout men, of those who fear God, and delight 
in serving and obeying him in all the relation^ 
pf life, of t hope who. are conformed tp bisimag^ 
and prepared for the enjoyment of his favouir 
iq the heavenly: worlds— the . dead who a|e af- 
fectionately remembered and laoB^nted by sftch 
n^ep, mi^t in lif<^ have possessed kindred spirits 
Wfith them, and have been animjated with th^ 
same blessed hope of i^tf rnM life* 
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" I would not have you to be igiiorant, breth^ 
** ren, concerning them which are askep, that 
*' ye sorrow not even as others which have no 
" hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
** rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
" Jesus, will God bring with him/'* Stephen 
fell asleep in Jesusj and his body, however it 
was disfigured by the cruelty of men, God shall 
bring with him, made like unto Christ's glorious 
body, when the bright morning of the resurrec- 
tion shall dawn, and all that are in their graves 
ishall hear the voice of the Son of God. Then 
this blessed martyr, with all his brethren in 
tribulation, shall enter into the inheritance pre« 
pared for them from the foundation of the world. 

In this and the two preceding discourses I 
have directed your attention to the different 
parts of this singular and most instructive his- 
tory. We have examined with pleasure the 
excellent character of Stephen, distinguished 
by piety and active service in the most lovely 
and exalted society that ever existed on earth ; 
a society where the Apostles of the Lord pre- 
isided, and where the spirit of Christ dwelt. 
We have admired the wisdom and spirit with 
which he silenced the zealous opponents of 
Christianity ; we have seen the malice with 
which they were inspired against the man by 
• 1 Thess. 4. 13, 14. 
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whose arguments they had been disgracefullj 
foiled, in a dispute which they had themselves 
provoked ; and we have viewed with detesta- 
tion the dishonourable methods which they did 
not hesitate to pursue, by accusing him of blas- 
phemy before the Jewish Sanhedrina, and sup- 
porting their accusations by perjured witnesses, 
in order to accomplish the destruction of the 
man whom they hated. We have seen his face, 
as it had been the face of an angel, invested by 
the God whom he served with peculiar glory, 
in this hour of danger and suffering ; we have 
listened with admiration to his calm and dignified 
defence, and to the short but faithful address 
with which he concluded it, when interrupted 
by their impatient fury ; and, in the expression 
of their resentment when cut to the heart by 
consciousness of the justice of his charges against 
them, we behold, with astonishment and awe, 
the dreadful excesses of which wicked men are 
capable, and the inexpressible misery of those 
in whose minds malignant and diabolical pas- 
sions gain unrestrained ascendency. On the 
other hand, in the vision of glory presented to 
the mind of the holy man, we see the immediate 
access which the God of the spirits of all flesh 
has to the souls which he has made, and the 
abundant consolations with which he can sup- 
port his servants, and render them triumphant^ 
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when he calls them to sujQTer for bis sake. W0 
have heard Stephen, in all the holy and humbly 
copfidence of faith unfeigned, commend his 
departing spirit to that ^fft^ctionate and beloved 
master ; for whom he cheerfully snlSfered the loss 
of life itself ; we have admired the fervour of his 
charity in praying for the repentance and for- 
giveness of hi^ bitterest enemies ; and we b&ve 
mingled Qur tesirs with thq^se of th^ devout men, 
who carried his body to the grave. In the. whole 
history of his suffixing and death, we have 
heard the voice of the spirit of God, saying, 
*' Here is the patience of the saints,'' of them 
'* that keep the comqiandments of God, and the 
" faith of Jesus." And from his grave we hear 
the same voice proclaiming, ^^ Blessed are the 
*' dead which die in (be Lord, from henceforth : 
" yea, saith the spirit, that th^y may rest from 
" their labours^andtheirworks do follow them/'^ 
When I entered on the consideration of 
this 9ubject 1 expected to be able to include^ 
in one discourse, all that I should have to offer 
upon it* But the circumstances grew in inter- 
est and importance, as they were more atten- 
tively considered. I am sensible of my inability 
to do justice to the grandeur of such a subject, 
considered either in itself, or in its connexion 
with the great doctrines of revelation, or in its 

♦Rev. 14. 12, 13. 
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•^ 
consequences iii the history of the church. If 

my attempt to illusltmte the .history of Stephen 
has been blessed by G<>d for kading aoy to ad^ 
mire the excellence and efficacy of that faith by 
whi<;h he obtained a good report ; if it faais en^ 
pou raged any to place their trust in the faithful- 
xke^sB ani) l^ve of that Saviour whom hg beheld 
standing at the right hand of .God ; if '}t has jn^ 
duced any to mark the^peaceful end of the per- 
fect arim, ajid to endeavour to acquire his prin- 
ciples, and to imitate his character ;< the time 
which we have spent upon this part of the 
sa<;red history, has not been spent in vain, 
. It is impossible, in the close of this discpurse, 
to e«ter upon illustration of those important 
iJ^ctrjnes of thfe Christian faith, to which oivr 
attention is directed by the circumstances of 
■Stephen's trial and death. I shall merely men^ 
i\an tfee chief <!)f them. The malignant passions, 
the agonised feeHngs, the iniquitous conduct of 
the persecutors of this righteous man, aflFord 
araelaticholy proof of the great scripture doc- 
trine of the corruption of human nature, and of 
the misery which is its inseparaiile attendant. 
His amiable dispositions and character shew us 
the image of God restored upon the soul, and 
might lead to the consideratiop of all the im« 
portant truths connected with the mightyscheme 
.which God in his wisdom has devised for the 

D 
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leeorery of fallen man* His yision of the sod 
of man standing on the fight hand of God, dis* 
plays the ascension, power, and glory of our 
redeemer in bis exalted state. And the divinity 
of Christ clearly follows from the act of religious 
worship performed to him by this dying martyr^ 
when he uttered hb prayer, *^ Lord Jesus, re- 
** ceire my spirit. 

I shall conclude with the following obsenra^ 
tioD8,suggested by the view of the whole passage. 
Stephen was the first of the-disciples of Christ 
who was called to seal his testimony with his 
blood ; — he bore witness, by his sufferings and 
death, to the truth of the Gospel history ; — by 
tbe patience and firmness with which he died h^ 
gave the strongest possible evidence of his firm 
belief of the doctrines of Christ ; — and his cha- 
racter in life, and his whole conduct during the 
last trying scene, displayed the power of the 
holy principles which reigned in his heart. 

1.— Stephen was the first of the disciples of 
Christ who was called to seal his testimony with 
his blood. When the children of Israel were 
pursued by Pharaoh, and reduced to the in- 
evitable necessity of passing through the Red 
Sea, in order to escape from the servitude and 
oppression of the Egyptians, Moses stretched 
out his rod and divided the waters, and shewed 
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them, in the depth of tliis abyss which opened; 
before tbeoi, the road by which alone they could 
obtain safety. All the tribes were arranged in 
order on the sea shore. But whatever confidence 
they might repose in the protection of their 
God« each of them shuddered at the view of 
this dreadful passage ; the waves suspended on 
both sides, made the stoutest heart to tremble^ 
What course then did Moses pursue for their 
encouragement ? He led the way before them, 
he advanced first into the midst of this terrible 
gulph, and his intrepid example determined the 
whole host of Israel to follow hinj* 

Our blessed Lord, who is in the highest sense 
the guide of his servants, by dying on the cross 
led the way to the crown of martyrdom. And 
for the encouragement and support of those 
who should afterwards be called to suffer for 
his sake^ Stephen, next to the author and 
finisher of our faith, was raised up to be thei^' 
leader ; like another Moses, to expose himself 
first, to march at their head, to teach them, by hi^ 
example, not to shrink from the path of life and 
glory. Following the steps of this first martyr, 
they could not be appalled by the most bloody 
persecutions. Full ot faith, of wisdom, of power, 
and of the Holy Ghost, they fought a good 
fight, and finished their course with joy. 

2. — Stephen, by his sufferings and death, bore 
testimony to the truth of the /acts recorded in 
j> D 3 
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the .Gospel history. When we see a roan con^ 
signed to a public and ignoDpinioUs tieath, we 
naturally inquire what crime he has committed 
to render such a punishment necessary. In the 
case of Stephen, we see strong mark^ of resent* 
meiTt and cruelty on the part of thbste who in- 
flicted his sufferings, while every part of hiscoct- 
duct displayed meekness, patience, constancy, 
unmingled charity, and triumphartt hop^e. Of 
what atrocious crime then had he been guilty, 
that he was pursued with such unrelenting 
severity ? If we attend to the accorrrit given 
by the Evangelist, we shall find that there were 
two causes of the hatred of his enemies, and of 
his sufferings, — ^he gave testimony to the truth 
of the resurrection of Jesus, and of the other 
facts of the history of the Gospel,— and he de- 
clared his deep felt cofiviction of the truth of 
the doctrines founded on these facts, that Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom they had crucified, was the. 
Messiah promised to the Fathers ; thathe had 
commissioned his Apostles to act as his mini- 
sters ; and that be had endued them with his 
spirit to qualify them for preaching amongst the 
nations, the doctrines of repentance and of the 
remission of sins through his name. 

Stephen suffered and died for the truth of the 
Jacts on which Christianity is founded. There 
is no positive evidence that he was an eye wit- 
ness of the Hfe, miracles, and suffering^of Jesus, 
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but there can be no doubt that he beheld the 
effects of the pouring out of the spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, and that he was not only an 
■eye witness of the signs and wonders performed 
by the Apostles, but was himself endued with 
the power of working miracles. Now he coujd 
havie no motive to induce him to assert these 
. things, but his intiniate conviction of their truth 
_ from the testimony of his own senses. On the 
jcontrary, every motive arising from the love of 
ease, from ambition, and frona interest, power- 
fully tempted him to deny their truth. Had 
he renounced hrs testimony in favour of the re- 
: surrectioji of JesuSi not only would he have been 
delivered from the terror of approaching death, 
but he might have hoped for high rewards from 
the chief priests and elders, for what thiey would 
have reckoned valuable evidence against the 
truth of Christianity. It is altogether incon- 
ceivaible that any person, much less a man of 
-S"tephen^i5 excellent character, would, without 
.any assignable naotive, and in opposition to all 
the motives which usually have the most power- 
ful ipflueiiec upon the human mind, provoke 
the hatred of bis own countrymen, expose him- 
self to the contempt of strangers, and die under 
.torments, taking God to witness to the truth of 
statements which he knew to be false. Would 
an impostor choose to die under the most ex- 

D D 3 
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quisite torments, if nothing more were necessary 
to save his hfe,anJ to deliver him from sufferings, 
than an acknowledgment of truth ? 

Had Stephen been the only person who> in 
such circumstances, declared the certainty of 
events that had taken place in his presence, and 
who, in the undeniable possession of soundness 
of mind, persisted in his assertions, notwith* 
standing torture inflicted with a desigp to com- 
pel him to retract them, it would not have been 
easy to overturn his testimony. But he was 
accornpanied by a great cloud of witnesses to 
the truth of the same facts. Already have we 
seen Peter and John cast into prison, brought 
before the same council which thrust Stephen 
out of the city that he inight be stoned to death, 
threatened with their utmost vengeance, and 
cruelly scourged, yet firmly persevering in their 
declaration, that after the resurrection of Jesus 
from the grave they were eye witnesses of his 
appearances, and of his ascension to heaven : 
and that they had received from him a commis- 
sion which they durst not disobey. A few 
years after this time, James the elder, one of 
the Apostles, who had associated with our Lord 
during the whole course of his ministry, was 
cast into prison by Herod, and suffered martyr- 
flopi. ' Peter s^lso was imprisoned by Herod, and 
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would have been brought forth to public exe- 
cution ; but God who had appointed him for 
greater labours and longer usefulness on earth, 
miraculously set him at liberty, on the night im- 
mediately preceding the day fixed by Herod for 
gratifying the Jews by his death. Paul had not 
bieheld the miracles of Jesus, nor seen him pre- 
vious to his ascension. He bad however 
every opportunity of investigating the truth of 
the narrations of the Apostles and Evangelists, 
and every disposition, before his conversion, to 
detect and expose them, if he could have con- 
victed them of falsehood. But on his road to 
Damascus Jesus appeared to him in his glorified 
state, and in consequence of this vision he men- 
tions himself as one of the witnesses of the truth 
of our Saviour's resurrection. " He was seen 
*' of James, then of all the Apostles, and last of 
^' all he was seen of me also, as of one born out 
*' of due time/'* So thoroughly convinced was 
this great Apostle of the resurrection of Christ, 
that from the day when he recovered his sight 
at Damascus, no threatenings, no dangers, no 
43ufierings, couJd deter him from publishing this 
important fact. His brethren also in the Apostle- 
ship persevered in the same course, and '' ap- 
'** proved themselves as the ministers of God in 
>'much patience, afflictions, stripes, and im^ 

• 1 Cpr. 15.7,8. 
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*^ prisonnients ;''* and although we have noin* 
formation in the New Testament of the manner 
of death by which they glorified God ^ yet we 
are assured, by the concurrent testimony of 
antiquity, that most, if not all of them, termi'> 
nated their ministry by martyrdom. 

The facts which the Apostles and first mini- 
sters of Jesus attested, were not such as had 
taken place in a distant age, or in a retnoie 
country, but such as had fallen under their own 
inspection, facts of which they had all possible 
evidence, and concerning which they could not 
be deceived. The twelve chief witnesses had 
lived with Christ during the whole time of his 
ministry, had heard his divine discourses, and 
beheld his wonderful works. •' We cannot,'* 
said they, '• but speak the things which we have 
** seen and heard." f "That which was from 
** the beginning, which we have heard, which 
♦* we have seen with our eyes, which we hav6 
" looked upon, and our hands have handled of 
** the word of life ; (tor the lite was manifested, 
"and we have seen it, and bear witness, and 
" shew unto you that eternal life, which was 
*' with the Father, and was manifested unto us) : 
" that which we have seen and heard declare 
<« we unto you/' J They suffered and died not 
merely for doctrines which they believed to be 

♦ «Cor. 6.4, 6. t Acts 4. 20. J iJohn 1. 1— 3. 
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true. Almost aH sects boast of persons who have 
suffered persecution for adherence to their pecuu 
liar opinions^ But no instance is to be found 
in the history of mankind of a person possessing 
the use of reason, who continued to declare, 
anoidst excruciating torments, the truth of events 
which he Ijnew to be false. The man who sub- 
mits to an ignonriinious and cruel death, rather 
than deny a fact which fell under, his own ob- 
servation, and of which he was a competent and 
unexceptionablewitness, establishes its certainty 
beyond all contradiction. Now the Apostles of 
Jesus continued during life, under severe suf* 
ferings, and in the agonies of death, consistent 
and unshaken in their testimony to the truth of 
the great facts upon which their faith and hope 
were founded. It is impossible to have fuller 
or more satisfactory evidence from testimony, 
to the certainty of the Gospel history, than that 
which arises from the sufferings and martyrdom 
of the companions of Christ, 

3. — Stephen, by his patience and constancy 
in suffering and death, gave the strongest pos- 
sible evidence of his own decided conviction of 
the truth and importance of the doctrines of 
Christianity, that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Messiah promised to the Fathers, prefigured by 
the rites of the Mosaical law, and foretold by 
the prophets of the Old Testament ; that he had 
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introduced a new and spiritual dispensation of 
leiigion ; and that the Apostles had received 
from him a commission to preach to mankind 
the doctrines of repentance and of the remission 
of sins in his name. This consideration is per- 
fectly distmct from the testimony borne by the 
same person to the truth of the Gospel history. 
The latter was founded in the evidences of the 
senses respecting events which had passed under 
bis inspection, and of which he was a competent 
and an impartial witness. The former regarded 
his deep and abiding belief of the doctrines 
founded on these events. That Jesus appeared 
to his disciples and conversed with them, and 
that they saw him ascend to heuven, were facts 
capable of being proved by the testimony of those 
who had seen them. But that these facts as- 
certained that he was the true Messiah, and 
consequently that all his doctrines were to be 
received, his promises to be relied upon, and 
his commands obeyed, as having the stamp of 
divine authority, were conclusions drawn from 
these facts, of which the belief, in Stephen's 
mind, was no less firm than that of the facts 
themselves. 

I do not now take into consideration the sub- 
limity of the doctrines of Christ, the consolatory 
nature of his promises and of the hope of eternal 
' life which he set before his disciples, the ex^ 
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alted purity of his system of morals in all its 
parts, or the importance and suitableness of all 
these to the circumstances and wants of fallen 
ftian. These are internal evidences of the truth 
of Christianity which no sophistry has been able 
to overturn. But I speak of the collateral evi- 
dence afforded by the constancy, the patience, 
the charity of Stephen, and of those who like 
him had the sincerity of their faith in the doc- 
trines, and of their reliance upon the promises 
of Christ, tried by the fires of persecution. In 
the case of Stephen and of those who had seen 
Christ on earth, the doctrines for which they 
suffered were inseparably connected with the 
events of which they had been eye witnesses. 
The resurrection of Christ was regarded by the 
enemies of his gospel solely on account of the 
consequences necessarily derived from it, that 
he was a teacher sent from God, and thpt they 
had rejected him who was thus declared to be 
the Son of God with power. It was the same 
view that rendered Stephen zealous in maintain- 
ing and publishing the truth of the resurrection, 
as the sure foundation of his faith in all that 
Jesus had taught, of his trust in his redeemer 
for acceptance at the throne of God, of his peace 
of mmd and consolation under sufferings, and of 
his ddightful hopes of never ending happiness 
beyond the grave. And surely it was not pos- 
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sible for him to give stronger proof Of the sin- 
cerity and strength of his faith, than he gave in 
the midst of his murderers, when he said, 
** Behold I see the heavens opened, and the soa 
" of man standing on the right hand of God :V 
and when he presented his fervent petition for 
their forgiveness, " Lord lay not this sin to their 
** charge/' 

The Apostles and most of the first Christians 
i;vho united with Stephen in hearing testimony 
to the resurrection of Jesus, were xalled to 
manifest the sincerity of their faith, and to 
' glorify their master^^ by suffering fo? his sake. 
The Apostle of the Gentiles declared that " he 
^* counted all things but loss for the excellence 
** of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, his Lord ;" 
and he gives an affecting enumeration of his 
sufferings in the prosecution of his ministry. 
*' In labours,'* says he to the Corinthian Christ- 
ians, in answer to some persons who had atr 
tempted to depreciate him, " 1 have been 
'' abuhdaDt, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
** frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times 
" received I forty stripes save one, thrice was 1 
'^ beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
^' suffered shipwreck, a night and a day have I 
*'been in the deep. In journeying often, in 
"perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
*^ by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
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** heathen, iji perils in the city, iii perils in tbe 
^ wilderness, ip perils in Che sea^in perils amokig* 
^ false brethren ; in weariness and painfubess, 
*^ in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, i» 
*^ fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Be&idea 
^* those things that are without, that which 
^Cometh upon tne daity, tbe care of all the 
"churches/** It is impossible to entertain 
the i^iightest doubt of the sincerity of a man 
tvifeo, notwithstanding so formidable discourage* 
ments, persevered in the profession of his fiiitb^ 
and at last seale<l his testimony with his blood* 
:A^1I bis brelhren in the faith displayed the same 
spirit, though in different degrees^ and were 
prepared to suffer for Hhe name of Cbf ist. 

4.— Stephen's dharacter rn life, and his whoiie 
cbhddct df^ring the last trying scene, displa^yed 
the power of the hofy principles which reined 
in his heart. The fects which he declared and 
attested ^vere valuable only as the foundation of 
the great doctrines built upon them. These 
doctrines were valuable only in . so for as they 
tended to rescue man from moral pollution and 
degradation, to renew the impression of the dS* 
vine image upon his soul, to beautify him with 
the graces and virtues of the spirit of God, to 
render him useful in serving the most High in 
this world, and to prepare him for associating 

* 2 Cor. 11. ^S^2S. 
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with pure and blessed spirits in the exercises ol 
a more perfect and exalted state. Now xh'xw 
last evidence of the glorious power of the faith 
of the Gospel of Christ, Stephen exhibited, in a 
manner so full and satisfactory that it must have 
made a deep impression upon the enemies of 
Christianity, as it has afforded encouragement 
to its friend^ in every age since that time. 
. In the service of Jesus, and of his rising 
church, Stephen appeared '* full of the Holy 
*• Ghost/' of faith unfeigned, of divine wisdom^ 
of undaunted courage and miraculous power* 
He WHS fearless, active, unwearied in cheerfully 
serving his redeemer, in publishing the word of 
God, and in refuting with the meekness of wis^ 
dom the arguments of those who opposed him. 
When brought before the supreme court of the 
Jews he appeared calm and dignified, firmly 
trustinjg in the God whom he served, and en^ 
tirely resigned to his will ; supported by a prin- 
ciple of which his judges knew not the power, 
and by consolations of which their utmost 
malice could not deprive him. A heavenly 
splendour appeared on his countenance when 
he addressed them, and their wisest men were 
not able to resist the wisdom and the apirit 
vvith which he spake. While they were agita- 
ted by tormenting passions, Siud in their rage 
gnashed on him with th^ir teeth, by the faith 
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for which he suffered, he rose superior to their 
fury, *♦ out of weakness was made strong/* 
triumphed over the world and the fear of death.- 
Full of love to him who lov^d him and had 
given himself for hini, and of pity for the 
wicked and miserable men who thirsted for his 
blood, he lifted up his eyes to heaven whither att 
his hopes were directed, and obtained an antici- 
pated view of the glory to which he was hasten- 
ing. But who can justly describe the holy feel- 
ings, the firm trust, the triumphant hope of this 
prince of martyrs, when, as if springing up to 
meet his Lord, he said, " Lord Jesus receive my 
*^ spirit ;^ and when, taking his last look of all 
below the sun, the last words which he uttered 
were a prayer for his persecutors ? What an 
exalted, what a glorious creature is a Christian, 
when purified and directed by the faith which 
he professes ! " Behold, what manner of love 
" the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
•* should be called the sons of God.'^* But 
great and excellent as is the change produced 
upon the human mind by that faith which is 
the evidence of things not seen, it is not to be 
compared to the glorious progress in knowledge^ 
in holiness, and in joy, which the hope inspired 
by the Gospel of Christ opens to the view of 
the sincere believer. " It doth not yet appear 

• I John, 3. U . 
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'* what we sh^ll be ; bctt we know that when he 
" shall appear, w^ firhati be like him, for we shall 
" see him as he is* '*♦ 

Stephen was the first of a long line of martyrs^ 
who were animated by the same spirit, and who, 
like him, glorified God by being faiithfuLtO death. 
At the tin^e of the reformation from pc^perjr; 
many apostolic men were raised op, both on the 
continent and in o%ir own couatiy, who were 
ready both to be boun^ and to die for their aU 
tachment to the faith of Christ. The more 
carefully we study their hisftory, aod the more 
attentively we peruke theword of God for which 
they sulFeredj the more sensible shall we be of 
the greatness of the debt of gratitiade which we 
owe them, for having been the m^eans of trans- 
mitting to us the possession of onr most valu^* 
able religious blessings* May God grant that 
the views of the dufierings^ of the faith, and of 
Ihe patience of so great a cloud of witnesses, 
may influence us to run with patience the race 
that is " set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
** author and finisher of our faith, who, for the 
** joy that was set before him, endured the crass^ 
** despising the shame, and is set down at the 
" right hand of the throne of God/** 

* 1 Jobn S. 2. t Heb. 12* 1, 2. 
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